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INTRODUCTION 


WhyKlol^ilgrimsKhareSkKanctuary? 

SomMiypotheses 


ThierryKKarcone&lND^ngelaEHobart 


We 0 cannoM kilM the^gods. 0 Thought welS carM knocM thenM off& theiM 
pedestalsM theyS continued nevertheless § folS beVl presentM insidM usM 
survivin$UnSdarMcavernsMin$tthdRchambersSthaMwdRthoughMt(MbM 
closecMupMFronMthiMunknownSdarknessMthey&spealMoncMmoreM 
IS (Roger$Ba.stidM97s:222) 

OneH>fHheBnainSimsH>fI3he8>ookBvasBtoB[uestionKhef xpressionKlambiguousK] 
sanctuaries’Kthat 0 wasHcoinedKby&heShistorianSWilliamKHasluckK(d.Kli 92 o),K 
towards&heBendf>fl3:heBiineteenth&:entury,&vithB'espect&oKAnatolianEandE] 
BalkanSanctuaries,HnausoleumsBnd^)ilgrimagesBhatSlvereBharedK>yKChristianKl 
and^MuslimKpilgrims.KlAnf ambiguous’Ksanctuary,Kaccording0to0Hasluck[><] 
( 1973 : 94 ),&epresents^HIistinctStage&i®ievelopmentB-&l^)omt&i®ransitionlEI 
between0Christianity0and0a0Sufflmovement0andKlviceSversaKl(seeKlAlbera’sKl 
chapter).ffheSonferenceStBheKentro0ncontri§Jmam,HnEiVscona,&>nBvhichB 
this&olumeHs&)ased,&et&>utBoBiiscuss&he&:onceptH)®ambiguity’&nd&heK 
questionS) fBharing0:he8acredMromBSvider^lobaMndHpiritual5>erspective.KI 
InBoffloing,HheB}esultingf haptersfxamineEhmbiguous’BanctuariesHnf ariousK 
partsH>®heSvorld.KThus,8heyl3reSiotM:oncemedBinly§vith8anctuariesBnM:heKI 
Mediterranean&>ut[xklso&vith0VliddleBEasternE(Egypt)E<hndS\.sianSanctuariesE] 
(India,BZentralMAsia,BZhina);Kltwo&)thers0:haptersKldealKlwith&anctuariesSnlEI 
Europe^France,Switzerland)BndK>neBhSouthB\.merica^Brazil) .furthermore^ 
twoKlparticipantsKofKltheKIAsconaEconverence,0DionigiKlAlberaKlandKIManoelH 
Pemcaud^articipatedEnEforganizingf nSnternationalfxhibitionSnMvlarseilleK 
fromBVpriMoBVugustf 015 ® alledf ieMxSfl 2 «fa^arta^es^!SharedKanctuaries)StlEI 
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Thierr^arconMincM\.ngelcMiobart 


theEMusee®les®Iivilisations®le®’Europe®t®le®a®\/lediterranee®n®vlarseille.® , he® 
exhibition,®s®-eflected®n®tsBitle,BiealtMvithHheBameBubject®natter®sBhis® 
book,0)ut®ocusedfcxclusivelyB)n®:he®Vlediterranean®egion.®rhe®:atalogue,® 
appropriatelyBntitledHieMxSa«Mts^«rta£esH|MuCElVffloi 5 )BhatSkccompaniedH 
the&xhibition,®ncludesBeveral®nterestingBrticles. 

The®ontributors®:o®:his®)ook®iave®nvestigated&ssentially&woHiistinct® 
categories®)® anctuaries,®although®hey&re®nterrelated.®rhe®first®:ategory® 
consists®>®anctuaries®>r®iolyB)lacesBhat®omprise&nainly®nonasteriesEknd® 
mausoleums®>f®aints.®ill®ecently®-®mplying®t®east®>ne®>r®wo®enturies®go® 
-®lifferent®eligiousB;roups®isitedBhem,Hlthough®iowadays®heyHre®inked®o® 
one®eligionB>nlyH[see®hapters®)®uizard®nd®larcone).HnBheB)ast,&iowever,® 
two®>r®everal®'eligions®vvere®either®5uperimposed®at&hese&anctuaries,®)r® 
existed®simultaneously®or®successively®to®one®another.®ln®these®instances® 
ambiguity®sBeflected®>yBhe®egacy®)ff)revious&eligions&novements®)nBhe® 
devotions ,®ituals,Symbols®) r®iarrativesBhagiographies)®ssociated®vith®hese® 
sanctuaries,®whichBechoBhe®|3ast®n®ubtle®ways.®\mbiguity®Tia)®lsoBarise® 
because®he®uthenticBdentity®>®hese®iolyB>lacesBs®>ften®ar®rom®lear. 

TheSecond®:ategory,®)y®ontrast,®oncernsBanctuariesBvhichBvere®nShe® 
past®n<MreStil®iowadaysBusited®)yB>ilgrims®)fHlifferent3aithsBsee®hapters® 
oflOiarleuxBnd®rembgen)MTiey&re®or®he®nostB)artBtypicalB)ilgrimsBvho® 
cultivateHnterreligious’,®>rSvhat§s®>ften®eferred®o®is®perennialist’BaithsBsee® 
chapters®) fflPenicaudBndBHobart^StSsSvidentShatSwoBirSnoreSeligionsHhave® 
in®he®ourse®>fflime®eft®heir®mprint®)nBome®)fHheseBanctuaries.®rheBnain® 
differenceB>etweenBheseBwo®ategories®s&ha®n®he®irst®heEfombiguity®)fB 
a®anctuary®elates®oBhe®iybridization®)®heB)ra®nd/or®vritten®iarratives® 
associated®vith®t.®The®iarratives®na)®lso®eflec®he®eligious®)rientations® 
o®he®people®presentlyl3n®control®o®he®sanctuary;®n®some®cases®earlier® 
narrativesSnaySiaveHbeenSecycled.® 

Finally,BveSvant®o®lrawBttention®n®hisBectionBoBhe®hapter®)y®Vright® 
e®/.®>nBhe®\rawak-speakingB)eoplesB)®he®iorth-west®\mazor®ndBheir® 
traditions®of®sacredK^eographies,®creation®narratives,®ancestral®spirits®and® 
places®>®hamanicB3rotection.®rheBauthors’®iiscussion®)®hese®hemesBn® 
the®local®contex®s®ntriguing®and®important,®as®it®highlights®a®different® 
problematic®in®relation®to®the®notion®of®ambiguity.®In®this®wayBanother® 
perspective®s^iven®)n®mbiguity®hatBxtends®)ur®iorizon®)n®he8ubject.® 

‘Pre-religiousSacredness’KI 

The®nain®juestion®aised®)yBhe®uthorsBs:®vhy[>|)eople®romHlifferentBaiths,® 
who®nayH>e®n®onflict®>r®ivalry®vithB)ne®nother,®re®ttractedBoBheBame® 
sanctuary®-!^ articularly®Bomb®-®nd®hareBvith®ase®ts®acredness.®nBhe® 
eyes®>®lasluck®his®eatureHnakes®heseBanctuariesBambiguousKirhisBmplies® 
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thatBheBeligionBssociatedBwthBhemllsBrftenBiotSleadilylSIdentifiableMvenSnS 

casesBvhereBheBeligionl3sBvell[2known,[3heE$>ilgrims’K>wnBeligious0>rientationS 

mayHjeB'ague.BVmbiguityBvhenBisedMnBnainstreamBeligious&ontextsBiftenIK] 

hasBBiegativeBonnotationZecauseB^uxtaposition.BnixingBirByncretizationE] 

ofB:ults,BlevotionsBndBitualsBndicatesBmpurity.0mpurityB-tereBefersBoBnS 

illicitBmalgamBhatlMfectsBlangerouslyBheBohesionBifflheBeligionsHlnvolved.S 

ByH:ontrast,Zs&xplainedSnBietaiM)ylKAlberaSnS:hisZolurne,£<hrnbiguityH:anlK] 

have^)ositive®onnotationsBvhen®Suggests^reatHanctitylSnd^)ower.HltBIs8henEl 

aBacredEf>laceB>penl3oBnanyl81neaningsBnd§nterpretations.S 

AnotherSmportantB[uestionBelatingBoBheBharingB)fflBacredBiteHl>yl3woS 
orZorefflistinctBeligionsSurnsBnBvhatSsBneantBySheSriainEiharacter’SbfllheS 
sacred, BndBvhether&BsBmiversallyEf>erceivedBsBuch.BVlthoughBveHbelieve3tS 
isBniversakBtherBcholarsBrZyEjbeopleBlnayEiilisagreeBvithKburBpproachB'hisS 
isBrotSheEldaceBoBttempt&nM-encompassingBlefinitionBifBheBacred.ZetS 
itMsZecessaryBoBayBHewBvordsBboutBvhatBnay&onstituteBtsBiniversality.S 
ItBsBnitiallyS'elevantBoBecognizeBhat&itesBeputedBoBaeBacred&reSbundS 
almostEeverywhereSandSthroughoutStime.0Vloreover,Smany&eligionsB'egardS 
them^sBacred.ZheBiteBnayZvenEhaveBaeenfiaken&iverSyyZBivaM'eligionlKI 
afterBhe&ollapseZMhefformenZrBaken&iyHbrce^rBharedBiyBwoBirBnoreS 
religions .B\.dditionally,BheBiarratives^ncBituals&ssociatedBvithBEholyBite,KI 
asBvelMsBtsBymbolicBrtefacts,BreB>ftenB , eusedBndBecycled.BnBheseB:asesS 
aBemple,Bhrine^ndBanctuaryBsBiotB)niyBByrnboM)flldctoryH>ffl>neB , eligionS 
overBnotherBhroughBppropriation&ifHheBild.BmtBheBiewBeligionBbsorbsS 
theBspirit’B>®heBacredBocMs.BrhisBlsoBppliesBfBH’ormerBeligiousH)uildingKI 
hasH>eenBcnockedBlownBndBBiewB)neB)uiltBtHheBame^)lace.HtBsBsB®heS 
sacredSiature&ifiheBiteBiadBhe&apacityBo&xpeMtsBion-essentiaMjualitiesS 
(LeShoseBinkedBoM|>articularBeligion).®>o,BBanctuary,BnBtsBvidestBenseS 
isZeitherZnBhollow’^laceS(seeZ.B\lberaBnBhisB'olurne)S'eadyS:o&cceptS 
anyBymbolB>rBneaningH)roughtB)yBBiewBeligion,BiorKfuir,B.eM'epleteBvithlEI 
symbolsSandSmeaningsS(accordingStoSDurkheimSandSTurner,SseeSAlberaS 
2005 : 37 o).Zssentially,BheBiteSsBneutrarB-SmplicitKbeingBhatSt&mbodiesS 
aBnon-religious’Bacredness^ndSaasSiotl^etEbeenZdoptedSorB'einterpretedS 
bySanyBnstitutionalizedSorSestablishedSreligion.SAndBallStheSmainB-eligionsS 
-Zoroastrism,Judaism,0-!induisrn,E>uddism,[><ChristianityB)r0slarnBhatBtillS 
flourishS-BanB>eBonsidered§nstitutionalized.3nH>therBvords,BheBacrednessS 
experiencecKanBeSabelledSpre-religiousBacredness’. 

HowSdoSweSdefineSpre-religiousSsacredness?SFirstSandSforemost,StheS 
sitesSmbuedSayHheBacredBreSisuallyl^lacesBvhereBnenBan&ncounterBheS 
creatures,ZeitiesBndBpiritsB>®heHinseenBvorldMnB>therBvords,[§:hey§kctBsS 
thresholdsBhat&nediateZetweenBheZisibleZndSnvisibleS'ealmsZfKhumanS 
existence,BheBvorldB)fl3nenl3ndBheBvorldM)®pirits.B-Ience,81hese^blacesBnustS 
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Thierr)fflZarcond>hn<M\.ngelaM-[obart 



Figure 018 AS}laclMtoneS[meteorite?)M/enerateiMiMhe&hrineE)jSheSJompagnonM)JS 
the$Cave&>r$Eeven$Eleepers$(Ashdb$iil-Kahf)MrMhe$lS[akhichevanWistricM 
oflHAzerbaijan$[photograph:WMZarconeM!013) 


beBxceptionaMod,BnoreEJ>reciselyBitesBhatl 2 errifyl 5 £reme«iiwm)B>rBascinateB 
(/ascf«fl«/:)^beople^lOtto 0923 ).H'heSnost^)owerfuMmong 0 hese 0 ocfire&avesK 
andBmountains.BMountainsBareBtheBgatewaysBtoBtheBupperBworldB(PotapovB 
i 946 )BhatBllowBcommumcationMvithBheBky’B^SteinBL 987 : 2 ii-i 7 ),BvhereasB 
cavesBreBhresholdsBoBheBhthonicBpirits&>fBheBand^OgudinBoo 3 ;BratarB 
i 996 )BorBtoBtheB‘mondeBinvisible’ (DermenghemBi 954 : 43 - 4 )Mnterestingly,B 
grottosI3ireBftenBnatrix-caves0orBebirthBituals,Begre,ssw.s&rfiderwm^Bizot0 
i 98 o;H>ouillierBoo 8 ;KteinB 988 ).B 

ThereBreBkherfpacesHhatBreBmpregnatedBvithBjare-religiousBacredness^B 
forB 2 xampleBunusualBandBexceptionaM'ocks,BstonesBaiidBTiajesticBtrees,BhotB 
springsBtcMnBnanyBculturesBpiritsBreBhoughtBoBdwelMnBpecialBtonesB 
andBrees.B(BoomgaardBi 995 ;BPopovskaB 20 i 2 ,B 20 i 4 ;BTanyuBi 968 ).BSingularB 
andBenigmaticBstones,BdueBt:oBtheirBuiiusualBshapesBorBcolours,BareBoftenB 
venerated.BOutstandingBamongBthemBareBmeteorites,BasBevidencedBbyBtheB 
blackBtone&tBMecca,BhatBwasBoneBamongBnanyBothersBTieteoritesB(toy/)B 
adomedKby&he 0 Vrabs&>efore 0 slamE(LammensBL 92 o: 72 - 5 ).BVll^)lacesBvhereK 
suchBrees&>rBtonesBendBoB>e 0 bundBiaveBvelcomedBater&>uildingsBinkedB 
toBpecificBeligionsB-BisuallyBnausoleums&ifBheirBaints.BheirBnonasteriesB 
andBshrines.BPre-religiousBsites,Bcaves,Brocks,Btrees,Bstones,BalthoughBtheyB 
mayB>eB:ompletelyBntegratedBoBeligiousBanctuaries&iiSituatedBiearBhem,B 
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FigureMM PilgrimsE i eneratin$&Mree§kMhe&SektashMhrineS)/iMerdivenkdy$lstanbuM 
(photographST.W.arconeM013). 


stil&ontinue&o&ttract^ilgrims^sSsBheBcaseHatHWutaishanl^CharleuxEinEl 
thisK!volume)KbndKlmanylElotherKlholylElplaces.ffivenElifElaHhumanlEladheres0;oKlalEI 
mainstream&eligion.&ie&nay&xperience&stonishmentSn&oming&crossHuchK 
an®bjectBha®nayBtilBeBheBocus®MB>re-religiousKult.Hk)r&xample,H]nBhe 0 
nineteenthB;entury,&n&ifficia&nvoy&i®heK)ttoman&ultanlSvasSmpressedK 
byHheH'actHhat^aeopleH’romBVnatoliaBvereBvorshippingBthe^reatHrees&ndE 
monumentaBocksHvhenKouchedlSyyHheffirstSays&ifBheHisingBun’BZarconeH 
2005 : 35 ). BMowadaysBhomageBsBtill^ivenBn®heff > amiiSanges 8 |Tajikistan)BndEl 
inH<irghizstan,Ho^>re-religiousBanctuaries&narked3)yl3:rees&ndB:ollection&iflEI 
stones,&lthough&eferredBo&s0Vtuslim&>rl3smailiaii.0rheyB:onstitute,0nB:heK 
eyes® ®he®)calB>opulation,BiB:ategory,Kb rKn®sfo«Bthreshold)BhatH]sHlis tine® 
fromlheBanctuariesBhatBompriseBheBombsBbfBProphets,Kings® rliufMguresK 
(Mock®on:i 24 - 8 ;K f asirtov®oi 3 ). 

It®s®mportan®toKemphasize®:hatEsacredKsites&D®objectsB:alledKpre- 

religious’B^rovide&paceKvhereKitualsKirKituaBctsKanBakeBalace.KDwellingK] 

inKhe®pace®etweenH:osmic®pheres,®vhat®\rnold&anKjennep®nd®dctorK] 

Tumer®alledBhe®iniinar,Ktanl3nspire®ndKill®®umanl3vith®weKkndKvondei® 

It®KnHndeterminate,KnagicalBpaceKsSebirthSeremoniesKnentionedK]ater§n§ 

the®itroductionKoretell.0 , heffiminalKls®keBI31reamMvhereBlEf>ossibilitiesKanK] 

be®onjured®p®yl8heBreativeKlmagination®fflheBhumanfltl3sB]ioteworthylShatE] 

imagination§s®ctivatedHn®ll®acrecff>laces.[3maginationl2o[3heKnedievaM>ufiK] 
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ThierrjMZarcondihndEAngelaMFobart 



FigureEM VenemtionE)fM8sacredEtred3atEthdSBuddhist&hrindi!bJE[<umma,EKyoto,S 
Japay^photographMT.W,arcone,W01S). 

mystic0bnSA.rab®sSntrinsicBoBheSntermediate8phere8ndB)etweenSbeing’S 

andSnothing’.HnBhe^bhilosopher’sBvocativeBerms,BheB>etweenSsB3omethiiigS 

thatHeparates 0 wo 8 hings,HvhileSiever^oingHoB>ne®ide,Ss,HbrBxample,Hhe 0 

lineBvhichBeparatesBhadowHromBight’BseeBIrapanzarioBoo 4 : 58 )M\sBuch,S 

imaginationSsBmbiguousBndBppropriateBoHbeSdludedHoHnBhisBvorkBnBheS 

discussionM|>ilgrimagesBndBacredBanctuaries,H)rrespectiveMivhe 1 :herBheyS 

areBonceivedB>Ms^bre-religiousB>rBiot,BsSreBheSpre-religiousHaint’BiguresS 

toBvhichBveBiextHurn.S 

TheKpre-religiousSaint’ 

ExceptionalSnaturalBsettingsSareSnotiStheSonlyBplacesSimpregnatedSbyBpre- 
religiousBacredness.B\lso£|>lacesBvhereBnE&scetic,BBiermitl3)rBhamanB-B.e.S 
peopleB nBearchBjf&n&ncounterSAdthBheBupematural&iiMnvisibleBvorldB-S 
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Hved&ncMiecBiaveBlways&ttractecf|>ilgrirnsB>®lMaiths.KirheKlwellingEJ>laceK 
was&>ften&emote,[3n[3:he0iesert&>r&nountainsM\.sHntercessors&>etween&heK 
visible&ndBheBnvisible,Begardless&>fBheirS-eligious&ffiliation,Bhese&sceticsK] 
may&ssist^ive&dviceHDrKhealKjailgrim.KuchHaEfigureBnay&ie^aortrayecRsKl 
a 0 pre-religious&aintffiacrednessHierives 0 nBhis&:aseS’rom^n&xperience&>f§ 
transcendence,HsHheBsceticHsBbleHo^)erformSnK>othBhe&isibleBndBhvisibleK 
realms.BVlfred0vIetraux,0nMrisH>ookBin0-[aitianS'oodooS:learlySllustratedShis:KI 
‘theSnitiates&o&oodoo’&reSupposecHo&ibtain&Brflww^spiritual^arinciple,^ 
sacredness)^t 8 he&nd&>®heiiMnitiation&itual,S.eSfterB:oming&iut&i®heirK 
retirementM:ell,HheSiminaBpace.3n&itherBvords,Hhey&reSmpregnatedHvithlEI 
emanationsHromBiheBacred’[>?!MetrauxH 958 :i 36 ). 

ItHisEMcommonKIphenomenor&hatHsanctuariesSorScavesSinhabitedKIbylK] 

asceticsSbelongingKltoKaHparticular&eligionKwereKre-utilizedEbyHasceticsKlo® 

otherBeligions.KThisHs&he&aseHvithHheKufiKharaBl-DInSitahyaSvlanerlBtKI 

Rajgir^dM 38 i),Bvho 8 tarted®neditatingBtBSama(i/?i,BctuallylS^blaceBvhereM 

HindiBscetic&iadHliedBfter&iavingE’Jierformed&pirituaBxercisesM-IereBheK] 

saw«(i/ji&vasBhat§Dfl3Z)evadatta,&B:ousin&ifl3;he03uddha0(Servan-Schreiber0 

i 997 :i 55 )-®imilarly,BhsideSheBMuztaghBVtal 3 Mountainl 3 locatedBlnl 3 (injiang,SheKI 

placeH)f&neditation&>f&nl 3 ndian&aint^ar/ 2 flt),SvasSucceeded&)y&nl 3 smailiEl 

j 5 fH^seeffiarconeSnShisH'olume).KirhisHs®lsoHheB;ase®tHhe 0 Cohmari^rottoKI 

(Khotanfflistrict,0>Cinjiang),EM<Buddhistl&iteBnhabitedKby&0rerrnitBvho&vasK] 

succeeded&>)BKufiShaykh^SteinB 92 i,vol. 0 : 95 ).K[tSs&iowadaysBheHbcus&iflEl 

a 0 Vtuslim^)ilgrimage^Davutl^ooi:i 23 - 5 ;^)ersonally&ibservedSn^oii). 0 rhusKl 

a&nanBvho&iadHliedHn&Bpecific^)lace,Sisuallyl3&ave®ndHvhose8>odyHlidn’tEI 

decomposeSvhile&iis&iair^ndSiailsS;ontinued 8 o^row,Ss&egardecBs&Baint§ 

or®BnanHvithBniraculous^)owers^asHs 8 he&ase 8 )®heffievenKleepersBHiteKI 

venerated05y&othKChristiansE3and0Vluslirns)MVe0aaveHsorneB:ontemporaryH 

examplesEbf&he&acredBnitiationlxbflxkuchBieceasedKhurnansBn&heBvlongoB 

autonomousSlistrictS)fHNorthemKinjiang,Bvhere®uddhistBndBMuslims0ivedlEI 

(HamadaBoo 4 :i 035 ). 3 tBlsSvorthHiotingB\ereHhatMheS)riginS)fll)neS)fflheBnost§ 

ambiguous®anctuaries,HheBombB:omplex&ifKhaykhl3\dI,HheHbunder&ifM;heK 

YazidByncretic&eligionMnHiorthernHraq,HvasS^rottoHbrmerlyS)ccupied&)ylEl 

ChristianBsceticsBndffioroastrianEJ>riestsH[Agikyildiz&oo 9 : 328 ). 

TheSappealSo®theseSsaintSfiguresKisSintensifiedSwhenHthey§areHseers,H 
healersS)iSlnagicians8jthoughlShamans8n^eneraMnd8nanylSsceticsBiaveSuchl3 
competencies).HThisSsSupportec&yHheH’actHhat&Sick^aersonSvho&isits&S 
healeiSt&SanctuarySn&>rderBo0)eH;ured,Ss^enerallyl3iotH:oncerned&boutlEI 
the&eligion&i&itherBhe^alace&ir&iealer.KitMsBvell&nownBorBnstanceBhatEl 
Christians^)riests&nd&nonksHvho®re®eputedHo&)e^)owerfuHherapists&ndlEI 
exorcists,Sre0’requentlyB;onsulted&iyl3vIuslimsSn0rurkey&ndSnl3;he0VliddleK 
EastS-M&ituationMT.B^arcone&iasSvitnessed&tHstanbuMn&heSastHlecadeH)® 
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the 0 wentieth 0 entury 0 atBhe 03 reekB:hurch&>fl 3 Jlengelk 6 y). 0 rheBarne 0 pplies 0 
to[>Hindus0isitingKufiBornbs0n0ndiaBServan-Schreiber0997:i5o).0r.Karcone0 
has0observed&he0ame0occurrence0at0Kashgar,0Xinjiang,0in02oi3,0when0a0 
Chinese 0 (Han) 0 women 0 attended 0 a 0 rituaMbr 0 acquiring 0 magical 0 protection 0 
at 0 a 0 Muslim 0 Uyghur 0 mausoleum 0 (Arslankhan 0 mausoleum). 0 Magic 0 has 0 no 0 
frontiers,0and0any0anctuary0>peratecMiy0a0eer0br0an0ascetic0s0isited0by0 
pilgrimsB>®lBeligions. 

TheKIdualSaint’B 

A 0 pre-religious 0 aint 0 s 0 an 0 deal&ype 0 and 0 has&arely 0 existed 0 n 0 pure 0 orm .0 
However, 0 here 0 re 0 everal 0 Vtuslim, 0 Buddhist, 0 Hindu, 0 raoist 0 aints 0 tc. 0 vho 0 
more 0 r 0 ess 0 itBhisBype. 0 rheseBaintsBhow 0 imited 0 espectl 3 brBheirBpecific 0 
faith&nd&reKbpenBoBitherBeligions.Bn&asesBvhenBhey&onsiderBhernselvesB 
toBiaveBranscendedBheirB)wnB'eligion,Bhough 0 tilBespectfuM>fBt 0 -Bvhichl 3 sB 
rare0-BheyHbelongBo&B:ategoryBveBiesignate&s0he0upra-confessionaBaint’0 
(see0>elow).0 

Generally, 0 it 0 is 0 more 0 common 0 to 0 find 0 that 0 a 0 saint 0 associated 0 with 0 a 0 
shared0anctuaryMs00dual0aint’,0mplying&hatKhe0mbodiesBwoBdentities.0 
TheBiuaMaintBnayl 3 )eBnBhe^)rocessBifl 3 )ecoming 0 yncretized,B)utBieBsBiot 0 
a0yncretic0aint,0because0iis&wo0dentitiesBiave0iot%et0ntermingled.0rhe0 
process0whereby0humans0reinterpret0a0religion0so0that0it0transforms0into0 
anotherBeligionMakesBime.0rhisBs&videncedB>y0BluaMaint:BiisBanctuaryBs0 
stilBharedB)yBwo 0 listinctBiolyH’iguresBvhoseBeligions 0 reB;learlyl 3 dentified ;0 
they 0 re 0 iot 0 ssociatedBhrough 00 ogic 0 if 0 :ohabitationBI 0 bllowBiere 0 loger 0 
Bastide’sB954&riteriaB>nByncreticism). 

LetBisBbokBtBomeBxamplesB)MuallBaints.BnBknatolial 3 ndBnBheBBalkans 0 
someB)fBhese0iguresBre&ither0vluslimH>rEhristian,0hough0nterchangeably0 
(onlyBheByncreticBaintBsBboth). 0 VeBnightBnentionMdaci®ektash 01 iasKBaintB 
Charalambos 0 n 0 Central 0 Anatolia; 0 Akyazili 0 alias 0 S. 0 Athanasius 0 n 0 Bulgaria 0 
(Eyice0967:575-6;Wasluck0973,&ol.0i:9O-2);Hkhidr0)rKliasEilias®aintKGeorge0 
(Hasluck0973,0/ol.0i:3i9-36;BDcak0oo7;0 > opovic0996:ioo-2).Bn0Vlorocco,0 
dualBaintsBreB;nownMinder 0 in 0 VrabicBndBB-[ebrewBiame:B)anielB-[ashomer 0 
Ashkenazi 01 iasSidiB)eniMndK.B)avid 0 Vlshqar 01 iasBvloulayBghi,B)othM’ound 0 
atBCasablanca (Ben-Ami099o:i54-8).0Catholic0and0African0dual0aints0are0 
numerousBnKouth 0 VmericaBndBnBheBCaribbean, 0 sBeenMnBheBistB)flBaints 0 
who0iave0Biouble0dentityl^)ublished&)yl33astideBi967)'Bor0xample0Nrotre- 
DameKlu 0 Rosaire 01 ias 0 emanja 0 nK>razil,K>ainte 0 >arba 01 ias 0 fansan 0 tMIuba ,0 
MaterBDolorosaSliasKzililMHaitiBBastide 1967:163). Bnl%eneral, 0 ults 0 o 0 hese 0 
dual 0 saints 0 are^uxtaposed 0 and 0 notBntertwined. 0 Although 0 the 0 anctuaryl 3 s 0 
sharedMt&etains0^)reciseB)oundary.0rheBituals0reBarely&nixed,0ndBvhen0 
they0are,&his0s0due0o&he0similarity0of0the0elements0usedSn0them.0rhis0 
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emerges, Ho rSnstance,HnBheB>fferingB>®ights, Summaries, HnBYnatoliaBndHn® 
South®Ymerica,B>r§nBheSbfferingsH>fl 31 owersB>rE$)anners/flags[>$nKentral®Ysia® 
andBndialBtc.®IseeB>elow).BV 0 inal®bxample®fromBheBslancI<bflKLampedusa,® 
southB>fKicily,Bs[^articularlyBntriguing.®-[ereBB:aveBvelcomesBnBmageB>f® 
the®Vlrgin&ndBheBombB)flMirurkishBaintBcalledBwflrfl£>ow£).KPeople®who® 
survived®! hipwreckBndBameBoBheBaveHnightMincMoocIlnEltBvhichB allied® 
withBheirBaith®ndHtsBnterdictionsE|wineBnd£|>orkHbrEhristiansBndB>ther® 
meatffor 0 Vluslims)®\ccordingBoBheKlocaMegends,BheB:aveBvasBnhabited® 
by&BiermitBvhoBupposedlyBhangedBusBaithSnSineBvithBheBeligionBiflhe® 
visitors®nd0aence®was&egarded®s&Bnan®with®doubleKaithE](<io/)/?zfl^e<ie)® 
(I<aiser&oi5:io6-7).K 

Likewise,®he®>rally®ransmittedHhagiographies®)fflniracle-makerBaintsBre® 
easilySransferableSoKIheBlnausoleumEibfSheBaintBvhoKInheritedllheBite.H'hisKIs® 
theHaseS>fl 3 a’farKrayranl^‘theHlying^la‘far’),SvhoseBombSsHbcatedBiearl 21 Chotan,KI 
inKXinjiang.^aTarBTayran’sKhagiographyHsBnspiredBoyBaBraditionBhatSgoes® 
backBoBheBimeBvhenBheBhrineBvasKBuddhist.KAccordingBoBheBradition,® 
a®Buddhist®3tatueKlew0'rom®lndia®afterBheBieathB)f®Buddha,[><kndB'eachecI<] 
theE|>laceBvhere[ 3 tBsBiow,BtBhe^a‘far®rayran’sBomb.H>imilarly,BtBsBoldBhatlK] 
this0VluslimBaint01ewl3’rom0VleccaB;oBrhina^DutreuilBieffihinsB898:24o).S 
For®the®Muslims®and®Hindus®who®visited®the®3anctuary®oflKBabaKQalandar® 
ShahBnKouth 0 ndia,BtKMysore,&ndB:urrentlyB;heBhrineB;oKDattatreyalBndEl 
Anasiiyii,BheBiteBetainsB-IinduBnythologicaBignificance^BharatiB963:i42).Kl 
Likewise,Bhe®mageB®ISaintBidingMionllvith®8erpent®sBvhipHnBtisHhand,® 
isBvelMnownSnHndianBufism,Bndl 5 >robablyBnspiredB>ylEiribetanffiuddhism.KI 
It®has®been®adoptedBby®many®hagiographies®ofBMuslim®saints®across®the® 
whole®of®Central®Asia,®Iran®and®Anatolia.®Because®of®its®prestige,®it®was® 
evenBvelcomedH)yBnembersBi®heKhristianBnd^udaicBaiths^DanikBoo4;0 
DigbyB994;KlyomovicsB993:84-5;B'anB3ruinessen&99i).BThereBre^DictorialS 
representations®) fShisBagiographicSnotiffltBluslimSnausoleums,BhrinesBndlEI 
even&>nBheBombB>fBhe^ewishBaintERabbil 2 iphraimBl-Naqava®t®riemcen,® 
Algeria®ISlyomovicsBooo:82-3,®8). 

InKBouth®VmericanBnythsBboutBhe®ieities,Bbrl 3 nstance,HheBnythM)®he® 

Africanl%odKDmulu,Bre®ntertwinedBvith^)arablesS)®he®Eospel,H)ne®)®vhichlEl 

referredBoBhe^3rodigaMon^BastideB967:i62).®ThereBreBomeBxamplesBnEl 

thisB'olumeB)fBuch®|)rocessesB)iEhagiographicalB;ransferB)rBningling.Brhis® 

isBheBaseBnBLgypt,BvithBheBdoptionB>yB;he 0 VluslimsB)fl^)haraonicBnyths® 

(Luizard),B)r®rnongstBheBFimalayanEPamirs,Bvhere&H>uddhistBegendB>®nlK] 

hidden§cingdomBvasBslamized®!Zarcone). 
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Rebbi Ephraim Elnkaoua 


FigurdBM Printed$>osteM>jShe$$ewishSainlMZabbi$Ephm'im&il-NaqavcMilMriemcen,$i 
AlgeriaM>eginnin$&>JSwentietbM:entur)$iprivate$S:ollection,fflaris). 

TheKyncreticMndEsupra-confessional’Kaint 

TheBeinterpretationi)fS)ne 8 aintll)yS 8 aintMromSnotheiSeligionB!s®pitomized 0 
by&he0syncretic&aint’KWhoseKhagiographies,&nd0ii0some0:ases&ievotions0 
performedKhtSheir&ombs, 0 ntermingle. 0 nlElAnatoliaEhnd 0 nl 3 ;heKBalkans&heK 
model&iMhe&yncreticBaintSsS'romKariKaltuk&liasffiaiiitENicholasHjrKnyasS 
alias® ain®piridon^ld.S293).KrheSaint8sSlisuallylMepicted®s®altuk8lheKlvizar<H 
(Saltik-iHsahir)Hand&vasHportrayedSnStheSsixteenth®:enturyl 3 )y&he 3 aighestH 
religious®uthority®nBheK 3 ttomanffimpire&s®KhristianBnonk^erformingK] 
intenseBsceticismBjAnetshofer®on;HDcak®oo2:46,®i-6;ffiarcone®992:2-4).K 
His®agiographyl 3 s^)artlyl 3 nspiredK>yHheKEospel.® 4 anySniracles^)erformedlS>ylEI 
Jesus8ChristMreBlsoHittributedSo®ari®altuk^Yuce®987:i39-4o)Surprisingly,K 
Sanffialtuk’sffigureHvas&everedBnShe&arlyBwentieth®enturyH)y®KhristianKI 
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FigureSS MiniaturM>fi&hdi&ufM>a‘idSbarmad$jright,W^659MvitPMiisW.iscipleW)drtM 
Shikuh^left),&ighteerM:entury^dM 661 MMuseumWflELucknowMndia). 

whoBvasSnitiatedHntoHheKBektashiKufi&>rderSvithout®postatizing&iis&>wnlEI 

religionl^ZarconeB20i5).B\.&anctuary&ncM^rottoSiedicatecBoBhis&aiii®nEl 

Albania^among 8 nanyH>thersBliiKrurkeyBndSheffialkans)Sre 0 iowadaysSharedKl 

bySvtuslimsBndKhristians.Kl 

AnotherBxample&iMHyncreticHaintHsKhanifnath^calledffihahffiamjamlEI 
MahiffianvarBby 0 Vluslims).KHisQnausoleumSs 0 ocatedl 3 nl 3 ;he 0 AhmednagarK 
distric®nKIndiaBTrainedEasKaEHinduKascetic, 0 KhanifhathE]converte<fflaterK 
toKIslam.KIHowever,KlaccordingKltoKltheHhagiographic 0 ;radition, 0 ;he 0 saint&vasKI 
perceivedElas^3laying&heSlute&vhile0ieingHaccompaniedEbySalS;ow,Hike&he0 
Hinduffleity®Crishna.Hrhe&nimalBvas&illedEby&>neB)fSiisSpiritual&nasters,KI 
and&)yMnagic0Chanifiiath&iroughtShe&ow&iackHo0ife^Burman^oo2:37-9).Kl 
Surprisingly,BKhanifnathSvasS)uriecMliveBhH36o.SkfterBdsffleath8wo^)ersons,H 
aSMuslimKand 0 aKHindu&espectively,Seach 0 withHspecificKattributions,Kwere 0 
appointedHbyMhe 8 ocaMingBoBake®:areK>fl 3 iis 3 omb.KYlthoughl^rimarilyl 3 heirH 
descendants®arriedK>ut®yncreticKitesMtBheBhrine,BheyBlso®ompetedK>verK 
whoB;ontrolledBhe^)lace^Burmanl^oo2:4O-i).KASecond&emarkable0ndianlEI 
syncreticSaintl3sHheSufiSa‘idKarmad^d.H659),Kvhose0nausoleumBlsHitH)elhi.K 
AlthoughB\eHvasK>ornHI 3 ew,SarmadBvas®onsiderecH)ySiisS:ontemporariesBoKI 
be 8 ieitherSJ 31 ewl 3 iorSI 3 lvluslim, 3 )utMHonnivingHtheist.Blnl 3 act,®armadHdaptedH 
to&he 3 ’aith&>®he^)eople&ieSived®mong,&nd^)resented&iimselMs& 0 -[indu,KI 
adoptingB;heH:ustom0D®dinduSascetics&)fSwalkingQiakedB(KatzS2ooo:i44;K 
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TorteM 997 : 444 - 5 ,Bi. 55 - 6 ). 0 HeHsl 3 cnownl 3 :oSTLOstHpresent-dayM[ndiansHas§a§ 

MuslimBaint^TrolM99i).S 

AnotherSntriguing&iolyBlgureSnKentraBVsiaHsEDedeEQorqutKvhoBvasK] 

bothffl/[uslimSaintHndlhe^iatronSain®fl3lslamizedShamans^(2fey).HJorqut,H 

accordingSoSheSradition,Bvas8>uriedBvithB\isS:ustomaryBnusicalBlnstrumentEI 

(g , o&Mz)Bn^&nausoleumSituated&iearl 3 ;heKir 0 Z)arya&iver. 0 Jndoubtedly,Bhis 0 

saint§vasSBhamanMnShe^arbS)®0vIuslim8!GarroneBooo:i75-8i,®oi3:42-3;KI 

ReichE2ooi:72-3).KIManyKbffltheBpilgrims&vho0visitedEhisS:omtfisoughtEhisK 

intercessionSsMvIuslimllaintSlnS)rderl 3 o 8 )e®uredHiyl 3 Kim.®ther^)eople,BvhoS 

had^reaterl 3 'aithMnShamanism,K:ameBoBhe[ 3 :ombE&sBheyHlesiredBoBapBhe 0 

forcesBnBheBnvisibleH-ealm,HirSoS>ecomeShamans0hemselvesE 

ToSome®xtantSByncreticSaintH:ar®ppearSsSKfeupra-confessionarSaintKI 
when&ieBranscendsE&nyBeligiousBiispute.&de&onsidersHhatM&eligions&reS 
similai®ndMhatShereKlsBiiily®ineBruth.KrhisBlsBhe®aseHi®othSanSaltukBndKI 
Sa’IdSarmad.BM^oemHiyllheHlatteiMlustratesBlmostl^erfectlyllhisSlispositionfi 
‘Bdapt8o8heH5uran,0Sm&l5>ries®ndMnonk®tHheBameHime,Bnd®lso®KI 
Jewish®abbi,&nBdolator^ncBBvIuslim.’^TorteM997:446).Kirhe®>es®xample,K 
however,&>®Supra-confessionaBaintSsBhe0ndian0CabIrl^dM5i8),SvhoBvasKI 
regardedHaySndianiavluslims^s&ffiufi^ndSisffl^ogMiySdindus.HYetSKablrS 
criticizedKkll&he&nanifestKj3racticesB)flEbothl3slam&ndKHinduism.KlA.fterKhisKI 
death,&he&nausoleumKbuiltB)verKliis&iody§ l vas&'isitedKbyKbothKHindus&ndK 
Muslim, BvhoEiater^uarrelledBndMbughtlline&nother.Konsequently&ISecondlE] 
shrine 0 was^rectedBiearKltheffirstB)ne;Biltimatelyl 3 ;heKltwoS:eligions 0 erecte<E 
their0awn0ndependen®sanctuaries0(KabirKli959:i5-i6,026).KlAnotherKlo®hisKI 
poemsBionethelessSndicates&hatKhe&toocRbove&lMheBiifferent&eligiousK 
confessions: 

All ahBtaysHinse enHnBh el8>ody[3>fi very§bne ,ffl 

TryHoHlinderstandHhisSIn^ourBoulKI 

AllahBsBheBameBorBheBdinduBndBorBheH’urk.ffl 

ThisBsBvhatKabirlSlaims.B 

(KabIr&959:70)B 

ThereBare&nanySanalogiesHaetweenSnausoleumsBiccupiedHiyBaHsupra- 

confessionarBaintBnd^aerennial^ilgrimages’HoundBhffiuropeShSheHwentiethKI 

century.^Two&>®hem^re&tudiedSnBhis&olumeMhe^)ilgrimageBo 0 Vlonte 0 

Verita&tEAsconalSncHheffievenKleepers^)ilgrimageHnKBrittany)MacrednessKI 

atSMonteKVeritaEldoesSnot 0 favourKone&eligion 0 oveiSanotherSan(®suggestsKl 

thatKftruth’BhasKlmanylElperspectives.KBulS:heQieutralitylElo®such§sanctuariesKI 

doesSiotSignify&hallowness;B)nBhe&ontrary,Bheir^)ilgrimsBeemSntent&inK 

rediscoveringBhe^>re-religious&acred,Bisually&hrough&xpressing&everenceK 
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toSiature^HobartMn&his&'olume).Srhe0slamic-ChristianKj3ilgrimageS)fl3;heKI 

SevenBSleepersBnBBrittanyBwhenBperformedBasIxhnBecumemcal^ilgrimage’B 

attractedBJudaic,BChristianBandlKlMuslimBpilgrims;Blater,Bwhen&heBsiteBwasK] 

visitedB>yGJ>erennials,Mreist&tc.,BtH>ecame&ssentiallyE&nBsmptyBocus’,BheseB 

newGJhlgrimsB>eingBreeBoBillBtBvithl&nyl 3 eelingsBhatBnay§bmerge^PenicaudB 

inMhisB'olume).B 

Ultimately, BambiguityBdoesBnotBstemBfromBdual, BsyncreticBorBsupra- 
confessionaMaintsK>nly,K)utSlsoHromHinotherHypeH)fHiolyMigure,Ss®xplainedK 
byBJ.BFrembgenBinBthisBvolumefiaBpersonBwhoBincarnatesBaBthirdBgenderB 
who 0 sBneitherBaBnan 0 'iorBaBwoman, 03 ut 3 sBtwoHnBone, 0 .e.BaBtranssexual,B 
hermaphroditic,&unuchBransvestite.KuchSaints^re^3ossible,&s0 : rembgemS 
demonstrates, BhanksBoBheBoleranceB:ultivatedBtBomeBanctuaries,BikeBheB 
LaBhahbazKQalandarShrineBnff’akistan. 

Transposable&ituals 

AmbiguityBlso&elatesfioH:omponents&>f&he&itualsBhat&reE|)erformed&tM 3 
sharedBanctuary.BrheirBpeciaBharacteristicsKfcomesBoBheB'oreBvhenB'itualsB 
that^elongBtoBtwoBdistinctl£lrehgionsBareBperformecHsideKbylKlside,BorBwhenlKI 
elementsKoreign&o&he&eligionlxhssociatedBwithBaBparticularBsanctuaryBareB 
reused,HsffllustratedHnffigypt^LuizardHnShisHtudy).KTheSnalysis,l>yKCharleux,KI 
inShisS'olume,H>fMhe 0 'aoistSndffiuddhist§-ituals^)erformecBt 0 he 0 X^utaishan 0 
complexH;an&)eB;omparedB;oHhe&ituals^)erformedHluringHhe^)ilgrimage&>flEl 
DamballahwedoBnBdaitkBvhereKatholicismBncII'OodooBhareKfcertainBitualsB 
-HbrBnstance,BheH>ath&>fHJ>urificationBn&acredBvatersBnhabited0>yBleities,K] 
andBheBacredBorestBvhereBhe£VirginBinderBheBiameB>®\rotre-DameB>fl 3 heB 
CarmelSs&eneratedSnd&iealsSheSickB[MetrauxM958:292-4). 

Moreover, 0 f&&anctuary 0 s&haredKby&woS - eligions,Bhe&ituals&ifKbothlEI 
religions&nayH)e^uxtaposed. 0 VtoreSntriguingSsBhe^)resence&if&S:ommonEl 
rituallnSvhichSheBlementsBiSormerSitualsBreBhtermingledBvithHIaterKines.KI 
InBnanyBcases.&he^ybridizationlxbfH'itualsBsH'acilitatedKbyBhe^resenceBofE] 
specific&eremonials&nd^esturesBhat&ppearBoBaeBiniversak&nakingBhemlKI 
‘pre-religious!KThisBsBheB:aseB)fl 3 heBituaM>f&ncircling&>rB:ircumambulatingB 
aroundBBacredEf>lace,H[I>uildingE2>rHnHrtefact.®hamans,[I>uddhists,EMuslims,B 
AfricarBnimistsKfctc.£|>erformBhisBituaMuringBheirG|>rocession.BtBsBelevantB 
hereBoBkeepBn&nindBhatB^brocessionMsBrequentlyB&ircularlBnovementBjforKI 
example,BheBVrabicBermBbrBprocession’BnffigyptBsffiawraBircuitB-B.uizardB 
inMhis&olume);BlsoBheBituaBfflrawlingBhroughBiolesHhHlheBarthl 3 !CharleuxB 
inMhisB'olume).BUMheseBitualsBjualifyl 3 oB)eB;alledBmiversal®ir^)re-religiousB 
rituals.KrheySanBasilylSieBransferredBrorrBneBeligionBoSnotherlIjrBheySanB 
beBharedB>yl^ilgrimsB>fflifferentl 3 aithsBvhoBdsit£Mlhrine.B 
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FigureSM AEChineseE(Han)Eperforming$ikircumambulation$htEthe$Muslim$LIyghuM 
mausoleum$b/Mrslankhan$I , Cashgar,EXinjian$!{photogmphMr.$Zarcone,$i 
2014). 

InB'ocusing&inHheBitual&if&ircling&ir&ircumambulationSt&mergesBhatK 
performingBuch&SitualHsSnoreKhanl^ustBhowingBespectMcfiheBacred.HtHsK] 
saidBoRither^rotectMhe&olyl)f)laceK>rKheBacredB>bjec®ncircled,&>iMestroy 0 
itfln^udaism.Bhe^aaradigmatic&nodel&iMhe&ncircling^aointsBoBheSeveiiK 
circlesBnadeBbyl^osuahlSndShe&debrewsSroundHhe&ityHifl^erichoSntendedKI 
toBiestroyl3ts&vallsK(FentoiiKi996:i63).0-Iowever,0nl%)re-IslamicB\rabia,&heK 
devotionaMctSif&irclingBineSrtefactSvas interpretecBsfflrite&ifHinionllvithlEI 
aMieity’^Gaudefroy-DemombynesH969:4o).®esides,HtSsBifSnterestl3oSioticeK 
that,BccordingSo 0 'urner,So&ncircle , 0 nHhe 0 ;ontextM)®VfricanBKrdembuSitualKI 
has&he^eneral&neaningSto&acralize’. 0 dence& 0 iutSafterKbeing&ncircledBs 0 
considerecMSacredMite^TurnerH 975 : 53 ,®o-i). 0 'oSiuoteBomeS>therBxamplesKI 
that 0 demonstrate&he 0 universalityBofElthis&itual,KshamansKiiiKCeiitralSAsiaEl 
andffiastern^urkestan&ncircle&^oleffluringBme&ifBheir&naiii&itualsBvithK] 
the0ntentS:o0ieal0(ZarconeS2oi3:i84-5).ffiimilarly,Biowadays,0Ean0Jyghur0 
cook&vantsKhisBearthKbven&oKjaroduce^oodKbreadKhndKbringHiim&noney.KI 
he&ncirclesSt&arlyHnBhe&norning&)eforeB)peningStl^personalH)bservation§ 
by 0 T.KIZarconeKatlEIArtush,KIXiniiang,KIChina, 02 oi 3 )EOtherKlreligionsKlhave 0 
welcomed®irclingB-ituals. 0 'heyBre 0 ’oundBlnS-[induismBndffiuddhism,Bvhere 0 
circumambulationl^praiiafe/«a)SsBnvariably&ibservedHluringHhe^)ilgrimage 0 
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FigureEM Drawin^J^FdjSBektdshMiineteenth&entur^jprivate&ollection^aris). 


to®:he®nausoleums®IBharati®i963:i38).®rhe®:ircumambulation®htual®(£fWa/)® 

performed®)y®Vluslims 8 round®:he®<a’aba 8 t®Vlecca®s®bund 8 t®:he®:ornbs® 5 f® 

saints&verywhereHnHheSslamicSvorld.ffurthermore.SveBknowlShatBhSncientB 

China®he®Couen-Louen,®he®acred®nountain®vhich®ymbolized®he®:entre®)f® 

the®iruverse,®iad88evolvingBtone8ooml5orG|;rotto)8)rMl'oom8round®vhich® 

pilgrims®valked®[Steinl®987:2i3,82o).® 

The® processions® manifest at® a® sanctuary® are®frequently® interpreted® 
as®circular®Ln®movement.®rhis®is®the®case®with®processions®circulaires’®in® 
Catholic® 3 rittanyEPassais®iistrict) .®TheE|>rocession8ctually8ncircled88pace® 
or®a®territory®-®the®movement®from®Lts®beginning®to®its®end®constituting® 
a®circle®(Bertin®i993:70-3).E\sSTientioned®by®Charleuxl3n®;his®volume,®the® 
TibetanSerm®br^)ilgrimage®sE2e/:or,®circuiting,^oing&round&l5>lace’,®nd®t® 
isBr^/®wdr^M/Sn®vtongolian,®:ircumambulating®vhile^braying/andB)owing!® 
Another®videspread®itual®s®vhenM®iumanHrawls®)r®:reeps®houghS®iole® 
in®;he^round,Sometimes®-eferred®;oSs®pulling®;hrough’,Biuring®;he®iminal® 
phase®af®;he0'itual.®LJsually®kuch®k&ituaMs^iven®foiSickK|5eople®3r®female® 
pilgrims®vhoEvant8oB’incB®msband®)rBvish®'oiS®;hild.®rhis®s®iescribed®t® 
Wutaishan,®nHhe®;hapterS)yKharleux.®\.t®;his^)lace,®;he®'itual®s^)erformed® 
by®aoth®Zhinese8nd®TibetanE|>ilgrims.®rhis&itual&xistsMsoEht®ifarkand,8n® 
Xinjiang:8JyghursEJ>ilgrims£|>assBhe®role®)M8tone8evenBimes®n®)rder®hat® 
their®:hildren8hall®iotMiie®]Jarring8946-5i,®/olMv:i74-5).0t®Afas®Afitnessed® 
in®Europe,®but®condemned0}y®the®Church®(Wayland®i968:387).®[n®Central® 
Anatolia,^)ilgrims®ised®o®)e^3ulled®hrough’®i®\ole®n88ave®hat®vas®ituated® 
near®the®sanctuary®o®he®saint®Haci®Bektash®(Noyan®i964:64-5).®Similar® 
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FigureSM OJferin$ioJScandleMaMthMshrineEoJSLourdes,SFrancM(photographMTM 
Zarcone,W014). 



FigureSM Offerin$S)JScandleMb)MzSribetanSmonl<MztSaEChineseSBuddhisMshrineM 
Guangdo n$%ph o to graph ■M'.W,arcone,W015). 
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FigureEKM ChinesMMuslinM(Huifi&pilgrimMofferin$&incensdfistickMaMcfiRshrinMirM 
LingxiaM5ansu$0hina$[photograph:W.&arconeM015). 



FigureWM Offering$&of&candlesV^aMthMBektashMshrinMof&Merdivenkoy,WstanbuM 
(photograph$rW,arcone$bl013). 
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FigureWM PosteMvitlMnstructions^tibouMzWebirthErituaftityerformecMvhenWAongoM 
ancMTibetanty?ilgrimslBsnterW&natrix-cave&tffl;hd&omudongl&nonasteryM 
Wutaishan,WChina3jphotographMsabell^Charleux). 


rituals&xistSnBvtacedoma®nd®re®ttendedM)y§Zhristians&ndMvIuslims&like;0 
theBtoneMMtenEomparedKoHMnosqueB>rBKhurch^PopovskaBoi2:98-ioo).K] 
The8itual8)®rawling8hrough8heBliolesS)®ocks§s8imilarl3o8inHhitiationH 
ceremonial.0TheHiynamic8)®heB'itual8)rings&bout&8ransformation8vhenS 
the^3ilgrim0s8:onsidered0reborn’8Popovska02Oi4:68;0\VaylandB968:4Oi-2)8 
Concomitantly, MbHhterestingBha®olesHhBhe8ocks8>rBtaves8re8:omparableK 
toHhe0'emale&eproductivcBjrganBmd&hat8hcBitoncsBnay8)e8:alled0vulvic8 
or8phallicSstones’.8A8similar&ituaMsScarriedSoutSinBCambodia®nSaBcaveS 
designatedScave&ifKbirth’fihe^jilgrims&re&onvincecHhatSheySvillSiie&ndKI 
thenKbe&esurrectedE(Bizot8i98o:233-4).ffiuch0a&itual0:anEbe03bserved0nKl 
aWew&acred8nountainsHn^apan,Bvhere03onie^)ilgrims0and0ascetics8:rawlB 
through0vagina-like8unnelsMn&>rderBoKbeB'eborn8SchattschneideiS2ooo)8 
ItMs8specially&ioteworthyHhat8his&itual8)fBleath8ind&c-birthHs^)erformed0 
atBheBhared8anctuaryB>fflChanifnath/Shah®amjamBn8ndia8quoted&bove)8 
thefflevoteesS)®he8aintMescendBlntoB8haft8iear8he8ombS)0Chanifnathl3n(ffl 
thenEfetart8:rawling8aterally8hrough8he&nountain8inderneath8he8omb0nK 
orderl3o8eachSiHlinga-like8hrine8vhere8lhe8aint8s8aidl3o8iave^)ractised^oga0 
(Skyhawk8999:i95)8 
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ThereBreB>therBitualsBhatBvelcomeBheBharingB>fEhBacredBite.BrhisK] 
comesBoBheBoreBnBitualsBhatBreBasilyBransposableBrom&iiieBanctuaryH 
toBnother.BTheBradition&if&ifferingHights,Bandies,BncensesBndBlowersBoK 
tombsBlsBhtendedHo^leaseHheHeadHaintBrSheHeity.KDfferingH) flights, BmpsK 
andBandlesSluringBl^ilgrimageBeemsBoBbeBMmiversalBeatureBfBitualsBndS 
henceBross-cutsB>orders.HLightBlsB^)owerfulHymboMhatMrequentlyl3efersHoB0 
deity^Melikian-ChirvaniH 987 ;H)midsalaiB 99 o;®ayM 994 : 334 - 5 ).BVdditionally,KI 
incenseBBfferedBtBaoistBemplesSnEhinaBBnBctBhatBvasBdoptedSaterK 
byKhineseB4uslimsBtBiausoleumsBfH>ufiBaints,BndBvenBtBomeBJyghur§ 
mausoleumsBisitedByBluil^ilgrimsBpersonalBbservationBylEOEarconeBtlK] 
theBruyuqBnausoleum,BTurfanBiistrict,®Ciiijiang,S2oi3).03fferingBlowersBsS 
performedBtBnanyBacredBitesBhroughoutBheBvorld.fflowers,HbrKnstance,K] 
areBsedBhBitualsHhatlBreBriginallyBiinduBhHndia.BLateiMowersBvereBifferedEl 
inBignificantBitualsBt®ufil 3 ombsB!MoinM 989 : 64 - 73 ). 

Ambiguous&rchitecture 

ItMsBvorth^ointingButBhatBeligiousBuildingsBrectedBtBuchBacredBitesK 

asBBnausoleumBrBanctuaryBnayBnanifestBmbiguity,B.e.BheBrchitectureK] 

reflectsBwo§nfluencesMTheBest&xamplesBfBucM|>henomenonBreBeen0nE] 

India.BlentionBereBanBeBradeBfflheBnausoleumBfflvlallkHbrahimBayyu^ 

inffiiharsharif,BhichBsBornposedB>fflheBombB>®KufiBaintBoveredBvithBnE] 

IslamicBupolaBndBBquare^ilatformBfBrickBvhichBsBheBasementBfBnlKI 

IndianBtupaBBurmanS 2 ooi:i 23 o;ffiervan-SchreiberQ 997 :i 53 B-KLikewise,Bhe 0 

mausoleumBfBheBaint§3oga,BBiteBharedB>yl2-{indusBnd0VluslimsBlike,K] 

isBepictedBsBBempleAomb’Bsfl»M<i/n-ma«(iz>z)BnBheBhapeBfBBnosquel] 

(was/«(il 3 :flBM/i)B[BouillierBoo 4 : 258 ).BGogal 3 sBMiual§;aint,BB:ompositeBigure^ 

orHparadoxical^ccordingBoBouillienBBo^ortraysBimBsBI^zVBaB/luslimlKI 

saint)Bi®sBBz"H^heroBorBlindus)K[ibid.: 26 o,B 65 )B 

ItMsBlsoBlearBhatBneaningsBifBymbolsBnayBntermingleBBspeciallylK] 
apparentfiofElsymbolicBmagesKlandBrtefactsBbundKlatBheBameBanctuaryK 
thoughBheyKIoriginateBromKIdistinct&eligions.BWeKneedKIbutKIthinkKbflKItheK] 
presenceB®heBuddhistBvastikaBepicted0nl3heBrchitectureB®heBluslim[3 
SufiBnausoleumBiiarg'a/j)Sn 0 ndiaBBouillierBoo 4 : 256 ).KirhisBsBlsoBheBaseKI 
atBJyghurBanctuaries,BorBxample,BtBheE|rreatBomplexBf0\faq0ChwajaBt§ 
Kashgar (personalBbservationByHOEarconeBiBoo8)Mn0raq,BtBalish,BIKI 
monumental|)ortalBfI3heBnausoleumBfBhaykhB\di,BentreBfBazidism,BsE<] 
decoratedBithBEf>eacock§hatBymbolisesBhriman, 0 heBoroastrianEf>rincipleK 
o®evilKl(AgikyildizBoo 9 : 3 i 3 ),BnBuneBwithKaEsyncreticBeligionE]inBwhichK 
elementsBromffioroastrianism,KufismBnd3slamBreHntertwined,0 

InBZhina,BZharleuxBinB;hisB'olume)BhowsB;hatE)ChineseBand03uddhistEl 

monasteriesKhaveBoluntarilyBdoptedBByncreticBrchitectureBoBdaptBoK] 
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the0aims0Df0the^|3ilgrims.0Syncretic0architecture0s0well0'epresented0also0ii0 
Chinese0slam,0or0nstance,[>&t0he0Ershilipu0Tiausoleum0^g'o«g£ez)&nd0odge0 
(Ningxia,03ansu01istrict)0hat0re0inked0o0he^iucaiping0)ranch0)f0he05adirI0 
SufMineage.0The^rchitectural0tyle0D®his&ite0-0hat0 l vas&upposedly0Diice0 
a0Tibetan0Buddhism0nonastery0-0s0-iighlylEbyncretic.0rhe0nausoleum0s&0 
hexagonal0>uilding,0nspiredll>y0he0Ihinese0dghtM)iagrams’E|fcag'Ma)01octrine.0 
TheSite0s0iowadays0)ccupied0)y0wo0o-existing0-[aii0nd0-[uiKhinese0ults0 
(oral0commumcation0ayl3Eloisa0Concetti).0[n0addition,03ome&petificities05f0 
the0Chinese0:eligious&rchitecture0-iave0nspired03Oth0Chinese&nd0Uyghur0 
Islam.0This0s0he0ase0ifMhe^)agoda-shaped0nausoleums®nd0nosques,0vith0 
particular0eference0o03ansu.0tSb01so0triking0hat0he0)ig0ncense^)ot0ised0n0 
Taoist0tevotions0\as0>eenMntroduced0n^ilgrimage0ituals0t0>ufi0nausoleums0 
in0iorthern0China,Mfeature0hatl^)revails&lso0n0Jyghur0ombs0n0>Cinjiang0 
(personal0)bservation0)yKr.Karcone0tSKashgarSh0oo80nd0t0urfan0n0oi3).0 
It&hould&lso0)e0ioted&hat0he&raditional0nooii-gate0Iin&he0form0Df0ialf0 
moon)0vas0ntegrated0nto0he0rchitecture0)®n0jyghur0vluslim0nausoleum0 
(S6gal0Chojam0vtaziri0-^bersonal0>bservation0)y0r.ffiarcone,0rurfan0oo8).0 
TheEf)ilgrimageBite0>f0vlonte^erita0n0Yscona,0vhichiieveloped0ts0)wii0 
architectureBnd0pecial0tructure,0s0eplete0vith^)aradoxical0mageryl^Hobart,0 
inMhis0olume).KThis0omes0o0he0ore0hesefflays0n0he0rekking^)ath0hrough0 
the0orest0eading0o0Zeltic&tones,0he^apanese0Tea0-[ouse&nd0he0erpent0 
pathMo0he®uddhist0nandala0n0ront0)f0he0nain0)uilding.0IanSve^ive0t0he0 
label®) f!^erenmalist0rchitecture?0>imilarly,0nMhe0iewly0reatedEf>ilgrimage0)f§ 
theffievenKleepers0hat0 3 enicauc®nalyzes0n0his0/olume,0t0s0Aforth0ioting0 
that0extraneous0Muslim0artefacts0(banner,0icon)0are0integrated0with0the0 
former0Zatholic0hrine,0naking0tSn0slamic-Christian0ite.0Jnfortunately,0he0 
attitudes0>f0he0ocals0o0his0mbiguous0ombination0\ave0>ecome0nainly0)ne0 
of 0 uriosity 0 ncBloofnessB!see 01 soff > emcaucMoi 4 :i 36).0 

Shared,KlisputecfindMnanipulatedSacredness 

Two0hapters0n0his0olumeB|Charleux0nd0Ylbera)0iraw0ttention0o0he0act0 

thatShared0anctuaries0nay&>eE|)laces0or&ompetition&nd0iisputes0>etweeii0 

two0>r0hree0eligions,0nvolving0he0urators&>fSheSite,0he^bilgrims&nd0he0 

local^)opulations.0\.lbera&rgues0hatHhe0ompetition0sStrongest0mong0he0 

Abrahamic0eligions,0vhich0re01Hxclusive.KThis0s0ess0narked0mong0Vsiatic0 

religions0Tor&xample,0n0>uddhismE&nd0Taoism).0X' r e0cnow&>f0TLany0ites0n0 

Anatolia&nd0he03alkans0hat0Christians&nd0VluslimsKfehared^)eacefully0n0 

the0iineteenth0and0sarly0twentieth0:enturies0aiid0which0were0ater0fiercely0 

disputed.0VBignificant0ontemporary®xample0s0he0omb0if®achel0n0srael,0 

a0ite0hat^ews,0Zhristians&nd0Vloslems0ormerly0hared0ogether0n^)eace,0 

but0vhich0ater&hey0disputed0Dver.0\Tow0'adical^ews0with0theKhelp05f0the0 
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Israeli0>tateBiaveBeizedHheBanctuaryl3byl3brce,BlthoughBtBvasE|>lacedHindeiS 

the&ontrol&>®heB > alestinianB\uthoritySromB 993 - 5 S>inceBoo 7 BheBvalM>® 

separationSncirclesBheBanctuaryBoBhatMs&>nly&ccessible 0 romBhe 0 sraelilK] 

sideH[BowmanBoi5:73)S 

ItBsBveUSnownBhatSmbiguityMsBiotBinlyHheBonsequenceBifBBiaturaE 
orBpontaneousKjarocessStHs&lsoSreatedSiyKhumaiisHieliberatelySIuratorsK] 
ofBhrineB>rBombs,Boo,BreBnstrumentaMnBnanipulatingBvhatBsH:onceivedlEI 
ofBsBacred,BsBvellBsBheBymbolsBndSitualsH:onnectedBvithBheBanctuaryS 
Thereby&urators^nsure&hat&heBplaceBsHsufficientlyEbmbiguousBt oKserveK 
theirBlnterests,Hl.e.BoBttract§nore^bilgrims,B)rBo^)ersuadeBomeB)®hemBvhoH 
belongBoBnotherSeligionMoBhangeBheirBieliefsS 

AnotherBeasonSoBncourageBmbiguityStM&acrecBite&aiiBie&ulturalS 
Le.BoBadapt0iarmomously&oBal3breignB:ontext.Koroastrians,KbrBexampleS 
mayBiaveBmitatedBvIuslim^estures,MementsB)rBiamesBtHheirBanctuaryBnH 
orderS olSe&norel&cceptableBoBheBatter.Svleiition&anBiereBie&nade&ifBheK 
ZoroastrianBempleBiamed^;frBfteiMheBvluslimKhi’iBnausoleum;BtBheBameKI 
timeBheKoroastrianl^iilgrimageBvasBalledBiaraiBan^rabicBvordBhatEhasKl 
theBameBneaning)B|Vivier-MuresanBoo 7 : 458 ).KGenerally,HnanyBufisBvaiitBoKI 
adaptB oBheSontext&>fBBite,&venBffltHs&ulturallyMmpregriatedB>yBnotheiS 
faithMnHndia,HatBVaishalMnHBihar,&heB<eepersS)fl3aBSufi&anctuaryB)®he0 
ShattariyyaBrderBookBverBnBncientBiteBhatBiadBeenBlinkedBoffiuddhismS 

JainismBndB^ishnuismBvithMheHntentionHo^leaseSdindusBndBhareBeveralKI 

festivalsBvith&hem.KDuringS>neSifBheseH’estivalsSffigiesS>fSerpents&nd&B 

HinduHleityBtBheBaint’sBombBvereBeneratedSySothBvIuslimsBndBdindusKI 

(Servan-SchreiberS 997 :i 49 )S 

EconomicH’actors&naySlsoHietermine&he&easonsSor&nanipulatingBheKI 

sacredBhBirderHoBreateBmbiguitySsBlemonstratecMiyKCharleuxSlnllhisBtudyS 

theBTaoistSndBJuddhistSanctuaries&tElWutaishaiiSompete&oSttractElnoreK 

pilgrimsBoSisitHhem.KirhisBvasBlsoBheBaseHnBheBiineteenthBndBwentiethlEI 

centuriesBtBhe®ektashiBitesHnB\natolia,BvhichSmbracedKhristian3egendsKl 

inElordeiStoBwelcomeKIChristiaiiKlpilgrimsKlforffinancialKlgaiiiKI(AlberalElin&hisKI 

volume). 

BySfocusing^orStheKnotiorSofKIpre-religiousKsacrednessS pilgrimaged 
sanctuariesSandKpre-religiousKsaintsKweHseel<SteSisolateKwhatE]migh®beK 
interpretecfisBheSoreSeaturesBifBheBsacred’.BVeSiiitiallySinkedBheSonceptlEI 
to 0 topolog)S(aHmouiitainScave 0 etc.)K]andKhumarSbehaviouiS (asceticismS 
divinationS>rKhealingSitesStc.)B-SlMactorsBhatfi;ontributeBoBheS 3 ristineKI 
identityB>®Bite,BnakingSlt®ssentiallySieutral.Btetl 5 )re-religiousBacrednessBndKl 
pre-religiousBaintsBreBarelyB’oundHnMheirS'ureBorm.ffiothBisuallyBompriseKI 
elementsS>®iiverse&eligionsMiitriguingly,BheBnoreSSacredBiteBs&narkedEl 
bySsignsBndicativeSaffltsKIpre-religiousKlsacredness.KItheBnoreBtBvillKbppearKI 
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ambiguous, Uncertain,Unclear,Sibscure^ncEl ifficultBo^infflownMn&he&yesKI 
of&he&epresentativesHjf&he&nainstream&eligions.EThis&lso&ppliesBo&heS 
attitudeKbffiBite’s&uratorKowards&Efjre-religiousKaint.HTieSermBparadoxicarK] 
isBlsoKlisedHbyBeveraMcholars&nentionedSnSSheBntroductionSo&haracterizeK 
suchSsacred 0 sitesKbrKlthe 0 saintKhimselflEI(Bouillier 02 OO 4 : 26 o;KLorySL 985 :i 77 ).KI 
This&ermHs&ppropriate&sBetymologicallyHt&efers&o&vhatBsBsontrary&oE 
expectationKI(iiiKltheKopinionKlo®adherentsKoflElmainstreamKreligions).KIThusKI 
the&acredness^aerceivedHayEkomeKhumans&vhenBencountering^iaradoxicalK 
sanctuaries®loesHiotBccord0oH-eligious&ipinions0hatBre0:ommonlyBdhere<E 
to.0This®s0alsoS;he&:aseHo®sitesHthatHiaveH3een&ecently§created,Has,Wor0 
example,SnHvtonteKVerita0nB\sconaB-&eferred&oHasSa^)ilgrimage0siteB)fEl 
paradox’^HobartSnHhisH'olume).Hrrespective&>fMvhethei®^)articularBite0sKI 
considere<®mbiguous&>r&|>aradoxical,[>MMheBanctuaries0nvestigated0n§:hisK 
book&reByncretic&ir&iybrid andMMend&oBespectBnore&irMessBhe&tormsK] 
o®heBeligions8oBvhich8hey®re3inked.KVt8heBame8ime,BheseBanctuariesK 
retainSheSiualitylSifEiare-religiousHacrednesslBsSlefinedBiere.KrhisHppliesSilsoKI 
to&nodels&ifl^)re-religious0'igures.Kirhis&)ookSs&&nodest&ttemptH;o&xploreK 
questionsBhat&onfrontM-iumansBvhoSeekBo&xpandBheirBinderstanding&iflEI 
such&nulti-dimensionaMnd&mbiguous&anctuaries.^are-religiousS’igures&irH 
saints, BndMlheKacred.K] 
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CHAPTERS! 


TowardsSk&eappraisallSMmbiguity 

InMh^ootstepsWj^redericIMVMIasluck 

H 

DionigiSVlbera 


The 8 totionH>Bmbiguity 8 iasK>eenSbutstandinglyEf>ropelledSn 8 eligious 8 tudiesS 
byBheSvork8arriedK)ut&>yl3heKnglish8cholarffrederick8X/ r illiarnKHasluckStS 
the8eginning8®heBwentietl®entury,BinceBhe£|>ublicationM)fl3iis8cey8rticleS 
onBVmbiguousBanctuariesHndHBektashiEJ>ropaganda’HnBheB 9 i 3 /i 4 KlssueSl)®heB 
A««Mfl®/B^effin'h's/z®c/zoo®/Bli/ze«s.8n8he8rameworkl3)®^rowingBlnterest0 
in§multiTaithBattendanceBatHholyBsites,BaBnumberSo®authors 0 -iaveBrecentlyB 
resumedBnsBiotion 8 >®ambiguousBanctuaries’Bn 8 >rderBoE|)ortray®ituationsB 
inHvhich^)ilgrims 8 )elongingBo 8 iifferent 8 eligious^roups 8 reBttractedM)yBhe 0 
sameBhrineBAlbera 8 oo 5 , 8 oo 8 ;B\!bera 8 ndKIouroucl®oi 2 ;B 3 owmarBoi 3 ;B 
Duijzings 8 ooi;Bdayder®oo 2 ;B-{aydenB®z/. 8 oii;[>'Hayder®ncMX' r alkerl&oi 3 ).B 
Here,08vouldBikeBoBakeBomeHurtherBtepsBnBhe8xplorationB)®-[asluck’sB 
legacy 8 vith&egardBoBhe 8 iotion&>®ambiguityMn&eligious 8 >ehaviour. 0 rhen 8 
Mvill 8 ry 8 oS^ointBDu®omeB:heoreticaMiirectionsB:hatB:anBbeSbuiltB:rorn&B 
considerations) BiisBeminaBeflections.KI 

I 

TheSinfluentialSworkSo® Fredericks WilliamSHasluckS(i 878 -i 92 o)SonStheS 
interchangeSbetweenSChristianitySand0slamSoccupied8he0astSyearsSofShisS 
shortSlife.SAfterShisSeducation0nSCambridge,SwhereSheSbecameSFellowSo® 
the0<ing’sSCollege,SHasluck0eftSforSGreece,SwhereKheSwasSaffiliated8o8heS 
BritishKchool 8 >fS\.rchaeologySnS\thens.SFor 8 everall^ears&ieBesearched 8 >nS 
numerous8ubjects,8ncluding&rchaeology8)fSkncientS3reece,STiedievaBndS 
modern8iistoryS)®myrna,83reek8ndSrurkish8olkloreBccounts8>®ravelHoS 
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theS^evantEkndHSenoese&ndHVenetianHiumismatics&ndlxheraldryHfoundHnH 
theH\rearHEast. 0 n&pringB 9 i 3 ,&teBojournedHnH<onyaHvithHusHvife,H:orH:heirH 
honeymoon,BndBccordingHoHheHatter’sHccount,HhisBxperienceHvas[>J>ivotal,H 
becauseH-[asluckHievelopedHi-omHhisE|>ointM&trongHnterestMnM:heHnterplayH 
betweenKChristiansHnd04uslimsShShe0 , urkishSvorld.KThisK>ecameHheHlmostEI 
exclusiveBubjectHjfHusBubsequentHvork.HdeBtarted&xtensiveHustoricaBndS 
ethnographicH:omparisons,0bcusingH5nH:heHDttomanlEEmpire.Hrhis&esearchH 
wasHiampered&yBheHjutbreakHjfiheHDrst&XforlcHX'hrSkndHhenHyySHiiseaseH 
that&dasluckHriedMnH'ainHoH:ureSnKwitzerland.KDespiteffl3ieclining&iealth,KI 
heHenaciouslyH:ontinuedHoH:ollectBiata,HmtilhisHieathMnH 920 ,BtBheSkgeB>fH 
forty-two .HD n&heBhemeBhat&aptivated&iis^ttentionBiuringHheHast^eriodS 
ofHusHifespan,EheHeft§kHew[>|>ublishedSkrticles,BomeHTianuscriptsSknd&HargeH 
amountHjfHiotes.HdisHvifeHvfargaret&evised&ndHzollectedBhis&nateriaMn&H 
book$£hristianit)fflincMslam$indeMhMultans$$>ub\ishe<MiM929MMias\\ick’sM 
work&iasH>een&atherHieglectedHnH:he0bllowing^Deriod,Ht&iasH3eenH'ecentlyH 
rediscovered&ndHtsHnfluenceKhasHaeen&onsiderablyHnvigoratedHiuring&heH 
lastHlecades.'H 

TheH mainH semantic^ contexts inS whichS HasluckS employsS theS termsS 
‘ambiguous’SorSambiguityMsSassociatedSwithShisSdiscussionSofSsanctuaries’S 
whoseSreligiousSaffiliationSisSsomewhatSblurred.SHisSseminalSarticleSthatS 
analysesSambiguous&anctuaries’SnH:onnectionStvithH3ektashiE|>ropagandaHsS 
theSbcw.sH:/asszcM.sH)fH:hisHiiscussion. 2 H[nSaisHntroduction,H-tasluckE|)roposesS 
anSbften-quotedSiefinitionH)fHuchEMJ>henomenon'. 

TheBambiguous’Banctuary,l 3 :laimedBlndBrequentedl 8 >yll>oth[Beligions,BeemsB 

toBepresentBBlistinctBtageB)fBlevelopmentB-Bhe^3eriodB)fflquipoise,BsBtB 

wereB-BnBheBransitionB>othBromBChristianityBoB 3 ektashismBnd,BnBheB 

rareBasesBvhere^)oliticaMndB)ther0:ircumstancesBreBavourable,BromB 

BektashismBoBChristianity.B 

B (HasluckBL 913 - 14 : 94 )B 

AsHHnatterS>fl3act,[iHasluckBnalysisSsHarHnoreSomplexShatMhisHlefinitionS 
suggests,BndHtHsHjuiteHarHfomBHnechanicalMdewM)fHhe§ransferenceH)®iolyS 


lB InBheBbllowing.BBvillB-efeiHoHheBoooBditionBjfHD/zmttflMztyBiwiiBs/flwBiWiierB 
t/jeBSM/ta«s.BBiographicalBinformationBisBessentiallyBderivedBfromBtheB‘Editor’sB 
note’HhatBvtargaretBvt.BdasluckBvroteBorHhisBjook^HasluckRoooui-sJ.ffoAnB 
evaluationBofBHasluck’sBcontributionBseeBtheBimportantBinterdisciplinaryBworkB 
directedB)yffi)avidffihankland^2004-i3). 

2B This&rticleBiasBseenl^ublished.Bn&n&bridgedBbrm.BnBD/zrafzawzfyBwiiHs/tfZMB 
M«rferB/7effiM/te«s^HasluckRooo,Bol.Bl:B|.54-77).B 
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placesBromH>neBeligionBoBheB)therBhatB>neBnayBnferBromBhisB[uotation.8 

AsBAreB\dllBee,BnBiumerousB:asesBiocumentedB)yl3-Iasluck,BtBsM<Bektashi8 

£eMeBhat8sBnade&mbiguous’B>yBntroducingBIhristianBymbolicBlements,8nB 

orderBoBttireBKhristianBlientele.B-[aslucMJ>aysBttentioii8oBheBnultifaceted8 

organization8ofBthe8Bektashi,Bwhich8include81aymenBalongBwith8professed8 

dervishesB\dio8ive8nBheBonventl5£eW:e)BmderBheButhorityB>®B>(z£>(Z:8 

TheBeligiousBloctrinesB>fBheB 3 ektashiBkreBlevisedBoB:aterBor[>MlBntellectsB 

andBemperaments:BheirBystemBndudes,BikeB>therBnysticBeligions,BB 

gradualBnitiationBolSecretB;nowledgeB>y&BiumberB>fli|;rades:BheseBorm[BB 

seriesB)®tepsB>etweenBB:rudeBndl>|>opularBeligion,BnBvhich[ 3 aint-worshipB 

playBnBmportantli|>art,BoBBrery§fcmancipated,[>lndBnlSomeBespectsB 

enlightened,^bhilosophy.B 

B (HasluckB 913 - 14 :® 5 )B 

Bektashism8ncorporatesBeveralBIhristiaiiBlemeiitsBndEf>rofessesBespect8 
for8non-Muslims,8who8nay8also8have0aeen8admitted8to8the8arder8without8 
askingBhemBoB:onvertBoBslam.B\ccordiiigBoB“[asluck,BromBheB>eginiiing,8 
the8spread8of8Bektashism8has8repeatedly8implied8the8usurpation8of8tribal8 
shrinesBn-B5fBanctuariesB3elongingBoB)ther0slamicBnysticB)rders,BhroughB 
aBiiversifiedBtrategyG|;oingBromBheBiissemination&>®egeiids^ndEkccouiits8 
ofBniraclesBorB:ommoiiE|>eople,BoBnitiationBnto8ecretBcnowledgeBorBnore8 
learned8persons.8The8same8procedure8was8applied8to8Christian8churches8 
andBaints’Bombs,BsBdasluckBhowsB>yBakingBiitoBccountBeveralBxamples8 
spreadB>verB\natoliaBndBheB>alkans.8 

According8to8his8analysis,8sanctuaries8are8made8ambiguous8betweenB 

Christianity8andBBektashism8throughBthree8main8mechanisms:8conversion,8 

intrusionBnd8dentification.KTheBirculation8)®8eries8)f8egends8nayBuggest8 

thatBBaint8)elonging8oHine8eligion8vas8n8actBecretlyB:onverted8oBnother8 

religion;BhatBheBnausoleum&lsoBnousesBheBombB)flM&aiiitB)f[>M<Hiffereiit8 

religion;BhatBheB-iolyl^)ersonBs&ctuallyBheBransfigurationBif&BaintBi®he8 

otherBeligion.Biven8nl8heseB:ases,BheBttitudesBaryBccordmgBoBheB:ulture8 

and8he8eligionB>fBhe^bersonsBvhoBre8nvolved:8 

TheBducatedB 3 ektashi,BoBvhomBheBdeasB)f^)antheismBndB 

metempsychosisBreBamiliar.BindBtlSasyBLndBLaturalBoBdentifyBheB 

ChristianBaintsBvithBheirB>wn;BorBimplerBouls,BfBndeedBheBfficacyB)fB 

theBniracles 01 oesBLOtBufficeBhem,BablesBikeBheHiisguise’B)®ariffialtikBnB 

theBobeB>fBSvityBsfikola’BnayB>eBisedBoB)ridgeBhe^ap.Khristians,BiavingB 

beforeBhemBmmerousBfexamplesB)fB:hurchesBisurpedB>yBheBvloslemB 

conqueror,BcceptBatherBheBssumptionBhatBheffiaktashiBanctuaryB 
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occupiesBBiteBIreadyBfconsecratedBbyBZhristianBraditiorcBhoughBheirBctB 

ofBvorshipBsBnadeBnBheBictualBomb-chamberB>fBheBvloslem[Saint,BlndB 

conformsBoBheB:ustomB)fBheBvIoslemBanctuary.ffl 

B (HasluckBL 913 - 14 : 112 ) 

As®>neB:an®ee, 0 -Iasluck’s®:oncrete®nalysisHiisplays®®:omplexl£| 5 ictureE 
The®xamples®ie®xamines®howBhatEhmbiguous®anctuariesBio®iolM'esultlK] 
only,®rEf>rincipally,®rom®surpation®fEhristianBites. 0 nBeveral®ccasions,®E] 
isH}ather®®ektashiEf>laceHhatlls®iadeHttractiveH]brKChristians®yl 21 ts®ccupiersB 
IfBfasluckfflocumentsBariousBxamplesHnBvhichKhristianBanctuaries&doptB 
fictitious® aktashi3egends®nd®reBhusBnade®ccessibleBoH>ektashi£J>ilgrims,E<] 
heKalso®:learly®hows&hat®nlK]other®:ircumstances®3ektashiKlsites0embrace0 
ChristianHlegendsBlnBirderHoSeceiveKChristian^ilgrims.KrheBnaterialKliiterestsKl 
of&he^ersonneMnEbharge&>fBhese&ioly®ites®re®imilar®nd,®ccordmgBoK] 
Hasluck,Hheyl^lay®n®Tiportant£f>artl 8 nMheseEJ>rocesses: 

TheB)ccupiersB)fBheBmbiguousBanctuary,B)eBheyBChristianB)rB 5 ektashi,B 

findBheirB:/ze«fe/e,RndB:onsequentlyBheirB'evenues,Bncreased,BvhileBheB 

frequentersBeceiveBheBessBangibleB>utBiotBessBppreciatedB>enefitsB>fB 

miraculousBiealingBndBntercession.B 

B (HasluckBl 913 - 14 : 112 ) 

Hasluck®nsists0on®he0multifaceted<]natureKo®the®nterplaylE]between[3 
religionsJ33neB>fBhe®nain®imsB>f®tisBvork®vasBo®eject®implisticBheoriesK] 
based® n®ssumptions®entred®n 0 heories®fl 8 urvivals.B : or®xample,®e®rmly 0 
contestsBhatBheBfequentationBDfBaBvtuslimBanctuaryBbyBZhristiansQnayS 
be®eenEbs®E^roofBhatBheBanctuaryl3nBjuestionEWasB>riginallyl3ZhristianKI 
( 2000 : 104 ,Bo 8 ).BdisBiotioii®fEambiguousBanctuaries’^)uts®iiBmphasisBiiiS 
multilayered^jirocessesBhatMnvolvecKiifferentKbctors&ndEldependedBinBheK 
crucial®ivolvement®f®eligious®pecialists.K] 

In&iis^>agesBhe®iotionEbf®mbiguityBs®lso®ssociatedBoBhatEbf&:ultsH 
InBheseBases®BaintH’igureBsBnadeBhe®bjectB>fl3iistinctHdentifications®y0 
different&eligious^roups,0)ecorning&IKChristian&aintl3br&ome,®ElMuslirnK] 
holyE]personfforBhe&)thers.® 5 ornetirnesBhese®arnbiguous 0 :ults’ 0 are®irnply 0 
refraction® fBhe®evotionsEf>resenlMt[3he®mbiguousBanctuariesWetHlnBome0 
circumstances 0 -iasluck®mploys&heB:erm®vithBa 0 ess®pecialized&neamngE 
Thus®ome0ambiguousBults’®re&iot®isiblyHheBesult®®he^)ropaganda®ylEI 
religious®pecialists,B>ut®eem®:reatedBn®Bather®pontaneous&vay,®vithoutK 
political®nd&conomicBnterests®t®take,®sBnBheB:aseB)®ambiguousB:ults’K] 
linkedBo®aturaMettings,®keBprings^ 20 oo:i 25 ).K 
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Therefore 8 it 8 is 8 possible 8 to 8 perceive 8 another 8 dimension 8 of 8 ambiguity ,8 

whichEtemainsSmplicitMn0-Iasluck’sBvork.0rhisBiimensionl3nakes&eference0 

to 8 practices 8 that 8 cross 8 religious 8 borders 8 in 8 situations 8 in 8 which 8 interfaith 8 

attendanceE03KelativelyShdependentEEromBhe8tratagems8>flXeligiousKpecialists,8 

andSsSiotSignificantlyS;onnectedBo&he0ssue&i®heB;ontrolEb®he&hrine.KI 

This 8 )ccurs&vhenBharedBites 8 >f 8 vorship®re 8 ocated 8 n 8 iaturaMettings 8 - 8 )n 8 

mountaintopsB)rBnB:heBdcinityB)f 8 :rees 8 HBvellsB-BvhichB)ften&scapeBheB 

controM5®eligious8:orporationsMnB>ther8:ases,Bnixec&ttendanceBsBimplyB 

relatedBoBheKjaower&ttributedBoBheBanctuary^sBnanifestedBay&niraclesB 

andBotherBextraordinarylK| 3 henomena.BWhatiaBamBsuggestingKhereBsBthatHtB 

is^ossibleSo&nlargeBheBcopeBDfBheBiotion&ifl&mbiguityBoBncludeBheseB 

phenomena.BMongBvithBtsBtrongerBneaningBwhichBienotesBnBmbiguousB 

sanctuaryBxperiencingBnS)verlapS)®laims,SymbolicBlemeiitsBndHtrategiesKI 

o®nnexationB®BlienteleB®vorshippers),BtHls£f>ossibleHloBpeakSbf8LmbiguityB 

withBBveakerBonnotation.B 

Drawingll>nB[SiugeBiterature,B-[asluckBlescribedBBvidespreadBhspositionB 
forfcossingBehgiousBaordersBn^BjuestHbrBupernaturaExhssistanceMX/ithMl] 
remarkableHrudition,ffiie§leaned®iundreds®Examples0istributedBverSeveralKI 
centuries,&speciallyBnB\natoliaH&ndBheE>alkans,&>®nterfaithl 2 requentationB 
o®acredBites,Bvhere^eople85®iifferentB'eligionsBhareBheBearch0brBvell- 
beingBndKbftenEjbracticeBheBameBites.B-IeBtronglylluggestsBhatHIheBelationsB 
betweenBehgious^roupsBvithinBheBDttomanffimpireBiacIlymbioticBspects.B 
In 8 his 8 :ontext, 8 heH’requentationl 85 ®hrinesB>®notherl 8 'eligionBppearsBsBB 
common,&lmost 8 )anall^)henomenon 8 !Hasluck^ooo: 97 )&nd 8 practically&ny 8 
o®he8eligionsB>®rurkeyBnayBhareBheBiseB>®Banctuaryl&dministeredB3yB 
another,B®hisBanctuaryBrasM&ufficient&eputation 0 brB>eneficen®niracles ,8 
among 8 vhich 8 niracles 8 DfEhealing^)lay&^)redominantl^)art’ 8 ; 2 ooo:ioo). 0 : or 8 
Hasluck, 8 hese 0 ’orms&>®ievotional 8 nixing 8 vere^ 3 articularlyl^)ronounced^t 8 
theE|>opularBevel,BsBheBpopularBeligiousBhought’BndBheBitual[>|>racticeB>® 
Oriental 8 Christendom 8 aave 8 nuch 8 n 8 :ommonBvithBhoseB)®slam. 8 rhus 8 in 8 
theB:ase85®aintsBhe&ttractionB>fBiealingBniraclesE|;oesBarBoB>vercome&llB 
scruples,®ndH3reekBioBess8hanBrurkBdmitsBheBdeasHhat,8fBiis8)wnBaintsB 
faiMum,BanBalienBnayEbe 0 nvoked’B( 2 ooo:iO 5 ).BRegular^>articipationBnBtheB 
shrineB)®notherBeligionBiidBiot^enerally 8 mplyl&BiesireB)®nnexationBH-BB 
wish 8 oB:onvert.BrheB:lergy§kndB:ertainBnysticaM>rdersB:ouldBakeBdvantageB 
o®hisBndefiniteBnterfaithBttendanceBoBupportBheirBtrategiesB 200 o:ioi),B 
thus^iving 8 }irth 8 offormsB)®eligiousBmbiguity 8 n&BtrongerBense.BfetBowB 
intensityH&mbiguityBs,BoBoBay,BheB - awBnaterial,BvhicMMowsMBbrmsB5® 
religiousBnterchange.BrhisBsB:he^>henomenonB:hat 8 ies&®heB 3 asis,BvhichB 
permeatesBnore&laborateBbrmsB>®eligiousBnterrelationship.B\ndBtBs[>MsoB 
theBnostBiifficultSoBxplain. 
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To&umBip®tBeems^ossibleBoBdescribeMfcontinuumEbfB:ross-borderB 

situationsShatfihaterializeBr®mbiguous[p>racft'ces,Eii<&sElndBa«cta«nes.KrheseB 

situations^reBinkedBoBlightlyBlifferent,&iidB:omplementary,Biefinitions&>flK] 

theBermBambiguous!BThe^ractices&ccomplishedBnB>rderB:oE|;ainB:heBtelpB 

o®foreignBaints®ncludingBhroughBheBiseB)fB:heB:ulticBnfrastructures&>fB 

anothei®eligion®nay&>eBeerBsE&mbiguousH>ecauseBheyBackB:leamessE&iidB 

definitenessBifiermsBifBeligiousBnembership&ifBheBvorshippers.BrheBultsB 

thatBttributeBHoubleBldentityHoHomeH\olyl2LguresHreHmbiguousK>ecause8he0 

latter&iaveBeveral^ossible&neaningsSndSnterpretations.HTheH’requentationH 

oflM$anctuaryl3>yG|)eopleB)ffflistinctBaithsBnakesBlBmbiguous,B:hatBsBoBayB 

ofBmcertainMiatureBndBhis&mbiguityBaecomesBtrongerBvhenBhereBsBheB 

explicitl^resenceB>MBloubleBultl%ndBnBomeBareB:asesKb®elebrantsB>fl3bothB 

religions)BhatHnakesBlifficultBoBlassify^reciselyMheBiolylBiteBroml3he£|>ointB 

ofMdewE&ffltsBeligiousBffiliation. 

IBthinkBthatBitBisBimportantBtoBexpandBtheBscrutinyBofBtheBnotionBofB 
ambiguity® nB5rdeiBcBvoidBooBiarrowBiiterpretationsB>fBheseE|)henomena.B 
ThisBs&heBcaseBo&heBmodelBoBantagonistBtolerance’BrecentlyBdevelopedB 
by®obertl3“IayderBndBusB:ollaboratorsBIHaydenB2OO2;0-{ayder®iB2/Boii;B 
HaydenBandBWalkerB 20 i 3 ),BwhichBhasBbeenBinspiredBbyBaBquiteBabridgedB 
readingB>fl3-[asluck’s®vork&>rBmbiguousBanctuaries.BrhisBnodelE|50sitsBheB 
existenceB)fBnonolithicBeligious^roups,Bvhich&reBlefinedHhrough[>MlatherB 
primordialistBapproach.BHaydenBsuggestsBthatBsharingBofBaBshrineBamongB 
faithfulB>®iifferen®eligionsBsB)ut^Bemporaryl3namfestation,KboundBoB)eB 
erasedBjySheShnateBendencylSifleligious^roupsBoBompeteBindBlifferentiate.B 
The^)resenceB)fflheB>ther’BnBltsBanctuariesBlsBinlyBoleratedBisHbngBsBJ^roupB 
isBclearlyBdominant.BReconsideringBambiguityBmayBhelpBtoBundertakeBlessB 
mechanicalBnterpretations.Bvloreover®hisBiotionBnayEJ>ossiblyl2beBisefuBsBB 
more^eneraBnalyticaMool.BThisBsBtBeastBheBiypothesisBhatHBvilBxploreB 
inBheBiextl^bartsBifflhisBhapter. 


II 

By®ollectingB\undredsB)®xamplesH)ffl\owBeligionsB\aveB>verlappedllinceBheB 

MiddleB\ges,B-[asluckBiasB:learlyBndicatedBhatBheseBnterfaithBxplorationsB 

wereBnportantKnBheBdediterraneanBegion.®oth®iistoricaMndl2ontemporaryB 

sourcesBshowedBthatBrelationsBbetweenBreligiousBgroupsBinBtheBOttomanB 

EmpireBendedBoBieBymbiotic.KhristiansBindBvduslimsBvereBeadyBoBddressB 

theirBequestsHoBhrinesBdministeredl>yllheE3)therBleligion,EjbrovidedBhatHiheyB 

hadBBeputationBor®>eingBfficacious.ffivenBfl2heB’ocusB)ffl\isBvorkB:oncernedB 

theSnterplayBbetweenBChristiansBandBMuslims,BHasluckBalsoBdocumentedB 

severalBexamplesBinBwhichBinterreligiousBattendanceBofBtheBsameBshrineB 
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concernedHhe^ews 3 .K)nBheBvhole,BheSvlediterranean’s&eligious0andscapeKI 

displayedSnB)vercrowding’Bhatl3esulted0’romHhe®verlasting5)resence8vithinEl 

the®ame&paceKbflKldifferentKbranches&>fB:heK]three&nonotheismsKhnd&heir 0 

countlessKlfollowersMnKthisKcontext.KordinaryBreligiousKpracticesEMeviatedE] 

quite&)ftenKfrom&he0:anons&)®nstitutionalized&eligions,Kiand&his0:learlylEI 

contrastedBvithBheHtrength&>fiheB-eligiousK:lashesBo®resent§nBthe®istoryH 

offlheSvlediterraneaiiB-egion.SnHpiteHiSheBxclusivistMendenciesSypicalHiMIEI 

monotheisticBnilieu,BndS)fl3he0earsHifl5)ollutionfflerivingH)yl3he®oiitactBvithK 

the®>ther’,B)rdinaryBIevotiona®>ractices&>ften[3)lurred&eligiousKlistinctions,K 

sometimesBvithMhe&onnivanceHif&nysticaHirdersBndSocaMlergy. 

Hasluck’sBesearchSvas®arriedS)utMnB^)eriodBvhenMheSDttomaiiffimpireK 
was^pproaching^s&nd.BrheHdashlMSaellicose&tationalisms&ias&inceBhenlK] 
changedBhe&thnicEknd&eligious^rofile&ifBrroadBectors&if&he&astern&ndE] 
southernl3vlediterraneanB\®>rocess&>f&tornogenization&tas&>ften®u®n&ndK] 
toB:enturiesB)®:oexistenceMn&piteB)®his^enerallyl3iostile&ocio-politicalK 
environment, HnterfaithEf>orosity§nHlevotionaMttitudes&nd®ractices®asBiotK] 
disappeared® s&iasH)eenSiocumentedH)ySeveral&ecenfStudies^Albera&ndK 
Couroucli 02 oi 2 ;KBarkanKbndl 33 arkeyS 2 oi 4 ;ffiowmanlEl 2 oi 2 ;KDepretlEbnd 0 DyeK 
2oi2;® , altchinova®oio).0The^3owerfulBiriveBo&iomogenizeH)othBerritoriesS 
andKlidentitiesKhasKlno®completelyKldestroyed01ocalKspecificities.KEvenKlnowlEI 
religiousBmbiguityl31sH)ftenSociallyHcceptable,BndShereSlsHoom0'orBhterfaithK 
convergencesfl®n®ome&egions&hereKlappearsKltoHhaveKbeenKyEldecline0nlEI 
religiousBnixingBsBH-esultS)fShe®ombinedHggressivenessS)ffliationalismBndEl 
oM&eligiousBeformismSvith&igorist&ndScripturaBvertones.SnMjther&asesS 
religious®luralismSs®owadays®ecoming&nore&ommon®s,Boi®xample,HnEl 
someEfjost-socialist&ountriesE 

OnE5heEftasisE2>fShisKlirrnBontinuity,Korne&ery[§eneraM[uestionsK]eadHoHheK 

heartS)fflheKlssue®)fllheHmbiguityl3n8eligious^)ractices,BultsSndHanctuariesE 

Why,&>verBheS;enturies,BiicHheH’aithful&if®l^)articular&eligion&iotH-iesitateKI 

to&isit3he®olyE|)lace8)®notherBeligion?3dow8:ould3heySo®asilyS)vercomeH 

obstaclesSnd®arriersSnHheBxclusivistH;ontext®®he®/[editerranean 8 ’aiths?KI 

How&anMhey0:ontinueMo®oKo&venModay®sHItEhasBbeenBhownHbyBk8liumberEI 

o®tudiesBhat&iave^ 3 ursued 0 -Iasluck’s 0 nvestigations? 0 ndeed,Svhen^)eopleKI 

frequentBHiolyl 5 )laceSnanaged®)yllpecialistsKi®notherSeligion, 0 heyl 5 enerally 0 

adapfio&nateriaMoundations&ifBievotion&ndSymbolicSnfrastructuresBhatlEI 

areS^rioriMinfamiliar.BX^ouldBtSiot&ie&asien&noreKnaturak&oHimit&inesel® 

toH’amiliar&eligious®paces,HvhichB;ertainl)®re&iot0acking®iven8heHvealthlEI 

o®eligiousB>ffers ?0 


3B OnHhisBee&lsoHheBvork81oneB)y0/oinot^i948)BndB3en-Ami^i99o). 
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Hasluck’s8arguments8are8oMittle8help8in8answering8these8questions.8 
For8him,8the®mpetus8of8interfaith8attendance8comes8essentially8from8the8 
superstition8and8the8credulity8ofKthe8masses,8resultmg8mainly8from8their8 
ignorance.8fet8he®otion®fflmbiguity8naySuggest88vay8o8ender8ntelligible8 
these8apparently8bizarre8comportments.8The8use8of8the8concept8should8 
nevertheless8be8divested8of8its8demeaning8connotations8in8the8common8 
language,0n8which8itl3s8seen8as8synonymous8withlK]contradictionlKland8as8alK] 
symptom8)f®8ack&>ffl:onsistency,8:larity®nd8ruthfulness.8rhe&ttribution[>l)f8 
a&haracter&MmbiguityBo®eligious®ctions&>r®>eliefsHlepends8:learly§t>nBhe8 
perspective8rom8vhichl8he®tatement8s&nade.HtBupposes,8n&ISnore8)r8ess8 
explicitBvay,BnMdea8)fflvhatl8s8:lear,Bion-ambiguous. 

Even8scholarly8use8of8the8notion8of8ambiguity8may8be8derivative8of8 
a8Christian8vision,8which8has8been8so8often8integrated8and8somewhat8 
naturalized8in8the8scientific81anguage.8Thus,8when8a8shrine8contains8the8 
symbols®Ml^lurality®>Maiths,8>rlHlKupernaturaMigureHbecomesBhe8>bject8>f8 
multipleBdentificationsHbyl8heB’aithful,BhisBs&asilyEJ>erceived&sB3trange’®ndlK] 
‘unnatural’.8\Mouble8iature8or8i8;aint8igure8s8eenSs8in8ndexM)®:onfusion!8 
Moreover,W|>iousE|5ilgrimageBo&he®hrine&>f®notherBeligionMTLay&asilyl3beB 
perceived® s®n®quivocalE|>ractice,B)ecauseBtMsBn[8:ontrastBvithBheBnternalB 
image®>f&he® - eligiousBgroup,KjaromotedKbyBtheBauthorities,®vhichBtendsBtoB 
considerBhe®eligion®s®nBmiforml3etB>ffi|)ractices,B>eliefs®nd®iorms,BvhereB 
the®ame®piritualBessenceMs®venlyBlistributed,®nd®tems®lmostMiaturallyB 
from®®eries®>fl^>remises&hatBare&:ontained®n&heHbunding®pisodesBandB 
texts.®Xdrat®tays&>utsideBsBhe®ealm®>fHleviance®nd&ebellion,®rising®romB 
malice,Bgnorance®>rBheBveakness®f®iuman®>eings. 

In®>rderBtoBattain®®nore®>alanced&pprehension®>fE)alaces,®>ehavioursB 
and®>eliefsBabelled®sBambiguousl®veBhould®totl3]imit®urselvesBo®®ision®f8 
‘ambiguity’BonceivedlnH&Legative’BvayBsBEIeficiencyE^bflXlarity,intelligibility,8 
andBcoherence)Band8as&he&eversalBofBwhat®sBunivocal,8wellBdefined8andB 
distinct.BMhat8lisappearsBn8hisEf>erspectiveBs,8oBoBay,BheEjbositive®spectB)fB 
‘ ambiguity’.BThereforeHtHInayBbeBisefuMoBlrawBiHlistinctionBbetweenBheSmicB 
perspective,BnternaMo®nyBociaM>r®eligious[>|;roup,®ncH:he®tid>|>erspectiveB 
ofBthe®ocialBanalyst.BAnBeticBaccountBshouldBadoptBaBpositive’8conceptionB 
of8ambiguityl®>y[>!|)rivilegingBts&>bjectiveBTieaning,BhatBo®ay®E|>roperty&>fB 
things8orBbeings®hat8admitBmore®hanBone0nterpretationBorBexplanation.B 
MoreoverBheBneaningBfIhisSxpressionBnayBIsoBeferMoBheBieldBfGjbractice.B 
FromBhisE|5ointB>f0iew,BheBtymologyBuggestsBomeBnterestingBnferences.B 
AmbiguityBlerives0romBheB_,atin0r«fc®ndBzg'ere,BiamelyBtoBnove,BoBlrive,8 
to^ushB>nB>othB>r0nany®idesBtBlenotes®tBheB>rigin®n®ctionBhatBakesB 
severaMirections,®xploringBlifferent[>jbossibilitiesBvithoutBtopping8rtBBingle8 
dimension.BfBveE|5utBhisBn®Beligious®etting,BheBtymologicalB>ackgroundB 


TowardsW&eappraisaMftkmbiguity 


37 


canBielpBoBmderstandBheE|>rocesses[3>yBvhichBomeB>fBheHaithfuMbandonlKI 

theffinearBlarity&fihe^athBracedByBheirBeligiousBffiliationBncHakeBheK 

backBoadsKbfflmbiguousBanctuariesKkndBults. 

MoreE|;enerally,BheHiotionB>fl£hmbiguity’BnayE|>roveSiseful,E|>rovidedBhat§ 
weBeverseBhe^3erspective.K[n&itherBvords,0BuggestBhatBveBhouldBegardlEI 
‘ambiguityMsBnBlementHituatedSitlheBoundatioii,Hind0iot0itlheBnargins,Bif§ 
religiousHttitudes.BnsteadSiffionsideringBmbiguityBsEiSynonymBifflefectiveS 
orderSandScoherence,StSwouldSbeSpossibleStoSconceiveBtSasSevidenceSforS 
anothed8ogic,Bvhich0sBnimatedEi>ylSBvealthH>fBneamngsBndH]nterpretations,S 
andSby&heBendencyS'toSpushSonlKImanySsides’BheSqueslMbrSsupematurallK] 
benefit.B>uchBensibleness,B>asedB>nlM&emanticB>fB>verabundance,BiasB>eenE] 
undergoingBEJ>rocessB>®eductionHlueBoBheBctionB>fBBiifferentB>rderBhatlK] 
superimposesBtsKprinciples.Hrhus,Bf§atBhe0endBhe^3rofusion§o®symbols,K 
beliefsBndKj3racticesHs^>erceivedKhsBynonymousB)Mvandering,Bnaccuracy,K] 
obscurity,BndBesitation,BhisSsBnlyB>ecauseBnBxternall3aw§mposesHbyHiowS 
itsBtricterBequirements.ffiutBoBdvanceBinBhisBineBifSnquiryHlemandsBhatS 
weB>roadenBhe[>f)erspective,BenturingSnBSietourBnBheS/o«g'weffiwree’.S 

ill 

InSitsSobjectiveSmeaning,SambiguitySisSanSessentialSpropertySoManguageS 

(whetherBromMexical,SyntacticBrSemantic^ointBf§iew).HIlMmmatesHhianyS 

rhetoricaHiguresBndBeedsBrtisticBxpression.Hvtore^enerallyBsBecalledBiyS 

SimoneB)e®eauvoir^i 976 ),BmbiguitySsBnherentl 3 oBiumanBxistence,SvhichlEI 

isSuspended®>etweenHnindBndBnatter,BlnteriorityBncRxteriority,BlnstantMndS 

eternity.S 

SinceBncientSGreece^hilosophyKhasStriedStoBounterBmbiguitySorBtS 

leastBoBielimitStsBange&iflBction.SnBheS’ieldBiSogicBsBvellBsBnBhat&ifEl 

ethics.STheBearchBor^ireciseBlefinitionsBif&ntitiesSikeBieauty^oodnessBirS 

virtueBnB’lato’sSlialoguesBlsSymptomaticHifMhisSlevelopment.SnStsBiuestH'orS 

absoluteBrath^hilosophicaM'esearchffletachesBtselfSromBheSfcwi^BhatBsS 

toBayBromBipimon.SvhichSsH'atallyBmbiguousBndHikelyBoBieBrueBsHvellS 

asSfalse.SThe^ihilosophicalBiperationHTiaylEbeBeenEhsBhe^iassageSfromBheS 

indefimteSopmion§(‘theySsay’,Sit0sSsaid’),BoSdefimteBtatementsSformulatedS 

byBBubjectBhatSsolatesBndB:oordinatesBiisBssertions^‘IBay’,SyouBay’)^deS 

CerteauH 983 : 257 ). 

TheSriseSofSGreekSphilosophySisSpartSofStheSbreakthroughSthatStheS 

philosopherSKarlSJaspersKhasSidentifiedSwithStheStermS'AxialSAge’MtSisSaS 

periodBromBoughlyBiooBoBooBcHluringBvhichBhereBvereBnajor&hangesS 
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in8iifferentKuro-Asian®:ulturaMystems.' l ®rheseB:hanges®mply0n®ncreased® 
reflexivity;®an®amplification®of®the®consciousness®that®human®existence®is® 
located®n 8 imeBnd®pace; 8 he®levelopment 0 >®he®ntuition 8 )f 8 he 8 nalleability® 
o®ndividualBxperience 0 nd®D®theE|)otential® 3 ®iuman 0 ction;®:he®:reation® 
o®a®more®elaborate®cosmology,®which®often®involves®the®recognition®o®a® 
transcendent 8 >rder, 8 ietached 0 rom®he®vorldly®)rder; 00 adical®juestioning®)® 
schemes 0 egulating 8 he®ocialB>rder;®md 8 he 0 ondensation®n®he®exts®)®hese® 
new&isions^ithBheSievelopmentBjflM&et&iffilminciplesBorBheBodification® 
and 8 he®nterpretation®)fihese®vritings.®rhis®novement®s®kccompanied 0 >y®k® 
broadening®) ®iorizons,®vith®he®>pening®)fEf>otentially®LniversaEf>erspectives,® 
the® , stablishment®>Mn®)ntologicaMistinction[l>etween®ipperBnd®ower®evels® 
o®eality,®md 8 he 0 ttempt 8 o®ranslate 8 heEjbrinciples®>fflugher®)rder 8 n®iuman® 
behaviour. 8 The 8 protagonists 8 of 8 this 8 revolution 8 were 8 influential 8 minorities 8 
(often®nentionedBmong®:heE|)aradigmatic®:ases 0 reBheE|>rophets®)f 0 ncient® 
Judaism,®he®3reeMf>hilosophers,®-[induB>rahmins,®>uddhist®nonks,®Ihinese® 
literati).®These®iew®:igures®D®-eligiousBnd®:ulturalBpecialists®rad 0 Btrong® 
impact®on®their®civilizations.®rhe®Axial®Age®produced®a®crystallization®o® 
intellectual® - esourcesBhat®vereB;rucial®r>rBuccessive®:evivals,®AuthE|)eriodic® 
returns 8 to 8 the 8 source. 8 This 8 permitted 8 the 8 development 8 of 8 both 8 power 8 
structuresBnd®:ontestations® 3 ®:hese®fctructures,® 3 riginating®from®:heBame® 
cognitive,Bthical 0 ndBpiritual 8 )asis.®Jniversal®'eligions 0 reBierived,Biirectly® 
or 8 ndirectly,BndBometimes 8 ;enturiesBway,H'rom 8 his 8 :ruciaKurning^)oint ,8 
drawing®) n®:ultural®eservoirs 8 ormed®luring®he®Yxial®\.ge. 

ThisBransformation®nay8)e®:onceived0s0E|)rocess®)®iifferentiation.0n® 
Eric®A>egelin’sBerms,8his®Tieans0®:onceptuaM:ransition®Tom®compactness’® 
to 8 ‘differentiatedness ’.8 As 8 it 8 has 8 been 8 put 8 by 8 Ian 8 Assmann, 8 ‘conceptual 8 
compactness®:esults®rotBo®Tiuch®from0nBnability®:o®differentiate8-.-]B>ut® 
fromB 8 villBoB;onnectBndBo 8 ntegrate,BoBstablishBlliances, Equations , 0 nd® 
identities’ 8 ( 20 i 2 : 372 ). 8 rhe 8 movementBnitiated 8 with 8 the 8 Axial 8 Age 8 involves 8 
instead®the®establishment®o®distinctions®through®a®radical®questioning®o® 
tradition®and®a®critical®examination®o®accepted®ideas®and®customs.®This® 
antagonistic®econd-order®hinkingBffirms®ts 8 egitimacy 0 gainstBvhat&lready® 
exists® 

The 8 ethica® and 8 cognitive 8 rationalization® that® accompanies® the® 
development®)®vorld®eligions®\ad®najor®mplications®)n®eligious®>ehaviour.® 
The®iynamic®sE|>arallel®o®hat®vhich®narks®he®ietachment®)fEf>hilosophical® 
knowledge®:romBhe®ndefinite&ealm®D®he®opinion’ 8 iioxa).®Like®:he®atter,® 
believing®:an®lso®>e®een®s®ndefinite.®3n®hese0spects,®vlichel®le®Ierteau’s® 


4IS ForBecentB>verviewsS>nHhisHopic,BeeB\rnason,S:isenstadt&ncMV r ittrock^oo5;B 
Bellah&nd^oas&oi2. 
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reflections^i 98 i,S 983 )H)ffer®hallenging^)athways.BlnBiis^)erspective,KielievingKI 

means®o8give8:redit’®oGM3"ecipient.0tMs&n&ct&hat£|)oses8)otl®Hlifferent8 

partner^nd&Bleferred&epayment;StH:reates®3'eferenceHoHhe&ither^ncHo0 

theH'uture.03elieving^)roduces&&elationalB:ommitment,Svhereby®omethingK 

is^iven8oSomeoneS)ther^endingM'ewardM’roml3him.Krhis§ , equires8hat8he0 

latter 8 ecognize 8 iis 8 >bligation 8 ndM)eBble 8 o 8 io 8 vhatMsBsked.Krherefore, 8 heK 

deploymentll>fl3belief8s^added8\uthKkncertainties.8XdthoutBverl3being51ssurec0 

offliis 8 >et,Bhe 8 >eliever 8 s 8 >roughtl 8 o 8 nultiplyl 8 heBransactions 8 vithl 8 heBupra- 

mundane^artnersBwhoBcouldBmeetE]hisBdernandsMIonsequeiitly,BaccordingB 

toBieKerteau,&nobilityBsM£lominantHeature&>fl3:heEkct&>fH)elieving.0nB:heB 

search 8 >fMlespondent,HheB}elieverBendsBoB:ompensateHbrBusBmcertaintyB 

byBn8ndlessBeferenceBoBBnultiplicityH>fBupematuralEbthers’.[3vloreover,BnlK] 

the^bsence&>®nyS:ertainty,Bhe 8 )elieveiMs&)rought 8 oBelyB 3 nBhe 0 ’act 8 hat 8 

other^ 5 eopleH>elieve 8 nHhe&ction 8 i®omeBupra-mundane^uarantors.KvenlEI 

fromBhis^>oint 8 i®'iew,Hhe^)rocess 8 i®)elieving^)roceeds 8 rom&n 8 ndefiniteK 

plurality,BveryBmuchHikeBopinion’BioesSrhisBsBtheBdornaiiiKIdesignatedHrylK] 

expressions3ikeHtBsB>elieved’,BtheyB>elieve’.B-[enceBmergesEM|;eneral,BieutralB 

authorizationBoflEfcheBbelief.BDeBCerteauBdefines&hisBdirnensionBasBthatBofIKI 

‘plausibility’,BvhoseBubjectBemainsBindetermined.B 

TheBneutralBandBanonymousBsphereBofBbelievingBpointedBoutlKIbyBdeB 
CerteauBoverlapsBvithBheBetymologicaMneamngBofBambiguity’BhatEMraveB 
underlined8>efore.0t8;orresponds8oKlmovingH>n8)oth8ir8nanyBidesl8hroughlEI 
aBnultiplication 8 >®espondentsBvhoB:ouldBneetHheHlemaiidsB>f 8 heHaithful.B 
The^>rocess 8 >ffithicaMnd 8 ognitive 8 ationalizationHssociatedBo 8 he^rowthH)® 
universaMeligionsBiasBesultedHnBBrencIlowardsHheHlisenchantmentSifiheB 
world, 8 oBiseBvlaxBXfeberWorrnulaM , his 8 novementl 8 :ouldBlsoB>eHlescribedlK] 
asBBdisambiguatioixBvhichBeplacesHheBndeterminateBndBersatileBealmB)® 
whatBsB:redibleEi>yl 8 imitiiig 8 heBiumberB>®heBupernaturalBnterlocutors, 8 >yB 
identifying81istinct8)eliefsSind8ituaMctions,Bnd8)yBnsuring8heir8:oherence. 

DeBZerteau 0 s 8 describing 8 his^)rocess 8 vhenKheKj 3 oints&oBhe&ction&ilEl 
theBnstitution,Bwhichl3solatesBspecificBcontentsK](like0theBChurchBdecrees’)KI 
in 8 the^lobaBphere&i®vhat 8 sB;redible.Erhe 0 nstitutior®electsKkndB'efinesKl 
the&ssertions,^ivesBhemBheBbrmEb®Bioctrine,&ncI<brgamzesBhernBntoB 
allowedBpractice,BwhichBsBputBunderl3tsBcontrol.BABnewBdornainB(labellecI<] 
by&heBstatement:B‘weKlbelieve’)BreplaceBtheBanonymousBsphereBdesignatedlK] 
byBhe&xpressionBitMsHjelieved’.BTheBnstitutionBiefinesBheBphereBifMlhewB 
plausibility, 8)yBntroducingBleterminations,B>yl^roducingl3>rderBndHbyl8ettingB 
the 8 onditions 8 orll>perability.ffivenHffleKerteauffloesHiotMakeH]nHu:countBhis 8 
aspect, 8 t 8 ould 8 >e&dded 8 hatHheBeligiosity 8 >®irtuosi^toHiseffl 8 vell-knownlEI 
WeberianBcategory)Btends[><]inBits&um&oBescape&oBtheBindefimte,BgeneralB 
plausibilityll>f!>elieving.0/irtuosMreBnoreB:oncentratedB>nBoteriology,BearchlKI 


40 


DionigMUbera 


forBranscendenceBndBequirementB>®:oherence,BndHbcusBnainlyB>nl3:heK 

consequences0aMhe03eliefsBn&ermsB)MndividuaBaehaviourEandEkpiritualK 

tension . 5 


IV 

ThereKlareKsubstantialKIdifferencesKbetweenElworld&eligionsKIfromlEltheSpointKI 
ofS/iew&>f&he0mplementation&i®his&econd-order&eligious^)erspective0nKI 
theBoncreteBfeBfE|>eopleMnffiastem[><iVsia,HbiBnstance,Beligious&litesBndE] 
virtuosiHpursuedKIcertainlylElstrongKlpersonallE^oalsKbflEkpirituallElelevationKlandKI 
ethicaMevelopment,&)utl3heyl3juite&asilyl3nadeBubstantiaMccommodationsK 
withB>therHbrmsB>fBeligiosity,Bnore 0 nterested 0 nBnateriaM'equestsBndBhe 0 
effectivenessB)fBheBites.BTheyBlsoBhowl3ittleBntereslMnB>uildingKbarriers[><] 
amongBeligiousBraditions^SharotBooi).H'hisBituationBmergesBlearlylIn§he0 
Chineseffimpire,0nBvhichBbrBMongBimeBhereBiasH)eenBB:onglomerate&>fE] 
religiousBraditions.H>uddhismBndHaoismBiad£J>riesthood,B[Siturgy,BBanonK] 
andBrainingBentres.Bmt&eligiousBnembershipBvasBestrictedBoBheBlergyH 
andBBeryl 8 imitedBircleB>fl 8 aity.HIorrespondingly,KonfucianismMvasHimitedK] 
toEaQiarrowBenvironment0ofl3iterati.Krhe0vastQnajorityEbf§ChineseSpeople0 
hadKbo&eligiousKlaffiliation,KlandKlthey0:ouldKhotKbeKldefinedKlasSZonfucians,KI 
Buddhists&>rBTaoistsMTheyBvereB)rganizecMnBvorshipB:ommunitiesB>M'eryH 
disparateBiature.BiadBecourseBoBheBervices&ifHiifferentBlergiesBccordingK] 
toB;ircumstancesKandKphasesBD®he 0 ifespan,KandBirewffromB;heBymbols 0 
andBextsB>®heBhreeBeligiousBraditions^(GoossaertBoo 4 :i 2 ). 0 rheKhineseK 
landscapeBvasKpunctuatedB>)®anl3mpressiveQiumberBi®emples,BvhichBn0 
theirB'ast&najoritylEldidKhotHiaveKlan0exclusiveBeligiousBdentitylEI(GoossaertKI 
20 oo).KTheBhrinesBvereBarelyBonfinedMoS)neBeligious^roupBndShereSvasKI 
alsoBonsiderableBieterogeneityBmong^ailgrimsK(NaquinBndKIVuB 992 : 8 - 9 ).K 
Pluralistic^ancEcompositeBpilgrimageBitesBwereBa&eflectionKbflKlaKIChineseK 
preferenceBorBhe&nerger,BatherBhanBheHiistinctionBiM'eligious 0 dentities,K 
expressedBlso 0 nBhe 0 dealB>®he 0 threeBeligionsB>eing&ine’^sflK-/ 2 O-c/z/aoB)KI 
(NaquinBndffiiB 992 :io).likewise,SinceBheBlntroductionBifffiuddhismSnMheK 
sixthBenturyBndBintilBheBecondBialf&ifBheBiineteenthBenturyBn^apanEl 
thereBrasBBloseB]inkHbetween0>hinto5indHBuddhist£jbractices,KitesElndl3beliefs.H 
ForBenturies.BheH’aithfulBventBoBheBameBhrinesBoBvorshipKbothBrflwiKI 
andBoii/jisflttvas.KThese^ilgrimagesSvereHnarkedBiyBBonfessionaHuziness.S 


58 Max®Veber&tressedHhat&eligiousH;ompetenciesB)fBiuman&)eings&re&inevenlyKI 
distributedKI(as§are&nusicalBaptitudes)BFromBthisBpoint&)fflview,B:heElintensive§ 
religiosityB>ffl f irtuosiStaysBn8)pposition8vithHheB'eligiosityB)fflhe®nasses^thatHoB 
say^beopleBvhoBreBeligiouslyHmmusical)BndS>ftenBvith8he®iierocratic^)owers. 
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makingBMifficultBoBttributeBhemBoBitherl 8 radition^ThaMoo 5 ).BtBvasB>nlyB 

afterBheBvleij®estoration^i 868 ),HnBact,BhatBheBwoBeligionsBvereB>fficiallyB 

separatedB-B>rBather,BhatBheyBvereBdentifiedBsBeparateBeligionsB[GrapardKI 

i 984 ;Kekimor®oo 5 ). 

DevelopmentsBiaveB>een§/eryBlifferentBnBhe&nonotheisms.KLikeB)therKI 
AxialB\ge’sBnovements,^tBheirB>rigiiiBhereBs&BlemarcationB'rom&xistingK 
religiousHldeasBnd£J>ractices,BvhichBreBeenBsBrnpty,BbrrnalisticBndEIackingK] 
ethicalKtensionBandKlspiritualHvalue.KlTheKantagomsrnKisKlhereSparticularlyB 
strong,KkncBjualifiers&uch&sBsuperstition’&ndBidolatry’&reBypicalBafBthisK 
derogatory&ttitude.Bvlonotheisrns&reBndeedlKbasecBon&BoughBdichotomyB 
betweenBruth&ndffalsehoodMtMsBvhat 0 anB\ssmannE( 2 oio)BiasBiescribedK 
asBMosaicBdistinction’.BrheBtrue’B'eligionBsBopposedBoHalse&eligionsBhatlK] 
precededKMandKsurroundEitEExclusivismKlandKcontroversyBdominate.KfarS 
removedBromBheBnutuaMranslatabilityH>ffl>eliefsBnd^odsBhatBvasEJ>resentlK] 
inBhe0vIediterraneanBeligionsBiuringB\ntiquity,E&ndEMso0romBheBeligiousK] 
interweavingHnKastBVsianBocietiesM , hisHrreconcilableBntagonismB>etweenlK] 
aBealB3od^ourl33od)BncMlMheB)thers^whichBreB)nlyllalse^odsB)rBiemonsS 
infflisguise)B:haracterizesBnonotheism,BnuchBnoreBhanBhe&nere&ssertionlKI 
offlheBxistenceB>MBingle8leity.BVs0HnatteiB>fBact,EJ>olytheismsB:anBerenelyB 
acceptBhe^)rincipleBiflheBxistenceBiMBupremeBleity,BvhichBopesBiuiteBvellB 
withBheBxistenceB)fflBarietyB)fBninorBieities. 

IfBBertainBmountBifBompetitionBietweenBeligiousBnterprisesBnaySbeK 
present&verywhere^itBs,BoBoBpeak, physiological, BnB>rderBoB:onsolidateK 
aE|50sitionl3nB;heBmarket’BofBupernatural^oods),H’orBheBnonotheismsBheKI 
antagonismBlsB:onstitutive.KitherB)neB)elongsBoBheBrueBeligion,HirBineBlsBlnEl 
aBiangerousBuperstition.Kirhe&ompetitionBsBiot&inly&xtemalEbutMsoBandK] 
aboveBll)Snternal.BM3:onstantBffortBsBievotedBoBightingBgainstB'eleaseBndS 
compromise.B/acillationsBndBdulterationsBreBvenHnoreBeprehensibleBhanEl 
theBimpleBnistakeBif&nrollingBnBheBwrong’BeligiousBystem.HDneBeesBheKI 
triumphBiMvhatKigmundffreud&alledBheBiarcissism&iMTiinorBiifferences® 
betweenBheBhreeBnonotheisticBeligions,B)etweenl31enominations,B)etweenlEI 
‘orthodoxy’KandB'heterodoxy’.KThe&iistoryBofBmonotheismsEisKdottecMwithK 
episodesKwhere&heKchampionsKofBmonotheisticBntransigenceHaecome&heK] 
protagonists&>®Btruggle0'orBheBeturnHoBhe^)urity&i®heBources,SbrBheK 
affirmationB>fBhe 0 true’ 0 aith,HbrBheBriumphB>fB>rthodoxyBnd&>rthopraxisK] 
againstSknyBieviation! 

Monotheisms&reBnarkedEby&Efetrong&ffortBoBnculcateBhe^rinciplesKI 

of&econd-orderBhinking^that 0 brmBheBheologicalBiucleus&>fB:he 0 aith)BnE] 

theBommunity.BndoctrinationBsBinkedBoKhBonsistentMnterestBnlEbuildingK] 

barriersKwithBrtherBreligiousBtraditionsKandBtoSnstilKaE^eneralized&espectEl 

ofBitualBibligationsBandEJarohibitions.BvlonotheisticBeligionsHnaugurated&IK] 
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particularS/isionB>fS-eligious&ffiliation,S)asedB>nB:heS:onstitutionB>f§)ondedS 
faithBommunities.S > eopleBdhereHoSBeligion,E|;rantingEI>eliefSoHheSevelation§ 
thatSisSatSitsSorigin,SsubscribingStoSits03asicSprinciples,SrespectingSitsSlawsS 
and&ccomplishingM&eriesSrfSnandatoryBites.HDneSaecomesEkEfaithfurS-Ml] 
‘Christian’, SSlew’S>rSiSMuslim’S-HnSBvayShatSs&ompletelyl3xtraneousHo8heS 
ancientSeligions’&xperienceH>r,SintiBecentMevelopments,ShatS)fffiastS\.sianS 
religions. WheKame^rincipleSsSrueSbrSiolyGJ>laces,SvhichSnKk§nonotheisticS 
context&reSxpectedSoSbelong’SoHinlyHineKeligion^orBlenomination). 

TheScatechizingSofStheSmassesShadSimportantSconsequencesSinStermsS 
o®-ituaM>ehaviour.0Vlonotheisms&reSnhabitedS5y&S:ensionB)etweenS:itualS 
observance®) nH>neSide,BndBthicaBationalizationBndSpiritualizationH>nSheS 
other.Srhis&ensionSrftenBookSheSbrmSDfieactionEhndS'eformSTiovementsS 
that,So®nsure®heEjbure®livineSranscendenceBndKoBnforceBthical81)ehaviour,S 
condemnedBheSmaterialitySandSformalismSofStheSrites,StheirSexterioritySinS 
relationStoSmoraBimperatives,SasBwelBasSharmfulSconsequencesSinStermsS 
ofSidolatrySandSmagicalSaberrations.SAsSaSconsequence,SmanySdoctrinaB 
debatesBrose,BvithBheirBhareB>f§nutuaB:ondemnations,SichismsBndBtrongS 
antagonism.SHowever,SevenStheSmostSanti-ritualisticScurrentsScannotSdoS 
withoutS-itesSfHheySvantBoBtructureBndBoBtabilizeBhemselvesS>verBime.S 
DrivenButByHheSloor,BitesS>ftenS:ameHbackSrBhroughSheSvindow.S 

AnotherSoutcomeSofStheSconstitutiveStensionSaroundSrituaBwasStheS 
developments) fffl^etS)fS:ruciaM'itesSvith&0owSntensityl3rorrB;he^)ointlS)ffl 
viewSofSsupernaturalSefficacy.SSeveraBfundamentaBritesSofSmonotheisticS 
faith sS(suchSasSliturgicalSprayerSorSfasting),SwhichSbecameScanonicaBandS 
compulsorySforSallStheSfaithful,SputSaSdamperSonStheScompellingSforceSofS 
rituaB-StsButonomousS:apacityBoS:ommunicateBvithS:heBupernaturaBndS 
toSnfluenceBirBonstrainStS-BndSnstead&mphasizeBn&thicaMndBymbolicS 
dimension.SnSnanyKasesSmeSsSvitnessingBSlisarticulatiorBifSheShreeHbasicS 
elementsS-Speech,^esture&ndS)bjectS-SvhoseS:onjunctionSn^^)articularS 
space-time,BssociatedBoE|)roceduresB>fBfagmentationBndBepetitiorB>fBctsS 
andSphrases,SconfersSoperationalSpowerStoStheSritual.SBothSoppositionSto,S 
andBeformS)f,BitualSmpliedM<^rocessS)fBiisenchantmentS)fB:heBvorlcI<hndS 
ofSdisambiguationS)lEhuman^)racticesBndS)eliefs.0Vloreover,B:heBameBimS 
ofSdaritylBndBransparencylBlso^roducedBnotherSformSofSdisambiguation,® 


6B OneBshouldBaddBthatBthisBaspectBisHess&inivocalHnBJudaism.BwhichBhasHalsoH 
kept&HidelityBo&n&thnic^)rinciple&>f&eligious&ffiliation.K)nH:he&)ther&iand,B 
Chris tianityHindHslamSire&iot&ntirely&lien,&tHeastB)n&&ymbolic0evel,&o&n§ 
ethnic^)rinciple,BndHendBnHheirHurnHo&reateBpeoples’HhatRreHmitedH>yBheirKI 
faith. 
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throughHheHvrittenHixation®)fHheHcript®)fHheHitesHhatHhouldH>eHepeated® 

inH®iniformHnd®mmutable®nanner.® 

By®borrowing®some®conceptual®tools®of®Jacques®Lacan® and® Claude® 
Levi-Strauss,®I®have®suggested®elsewhere®(Albera® 20 i 3 )®that®monotheisms® 
experiment®with®an®internal®opposition®between®a®ritual®syntax®based®on® 
metonymy®and®another®based®onHTLetaphor.®rhe®former®tries®to®establish,® 
by®a®principle®of®successive®adjacencies,®a®relationship®with®an®immanent® 
presence®)®heHupernatural.®TheHeconcf|>utsHheHccent®)nHymbolismHnd® 
similarity,nnd®<eepsHHeparationHromHhe®iivine,HhusnnsuringHhe®atter’s® 
transcendenceMtituals&endfio0>ecome,Kkofic&peak,&ymbolic&cts&hat&reK 
conscious® ®hemselves,Hnd®f®heirE&mits.®They§Io®iotlSlaimHEf>erformativity,® 
nor®loBheylf>retendKo®ct®lirectly®)n®he®upernatural.®I>ften®hey®naterialize® 
the®nemory®>®®'ounding®vent.0'he®endency®owardsBthical®ationalization® 
and®:he®iisenchantment®Df®:he®tVorld,®tvhich®s®nscribed®n®:heHheological® 
core®of®monotheistic®religions,®has®propelled®the®metaphorical®syntax®to® 
theHentreH5fHheHtage,®TLanifestingHHtrongH>ppositionHoHhe&itualsH5fHhe® 
religionsH>fB\.ntiquity,®tvhichHmphasizedHhe®netonymicaMspect.®rhis®iew® 
syntax®s®®iirectHmanation®)fBecond-orderHeligiosity,Bvith®ts&mphasis®)n® 
transcendence, ®ts®:riticism®Df®nundaneH)rdernnc&mpty®:itualism,[><knd®ts® 
exigencies®)f®nnerBpirituality.® 

Naturally® the® substitution® of® metonymy®has®never®been® complete.® 
Moreover, ®from®:his^3oint®3f®/iew®:herenxist®differences&>etweenH-eligions® 
and,®vithin®hese,®>etween®lenominations.®rhere®s®io®loubt®hat®Ihristianity® 
was®the®more®inclined®to®recognize®the®intrinsic®efficiency®of®rites.®The® 
sacraments,HorHxample,HombineHheE|)roclamationB)fBiivineHranscendence® 
with£|>erformativeE|;estures,®vhich®iiscreetlyHxternalize®heHelationship®vith® 
theBupernatural,H>y®)bjectifying®t®nBpeech,E|restures®ndBacralized®)bjects.® 
ButHhisHendency,HvhichHvasH>ftenHeenHsSdolatrousHndHnagicalHieviationEl 
byEewish®nd®vluslimEf>olemicists,HegularlyEJ>rovoked®-esistance&nd®ntemal® 
oppositionHvithinSChristianity.SrheHubstitutionHrf&heHIatholidEucharistic® 
sacrificeHjy&heH’rotestantKLord’sKupperHxpressesHvell&heHransitionHromlEI 
metonymyMoHnetaphor,Hvhich®s®lsoHvident®n®he®nstitutionH>f®Vbrahamic® 
sacrifice®nBslam.®>imilarly,Bhe®-itualism®hatE|>unctuates®he®lailyl3ife®)fIlJ>ious® 
Jews®s®iot®ntended®oE$>erformBffectiveBctionsBimed®t®lirectly®nfluencing® 
the®supernatural®dimension.®Rather,®it®follows®a®legal®requirement®and®is® 
animated®by&®netaphoricaM'ocation.®[n®fulfilling®:he®:ommandments,®the® 
practitioner®crutinizes®heBymbolic®neaning®)fBhe®ituaE|;estures®hroughB® 
hermeneuticBvorkHxtensivelyHlucidatedHbyBabbinicBeaching. 

The®implementation® of® a® metaphorical® syntax® has® always® been® an® 
incomplete®uccess,Hnd®everal®ituals®iaveHeptM®netonymicHontent.®n®>ther® 
words,HlMTLonotheisticHeligions®and®iot®anly®Catholicism®3r®Drthodoxy)® 
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have8made8sigmficant8concessions8to8the8materializationEbf&he8sacred.8AE] 
supematuraMmmanent8action8is8clearly8manifested8in8sacred[>Iandscapes,8 
miraculous8hierophanies,8objects8and8images8withlK]prodigious8properties,8 
and^>erformative^estures.0^hile^enerallyl^Dromoting^&nore&ustere^Diety,K 
religious8authorities8accommodatedlKlthese8mamfestationsMn0ts8constantly8 
renewed8battle8for8the8disenchantment8o®the8world,Kthe8ethical-religious8 
rationalization^romoted0ay&adicalEjgroups[3-ias0Deen[><fconstantly8strivmgBo8 
reduceBhis8pace,8vith8'arying8esults,Bccording8o8egions&ncf|>eriodsH>ut8 
generallyBhis8netonymic8>rientation8ias8naintainedE’ffi:onsiderableBtrength,8 
mainl)®mong8ayl^>eople,Bhe811iterateBnassesBhat0br8:enturiesB:onstitutedlK] 
theK>verwhelming0najorityBiffl)elievers.KrhisSubalternSvorld,BvhileSccepting0 
theE|>recepts8:onveyed®>y&eligious8pecialists,8:onceivedBeligious[>&ctivitylSn8 
relation8o8:oncrete8ieeds&>fMife.[>¥etl8:heE|>rocesses8>f&thicaM'ationalization,8 
disenchantmentSndfflisambiguation&if&heBvorld&reatecfiHiivideBhatffloesK] 
not&>nly&un&>nSociologicaMinesMtB:ould&)eBaidBhatBheH:oiitradictionSsK 
present, &>neBvay&>r&nother,0n&verySoul,BhusH;reatingSntimate&ooml3’orlEI 
anotherfflimensionS)®mbiguity. 

The&heologicaKtanceHaffinonotheistic&eligionsKfchowsM&pecializationKI 
ofS)eliefMt£|>roposesMlimqueE|ruarantor/respondentl8God),&ndEkn&xtrerne8 
horizon8of8expectation8(the8final8reward8afterlK]death).8This&endency8hadlE] 
to8:ompete,Kn&iifferentB:ontexts[><fandBirnes,BvithBheB:ornpactness&nd8the8 
metonymicHyntaxBhatStressBheKlmmanenceB)fShe®livine,B[ndllnore§enerallylEI 
with8he8ebeH>cean8)®0beliefHhatMsHliffuseBnd8morgamzed,8>eing8>ased8 
onKh&nultiplicityB)ffinterlocutors&ndKh&:ornbination&>fl^;ifts8ancBdebts,8an8 
interlacing8>f&>perations8inkedBoE|>articular&imsE&ndHlispersed8nBimeE&nd8 
irBpace®uch&M:olourfuBet8:ontrasts8vithBhe®nonochrome8vorldKhatBhe8 
champions&>ffl'igorist&nonotheism8iave&ried&o8:reateB)nBhe&arthMtEhas8 
been8iesignated8>yll'arious&pithetsBlBnevitablyMnadequateBncB118nore8)r8 
lessB)iased,0ikeBuperstitionHir^)opularB-eligion.SrheS:ult®i®he8aints,BvhichKI 
hasHlourishedSnBheBhree&nonotheismsBiespite&weeping^ssertions&boutEl 
theBiniquenessS3od®lso&eportsBoHhisH’orm&>fH)elieving,SvhichSsHiiffuse,KI 
mobileBndHboking0or^)artiaMnd®oncreteSesponses.®harplyB>pposedll)yHheK 
purists, 8t&ias&>nly&>een8:ontained&>yl8nstitutionaB-eligion,Bvhich&ias&>ften8 
viewedStsSnanifestationsBvithBuspicion. 

Transgressions&>f&eligious&>ordersBhatB)ccur8n&hared8iol)BitesK)nlylK] 

amplify®3;rend8hatSsSnternaBo&ach&eligious^roup.Kirhe®ct&>®believing’0 

reflects&he&mbiguousS-ichnessSancM;omplexityB)fKhumanEIife.0tMmpliesKhlEI 

wandering8[uest8hatBnultiplies8heEJ>ossible8eferents8n8he8ransactionsBvith8 

theBupematural.8rherefore0tB:ranscends&ather&asilyBhe[3>ordersHlrawrB)y8 

the8nstitutions,8>beyingBhe8iall8>®H:redibleMomairB>fl3beliefl8hat8sHliffuse,8 

indeterminate&nd8ieutral.8It8s&>elieved’,8others&>elieve’:Bhis8s&Sufficient§ 
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legitimacyfforKbmbiguousHpracticesKIthatKrpushlEbnEbothlEbiSnanylElsides’&heKI 

ques®oiSoteriologica&nd§thaumaturgical^oals,SvithBhe&im&ifl^)rofitingK 

fromHheBpiritualB>fferBinkedHo&ioly^blacesHhat,&ccordingHoHhe8emanticsKI 

offlnonotheismsJSaelongBoBnotherBeligion. 

v 

FollowingBdasluck’sBootsteps,HtBiasB>een£|>ossibleBoHdentifyBI8argeHlomainlK] 
inBvhichBeligiousB>ehaviours&reBiotB:onstrainedl3)yBheB>ordersBeparatmgK 
monotheistic8eligions,BndBvhichBnayMhusH>efflescribed,H>ne8vayS)rSnother,KI 
asHambiguousM3\ave®ried®o®ake®hisBiotionHawayBfromlEtiKharrowHemic’H 
perspective,BvhichHlependsBooBteavilyB>nBiistoricaMndHdeologicaM:ontext,K] 
and8oE^)romote&ftnore8)bjectiveSitic’&iewpoint,0n8)rder3o3ake&B'ew8tepsH 
towardsBBomparativeE|>erspective. 7 0 

Hasluck’sBvorkBmBheBnterplayB>etweenBIhristiamtyBiid0slam[>|>rofitecI<] 

fromB\is&astH:ompetencesSiiKlassicaKultureBndM\istory,Bvhich^)rovidedH\imlEI 

withSnBlmportantKomparativeHiackground.Krhus^henStudyingBheBransferK 

o®ults81nMheK)ttomanSvorld,S\eSvasBstablishing^)arallelsSvithSViitiquity.0-[eK 

was^lanmngBEiornpamonBolurne,BvithKhisEjberspective,B>nl8heH]ransferencesK 

from§paganismStoHChristianitySin§the0West,Hwhich§hisKuntimely0deathH 

preventedBumBromBvritiiig.Efurtherrnore.BieBonsideredBhatBheBnethodsK] 

and^rocessesBfflransferBfflheBultsKhatMieBmdMentifiedHforffiektashismBndlKI 

ChristiamtyBvereBnalogousBoBhoseBiperatingHInBheEJjagaiiBontext.B-ieBvenIX] 

suggestedHhatSheBtudyll)fflhese0noreBecent^)henomena®ouldS\elpBlucidateKI 

the&nechanisms^eneratingSheBtratification&iffiultsBnMheBanctuariesHiflSheK 

ancientSworld^nBvhichKtesearchers&reKlimitedBoKbonjectures.ffihouldSveKI 

conclude0hatBheseBncientBanctuariesBvereE3ambiguous’0oo?K] 

WeB:ouldBayByesWrom§anBetic’Standpoint,SjutBiotScertainlyBonHtheK 
emic’Bide.0nKLatinKambiguousM:ouldEbeBisedl2:oBndicateB>eingsBhat,BikeK] 
theSentaurs,BiadSttloubleBiatureMx)rl3nstance0n[><MpassageSromK)vid’s0 
Amores,BheseSrefflesignatedBsSmZ«gMO.sSzytwS4w.0:4,B>). 8 K!rhereBsSsBnlK] 
analogylSithBheBseBfShisSesignationHbyHHasluckHforHIheBanctuariesKbrEiultsK 
thatSppearBo&iaveSBiuaB:haracter.HrhisBinderstanding,Biowever,Hlepends0 


78 Noffloubt,BnyBxploration§sHarHromB>eingB:omplete.H'hereBreB)therBlimensionsKI 
toHheBliscussionB)f&mbiguityHhat0HiaveBiot^5ursuedSnHhisB:hapter.0HvouldRtB 
leastSnention,Hmong§heBnore0elevant,§he0lssueS)fflheBoleranceB)fflmbiguityBlnEI 
the&xegesis&MacredBexts.BvhichBiasBecentlyBjeenRxaminedBjyKThomasffiauerB 
( 20 ii)BnBelationBoBheHslam. 

80 MsBmpossibleio^bursueBiereBBnoreBlevelopedBliscussionB)fBheHliseB)fflhisBermKI 
inBVntiquity.BVB-ichBynthesisB)nBhisBsB)fferedB>y®/[oussyHncH)rlandiniB 2007 ).B 
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strongly&mBhe^iarameters&iyBvhichBvhatSsBheHnormarState&if&he&hingKI 

or8)eingSs^udgedMnKlassicalKVntiquityl3he&nultiplicity&ifl3;ultic&eferencesK 

would&ot&ppear0inkedBoM3double&iature^ancB:herefore&rnbiguous),H)utlK] 

rathei&sHhe&nanifestation&ifBhe&nultifaceted&acredness&ifM&anctuaryBnK 

aKbimilar&vay,&he0nultipleBdentificationsB)f&he&ameBiivineHigure&vouldK] 

appearBasQ'ichness&ndSiot&s&mbiguityMtSs&heBcriterionEbMimqueness,^ 

typicalS)®heSnonolithicH;onception&i®nonotheistic&eligions,Bvhichl3eadsKI 

internal®>bservers0o®onsider8hat^)luraMultsBndBhrinesBreKlambiguous’.Kl 

InBpiteB>fl3hese0iistinctions,ShereBlsBioSloubtHhat0here&xistBignificantEl 
similaritiesSbetweenKItheKprocessesSidentifiedKIbylEIHasluckKandElthoseSthatKI 
generated&Superposition&iftultsSnERiitiquity.SVs&ieSuggested^hereSs&nE 
analogyH)etween&he&nechanism&>®heS«frM5/oH&>f&&aintSnBheK)ttomanEl 
context&nd&heHreception’fcfEh&ewElgod^y&he&ddBn&heKlancient&vorld.K] 
Furthermore,&fe«£z/zca£2O«0)perates&longBlheKameHlines[3nBheBwo0:ontexts.K] 
OnHheHontraryBheHhirdHnechanismBldentifiedKiyl3-[asluck,8hatH)®o«vers20«,K 
isHleeply&mbeddedSnHheSemantics&>®he&nonotheisms,Svith&heirSdea&i® 
‘belonging’Bo£MJaith,&ndSvouldlSiaveHl>eeri§nconceivableHn£MjbaganHnilieu. 

ThisSlearlyBhowsShatSveHreSiotBhl5)resenceB)®Burvival,H^)henomenonEl 
that0noreoverl3-[asluckBvould0raveStronglyl31enied.Rather,BveHireB:onfrontedS 
withK!the0acclimatizationKlinKlaKlmonotheisticKlmilieuKlo®symbolicKlprocessesKI 
animatedSiy&SvilMo&onnectBndBo&stablishSssociations&nc&quivalencesE 
ItMs&H’orm&if&eligiosity&hat&ertainlyS’oundEh&oherentSystematizationSnEl 
the&eligions&>fB\.ntiquity,&iotably&hanksBo&he^)rinciple&i®translatability’Kl 
of%ods,&>utHs&iotBpecificSoShisSetting.0tMs^)resentMnS)ther&reasS)®heH 
world, KlandEhasBiotEbeenEbbliteratedEby&heHgrowthEoffluniversal&eligions.KI 
InKEasternlEIAsialEltheSnultidirectionalKlquestKforKlsupramondaneKlassistanceHsKI 
directed&o0specialistsB)Miifferent§faiths,Kland&he0)lurringB)®saintS’igures’S 
andKshrines’&eligiousKidentities&ias01ong0been0an0ordinaryBphenomenon,S 
perfectlySccepted®>y8heBhierarchiesHif®ifficiaMeligions.K)nMheS:ontrary,SheK 
monotheisticB;ontextl3iasKbeen^)articularlySanfavourable&o0ts&xpressions,K 
thoughKevenBrfihisKbaseBhereKhaveKbeen&ubstantiaBccommodations&ndK] 
marginsSor&nanoeuvre.B\longBvithBhat&if&mbiguity,^&iumber&iffliotionsK 
(likeKcompactness,&netonymic&itualKlsyntax,Sndeterminate03elieving)&ha® 
IKhaveH!iscussedSnBhisB;hapterH;ouldEhelpB:aptureBhe0’rothySea&itffihch&K 
religious&xperienceE 

The0notionEfo®ambiguity®sKtributaryHo®theKmonotheisti<®experience0 

and,0nore^5articularly,So®thatB)flElChristianity.HrheKj3arameters&hatEj3ermitKI 

the^>erception&>®mbiguityMnH:ertain^)ractices®deas,H)eliefs&ir®hrines®reK 

embedded§vithinMhisEJ>articularHiistory,Bkn(Mre§narkedM>yMitrongBbffort0oE] 

instalMSmivocalB>rderSnS-eligiousH>ehavioursBnd0;onceptions.0'hisBransferK 

of&onceptsH’rom&^aarticular&mic&onceptionBo&he&cholarlySiiscourseSsKI 
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farffrom&xceptional.HvlanyfcucialBiotionsHnBeligiousBtudies^startingH'romlKI 
theH'ery0iotion&ifflreligion’)HieriveH'romHrhristian&iistory.0rhe&iiily,partial,S 
escapeB’romHhis®ntinomyHnayBesideSn®&eflexive&ffortHlevoted8o3)uild&H 
moreSieutra&tic^aerspective.HThe^areliminary&ttemptH&iave&nadeSn&hisKl 
chapteiSuggestsBhatMtMnaySae&nalyticallyH’ruitfulHoBeassessBhe&iotion&iflEI 
ambiguity8)yH:onsideringStl3iotMsSynonymous8)fflack,H)ut8n&^)ositive®vay,S 
asBbundanceBndBhobilityB>®eferences.HnE2>therBvords,E2>nce®fIsE21eprivedEI)flE] 
someHlerogatory&neaiiingsHha®re^)resentMnSEEuropean&mic^)erspective,K 
ambiguityl&eemsE&bleBo&xpressE&BendencyHhatSsI&tHhe&iasisBrMhel&ctBj® 
believing^ 

A0numbe®o®features0tha®®haveKdesignate<®undei&heKumbrella0o® 
ambiguity®re®>ftenH-eferredSoB)yS'esorting8oHhe0iotionHi®yncretism.KirheKI 
latterl3ias8)eenBuminatedH)ySffliugeHmountl3)®cholarlySvorks,KlvhichSvithou® 
any®oubtHhaveEMfered0mportan®ntellectua®timuli,Ei>u®iaveEilsoB)esultedHlnlKI 
convolutedBndBontrastingSrguments.H’heBotionBfflmbiguityl^utsBheScceii® 
onBhe&nechanismsBhat^enerate&nultifarious&nd&pparentlyH:ontradictory0 
practicesBndK)eliefs,&noreShanM)nShe^broduction&i®HliscernableBynthesisE 
AnSDften-identifiedKjaroblem&elatedBoBheBiseBjMhe&iotionEbf&yiicretismlEI 
(asSvelMsBhatB)®omeS)®tsS:ompanionSvords,3ikeBiybridity®nd&7e'ft'ssfl^'e)H 
isKlthatB®risksKbeingB:onceivedKb®as&he&esul®o®a0TiergingB)®traditionsK] 
thatHaeforeSvere&utonomous.BNToBloubt^ealKjarocesses&reBnore&omplexH 
andHstratified.KirheBiotionsKbflElambiguitylEland&lisambiguationlElmaylEhelpKltoKI 
reverse&he^aerspective&nd&oS’ocusBhe&ttention&inBievelopmentsBhatl^oK 
inS;heB)ppositeBlirectioii,&hatl3;o&ayl3’rom&n&ntrenched^)luralityl3;owardsKI 
clarification,BiormalizationBndSlistinction. 
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Ironi 81 hc^()dSVm()n 81 o®>iinS//Kiv//V/.s 

Pierre-JeanS^uizard 


PharaonicBeminiscences,BnventionsB)fHEgyptologistsBravingBorBomanticism,B 

expressionsBafBheBuiBanBandBdllageBcommimitiesBofiajpperBLgyptKhndBtheB 

NileB)elta...?B>everalB:urrentB:ommemorationsB)fBvluslimBaintsBnBigyptBreB 

givingBiseBoBheseBjuestionsBhroughBitualsBmplicitlyBvokingBncientBigypt.B 

BeyondBheBlementB>f8ruthB)flSachB>fBheseBhreeGjbroposals,BtBanB>eBlearlyB 

seenBiowBheBxploitationB>fBhe^bastBsBJ3:entralBactorBnBheBegendB>®Baint,B 

whetherB>rBiotBieBsBiBvluslim.BrheBegendB>fBheBaintBefersBirstBoBheBimeB 

when8t8vasBin8force’,8vhich8nakes8t8iifficult8;o8iisentangle8ts^)ortion8Df8 

historicaMccuracy.B\nd^sB»vith&ny8egend,BtBsBiotBurprisingBfBt&volvesB 

overBhe^ears. 

Three&aints8and8theirBthreeB«flw//(is8(commemorations83fl8;heirKbirth)8 

illustrateBbetterBthanBanythingBelseBtheBcomingsBandBgoingsBbetweenBtheB 

challengesB>®he8nomen®ndB^)astB:onstaiitly8'einvented:8\buBl-Hajjaj8n8 

Luxor8n8LJpperffigypt,8\.hmad&l-BadawiBn8rantalSnd8brahim&l-DIsuqi8n8 

DisuqBnBheBsfileBDelta. 

I nHheKti ty§) ffiA in o n 

CertainBwaw//<is^ttract^nBmpressiveBiumberBDfI^ilgrims.BrhisBsB:heB:aseB 
of8heB'eryl5)opularl5>atron8aintB)f8 J uxor,ffihaykhffiayyid8ifusuf8\.buBl-Hajjaj8 
al-UqsuriB(d.Bi 258 ).BrheBtombBofBthisBveneratedB 3 aintBofBUpperBEgyptB(theB 
Sa'jf/JBsBituatedBnBheBnosqueBhatBjearsBiisBiameBnB^uxor.BThisBnosqueBsB 
of^>articular8nterest.8sIot8>ecauseBif8tsBrchitecture,8vhich8sBvithout^reat8 
originality, B>ut3>ecauseB>fBtsBite:B>uiltB)nBheBlebrisBvhichBargelyB:overedBheB 
columnsBrfihe^eristyleBiall&ifBheBempleBjfBVmonlSndBiverlookedBayBiheB 
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LargeB’ylon.BheBriosqueBaasBnBumBwerlookedELuxorHbr&noreBhanBevenB 

centuries.STheBVbu&l-HajjajSnosqueBeemsHo&iaveBetHhe&ouncMndSvhiteS 

softnessS)fStsH:upola®ndS)f8)ne8)fMts&ninaretsH)ver3heHempleS)fl3 J uxor.0\sH 

forBheBrtherBninaret.BonstructedBnBnudHbricks^tHlatesHbackBoBheffatimidB 

eraHndBeemsBoHhaveB)eenBlirtingBoi®enturiesBvithllheEf>ylonlBnd[3heB)beliskB 

offlheBempMSbfBVmon.B 

ThisBmosqueBwasBbuiltl 3 nBi 244 B(yearB 632 BofBHijra)S 3 yBtheBlocalBsaint,B 

AbuSl-HajjajB-BirBayBusBonSccordingBoBomeBourcesB-BmBhe&ourtyardB 

ofKRamses0I.BThisBocationBvas^3reviouslyB)ccupiedKby&KhristianB:hurch.B 

TheBriosqueBs&rected&inBheBmedievalBevekBvhichBsBocatedBeven&netresB 

aboveBheBevel&i®he0 3 haraonic&ra.K)verB;heH;eiituries,B;he^round&i®heB 

templeBiasBjeenIBoveredBvithBiebrisBndBand.BrhisBxplainsBheB'eryBtrangeB 

presence&fBheBloorBituated&eryBughMhatBanBjeBioticedMluringBlJBisitKbfSheB 

temple.BVfterBheBlearingB)®heBempleByyl2GastonBvlasperoBtMheBndB)fBheB 

mneteenthBentury^hisKbpeningBiadBoHbeBilocked.KrheffigyptologistMBeorgesB 

DaressyBelatesBheBollowing:B 

For8nanyBongl^ears,BheB>erviceBlesB\.ntiquites,BiesirousB>®learingB 

upBheBempleB>®VmonB>®uxor,8iegotiatedBheBxpropriationBndBheB 

displacementB>fflheBnosqueB>®Vbu 81 -HajjajBvhichB>ccupies 8 heBiorth- 

eastern[)jbart.BtBvasBvidely[>|>redictedBhat,BhouldBheBransferB>fflheBelicsB>fB 

Abu 81 --Hajjaj[SndBiis 8 ompanionsB>ccur,Bhe[SarthBvouldBhenB>penBipBoB 

swallow8itheri>Mr.Bvlaspero,B>r8nyB>therl>£uropeanB>fficialB>elongingBoBheB 

ServicesBlesBVntiquites.W 

8 (LegrainKL 914 : 80 )B 

TheBnosqueBhereforeBemainedMintouchedBndBBiewBntry,^)recededB)yB 

afflight&>fStairs,Bvas&iuilt&inBhe&asternlBide.BrheB:apitals&i®heB:olumns,B 

andBheBintelsBarryingBheBartoucheB>f®amsesBI,&reBocatedBnl3heBnteriorB 

offlheBnosque.ffwoB>fflheBolumnsBvereBvenBioUowedB>utBnB>rderBoBnakeB 

mz/irafeMTheHocaMegencBhus^irevailed.KrheffigyptologistsBvereBnBeffectB 

attackingB>neB>®heBnostl5>opulaiSaintsBifBJpperKgypt,B\buBl-Hajjaj,BAfhoB 

wasBnBiisBifetimeBheffiupremeB > ole^QM^)B)ffigypt,Bhe^3rotectionl^mfl(fflrf)B 

oM4uslims,H®ufiBvho^)erformedBnanyBniraclesBindBvhoBurroundedB\imselfB 

with&nanyBdisciples.KAbu&l-HajjajKhasBhereforeB)eenBheB)bjectEbfEhl%reatB 

devotionHbiSevenB;enturies'.BiisBwflw//ii,BvhichBsBielc&ach^earHluringBheB 

Muslim&nonth&>f&/ 7 a'iiaH ) &ttractsBhousands&ifl^)ilgrimsBChihBL 993 : 67 - 77 ;B 

Serdiuk:&ois).B 

OfflncertainBirigin.HheBhaykhKlsBnBraqilSrB/Iaghrebill^anTBalMescendantB 
o®he0 ) rophetBayl3dusayn).0deB:ameBoBettleBnBheBSa KSn&heBhirteenthB 
centuryBseventhBenturyH>f§-[iira),BvhereBieB;ontributedBoHheHlevelopmentEI 
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o®ufism&ndBoHhe&evivaM)®he®unnSaith&fterBhe®hiiteSnterludeH)f8he0 

Fatimid&aliphateSnffigyptMTroughHheSmw/zIiMS^buSAl-Hajjaj&onstitutesS 

anSttractiveH:entreS’orBhe 0 ocall^)opulation,Bhe&eligiousH;elebrationSDfBheKI 

saintMvas£Mso8heBubjectB>®ariousBcientific&esearches.8 

Indeed,8AbuKhl-Hajjaj^as,83y&doption,8fromSL uxor,Qvhich[xhe 0 >ecame 8 
the^>atron®aint&>f,&)ut&verything8hat&iappened&)efore&iis&rrivaMnKgyptEl 
remains8in8fact8a8mystery.8The8biographer8of8the8saints,8Ibn8Mulaqqin,8 
reported8n8iis8?a&fl(7afflz/-Aw%tfMhatHYbu8il-Hajjaj8s8rorn8vlaghrebi8>rigin,8 
settled 8 nBhe 8 >iz‘z<l®ty r e&lso 8 cnow 8 hat 8 ater, 81 uring 8 tis 8 nystical 8 nitiation, 8 ie 8 
essentiallyBurrounded 8 umselfBvithB\/laghrebiBnasters.B 3 eorgesB,egrain, 8 vho,B 
at§the 0 )eginningB)®he&wentiethH:entury,H;ollectecMegends&inELuxor,^aveK 
the^ 5 artiaHranslation&>f&Bext&nown&inly&)yBheBlescendants&i®heSaint ,0 
the 0 fa//a/ 7 yyi 2 .S\bu&l-HajjajBvoulcB)e^B/ 2 flrz 7 Mvho&eportedlySeftl 33 aghdadEl 
for8heBdijaz8n8>i9B>fB-Iijra,BnBheB:ompany8)fBusBburlSonsBindBiBlave.BYfterB 
residingBnHheBiolyE|)lacesBiuringB)ne^ear,BiavingBearned8hat8heE|;ravesB)fB 
hisE&ncestorsBArereBocated8n&l-Mansura,EM-Marg&ndKairo,B-ieBeftBvleccaB 
andBnadeBnsBwayBiowardBEgyptBnBihe&ornpanyBDfBDtherB/jarz/s.H-IeBnadeB 
stopsBnEfceveraM:ities&>efore&ettlingE|5ermanently8nKLuxor,BformerlyB:alledB 
al-Uqsurayn,BtheBcityBwith8theBtwo^alacesB(in&eferenceBtoBtheBtemplesBofB 
Luxor&ndBCarnak). 

TheS:ultS)f&SaintSs&)asedS)nHheH)eliefHn&iisS>ara^fl^divine^ift).S-IisS 
tombH s 8 heEJ>laceBvhereBtBbounds; 8 :ertain 81 aysB>f 8 he 8 veekB>rBtBhe 8 imeB>fB 
hisBTMw/zzfireBheBimesBvhenBtBsBheBnostBnfluential.B'Ybu&l-HajjajBmewB 
how8oB>equeath§kn8mportant8egacy8oBusBlescendants.BI>uringBiisBifetime,B 
heBvoreBhe8narksB>fBheBlivineBlection,B)utBusB>flrafezBvouki|)robablyBiaveB 
remainedE|5ersonaMfBusBlescendantsBiadl8ailedB:oB:reateMJ>lace8oBransmitB 
it.83ne8>fBusBons,B\rajmBl-DInB!685/i296)BiadB8ombBrectedBn8he8nosqueB 
thatB>verlooksBheBempleB>fB\.mon,8oB;eepMveBheBnenioryB>fBtisBioliness.B 
HisBiescendantsBiaveBnherited,&>yl%enealogicaM'elationship,B:heB?Mra/:flBofB 
theiiSncestor,BvhoBumself,BiadBnherited8tM'romBheff > rophet§ksBt8sBecalledB 
inBusB?0SflM$familyBree),Bvhich8sBnsideBheBomb. 

The 0 ?jaw/zz®sB:hereforeBthe 0 <eyBTiornentBDf 8 :heBcultl 3 'enderedB:oB\buB 

al-Hajjaj.K>uring 8 heBrzflwfeiBhe 8 rade 8 )fB\olyEJ>icturesBs^brofitable:[ 5 f)ortraitsB 

ofEfehaykhsS(stilMlive&irBieceasedHiuring&he^)asfHwentyl^ears)Skre&oldSnEl 

frames&>r^sSkey-holders,^ahotographsSn&)lack&ndBvhite&>rSn&:olour&hatS 

sometimesBippearBnBheBombs,B)ut8hatBnostB>ftenBidornBiouses8indBhops.B 

TheEJ>hotographBs,Boo,M&ourceB)®>flra/:a,B}ecauseBtE|5rotectsBheB’arnily8)fB 

theEJ>laceBromBnisfortunesBnd8he&vi®ye.BYBot8)fBlisciplesB:arry8vith8hemB 

aGJ>hotoBD8)fBheirB;haykh.B>aintsBvhoBliedBnBheBhirteenthB:entury,B;uchKksB 

Abu&l-HasanM-Shadhili,E*kreB-epresentedBn8)lurred^>hotos,BnBtvhichB:heyB 

appearBvithMongBvhiteBaeards&ndBurbans.BTheBmage&ifBVbuM-HajjajS-EM] 
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photo&>fKayyidKbfusu®vhoHliedSnB 9 i 4 ,&iriginally&H)lack&ncEvhite^)hoto,KI 

but 8 vhichBvas 8 oloured 8 fterwards 8 - 8 s 8 'eproduced 8 s 8 ll:alendar. 8 : orl 8 he 8 >ufi 8 

brotherhoods 8 oo,£f>hotographyMsB 8 ignificantBupport: 8 t 8 s 8 isecMo®naintain 8 

the 0 egend 8 o®he&aint®nl^articular 0 br 8 heE|roungeifiiisciples 8 tvho 8 iid&tot 8 

knowHiimMvhenl3ie8vas®live^ChihH993:73-4).H 

Today®the 8 HajjajiyyaEare 8 one 8 of 8 the 8 most 8 powerful 8 and 8 influential 8 

families8)®uxor.8VtMheK>eginning8)fElhe8:entury,8)ne8>fl3]ts8nernbers,KayyidlK] 

Yusufl^i 842 -i 9 i 4 ),&nl 3 \zharilSndffiufiHvorshipper,Hvas 8 he&>bject&ifl%eneralK 

veneration® 

TheBmsBjfBvhoeverBouchesBiisfflothesBhallBjelSorgiven.HtHsBfclaimedB 

thatBieBsBometimesHnimate(B)yHheBpiritB)fflivination,8)yBcnowingB 

immediatelySvhatBsHaappeningHndB)eingBaidBnBhefflistance.H'herefore,B 

eachSnd&veryoneK>owsBoB\im.B 

B (LegrainB 914 :ffi 3 ).B 

His8omb,8t8Carnak,8sKtill8dsited,8speciallyl3by8vornen. 

But, 0 etl^sB:orne 8 to 8 the 8 mi 3 vi'ftrf®The 8 flow 8 of 8 pilgrirns 8 rnovesB:owar<B 

the&nosque&>fB\bu&l-Hajjaj.STheB;rowdEkroundBhe&ombHs&oBiense&hatK 

worshippers&re 8 ometimesBrampled.Kvery®vening,M|;roup 8 )fflvorshippers 8 

sitting&roundHhe8:enotaphlS)®heSaint&ecitesHheS)fl/fl7®j/-iC72ayrad5guideS 

to^oodQvorks),8hat®s8an&nthologyB)fl%>rayers0nKhonoui®bfl8:he8Prophet® 

authoredHiy®\.bdB\llahBvIuhammad®l-GazuliB[ 87 o/i 465 - 6 )® 

Inside8he8Abu8al-HajjajBnosque®a&eries8D®dtes8specific8to8Sufisml3s8 
performedH 5 yBhe 8 Tajjajiyya 8 the 8 SufiH>rotherhood’, 8 vhich 8 tMs[>|)referableBo 8 
considerSsMineage 8 omposing 8 he 8 iescendants 8 )®\.buBl-Hajjaj 8 atherBhar® 
as 8 a 8 conventionaMnitiatory 8 brotherhood)®These 8 rites®performed 8 during 8 
theHhol)®weekB 3 fB;he&Maw/ii®ofSLuxor,®:onstituteB;heB'eligious 0 iimensior® 
of8the8celebration.8During8the8evenings8oflKlthe0’«fliv/z<i,8the8opening&itualK] 
(aWayz>K, 8 neaningBhe 8 irnitlessness 8 )®heHlivineE|>resence 8 >n 8 he 8 iniverse)® 
is 8 ollowed 8 }yl 33 uran 8 eadings 8 a/-mw( 5 , ra), 8 ongsM|>raises 8 fl/-ma(iz 7 z) 8 oBhe 8 
ProphetG^uhammad, 8 a 8 vwrz®(alE><lthe 8 additional 8 prayers) 8 cornposed 8 of&he 8 
recitationB 5 ®^oem 8 s/ 7 zr) 8 hat 8 sE&ddressedBoH>haykh 8 \.b£®l-Hajjaj 8 where 8 
hisBiature®>® > ole0-B5MtfcB-Bs^braised,Bs®BaintBt0heSop®>fl3heBhierarchyS)® 
holiness)&ndBhe 8 ecitationB 5 ®he® 3 a/zTz®zWC/zayra® 5 ®l-Gazuli®rhis 8 Wrd® 
precedesE&ncf|)repares 8 he 8 ite 8 vhich®:loses&very&itua&vening,Bhe 8 i/?zTr® 
the0remembranceB)ffl3od’Bhat&ims&t&he&ealization&ifSiivine0miquenessKI 
(taw/zz<i)&s 8 velMs 8 theE|)urificatior®o®rearts. 8 DverBhe 0 'itual&venings, 8 :he 8 
rites, 8 nstrumentsH>fl 8 acredMime,EireEiubjectMo 8 eiteration®nd 8 ntensification® 
and 8 his®onstitute 8 vays 8 )®ightingSndBesistingBhe^)rofaneBime,B 8 imeBha® 
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distancesSheSvorshipperS’romShe^)urityHifHheB)rigins,S’romShe^)urityHifHheK 

beginningsHifflheHslamicBraBJSerdiulAois). 

ThisBsBiow&very&vening^>rogresses,BintilBheB>igBiightE|)recedingBheK 
processionaMiay.BDuringBhisBtightBjfBheB'ulMnoomBheBineageBnvitesBheK 
populationSndSheBImportantBepresentatives^political, Economical, Beligious)KI 
offlheBityBfBuxorlEhBrderHoBorrnalizeBhe^artyBndHoE&ssertMheirButhorityH 
asBBociaMndBeligiousBlite.BDutsideHhe8nosque,BBiugeHentMvasBetBLpHoH 
celebrateBafficiallyBheffeastBifBheBainL&inBheBveningBifBhe^greatBtigh® 
(a/4ay/aBz/-a/$ar)BhatBnarksBheBlimaxlBndBhe[ElastBrightB)f]3:he0estival,K 
the&epresentatives&>®he^overnment,&he^overnorEb®5ina,&he&nayor&>flEl 
Luxor,BheBhiefB>ffi|5olice,BheBepresentativesB>fBheBIopticKIhurch[>ikrriveBo0 
attendBhe^lireachingBifBheBhaykh.KirheHatter&xplicitlyMinksBheBult&ifBheS 
MuslimSaintButhHheBite,BheBitylX>®Yrnon’.0YtH]east,K]his0sBiowl21tfilvasBlinderK 
theBegimeM3vlubarak.H>inceBoii,BvhenBheB/lusliml23rotherhoodB:ameBoK] 
power, Bhe8wflwWtSioHlongerHhas^overnmentS)fficialsBttending,BndBomeB)® 
itsBites,BonsideredB:ontraryBoBhe0slamBipheld&>yBheB>rotherhood,Braved 
beenBbandoned.KTheMusionsBoBVmonBiaveSlisappearedBromBpeeches. 

AddedBoBhis^>oliticaMiimensionBsBBocialHiimension,SbrBheB«flw/ii® 

contributesBoBheBeinforcement&ifBheBociaMnksBetweenBheBnernbersBi® 

the0ineage,B>etweenBhe0atterBn<fi:heBnembers&>fBheBiifferentl3amiliesB>flK] 

LuxorBndB>etweenBhe£J>ilgrimsBvhoBisit§knd^iveBheirHoveBoKhaykhB\.bi® 

al-HajjajMTheBwaw/z'iisBalsoBncludeBanBeconornicBiirnensionKhndKareBiftenK] 

comparedBoBradeS’airs.BrommerceHandBhopsBnake^oodlEbusiness,KkndB0 

rangeBfBtreetBendorsBndBwild’BmallBhopsBakeBdvantageBifBheBvindfalllK] 

providedByBhe^aw&iEbffiLuxor.H 

Finally,KlaKlplayfulKldimension0canElalsoKlbeKobservedKlwhen,KlduringKltheK 
afternoonsB>®heBiolyBveek,BieforeBunset,BnanyBnenBngageBnl3;raditionalS 
games&iMJpperffigyptfiheBa/itz^BBdnd&ifBtickBightingBhat&ngagesBwoK 
duellistsMnB^ameBifBttackBndBounter-attack,B>rBheBwMr» 2 fl/z,BBeriesB)® 
equestrian^ames.Buch&sSaBaceBirBBiance^hatBubmitsBheBiderBoKhisH 
mount. 

ToKbringBnlBndB;oBheBiolyBveek,BinBheBlay&fterBhe^reatBright,&tEl 

thefflateB>fBheB5B/za'£>(ZM,HluringHheBirst0ioursB>®heBlay,BI2irstG|)rocessiori§ 

(ze^a),BnoreBpecificallyBiamecWawra^l3it.B:ircuit’)HsB'ormedSnBhe3ocalityEl 

o®,uxor.KDuringBhe^)rocession,BheB«a/7Wfl/s^sortBiMittersBdornedBvithKI 

fabricsBymbolizingBBiolyBigureBnountedBinBBamebBifihe^atronBaintHi® 

theBityBndBiisBons8villB>eSakenS)utS)fl3heBnosqueHi®VbuBl-HajjaiKBsSvelE 

asBBameHittedBvith3arge^bercussion§nstrumentsBhatSvillBnark0heBhythmK 

ofBhe^rocessionaMnarchMTheKjaurposeBifBhisBnorningBautingBsBoBdsitlK] 

theBiolyBiguresBfiheBlwelling^lacesBifiheirHlescendantsB-BbothBheBnajo® 


56 


Pierre-JearM.uizard 


figures®nd8heBliewbornsS)®heBlineageB-Hln8)rderl3o^)rovideBhemMvith8heirS 

baraka. 

AtMheBnd&fMhisBTirstl^brocessionMheBunBlsStBIts&enith.KrheSurroundingS 

area&ifihe&nosqueHs^acked.KTheBeadingH’igures&iffl.uxor&reBnHheBtreetsK 

andBB!argeBiumberBifflheShhabitantsS)fflheHityll\ave 0 novedSlipHoShe 0 nosque 0 

to&ttendBheB'ising&ifl3;heB:amels&hatSvillBiepartSbr&&econdB/flwra,BheK 

circuitEb®;he&fternoon.Srhe&«fl/ 2 Wfl/Eb®he&aintMsBvaitingHbrBleparture,KI 

the^ious^ersons&reEnHiirect&ontacfSvithKhirn&ndBakeEkdvantage&ifBhisK 

precious§noment 3 oH:hargeHtisB> 0 ra£vz.K 

AfterHheffridayl^rayerSheSr/ja/f^.HlescendantBifSVbuBl-Hajjaj^oesBiutlEI 
o®he&nosqueBvith&nanyScclamations,SmidstlShouts&ifEGodSs^reat!®ndS 
‘ThereSs&io&>therl%odH)utKod’.KDoves^reH’reed&midst&H:loud&i®ncense,KI 
andBhe&rowdl3s§noved:Htl3sBheBaintl3n£J>ersonBvho^oesK>utlS>fl3he8nosque® 
The&-[ajjajiyya,Biressed0nBvhite&nd^atheredSroundBhe0eadei&iMineage® 
goesB>utB>fflheBnosqueB\drileBingingBheBersesB>fl3heHQwf&r)/yfl.BvlountedB>nB 
his0rorse,BheB:/za/z/flBeadsBheE|>rocession,BollowedB>yl3heB:ortege,0:ornposedlK] 
oflM^a/jma/.&epresenting&BitterBrffifcarnels&domedBvith&olourfuMabricsB 
thatBisuallyH:overHheH;enotaphs&i®heSlifferentSaints.KomeB;aiTySlags&inEl 
whichBreBmbroideredHheBiameBifiheBaint&irB'ersesBrornBheEQuran.BrheB 
mffl/jmfl/sBrfBVbu^l-HajjajSndBusBonsBvillBaeBiftec&ndBheseBvilMrowEbeB 
accompanied 0 ay&nany&)ther&wfl/ 2 Wfl/s,&hoseB)fl 3 ;he&haykhsHD®LuxorHan(E 
its^eriphery.BThisKjarocessionEhasBquiteKhEldifferentBstatureBoBhe^reviousB 
oneBhatBook^laceBnBhe&noming, 0 brBnanyl 35 ther&ctors&re[><|)resentMndB 
areBaking^)artHn8his^)rocession.ffiarques3bllowHlowly,&iauled3)yHlozens®i® 
worshippers,BndMhenBtorse-drawn§tarriages^/ 2 a«tar)E|arlandedBvith[IlowersB 
andBrucksBepresentingElifferentMradesBloseBhe^brocession.K] 

The^rocessionBnovesBrf&mong&heersBromBheBrowd.BVeBindBgain® 
inB>rder, 8 heH:/ 2 a/f^BinB&nountBnd&ipening 8 he 5 )rocession, 8 heBhead®i®he 0 
lineageBn£M£ar,Hhe&annersB)fihe 0 -[ajjajiyya,BheBmz/z» 2 (z/sB)®\bu£M-HajjajB 
andBD®hisBsons,BthoseBo®the 0 ocalBsaintsBandBaBsetBo®barquesB(theBlargeB 
green,&teelKbarqueH)®theB;orporationEbfl3;heKboatmenEbfl3;he0Nrile,KhamedlEI 
AbuBl-Hajjaj,Bn<fiBe®>fBmaller,BvoodenB)arques)[>&nd,Binally,Hheffloats[2)f§ 
different&orporationsBmechanics,Books, takers,BailwayBvorkers,BheHloatsB 
o®differentByouthBassociationsBorBneighbourhoodBassociations,BdriversBo® 
horse-drawnBarriagesBtc.MSerdiukBois). 

ThisBustomBo®procession,0DnceBperformedBthreeBtimesBaByear,BwhenB 

itSTLarkedBheBendBof&heBmonthBofBrama^K,BheBraaw&5®o®theBProphetB 

and&he&Maw/ii®oEShaykhB\buKal-Hajjaj,0sBiowadaysK]performedB)nly§fo® 

the 0 atterB)ccasion.Hrhis^rocession,S'itually&narking&he 0 :erritory,&ctuall)® 

constitutesBBemembranceBfBheE|>olit:icalB>wnership[3)fI3heBity&>fBuxorB>yB 

ShaykhBVbuBl-Hajjaj.Hndeed,BheB>raM:raditionB>fELuxorBctuallyl5>rovidedBB 
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justificationHorHhisHppropriationl3)yG|;ivingHto®he®:ity®3bunding®egendHhat® 

would&nable®tKo&stablish&he&>eginningH)Mts®Vluslirn[Ehistory.n\.ccording® 

toBhis&>ralHradition,S\.buSl-HajjajSolicitedKirharzah,HheHZopticH'irginSvhoKI 

thenl%overned&,uxor,HoBhatHheMowedHiirnH:oHpencM)neHiightHnM:he®:ity.® 

Tharzah&ndKher§counsellors^rantedKhim,0n®writing,®the®authorization®to® 

occupyBvhatB:ouldEbeH;ontained&in&H)uffalo&kinSvhichSvas^ivenBo&iim.K 

ByHdghtfall,HheSaint,^rmedHvith®3'azor,H>eganHo&:utHheH>uffaloHkinMnto® 

fineHtripsMVttached&ndBoHnd,BheseHormedHHong&opeH)fHeatherBhat,EM<] 

dawn,HvouldKbnableHheBaintBoHnrircleHheH:ity.®roday,HsHnHheG|)ast,^ustMs® 

theShaykhHurnedHoHheHeftSn&>rderBoBmplementSais^)laii,&he^)rocessionlEl 

followsHheBameHlirection^Serdiuk&ois). 

Over&he^ears,HtBnidH/ja'£wz,BheE|)rocessionlSipdatesHhe&iagiographic® 
narrativeHnd,Hhus,®heHFajjajiyyaGjberpetuateslhe£|;esture®>fl3heirKfcponymous® 
ancestor,Hsserting®>y®loing®oBheEincientl2lslamicHettlernent®n®heBhousand- 
year-old®city®ofHLuxor;®materially®marking®in®space®the®legitimacy®of®its® 
presence&nd,&hrough&itualE|)ractices,0bcusingH)n&heH:laimH)ffits®dentity,® 
on&he®:laim®of&he®Tiernory®of&heHaint,&he®FriendH)®3od’,H>haykh®A.bu® 
al-EHajjaj. 

At0heHndH>fBheHlay,Hired,HheBcfezft/^eturnsHiome^lone.HThe^eople® 
inHheHtreetHloHiotHecognizeHdrn.HrheHmzvWzfiHsKbver. 

OverHaHlongHperiod,HsomeHWesternHresearchersHhaveHinterpretedHtheH 
popularHritesHandHtraditionsHofHtheHEgyptiansHof®todayHasHtheHsurvivalHofH 
Pharaonic&ndKhristian0-ites.HThus,HtEkeernsHthat®duringHthe[><lastHcentury,H 
FrenchHigyptologistsHuggestedHntroducingHntoHheEfjrocessionHnHlementHifH 
Pharaonic®) riginBHiarqueBvhichHtayedHhroughoutHhe^earHnsideHheHomb,® 
toHaeHakenHiut&in&heHiay&if&he^irocession.HrheHiuropean&ibserversHtvho® 
studied®he®>rigins®)f®his®)arqueEJ>rovidedHheHollowingHlements:® 

AffiuropeanBsRarelyBllowedBolRnterBheBnosqueB>fBVbuBl-Hajjaj,BusitBheB 

tombsR>rBeeBheB)arqueR>fBheBaint.B$ecauseBheBatter,RiavingBupplantedB 

Amon8)y8odgingBnB^)art8)f8iisBemple,8iasBnherited8iis8ertilizing8 

qualities,KhargesBndBttributes.BVnd,RsBYmonB)nce,BVbuBl--Hajjaj Bn akes,8 

onceB^ear,BnB8)arque,BBouiSroundBiis^oodBownB)fB,uxorB..BVtBheB 

timeB)fBhel>jbrocession,BheB>arqueBsBiftedB>ntoBRour-wheeled8rameBind8 

coveredBvithBheBargeBnulticoloured^bieceB)f8abricBvhich,BluringBhe^ear,B 

conceal sBheBombB)fBheBaint.BflauledB)yBheBvorshippers,BdornedBvithB 

flags ,Bhe8)arqueB)fBheBaint8novesBlowlyBmongBheBongs,B;heers,^)rayersB 

andBhotsB>fBheftxcitedRrowdBhat^athersBoBouchBheBeilB)fBheBaint,B 

underBvhichBome^irivilegedBhildrenBreBrouching.® 
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However,BioBrchaeologicalBecordBttestsBoBheff’haraonicBiriginsHifBheK 
presenceK)fflhis®)arque.S\.ccordingSoBBMuslimBlegend,HhisK>arqueSvouldH\ave0 
carried®\buBl-HajjajBoBheBlifferentMnllagesB>fI3heBegionBvhereBieBventBoK] 
preach.KHere,BheB)arqueBvouldBatherB)eBheBymbol&i®heBpreadBifflslamKl 
throughBJpperffigypt. 

Yet® during^] theK 1930 sK English^ magazines^ published^ photos^ o® it® 
accompaniedB>y§kl3egendBccordingBoBvhichBheEJ>rocession®)®Ybi®kl-Hajja® 
wasBheBurvivalH>®heBbrmei®eastsB>fiDpet,KluringBvhichBhe[E]rhebanBriadK 
H>Amon®HoutBndB<ChounsouB-^erforrnedEMJ>rocession®>y®>arqueB'rornBheK 
templeH>fl 3 CarnakBoBhe§empleB>fl 2 Luxoi®McPhersonH 94 i: 307 ).Krheffieautifu® 
Festivalb®the[ 3 ValleyBvas[><kH:erernonyl® 5 ®ncient®EgyptB:hatBvasB:elebratec® 
annuallyl3hKrhebes®romBheHMiddleffimpireBra.K)uringShisBestivalHheBacredlEI 
barquesB)®\mon-Re,®iisBvifeBvlout§knd®iisBon®<hounsoi®eftBheBernple[>l>® 
KarnakBoBisitBheBuneraryl3ernplesB>fflheElateBdngsB)nBheBvestHbankB>®he0 
Nile^ndBheirBanctuariesSnBheBThebanBiecropolisI^Davies&ncMYiedmar® 
i 998 ;KtrudwickBndKtrudwickB 999 ). 

Having0made0aKspecia®trip0toKattendK]theKmaw/z£®o®AbdK]al-Rahin® 
al-Qina’®inBi 938 &oSseeKltheKlfamousKlbarque®JosephKIWilliamsKIMcPhersonKl 
wasB/eryHiisappoiiitedBoBearnBhafitBiadBieenBiannedHayHhe^overnment® 
'Nowadays,BioB>arqueBemainsBnBheBombBi®heBaintB>ut,^)robablyl3iueBoKI 
folklore, ®everaHbarquesHulH>®:hildren0:ontinue[3o®>eEJ>artH>fflhe®>rocession® 
(McPhersonB 94 i: 307 )® 

AlsoBalledBheffieautifulBestivalBfflDpeEBeM!e/e>SMBpet®luringBvhid® 
theBYmon-Re&>®Karnal®/isited®:heB\mon-Minl®)®Luxor®tBvasB)ne&>®:heK 
mostBumptuousBeligiousBeastsBifB’haraonicffigypt.KirheseBnagazinesBddedK 
thatBtodayBhereBsBtillBBurvivaMifiheBestivaHifflDpetBhroughMheBvluslin® 
festivalH>®VbuB{aggag,BvhichBlsB:elebratecRveryl®eai®nM J uxor’SheB’estivitiesK 
o®;he^resentBiayB:ulrninateBnlM<fcortege&>f&rnall0)oatsBhat&reB:akenBnM<] 
procession&roundBhe&nclosure&>®:heBempleB)®Luxor®rheBtarting^>oin® 
o®the&ncient^rocessionQvasBheBemple&>®Karnak,BvhereB:heKking®LordK 
toBdoKfchings®performed®:heKbppropriate®ites®rhen®shaven-headedBOuabK] 
priestsKcarriedK]theKsacredKbarquesKor®thei®shouldersB:oB:heHNile®whileK 
dancers, Singers,&crobats&ndBnusidansBnimatedBhe^artyl3n0’rontB>fBhe0 
local^bopulationBndBheBoldiers^atheredBlongShe&eremoniaBvenueHinec® 
withBphinxes®3nBheirBrrivaMtHheB>anl®bfihe®\lile®heB>arquesBvereBaidK] 
onB'essels,Bhe 0 argest®D®which®theK>wser/ 2 e®(‘powerfu®prow’)Bo®Arnon® 
madeB>®,ebaneseB:edai®vood®neasuredB>ne®tundredBnd®hirty®:ubits®rheK 
hullB>®heK)Mser/ 2 e®vas^)latedBvith^old,Bvith&mbossedHiesigns 0 eaturingKl 
theB<ingB>fficiatingB)eforeBhe^od.HrheBam’sB-ieadB>®\.mon,&dornedBvithKI 
necklaces®nd®plendid®>ectorals®iecoratedBhe[>f>rowl3ndBhe®tern®\itei®he0 
embarkationB>®heHleities®heBacredl31eetBvas®iauledBoward® J uxor,Bgains® 
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theHurrent,EE>yl2haulers8Lnd8eamsEi)fll>argemenBncouragedEBy8he8vorshippers8 
gathered® nBtheSvharffilndEllongKhelibanks. 

WhenSheH\eavy&esselsffinallySnooredHtflLuxor,SheHacredK>arquesBvouldlEI 
be®nloaded,®uth®xtreme®are,®nd 8 aken®ross 8 :he®acredE|)recinct®fl 8 :he 8 
Opet 8 >®heBouth. 8 , riests 8 voukMepositBhem 8 n 8 heH:hapeM>f®eposeBoHhat 8 
theHiving^)icturesH)flhe^ods’HouldK)eBevitalizedK)ylSifferingsH)®rystal-clearKl 
water,®ruits,®neats,®reshlyEj 3 icked 01 owers®nd 0 ncense, 8 allEjgood®ndl%>ure 8 
things’JDnce8heseBolemn8ites0hadHbeen®;complished,8he81ivineEjbrocession8 
would&nove 8 ntoBhe®olonnade®®\menhotep®I,®rossBheBolar®ourt®nd 8 
entei®he^enumbra®fBhe®anctuary,®rhereBhe®ing 8 vould®velcomeBhem ,8 
surrounded® y 8 h e®ighestHlignitaries 8 PosenerK 96 o;®emp®oo 4 ). 

Seeing®8he8ituals®®he®<zw&Sf8\.bu01-HajjajEIt®uxorBBleminiscence8 

of 8 TheH>eautiful®estival®fK)pet’ 8 s®bviously®rost[iempting. 

TheH«flu'ZiV®)flSayyidSVhmadai-Badawi^tHranta,M’ecurrenceS 

ofllhe8estivalsK»fl>BusirisSmdEBubastis? 

Outside® fEairo, 8 Yhmad®l-Badawi 8 i 200 - 76 )®nd 8 brahim®l-Disuqi 8 i 246 - 

88 ),®uried®t 8 Ianta®nd®)isuq 8 n[She®>elta,®espectively,®re&mongBhe®oly 8 

founders® f®he®'iostl%>opular®>rotherhoods0n8EgyptM'Ynd,®gain®vith&he8 

exception® f®he®gyptian®apital,Bhe®woE|$reatestE| 5 ilgrimages®re&hose®f]K] 

Tanta®nd®)isuq.8rheHornb®f0>haykh8Abd®l-Al,®ne®fBheBirstBhaykhs®f8 

the®hmadiyya®rder,®®rotherhoodBhatBppeared®fterBheHleath®f 8 \.hmad 8 

al-Badawi, 8 sBlso 8 nMheBnausoleum®fK>ayyi<fil-BadawL 

ButBvhoSvasHhisBaintSeveredK>ySheffigyptians?SayyicBVhmadBil-BadawilEI 

was®ornSnEFez,0Vtorocco.KHe0ivedffluring®^Deriod®f®^eneralBlecline®E 

Islarn,®vhich®vas®acingBheBnvasions®fBhe®hristians®fBhe®eco«( 7 Wzsta ,8 

theKrusaders 8 n®gyptSndBhe®/longolians 8 nMhe®ast.®[e®epartedBvith®is 8 

familyBor8vlecca,®here®is8atherl8vas8oE>lie.®)uring5i®iysticalM:risis8ie8vent8 

to 8 raq,®nd 8 ater®ame 8 oBettle 8 nHhe®Iile®)elta. 8 \tEranta®e®hoseBo 8 ive®n 8 

theBTerrace,®n&levatedE|5lace®'omBvhich®e®njoyed®E|50sition®MsolationE] 

andBlevation.®or®Mong®me,BayyicBl-BadawiBvasE|>resentedBnBhe®jiw/z<isB 

as®®ghter®fflheBaithBacingBhe®rusadeBed®yl3>aint-LouisBnffigypt.B 

ThereBwere,Braditionally,Bhree®zaw/z<is®f®>ayyid®l-Badawi®t®ranta,B 
held®nffixed 8 iates®ach^ear®ccordingBoBhe 8 Zoptic®alendar.®)istinctions 8 
were®rade®etween®/-maw/zii®/-SMg'/zayyar,®n®heBenth®f®he®'ionth®® 
CopticBu&a,BhatBsBoBayBroundBanuaryB 7 -i 8 ;BheBecond®ne,BtBheBpringB 
equinox,®/-maw/z<i®/-vraszt,®nkedB:o®>ayyidBAbd®l-Al,®vhich®lways®ellB 
[r^armudaM^WK'p'C'M-^WA^^ntMFieWcmA^al-mawliiMal-kabirWneWaosM 
important,®Bnonth®ndB®alf®fterBhe®ummer®olstice,®eldBn[3:heBniddleB 
ofBheBnonth®f®Z>zA,®tBhe®eginning®®\ugust,®tBhe®ime®fBhe®nnualB 
flooding® f&he®rile.®ach®jflw/z£Masted®neBveek®nd®ne®ay,®eginningB 
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on[>FridayBnd&iidingB)iiBheHbllowiiig 8 : riday.Broday, 8 heBhreeBwaw'/ziis 8 iaveB 
beenE|roupedBntoBiBingleBvent,Bield 8 ifter 8 heBiarvest 8 >®otton 8 n 8 heH)elta,B 
duringBhe 8 nonthB)fl 8 >fl/«/j,BtBBiateBvhichB:orrespondsBoBnid-Oc 1 :ober.BrheB 
previousBlateB)®heE§;reatBwaw/zdl>fB>ayyicMl-Badawi,BnBummer,EimphasizedB 
the&lose&elationship&etweenHheSaintSnd&heHvater. indeed, BtHelll^ustl&tB 
theBimeB>fBheBlooding[>bf§:heB\file.BrheB:onstruction[ 8 )fBeveralBiamsBn 8 heB 
DeltaBndBnBYswanE|>utSnBiidBoBhisBntimateBelationshipB>etweenBheBaintB 
and 8 heSvater,Bnd 8 heBwflvv//t®iasHherefore®>een&ield,B’oiSHittle&nore 8 hanlEI 
a&entury,BtBheBndB)fB!)ctober,BtBheBimeB)®iarvest.BYctually,Bl-BadawiBsB 
the^atronBaintB>fBiarvests:Bie 8 urnsB>arleyBnto 8 vheat&ndBoresees 8 he£|>riceB 
ofl%rain. 

TheBPharaonicBinfluencesBinBtheBmaw/zziBofBSayyidBal-BadawiBareBnotB 
limitedBoBheBzhoicesHifBlatesBccordingBoBheBIlopticBalendar.BvlanylMegedB 
reminiscences 8 of 8 ancient 8 Egypt 8 are 8 to 8 be 8 found 8 in 8 the 8 rites 8 and 8 manner 8 
ofBcelebratingBheBdead.BlnBtheBraditioiialBVulgate^l-BadawiBfreesKhisBfirstB 
disciple, 8 Abd&l-‘Al, 8 from&heKhorns 83 fEh 8 furious 83 ull.KHisS'irilityl 8 ;urns 83 ut 8 
toBae^reaterBhanBhatBDfBheBaull.BnBheBEgyptianBegendsHzollectedBayBheB 
nineteenth 8 :entury, 8 he 8 )ull 8 s 8 iepicted®s 8 upportingHheffiarth 8 )n 8 ts&iorns .8 
This 8 s^>erhaps 8 he 8 'emembranceB)f 8 vlin, 8 -[athor’s&iusband,&)oth& 8 )ull^od 8 
andHnBthyphallicBormBf 8 kmon,B>neB>f 8 vhoseEIttributesBsBightning. 0 ’heEll>ull,B 
aSymbol&>fl^)ower, 8 s 8 ;he 8 mage 83 Mertility. 8 tMs 8 ;herefore 8 iot® 8 :oincidence 8 
that 8 ts 8 race 8 :an 8 >e 8 ound 8 nMhe 8 mages 8 )f 8 >ayyidBl-Badawi. 8 n 8 he 8 niracle 8 )f 8 
InfantB\bdBl-‘Al, 8 veBiaveBheBmageB>MB;hildBvrappedBnBwaddlingB:lothesB 
takenfforBBddeBay&Baull.'BheB'epresentationBsBioo&ccurateBiotBo&lludeBoB 
Osiris 8 vearing 8 iisStrips®nd 8 )roughtB)y®B)ull. 8 rheffigyptologists 8 vere 8 nore 8 
than8iappy8o81iscoverBnBl-BadawlBheBieirB>fBheKkncient8:ultsB>fBheB)elta. 

Is&he 0 ^aw/idM^ecurrence 83 f 8 :he^ilgrimages 83 flKBusiris&ndKBubastis ?8 
ConfrontedBryBhe^atheringsB) final eBndBemaleEJ>rostitutes,Bnd 8 heB)bsceiieB 
fertility®ituals 8 aBemembranceB)fflheBacre<ff>rostitutionK>©ncientEf>agamsm)B 
that 8 :anB>eBoundBrfiheBKflwft(fi)f 0 ranta, 8 heB:omparisonB:omes 8 mmediatelyB 
toBmind.BThisBsBhowIKDlympeBAudouai^BwhoBpublishedBLesBMysiemsBieB 
/’£OT?te 8 iievoi/es 8 in 8 i 865 , 8 described 8 the 8 maw/W, 8 quoting 8 Herodotus, 8 and 8 
assertmgBhatBheBwflw/zdfflevokesBtheBfeastsBafiBubastis&ndBBusirisfiTantaB 
is8perhaps8the8only8city8in8the8world8where8prostitution8is8put8on8public8 
display,Bfreely&nd^aroudlyBvhereBVenusBsBcelebratedBvithoutBhe&lightestB 
shame’ 8 Audouard 8865 : 259 - 78 ). 8 The^reat 8 -[ungarian 8 slamicBcholar, 8 gnace 8 


lH TheBiistoryftfflheBiolinessBjBayyidHl-BadawlBiasijeenHdmirablyHecountecMncH 
analysed&>yBvlayeur-}aouenB994.HrheBMflvv//<5H)fHheBaintBvas&lsoHlescribedH)yKI 
the&ameButhorSnHvlayeur-Jaouen® 004, ^oosa.ffieeBlsoff’ages-ElBCaraoui&oos;® 
Mayeur-JaouenRoo5b,Sn(M,uizar<M990. 
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GoldziherS(i 85 O-i 92 i)Sconcludes:SThe 0 )estS 2 xplanationSofSthisB'emarkableS 
feast,Bs3hatHheBombS>fBheBaintBYhmadSl-BadawiBiasBeplaced,BsB[>J>laceS 
offiJ>ilgrimage,BhatB>fBheB\.rtemisKbfffiubastis.’G$GoldziherB 88 o: 303 ).BvlasperoS 
himselffibxpressesHheBame8houghts:StheHfairl3iasBniigratedSntoHheBiextlB:ityS 
ofSTantaphere&heEEgyptianSvluslimsKjaayBiheBameBiributeSDprayers&ndS 
disordersBoBheSheikhB>idi-Ahmad-El-Bedaou®s 8 heirE|>aganBncestorsE|>aidS 
to®astit,BheB:atl%oddess’^MasperoH 9 i 4 : 4 o). 

Let’sS-ecallBihatSBusirisSs&heBEireekSiameSDflxDjedu.BheSntySDflxkntiqueS 
Egypt. 8 ts 8 iame 8 nay 8 )riginateBrornBBleforrnationB>f 8 he 8 iarneB ) er-Osiris,KtheS 
house&iMDsirisBnotherBiame&ifBheBdty.BrheBnty&ifEBusirisSArasSocatedBnS 
theBentre&iMheSNfileSDeltaBnBheBiteBvhichBodayBiearsBheSYrabBiameBjfS 
Abusir.BVlMhatBemainsBifBheBempleBnentionedHbyB-ierodotusBreScatteredS 
stones® usirisBvasSneSfflheBnainPacesSfflultSbfShepidKDsiris.S3 reatBeastsS 
inSionouiBbfHheSnourningKbfflDsirisSvereKtelebratedBhere.SrheKDsirianBnythB 
relates 8 hatMsisl>uriedBhe 8 emainsB>®terHnaleB:onsortlS!brotherBndBiusband)S 
atffiusiris. 

AsBoiffiubastis , 8 tBvas,Successively, 88 :apitalB>ffi|)rovince, 8 henl 8 heB:apitalS 
ofBEgyptSunderStheKkingsSof 8 theS 22 ndSdynasty.SHerodotusStellsSusSthatStheS 
goddessSBastet,SwithStheSheadSofSaScat,SwasSvenerated 8 there.SHerStemple,S 
surroundedBryBheBvater&>fBwoBvideB:anals,&xceptBtBhe&ntrance,BtadBheS 
appearance® f®nBsland.SrheSestivaM>fB3astetSvas,SccordingBoS-Ierodotus,S 
theBnostSmportantMifSheSnnualSeasts.KrowdsBrornBlKgyptBisedSoptherS 
there.KTheSiumerousSacrificesShatSvereSnadeSvere^retextsSorBxtraordinaryS 
feastsSduringSwhich,SaccordingStoSHerodotus,SmoreSwineSwasSdrunkSthanS 
duringSheSestSblShe^ear.SbdayBashishBheBcentSfBvhichBmbalmsHheSityS 
0 fBrantaStBhe 8 ime 8 >fl 3 heBwflw/zial,BiasBisiblyBeplaced 8 heBvine. 

TheSraaw/zfilBinBTantaSisSalsoStheSopportunitySforSaShugeStradeSfair.S 
whileStheScitySisSinvadedSaySaSdenseScrowd.SMerry-go-rounds,performingS 
conjurers,®ellersB 5 ®<nick-knacksPastries®ndBweetsE|)rovideBheS:ityStvithS 
the&tmosphereS>PopularS 3 azaar.S-fere&ndShere,SomeSotteriesSjydS 2 flsife,S 
assimilated&o^amesSDfS:hance&nd,S:onsequently,S:onsidered&sSllicit)S:anS 
beSioundSiext&o^lacesSafSievotion.SrentsBrectedBhroughoutBheSntySforS 
eachSofH:heSiumerousS 3 rotherhoods,B:hatSorganizeSthere®essionsSofSi/zz/:r,S 
increaseBheSndescribableSurmoilBi®heB:ity.Srhe^overnorSi®he^)rovinceS 
ofSGharbiyyapepresentingSthe^aresidentSofStheS'epublicBsSwelBsSalBtheS 
members®fflheSdigher®ufiBIouncilBsedl3:oBegularly®ttendHheSrziw/zd®>fS 
Tanta.ffestivities&ndSvithSeveraBufprocessions.BfisSstimatedHhat^riorS 
to®oiiBheSiurnber®pilgrimsSbrBheSmw / /zi® 5 fB 5 ayyid®l-BadawiSisedB:oS 
exceedBwoBnillion.HXdthBheBallBifflheBegimeHifBvlubarakSndBheSccessionS 
to^ower®®heBvtuslimS3rotherhoodBB'nodestB'eilBtasB>eenBhrownB>ver®S 
demonstration^udgedSasSiotBeallyScompliantSwithStheSBrothers’S'eformis® 
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Islam.0TheH)£ficialS'epresentatives8vereScarceiStBheBimeS)fl3he&2(2H'/jfi®nd0 

everflheBttendanceBvasMotBess8ieiise8han®>efore. 

TheH'enerationEbfflbrahimKkl-Disuqffl 

One8)rBwoSveeks&fterShe&ndS)f&he®72flH’/jfiS3)fHranta,&heSn(2wftfi!S)fffiIdffl 

Ibrahirn&l-Disuqi&egins&tKHsuqMThe&waw/idffljflEDisuqSmHaeenffarHessK 

studied&har®hat83ffiranta,&vithBvhichBt&haresKh0ot®5®eatures,Kjarobably8 

because 8 t®losely 8 ollowsHhe 8 atter.BYs 8 vithl 8 he 8 >ther 8 MflW'ftcfe, 8 t 0 ]asts 8 i 8 veek 8 

and 8 ®ay. 8 ust®s 8 nMranta,Bhis&ommemoration 8 sEMf>retextlHlbr 08 iuge 8 unfair 8 

thatKpreads&'om8he®rosque8vhere8he8aintM&uriedSloEiheKhores8>fSheKWile.8 

Pilgrims®nd®ayyids®rrive8n83oatsB5rfihe8\Iile®ndMTLOorBtearBhe&nosque.8 

TheKayyids®fiheffiurhamiyya8theKufi®>rotherhood8hat®ppeare<fifterBhe8 

death®fflbrahim[ 3 U-Disuqi)®ave,®®ourse,B 8 eading 8 ole,Hbutl 8 he 8 Yhrnadiyya ,8 

RifadyyaBndKhadhiliyyaHre8dso&eryEf>resent®heKhaykhB>fflheE’Magahidiyya8 

Burhamiyyal33rotherhood,Biding®8vhite8iorse,8eads8he0>uffi|5rocession,[3)n8 

the8ast8TidaylMter3he8ioon^rayer.8Ys8iuringBhe8najor8?2(ZH'/2fifs,8nl3hat8>f8 

DisuqBhere8s®&oleHor8:ivilian®nd&eligious&epresentatives8)f8heBtate,[8n8 

this®aseBhe^overnor®®he^rovince®fKafr®l-Shaykh,8ind8)ther8vho8nark8 

the^aresence&)®he 0 Vlinistry&)f 8 Wfli 2 /&nd&heSnufti 8 D®he 8 Republic. 8 rhis 8 

waw/2ii%athers®8ot8ifl5>eople,8nB9898he8nunicipalityHifH)isuq®nnouncedlEI 

thatBtBvasBeadyBoBvelcomeBwo8nillionE|>ilgrirns. 

AccordingBoBheBegendB>fBhe8aint,[8heBhoresB>fBheBvesternB>ranch8)flKI 
theHKTile8vhereH)isuq8s®)uilt8voulcH\ave8heltered8i^iganticBrocodile8hat8he8 
saintBvould®aveBamed.BrBheBnosque,BheyBnayBhowGfouBheBorty-cmBvideB 
vertebra® fflheBnonsterfl'heBrocodilesBlisappearedBrornBheHDeltaBnoreBhaiiB 
i70^earsBgo,®nd8heHniracleBccomplished8>yl8heBaintHsBtilBurprising. 

During 8 he 0 ) haraonic®ra 8 he 8 ;rocodile 8 vas®eared®ncHlreaded,®nd 8 vas 8 
perceived®s®n®mbivalent®nimal8>®he®orces8ifl%ood®nd®vilMn8irder8o8 
winBhe®’avour&i®his&uthless^)redator,Bheffigyptians&urned®t8iito®8/ery8 
popular^odBobek,8he®iiimal8ifKeth,8he%od8i®vil.8rhey®lso®ssimilated8 
i®o&lmostEkllEbtherl%ods:KRe,B 3 siris, 0 -torus®tc.Srhe 8 :rocodileH’requentlylEI 
appears&>n&iealing®telesBha®vokeKeth,®nd8:rocodile-shaped®mulets®re8 
very 8 appreciated. 8 When®tl 3 s 8 associated 8 withKIOsiris,&he 8 crocodile 8 evokes 8 
rebirth, BheBevival®fflheBloodsB>®heB\rile&ndBheBesurrection®ffliature.B 

In®omeB;itiesBhe8:rocodile®njoys8al%enuineB2enerationlEI(Kom8Dmbo,8 
Gebelayn,Krocodilopolis8n8 : ayoum).8-[erodotus8elates®ow,8n8he8emple®f8 
Thebes,BheSacred&rocodileHvasH’ecMvithl%eese,ffish®ndM:arefullyl 5 >repared 8 
dishes,Bnd®ow8t8vasSdorned8vith®ollars,^olden8ings8indl^)recious8tones.8 
Ir®ertainBtemples&he 8 sacredB:rocodileBwouldKlive 0 r®urnptuous&iledEhiidB 


2H We®anBiowever®}uoteffichielkeBoo8. 
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decoratedE^ools.BDnBtsBleath,BheBacredB:rocodileBvasBmbalmedBndB>uriedlK] 

accordingBoBheBameBitualsBsBmmans.HWecropolisesBontainingBmndredsBifB 

mummifiedBrocodilesBiaveHbeenBliscovered. 

Again,BiowBanl&neBiotBssociateBheBvluslimBaintStanierHbfSheBrocodileB 
withMheBitesSbfBYncientSigypt? 

Pharaonic&eininiscencesSbiMnHslamicEbrand? 

There&xistsBioBextBhatHbrbidsBheB:ommemorationH)fl 3 :he[ 3 )irth&>fM&aintlK] 

orBDf&Bnember&i®he0’amilyH3fB;he0 3 rophet.B3ulSometimesBtheBiature&ifB 

these&ommemorationsBsBnoreBhat&fBocialBejoicingBhanBhat&>ffleligiousB 

demonstration.B\nd&>ften,Bhey&iappenBo&>eBheB)ccasionBif&itesHjualifiedB 

as&nti-IslamicB>yKEuropean§/isitors,SsBnlELuxor,BrantaB)rKDisuq.KAreBheseB 

PharaonicBeminiscences&ir&n 0 slamicB)rand?Brhere&reHiiffering^)omts&>fB 

view. 

Indeed, BinceBheBiineteenthBenturyBheBwaw/zcfflifl^buBl-HajjajBtHLuxorB 
hasEkttractedBravellers&ndffigyptologists.BTheSirstBoBaeBnterestedBvasBheB 
EnglisMLucy®)uff-Gordon,BvhoBiadBlectedBoBesideBnl 3 heBempleB>ffl.uxor,B 
fromBvhereBheB>bservedBheBnawftG®>fBYbuBd-HajjajKbverBeveralEfears^Duf® 
GordonB983).B\fterBhisffirstBestimony,BveBiaveBoBvaitBintiMheBwentiethB 
centuryBo&ediscoverBheKbjflvv/ifMnKbcientificKliterature^articularlyBn&heB 
workB>®heffigyptologistB 3 eorges 0 .egrain,BvhoBiescribedBheH;elebrationBifEl 
theBKflw/ii®nl3,oM^sorBflHsBes^;/2arao«^LegrainH9i4).B.ater,^amesB-[ornellB 
(i938)Bvrote^n&rticle^>ublishedBnB;he^ournalBMflH&ndBvlcPhersonl^i94i)B 
devoted,BforBhisBp art,BaBchapterBtoBtheBwflwftfiHofBLuxorSnBhisBbookBr/zeB 
AfoM/iii5B/Kgyj5t.BvloreBecently,BheBvorksB)fl3RachidaKhih^i993)BndBhelleyB 
Wachsmannl^Wachsmannl^oo2a,^oo2b)^)rovide®3noreH;urrentB;estimonyB 
onBheBvolutionKbSheBwtfW'fizl 

TheseBlifferentMuthorsBocusedBheirBvorksBinMhe^brocessionBhatBnarksB 

theBnd&fflheBiolyBveekHndHuringBvhichlliarquesHreBiauledBntoSIheBity.HForB 

aBongBime,Bhis^brocessionBemainedBheBnainBopicBnBtudiesB)fflheB«iaw/ii® 

ofBVbuBl-Hajjaj,Snd,&ccordingBoBhese&uthors,Bt&mbodiesBvithB;ertaintyB 

theBurvivalB>®ntiqueBites&i®heBrhebanB'egion,Bn^)articularBheBiecadalB 

celebrations:BheHWutifuM : eastB)®heB/ , alley§kndBheH : estivaM>®)pet.B 

This&pproach,BvhichB:an&)eBqualified&sKEgyptological,Klias&pparentlyB 

beenBakenB)verBinceBheBimeB>fM 3 eorgesB,egrainB>yBBocaMiscourse,BnBhisB 

caseB>yBomeBnembersB>fl 3 heB-Iajjajiyya,Ell 3 ]ineageKbfl 3 he£f>atronBaintKbffiluxor.B 

CatherineBvIayeur-JaouenBjuestionsBhisKPharaonicBelationship,&sBhe^)utsB 

forwardl 3 heBlistortingBffectB)fflocusingB)nHheBinal^)rocessionB)fBheBMa>v/iii.B 

AccordingBoB\er,BnanyHssumptionsB)ffleterministicBndBslamicBiatureBillowlEI 

usBo&ssertBhatBhe^eneralizationsSrisingBromBhis^erspectiveBreBiotBvellB 
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founded, BandBhat&heseBassumptions&an&husBeonstituteBiewlE^athwaysBoB 
understandingSheBitualsB|Mayeur-JaouenH994:96-io6). 

SinceffigyptianB\ntiquity,EhnyBacred&ventBiasMwaysBnovecMmBvater.B 
Thus,formerly,Bhe^odsH'isitedBheHiivinitiesBhatSvereBheir&ieighboursHayEl 
waterway.HTheseSacrecBdisplacementsShereforeKhave&heirH’oundationEinEhEl 
naturaMetermimsm.BrheSNrileBonstitutesBheBdeaMommumcation^JjathBndB 
accordinglyHnducesBhe0iseB>flMlypicaMndBocaMymbolism,BheB)neB>fBheB 
barque.B 

The®)oatMs&>ne&>flheH’ormer&neans&ifl 3 ransportationH'or^)ilgrimageHoK 

Mecca.B\J 3 ewSiecades&go,BheH:rossingH)fHhe 0 led®eaBbyH)oatSvasBhe&nost 0 

popular8vayBo^oHoBhe&iijaz.HnBhisBense,BheBbarquesH:anBbe&nvisaged®sH 

theBymbolicBneansBhatHhe^brocessionl%ivesBtsel®oBvokeBhe^)ilgrimageBoB 

Mecca.ffheBjoatBouldBlsoBymbolizeBheBemembranceM&Brarama^miracleB 

o®Baint)B)®VbuBl-Hajjaj:B 

YoussefBvasBeturningBromHMeccaMnBISmalMle etB>ffl>oatsB>f^)ilgrims .BM 3 

bigBtormBroseHndHheH>oatB)®bussef8vasBnSmminent01angerS)®inl<ingH 

InS'esponseBo&iis^brayers.Bt&rossedBheBeaBafelyBvhileSlMhe&therB 

vesselsBhatBailed§vithHtBvereHost.Hmpresse<fi)yBheBniracle,BheBurvivorsB 

promotedBheirBaviourBoBheBankB)fBiolinessBndBtBiisBleath,BheyBrectedKI 

aBombBboveBkisBemainsBnMaixorB B 

E (HornelM 938 : 145 ) 

AccordingBoBiraMradition.BVbuBl-HajjajBvouldBnitiateBndMeachBslamicB 

doctrineBnBheBullagesBifiheBegionBifETuxor.EHeBvouldBailsbnBheBJileBndB 

onBheBhannelsBonnectedBoBtfilnBiisBiwnHioatBlnHirderBo^o^reachingBromB 

villageBoBullage. 

AbdBl-RahImBl-Qina’I,BheBaintB)fKJina,BlsoBisecHB)oatRsBBneansB)fKI 
transportationBnB>rderBo^3reach.®esides,HheB«aw/iV®)fBC)inaBhowsBB 
processionaBctivitylSimilarBolShatfibffiLuxor.H'herefore.BhelBiarquelSeernsBoB 
beBheBymbolB)fBheBpreadB)fflslam0jandBnore^3reciselyBhatB)®unnism)B 
throughBJppeiffigypt.B B 

B (ChihQ 993 : 77 )B 

Mayeur-Jaouenl^2005a:236)^lsoBiotesBhatBthereBsBiothing&xceptionalB 
aboutBtheBaarqueBnlEltheBfjflwftiisBofBtheHaanksBoflEltheKINrileBandBhatEbtherlEI 
processional 3 )oatsEJ>arade,Bbi&xampleHluringBheBnouledsB>fffiifa iBnEairo,B 
DisudisqBnMhe®elta!KThisB)bservationBntendsBhusBoBndicateBoBesearchersB 
thatBtBsBiot&elevantBo&stablishBuchBinksBaetweenBhe^arocession&iMheB 
patronBsaintBofBLuxorBandBoldBprocessionalBtraditions.BStilllKlaccordingBtoB 


FronMh^odM.moiM(MufiMnawlids 


65 


Mayeur-Jaouen, 0 WesternSesearchers 0 bcusedS)nSheH>arquesS)fSVbuSl-HajjajKI 
becauseSifM.uxoiBndStsKemplesHtKfcannotBieHlemecMhatMheH-epresentationE] 
o®YmonJ8vloutBndKhounsouBravelliiig8)nBheir8espective8malM>arques8s8 
aBtrongHmageBvithinBhefflivine&ndffuneraryBemplesBifiheHrhebanBegioii,^ 
but8biSnyBesearcher,&xclusively8:onsideringBhe8ocaMealityMnvolves&isks.8 
Broademng8the8scientific8approach8(using8sociaMacts8belonging8to8Islam)8 
and8:onsidering&he^henomenon8of&he&malll%>rocessionaM>arques8atE]the8 
globaMevelSofHEgyptSwouldSe liable,8according8to8the8researcher,8a8better8 
understanding&ifflhe^bhenomenon. 

WithS , egardBoffanta,SvIayeur-Jaouen^5utsBbrward®3’asbionable^iewl3)® 
Egyptologists .STheBbrthSifihe&thnograpby&ifBheKgyptian&ultsE&ncibfBheS 
recording85fflts&tories,8romBhe[3)eginmng&>fIS:he8iineteenthB:entury,B)ften8 
echoesSthe&elationshipKbetweenSmcientSEgyptSanc&nodernElMuslimScults.S 
Maspero,SvhoKled&he 0 irst&rchaeologicaMTiissionBn 8 Egypt,81881-6/1899- 
i9i4),8not8to[>Iie8outdone8and8keen8oMblklore,8saw8m8the8contemporary8 
EgyptianHales&nanySeminiscences&ifBhe^ast.SVpartBromHgnaceHSoldziherKI 
(i88o)8md8the0GermanlKDrientalistEEniio8Littman8i875-i958)8Vollers8and8 
LittmanH969),Si oBVrabist,however,Bdds®onvincing®lementsSoShe8nythicalKI 
originS)fflheS:ult§)®\hmad&l-Badaw®!Mayeur-Jaouen0994:96-io6).S 

Mayeur-JaouenSlistsStheS‘assumptionsStoSputSaside’:Sal-BadawiSasSaS 

bubastite,&l-BadawI&s 88 foundeil 3 oflEbrotherhood, 81 -BadawiEhs[>MOiristian 8 

monk^l-Badawi&s&Szrusader&ndffighter&iMaith^WM/a/i^^l-Badawi&sS 

aSShi’ite,SandSsoSon.SHowever,SsheSagreesStoSconsiderSotherSassumptions:S 

al-BadawSsS®edouin,Sil-BadawSsHSnilitantBifShe§reatSufiS)rdei®ifa‘iyyaS 

andHl-BadawiBsSheSuccessorS)MKopticSaiiit^Mayeur-JaouenS994:257-62). 

Thus^heSPharaonic&eminiscencesKinScertainKbiaw/iiisSofSEgyptSwouldlEI 

onlyB>e, 8 nBhe 8 yesH>fBhe 8 najority 8 >fl 8 he 8 , esearchers 8 >fl 3 he 8 atestG|;eneration ,8 

aBropeSielongingHoSheBasteBbrS'olkloreSifl^breceding^enerations&iffl'isitorsS 

and/orlScientists.SvIore8hanSinyS)ther,8heSiistoryS)fl^)opular^)ietySsSnspiredS 

byStheSfashionSDfSthe&noment.SSuccessivelySduringStheStwentiethSceiituryS 

researchersBvereS/erySnterestedElnl^)opular0Vluslim^)iety,8)efore^3redictingS 

itsHlecline8nHhe8’ace&ifieformistMslam,BndShenBgainM'ecogmzingSts®Drce.S 

IfBhe 0 egendH)fI 3 :he 8 aints 8 sB:onstantly&einvented,B:annotM:he 8 ameH)e&aid 8 

aboutMaistory?8\lMhe&nore&o&ince&heKlatter8egendS'efers8directlyBo&he8 

corpus&>f&cientists.0sn’t&he&iolyEbiography&if8Umar8biiM-FaridK(d.SL235)S 

in8iis8nausoleumMnBheHIaty8fflhe8}ead8nKairoBhe8ery8ioticeBvrittenHby8 

Massignon®>nHhis^reat&nystical^)oet8LuizardS993)? 

SinceBhisSvorkSs&bout&hared&ults^tBvouldSiotHie^resumptuousBoS 

thinkHhat&he8’irstBharing8sSvithHhe^)ast...&econsideredMnB;he8ight&i®he8 

presentHlay.8 
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‘AmbiguityllnISontextMccordingS 

tollslamidXhought 

BridgingWieoryMincMictuality^iM 

relating^cMaintsMiMslam 

M 

YasushiKTonaga 


PeopleS>ftenBhinkHhatShereBls®normous^apS)etweeiiHheBheoriesfflevelopedlEI 
aboutl3slamicSaints,Svhich&re&>ftenl3-elatedBoKufism,&ndBhe^)ractices&iffl 
saintH:ults,Svhich&iftenHleriveH’rom&ion-Islamic&irigins.Kirhe3atter^)ractices0 
areBrften&onsideredBo&e&epresentative&fBheffittleHraditiondKThis&hapteifi] 
triesStoSjridgeSthis^apMtHconsists&jf&wo^iarts.ffl'heffirstMnvestigatesStheS 
theoriesS)flSaintsKlnMraditionaHslamicStudies.BISvill®xplore0’our0heories0hatEl 
supportHhe&xistence&iflSaints&ndBheir&niracles.KirheBecond^art&xaminesKI 
the8heoretical®>asis&ifHhe^)ractices8hat®re&>bserved0rfiainfM:ultsMSvouldK 
likeS oBlemonstrate&hat&hese^aractices&re&nore&uthentic&haiiSveBvouldEl 
expect. 

Saints8nl3slamic3hought 

AlthoughBveffind&nanyHermsHbr&heBo-called^saints’SnBiifferentSreas.H’orE 
example, tyir^ali$harifMayyid$idi$aqilfqMQS])eci&\\-^&rfiMo'ct\MKinc 2 &n<M 
Turkey),^nd05/ji2«S[especially0nKreiitralBA.sia),S'eryl3ewSvords&re&isedBoK 
referBtcflhemHnBtraditionaMslamicKtudies. 

InBheBQur’an®ncMadithl3heS)nly8vordHisedBo&nean^aint’SsBvfl/i'.HrhisB 

word 0 sffound^ 6 ®imes 0 n&he^ur’an,&ncMtsG|)luraMbrm,Hwfr)/i 2 ,Hs 0 bun<B 

42 Simes.SnSheBQur‘an,BtBs&iotl^et®stablishecHsB 0 echnicaHerm 0 'orKkaiiit’,S 

but&iasS/arious&neanings,0ncluding0’riend,S;loseH'elative,B3odEhimself,&heK 

Prophet&llBjMvhichKhaveKhHconnotationKbfEkomebodylElwhoHsBiear&o&heK 


lB TheHheoryB>®he^reatHraditior&s.HheBittleHraditionBvasBdvocated&>yffiobertKI 
RedfieldBndRppliedBoHslam[>foy§k>nBGrunebaum 0 !i 976 :i 7 - 37 ). 
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FigureWM Quranidft/erses^ibouM&aint$(wali),Algeria,Waalibi$MosqueM4$&ugusM 
200($$ph o tograph SMasa tosh MQsa ich i). 


speaker.0W7fl/;MsKkn&bbreviationS)fBvfl/zM4//fl/z,SvhenEltMneans&0saint’,&ndKI 
was 0 )riginally&ised&s 0 nEintonym 0 oBvi 2 /z 1 &/-s/za)tfa«. 0 , eople&>ften 0 [uote 0 he 0 
following^assageHromHheHJur’anrKHearken^heftiendsKilBVllah^hatBbHhoseK 
who0>elieve&nd0re&vei®nindful&>fl3:heir0lutySo0\.llah,&hall§:ertainly&iave0 
noHearBiorBhalHheyl^rieve’^Qur’an, 00 : 62 - 3 ).0rhe^)assage&elating8o0t/a/ilEl 
that0s0nostM)ftenM:ited0rom0he0iadithl3sSs0ollows:0ndeed0vIy§'riends0romKI 
amongBvtyBervantsK1..0re0hose0vho0eciteB|or§nvocate)0)yl3My0ecitation’. 2 K 
On&heSaasesSaf&hese&raditions^fl/z&efersKtoKfchose&vhoKhave&jelieflEI 
(fmfl«)KhncMearK(teg r wa)0if0God&nd&lways^3erform0nvocatioiiKI(ii/?//:r)&oK 
Allah.0XA8houldl^ay0ttentioi®o0he0act0hat0his®lefinitionffloes0iotlSlncludeK] 
any&nystical&lementsMather,0ve0houldMjnderstancHhis0iescription&s&n0 
expression0)fl^)iety,0vhichl3:anBbe0)bservedSn0nany0spects0)®slam.S : or8his0 
reason,0ve0anfflistinguishl3betweenl3vfl/®n0l3)road®ense^seKSM0ato),8ha®s® 
non-mysticaBvtf/z",0nd0vaffln0&trictSense^se«sw0incto),&hat0s,ffiufi0vfl/i'.KI 
The0irst01efinition&i®he0vord0vill&ielp0is0o0inderstand0vhy0)oth0iirec® 
disciplesM8:he® > rophet0sa/7fl£>fl)0ndBnanyBcholars&iave[3>een0eneratecfisK] 
walls. 


2 B Ibn§ 4 anbaM 3 i 3 ^A.H.): 430 . 
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FourI3dndsBl)fBhe()ry§)fSaint 

HereHBvouldBikeBofflrawl^ourBttentionBoBheBactBhatBheBheoryBifBaintsK 

inMslamBiasBustoricallyBieenMinderstoodBoEbe&onnectecfilmostBolelyBvithlK] 

Sufism.®CThleBtBsBrueBhat0>ufismBlevelopedl3heBheoryB>®aintsBpr,BnoreK 

strictlyMsaid.Hthat&jfHvfl/O.S^elieveSthat&veHshouldHpay&noreSattentionl^toH 

otherBraditions&>®he&heoriesB)f&aiiit.0-Iereafter,0Bvil&xplainl3buiM<indsKl 

o&heories 0 nBheBraditionaMslamicBstudies.BTheyBare:Bi)B:heBvfl/ 2 &heoryB 

ofKunniteBheology;^)&heSi/fl/Mheory&>fKufism;^)BheSmamologyE(iwawK 

theory)&>fffihi‘ism;&nd^)HheSayyid/sharifology.HThe0astSvordS;omesH'romK 

theBermsBayyW/s/iany^othBfflvhichlSleferBoBheHlescendantsBifflheHProphet. 

TheseKfourBtypes0o®saintBtheoryEcanBbeBiivided0nto&wo0:ategories.K 
TheHirst&ategoryBdiscussesBhoseBvhoBsucceedBoBheirBitles&ccordingBoK] 
genealogy,BndBheBecondHlescribesBhoseBvhoHloBiot.BXA&anBountSilBndE] 
2)0n&heSecond&:ategory&nd^)KhncB).)0nBhe0’irslS:ategory.SDutS)fH;heseKI 
types, S)BndS)&iaveBI3nysticaBndSnnerlSlfefli2«)Sendency,BvhereasH)Bnd^)S 
canEbeBinderstoodBvithinBheBrameworkBiHslamBsBiavingBnBiuterBza/nrP 
tendency, BvhichHsBloselyBelatedBoHslamic^lurisprudenceBndBheology. 

WX£® , HEORYI3)F®UNNITeB , HEOLOGY 

InKunniteBheologyBvfl/iBanBaeHlefinedBsBhoseBvhoBreButhorizedBiyBheK] 
Qur‘anBJancHiadith)&ndB:anBlo&niracles.Brhe&xistenceB>fBi/i 2 / 2 &ndBheirK 
abilityBtoBdoKlmiracles&vereB;onfirmedKbarlyl3nBSunnite&heology.BrheB)nlylEI 
exceptionBoBhe^eneralKunniBieliefflnBheirBniraclesBvereBheBvlutazilitesE 
AsSsBvellBcnown,BheBvtutazilitesBlepartedBroml3heBnainBtreamB)f®unnisml3 
afterBheirBriumphlMlheBVbbasid&ourtHnBheBniddleBifBheBtinth&entury.K 
Therefore,BweB:anElsafelySsayBthat,BbasicallySspeaking,KunniteBtheologyl3nEl 
generalBiasBhe&xistence&>fBvfl/2®ndBheirBniracles&sB)neB)®ts0orthodox’KI 
creeds .B\.mongBhe0'amousBheologiansBvhoBeferredB;oBt,BveB:an0’indB\buK 
BakrHl-BaqillanI^d.Boi3),BVbu®akrl21bnH : urak^d.Boi5),HlChatibHl-Baghdadil^d.KI 
iO 7 i), 0 AbdBl-MalikBl-Juwaynil^dSo 85 ),ffakhrBl-DinBl-Razi^i 2 O 9 ),BAdudEl 
al-DinBl-IjI^d.B 355 )BndBAllBbnEMuhammadBl-Jurjam^dM 4 i 3 )BmongBheKI 
Asharites;B\hmadSTTahawiB!d.^ 33 ),B\.buBTafsBl-Nasafil^dSi 42 ),BndKa'dEl 
aTDinBl-Taftazani8!d.B39o)BmongBheBvlaturidites. 3 H\7ensinckBnentionsBha® 
theBirstBlocumentBifHhisB:reedBppearsBnB2/-fi^/2B?/-a/:&flrl32/-£/2fl«2,BvhichK 
seemsBoKhaveHaeenEWrittenHaetweenBtheH’ourth&ndBenthBcenturiesKby&nlEl 
anonymous&uthorBIWensinckBi 979 : 224 ).BrheBixteenthB;reedBD®hat 0 )ool® 
beginsKhsH’ollows:BInBhis&rticleBheBeality&>®heBignsBi®he0 3 rophets&sKI 
welMsHhatSifiheBniraclesBifiheBaintsBsBonfessed.HheHatterBnBippositionEl 


3H AlthoughBome^beopleSrgueBhatHl-TahawiSncfil-Taftazani®lid§iotB)elongBoHheB 
Maturidites,BheySanBtillB>eBeenBsB'epresentative®unniteHheologians. 
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FigurdfiM Portrail&iJSirMulamd’MeflSjprivate&ollectiorM'Cyoto). 

to&heKMutazilites.WheB;heological&iiscussionsKabout04/fl/iS:onceiitrate&)iiK 
thefflifference§)e1weenBhe&niraclesB>®aints^/rarama)&ndKhoseH>fEJ>rophetsK] 
rEkxample,^aftazanI,Commenting®) nENasafl’sBsreed.&tates&sK 

follows: 

[TheBrfflrawflB)fflv( 2 /zBlsHruth.]SVndBheBvffl/®reHhoseSvhoBreSlevotedHoB 

loyal ty^toBVllah),BhoseBvhoBvoidB'evolt0!againstS\llah),BndHhose8vhoB 

knowHheftxaltedBVllahBndB-lisBttributesBiyBieing^eopleBvhoBbandonB 

themselvesBndBiisBlevotionBoBheirB)wnBlesires.HrheBrarawflB)fBva/lBsB 

anBppearanceBbfiomethingBhatBsBgainst&ustonyBvhichBloesBiotlBoexistB 

withBheBlaimBoHieB^rophet.HrhatBsBvhyBnythingBhatBsBiotRombinedB 
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withB>elieffi$i»!#«)BindGjbiousBleeds 0 lsBiBemptationBhatflleads 0 nBheBvrongB 
direction.®7henBomethingBsB:ombmedBvithBheB:laimB>fI>|>rophetship,l8t01sB 
(notBrara»!a8)ut)8wM 'jizaM 

These&vriters&laimed&hatE^eople&nustKbelieve&hatSvfl/fs&ioSniraclesKI 
becauseBhat8sSvhat8sSecordedSnBradition.SVtl3heBameBime,&iowever,8heyB 
alsoMaimed&hat^eopleSriustEhotBdisparage&he^rophetsBaecauseBaMheirB 
belie® nBheBexistenceSD®vfl/zsBand&heii®Tiiracles.BForBexample,Bal-TahawilK] 
states®sBollows:HWeBlo®otl%ive^riorityBo®ny§va/zs®ver®nyllf>rophets.BYn<ffl 
weBay8hat0[even)&ine^)rophet%oesS>eforeBlHheSva/fs.’ 5 K)nHheBame^)oiiit,KI 
Nasaf®tates0I®s0mpossibleH’or^n)®t/fl/fsHo&eachHheBtatus&i®l5>rophet.0 
TheBlaves® fellah® o®otBeachHMIeveBvhereH]ieither®>rdersH!iorEf>roscriptionsB 
ofBMlah&reBequired.’ 6 

Fron®hese^assages,Bve®anBmagineBhatl3heirl3rue3ntentionsBnBvritingB 

theseBcreedsBrelateBtoBstrengthemngBbelie®inE]theBprophetsBratherBthanE] 

eulogizingBthe®i/fl/zs.BHowever®®sBTiore0mportan®i®:heB;ontex®D®hisB 

chapter&hatffiunniteBheologians&iave^)ostulatedBhe&xistenceH)®t/a/fs&ndEl 

theirBniracles. 

theSk4l® , heoryS)fSufism 

TheBsecond&heoryBo&heBsaintsBinBIslamicBstudiesBisBtheBi'ra/zBtheoryBo® 
Sufism.Kirhere&ias®>een&M:onsiderable&mount&i®esearch&inB;hisHopic.®C A eKI 
can®ayHhat,B®Kuf®s®n&liteBvluslim,®Bva/zMs®n&liteK>ufi,Bvho&eachesB 
the&xperienceB)fflnysticalBinion.Hrhe&i/fl/®heory&>fKufisml%oes&long&heKI 
sameSaasic&rackBas&hatBDflxBunmte&heology.BTheBTiainBtopicBhereBsBalsoB 
theii®riiracles®nd&he&elationship[><betweer®ra/zs®nd£|)rophetsB : irstMetMisB 
observe&heirBjpinionEhbout&niracles.ffiufismEblaimsBhat&i/fl/fsHlo&niraclesKI 
by&heBalessingSD®\llah®ndBhey&hould&till&>e&trictlyHiistinguished0'romB 
the&niraclesMl|5rophets.ffoi&xample,Kl\buM-Qasim&l-Qushayri^d®072),K] 
who&iac®^3rofound0<nowledge&i®\.shariteBheology,HjuotingBheSiames&i® 
AshariteSheologians,Stated® sffollows. 

ItBs^iossible8orEod’s8riendsHo^berform8niracles...®7hen8omeone8 
performsBniracles.BhisBsBiBignBbfSIusSbeingBruthfuIBnBusBpiritualBtates.B 
[Conversely, ]BniraclesB:annot 8 )e^ 3 erformedB)yBomeoneBvhoBsHnsincere...B 
MiraclesBnustB)eBBnatterBhatH>reaksBheBiabitualB)rder^ofivents]B!'flrfa)B 


48 TaftazanlB 987 : 92 . 0 vtatterH)etweenBheBquareB)racketsBreHextsH)yBsfasafi,HhoseB 
inlijrarenthesesBreBnyBbwnBlarifications. 

5® TahawlB 993 : 25 . 

6 B NasafiB. 993 : 29 . 
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during8he^3eriodBvhenHhe^divinelyS>rdaine<i]feligiousB)bligation^ffl/:/i/)§ 

isBnBorce.BTheyBre[5|>erformedB>y&nBndividualBvhoBsB:haracterized8 

bylSaintlinessBnB>rderBoBscertainBheBruthfulnessB>fBiisBpiritual[State.B 

Those8vho8iaveHttained^divine]BruthBlfl/i/Bz/-Ha^i7)8iaveBalkedBn^reat8 

detail8egardingBheBUfference8ietween^3ropheticBndBaintly8niracles.8rhe8 

imamBVbuBshaqRl-Isfara’InlB-BnayffiodBiaveBnercyRnBiimB-BrguedBhatB 

propheticBniracles0!mM7 JZ ® i )^ serve ® s ]® emons trationsB)fBheBruthfulness8 

ofBhe^)rophetsBndB^)roofB)f^their]^3ropheticBnission,BvhichBsBmiqueBo8 

prophets. 7 

ThereBreHwoBtrandsSvithinKufismKegardingHheHniraclesHifSvfl&.SDneK 
stranc&mphasizesBheBniracleSsfflSpeciaKharacteristic&iffivfl/fs.Kirhe&itherKI 
emphasizes&he^nosis^ma Vf^)&ather&han&he&niracle,Kbecause&he0atterEl 
isS)nlyHhe&esult8)f®3vflffs&inionSvithB\.llah&ndSiis&chievement8)®iivineH 
knowledge.KThereBreBlsoSwoKipinionsBboutMheSelationshipHietweenBSvaffl 
andB^rophet.KDneBmphasizesKheirlSlifferences&iidMairnsHhat^brophetsBreK] 
predominantH>verl3i/fl&.KrheB>ther,Hin0he&ontrary,Bmphasizes0heSimilarityH 
orSontinuity&>etween£|>rophetsSnd&ra/2S,Srguiiig0br[S:heE|5redorninance&>flKI 
beingSS'a®)verSeingS^rophet.ffhe&orrner&rgumentBsSimilarl3oHhatH>ffl 
theKunnite8heologians,BvhereasShe3atterl3sBiriginaMoKufism. 

TheSierarchyBheorySfSra/isKsSpecificBoffiufisrrqSncfiveSanriotffiiidK 
itSnffiunmteHheology.SSdvocatesKhatHheHvfl/isSre&lassifiedSnS&iierarchylE] 
with^Mf&^pole)Sr^/zflw£/7^helper)Sn§:he&op,SncMvithS110vfl/2s£|)layingSH 
role0nShe8naintenanceS)fHhisSvorld.BufismBgreesBboutShe®xistenceHifl3heKI 
hierarchy,SlthoughBhere&reSariousKjpinionsSboutSachSiame&vithinBheK 
hierarchy.HX7e®anMraceBhefflescriptioiiHi®heBhierarchyl3oShe&ighthM:enturylEI 
atHhe3atest,SndBheffirst£|>ersonBvhoKysternatizedBt0vasEHakirn&l-TirmidhilK] 
(d®c.936)®HereSI0wil®describe&heSexplanatior®offeredHbyMAbuKal-HasanK 
al-Hujwiri^d.&.i072)SsSnSxample&>fSuchSSystematizatioii.SVccordmgBoK] 
him,®ieSighes@ankH]s^wfM>r§/zflwf/j,SfSdiorr®hereM3>nlyll>ne,HlheKecondH 
isH2Mg , afefl1^three^beople)®he0hirdBs0!tviflrffl[four^)eople)®he3burthl3s0!&rarlEI 
(sevenl^eople),Hheffifthl3sSMfl/l^fortyl^eople),0ndfflie^st§LndSixthHls[M/jyflH3 
(three&iundred^>eople).&X 7 henl^Svfl/2Hiies,Snother&i/fl/2&if&0esserBankHvillKI 
takeB\is^)laceSndHupplementHheBvholeBiumberB)flSk/fl/fs.0i.mongHheseHanks® 
theBrwtdc$|ruard&he0bur&iifferentE!directionsSnorth,South ,SastEhndQvest)K] 
and01ySnBheSosmosSlurmgBheSught.SXtheiiS>iieB)fBhernHindsSnythingK 
thatBsHbrokenBvithinMheSosmos,SieSeportsSMoKhe^Mii?.SIereBve&anBee&K] 
mythologicalSosmologylllnSdtichS/fl/is&re&xpectedKtoKnaintainKheSosrnos. 


78 QushayriH998:378;B<nysh&007:357-8. 
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FigureWR TombEoflfithMSufMIbrMArabi,ESyriaMDamascus,ENovembeMlM200&& 
(pho tograph Wasush 1 W 0 n aga). 


IMAMOLOGY®)fShI ‘ ITES 

This&ndBheBayyid/sharifologyMha®ollows&othlMfirml3hatB>neH:anHbecomeK 

a&aint®hroughl3iaving&heS:orrect0genealogy.ffl7hisHs0;ontrary®o®he®wo0 

previousBheories,®>ecauseKunnite8heologyHloesSiotS;learlyHlistinguishHvhoK 

saintsBre,BndSometimes®venBffirmsSha®veryl3MuslimBanM)eSMvfl/f,BvhileK 

SufismHdvocatesBhatl^)eople®aiiK>ecomeBk/fl/fsS)iilyShroughSheirBraiiiing^orKI 

sometimes8>nlyM®hey^reS:hosen8)yS\.llahl3vithoutBraining).SVlthoughl3)othH 

theKhi‘iteHmamologyBnd8ayyid/sharifologyBgree8hatB)nlyl3heSlescendantsKI 

of§theffi*rophet0:an03e0saints,Kthey0differSn&heirKdefinitions&)®who&heK 

descendantsKare’.KITheKnarrowestKldefinitionlElisKlgivenlEbylEBhi‘iteSmamology,KI 

andStEkdmits&inly&heBlescendants&iMheKAli&ndffatima&ouple^Kayyid/ 

sharifology&iad&&>roaderBlefinitionHhanl3;his,&lthoughStsBiemarcationMineK 

has&ariedHiverSime. 

In&&ense,BveB;an&akeKhi‘ite0mamology&s^)artSD®ayyid/sharifologylEI 

and^nalyze&)othBogether.0-[ere,Khowever,0BvilMnvestigateBhemSeparately0 

for&heffollowingHthree&easons.HFirst.HtheHtheoryHofl^anHmaml^asHaSdivineS 

manKs^eculiarBoKhi‘ism,MthoughBve&anl2ind&ayyid/sharifology0)oth0i® 


88 Some®hi'iteBectsBlncludeSheBlescendantsB)fKIAriHndB)ther§vives.®ut 8 hey&re 01 nKI 
theBninorityHmong®hi'ites. 
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FigurdBM Portraits&jSt:heSmamEAlM)oughlSrMvIa)^2002SrMranS[private&irchiveM 
oJWasushMTonaga). 

SunnismHnd®hi‘ism.®econd,Blmamology§\asHevelopedHBnuchSnoreBefinedlEI 

logicBhanSayyid/sharifology.0Third,SmamologyB:an&ieSafelyH;ountec&sSnE 

academic^enreBnHheHraditionH>fMslamicBtudies,8vhereasBayyid/sharifologyKI 

is&ather&narginal.SWe&nayBevenHsaySthat&heHatter&vas&econstructedSjyl^ 

modern&esearchers,&)ecauseKtSs&>ased&inBheirSnvestigation&ifl%enealogyKI 

(«flsafe),KlandSs&noreHpractical&haiiQ;heoretical.KlHowever,Kwe0:aiiffindSaiiS 

academicBraditionSvithin&hisSnvestigation&>fl^enealogyl^«fl5aii),Svhich&iasKI 

beenBccumulatedHluriiig0heBges. 

BeforeBlescribingKhi'iteHmamologySnHletail.H&vill&xplainHheBlifferentKI 

meanings0)f&heSvord0imawMnl3;he0slamicB;ontext.HrhisSs0isedKbothSn0 

SunnismKhndffihi'ism.Hrhe&nostEbasic&neaiiingSs^Kleader&if^rayerElIsa/atKI 
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«amaz).8tBlsoEfeeansBlleaderBfflhe0vluslimBommumtyHfterKheElleathEMShe8 

Prophet.ffherefore,Hf§veBay®mamflt^/mflm-ness,0mflm-shipH>rl3mamology)K 

withinBheffiunnite^urisprudenceBtBefersBoBheBheoryHifMIaliphs.BVlthoughlK] 

we®anMmagineKhatB)riginallylln®hi‘ism0heHvord®mdmMlsoBlmpliedlSI31eaderK 

ofBheSactualEbommunityBheyHnclinecBowardBmderstandingBhisBvord&sK] 

referringBoBn8nnerB>rBpiritual3eader.H'herefore,8raam8nB>hi‘ismHneansE]inH 

infallible^ma‘sMw)Sheanthropic^divine-human)0eader.Kirhe&xistence&i®nKI 

2mdmBsH>asedB>nHheButhorityB>fl3he®>hi‘iteBiadith,BvhichBsBiifferentHroiT® 

thatB>fKunnism. 

7mamdB7wflm-ness,Bmdm-ship)BnE>hi‘ismBsBnterwinedBvith8wa/aya’K] 
(wa/2-ness,Bw/j-ship),^s0sB:learKfromBhe8factl3:hatM:heHirstBmam,BAli,Hs8 
calledEM/fl/iBVllah’.HrhisSsHvhyl3Vbu^a‘fai®l-Kulaynil5dfi.939-4o),&ine&i®heKI 
mostffamousB£/2«a-‘as/?anMheologians,HliscussedBra/ayaMnBheBneantime,8 
Sunmte8theology8developedHts8own8vi/fl/2lKltheory8andBsometimesB:ookKlthe8 
founders&iflheB'our^urisprudentialBchools^fl ‘ immcMirba' a)HoB>eBrafe .83® 
course,Khi‘ismBeverely&ttackedBuch&n&>pimon,&>ecause0’orBhem&Brue8 
wa/Ms^rerisely[><kn0mamBvhoBmlyB:anB:omprehend0)othBhe&xteriorE<knd8 
interior&neanings&ifiheBQur ’ an,Kbnc&he0bunders,Bvho&>nlyEhave&xteriorK] 
knowledge,BloBiotBleserveBoBieBalledBva/f® 

WeBan^ointBaulSbui&haracteristics&iMheKhi'iteSwaw.ffirst^eBsBKI 

vicegerent&>®\llahBin&arth®econd,BieBsBnMndispensable^)erson,Bhrough8 

whom8AllahlEknowsKhumanlEbeings.Kirhird,KheBsBheB)nly&ourceB)fl^ustice.KI 

A118humankind8other8thanE2wdms8makes8mistakes.8Fourth,8he8has8divine8 

characteristicsBhatM>riginate0romBYllah. 

In8relation8to8miracles,8Shi'ite8imamology8stands8on8the8same8track8 

asBheBvfl/iBheoriesBofffiunniteBheology&ndffiufismMtEktartsKbyEkdmittingKI 

thatBnBmdm&anffloBniracles.BThenBtBnovesBoBheBopic&ifBheBiifferenceK 

betweenBniraclesB>®marasBndl3hoseB>ffi|5rophetsMnHloingBo,BtBdoptsBhe8 

wordsBcaraw7(2^forBniracles^)erformedl3)yBmflW7s)BndBnM7*zfl^forBniracles8 

performedH>yl5>rophets)MVeB:anBayl2hatl3heseBhreeBheoriesBreE|>aralleMm8 

thisEfioint. 

sayyid/sharifology 9 

BothBayy2d®ndB/2flr2/B'eferBoBheBlescendantsBi®heB ) rophet,BlthoughHhe8 

formerB>rigmallyBneansBKmaster’,BvhereasBheBatter8neansB8nobleE|>erson® 


98 ForHhis&atherBiewSiotion^leaseBeeHCazuoBvIorimoto.HTowardBhefformationKl 
offfiayyido-Sharifology:H3 ues ti° n i n gB 4 i.ccepte<fi : act’’,®72e^oMr«a®7®o/ | /j2aB4s2fl«B 
Studies^. 28(2004), Bpp.B8y-iO3Bind0CazuoHvIorimotoKI(ed.),ffiayy2(isB2«fiHS/2«r7SKI 
inEMuslimESocieties&Th$IUvin$IUnkM;<MtheMProphet,ELondotM&{i(MNevM{ork'M 
Routledge,ftoi2. 
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FigurMM A^kayyid-sharififheirfBofBthdS’rophetf&vitPBaSblad'Murbar&mdEa^reeiM 
scarf Mran^ph o tograph M<Cazu oBWo rimoto). 

ThereBsBlso&nother,Similar, Expression, Sz/j&/-&ay£.STheseShreeSiotionsSreS 
almostSnterchangeable,&venSfSveS:anSdifferentiate&>etweenBhemSnEkomeS 
cases ®oth^roups,BsSvelMsKhi‘iteSmarns,S>elongedSoBSiobleSamilyS)fSheS 
ProphetHlreSnajorityBfKhntesSdealizedSheSmdms,SheSastlX>fSvhornlf>eopleS 
believeSvillS:omeS)ackSoSaveK>hi‘ite£J>eopleH[ra7 'c&M'uju ')SfterBheSmara’sS 
occultationSromBhisSvorld%/ztfy&fl).SDnKheHontrary,Sayyj<i/s/zfln7BliaveHbeenS 
partBfBailySifeBpBo&he^resentBay.SThatSsSvhyBeggarsBMizyyjfil/s/zanjiS 
originBreSometimesSeported.SrheoreticallySpeaking,Stowever,SheseEf>eopleS 
areSworshipedSasBemblancesS(images)SDfS:heSProphetSaiidKhisB:ousinS'Ali.S 
TheirBxistencelxhasStsBwnBasesSiiBheBlur ’ anBndBheS-tadith.STheBvordsS 
‘membersBfSdousehold’BndSkindred’SnSheSjuotatioiisHbelowBreShoughtHoS 
refeMcMayyid/sharif. 
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FigureSB Ar&xampldR>fMkertificate§i>flM&ayyid-sharif$Egyp1$(photographS<azu<M 
Morimoto). 

Allah 01 esiresBoBemoveBroml^ouSllBmdeanness,B?jem^ereB>/B-foMse/zoM,B 

andBol^urify^ouRompletely.B 

B (Qur’anB> 3 : 33 ) 

TellBhem:BSskB)fl^ouBioBecompenseBnBeturnl>forBt,BfocceptBoveBsB 
between® indredS 

B (Qur'an» 2 : 23 ) 

IBvillBeaveBwoBmportantBhingsBol^oul^believersJ.BDneBsBhelffiookBjfBSodB 

whichBvas^)assedBrom 0 heavenBo&arth^Qur’an),BndHnotherBsBnyKhextB)fB 

kin’HndBheBpeopleB>fBheBiouse’.Hf^ r ouBollowBhese^two),^ r ouBvillBiotBtrayB 

inRnyBvay. 10 

TheBpeopleB>fBnyBiouse’BkreBikeB\Foah’sBYrkBo[>| r ou.BrhoseBvhoBideBnBtB 

willB)eBaved,HndBhoseBvhoBiaveBheirB)ackBoBtBvillB)eBlrowned. 11 

TheyHiot&inlyH)ecame&n&ibject&if§/eneration0rfiociety,&>u®lso&iadM 

prerogativeSnHslamic^urisprudence.ffor&xample^heySvere^iven^ensionsKI 

or&xemptedffromHaxes.HrheBi/flfj/sHvhoseBeceiversBvereBayjy/ii/s/jarzTMvereK 

admittedBndHhereHvereHlawSourts&speciallyHorShemMflyyiii/s/tflriTSlsoBiadlEI 

explicit®>utwarcBigns,Blncluding^reenl3urbansBndH)raided0\air. 


10B SamhudlB984:72-3. 
11B SamhudlH984:3i. 
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WeBiave^ivenBiverviewsKiSourSlifferentKindsKifllaintSheory.HX^eHhouldlEI 

nowl5>ay®ttentionHoBheH’actHhatH'arious&>therSdnds&i®aiiitHheories&iave0 

alsoH>eenH’ormed®ndM:irculatedBroundBhe3slamic8vorld. 

BetweenHheHheory&fSaintsKkndBheKkctual^racticesBbfHaint&ults 

NowSBvould§ikeSoBnoveSo0heSecondHjuestionHinShe0-elationshipH)etweenK 

the^racticesMSaint&ults&ctually&bservedKnBheffield&ncMainlfiheoryMnlEI 

IslamicStudies.SvIanyl^)ilesS)®esearch3iaveBbeen&ccumulatedS)nSaintlS:ults,S 

bothBn&iistoricaBtudies&ndSnthropology.&dereafterHs&ny&iumbleBttemptK 

toHryHoBbridgeHhe^apBbetweenShese&esearches^nSaint&ults^ndShoseHtrfl 

theory.ffirst,0etMisHhink0AfhoSreHhe&>bjects&>MaintH:ults.®VeB:an&ayHhatK 

everyl5)ersonSvho®anlSloBniracles0’orBhe®ommon^)eopleB\asK>een&eneratedKI 

as&&aint,Bvithout&skingKhis/herH)rigiii.0-[ere0SvillH:ategorizeBhese&aintsKl 

intoffiveBypes. 

1. H TheHoundersS)fBflrj^«s^SufiM>rders)&ndffiufis. 

2. B TheBlescendantsB)fHheH , rophet. 

3. B ThoselSvho&re&onsiderecftsl^reat&nen/women.Hrl&enses&uchl&sKbeingB 

disciplesB>fflheB , rophet,%reatBcholars®)i 9 iistoricalBieroesBikeB:onquerors. 

4. B The^jrophets^brioiSoHslam. 

5. B ThoseBwhoBdeviateBfromBtheBnormaMslamicBmorals.BsuchBasBmadmenB 

(wa/«M«),^3aganBsBvelMs0slamicB)rBewishBaints,&nd&ncientBieroesHikeB 

pharaohs. 

Then,&vhich&)fl3;heHaforemeiitionedS'our&heories0DMaints&:an03eB;heK 
foundationEforEhuthorizing&ach&i®;hese&ypes?SrheKb/fl/il3;heoryB)fKufismKI 
supportsBheffirstMype.BTheBecoiic&ypeBs&upported&iy&ayyid/sharifologyB 
andKhi‘iteSmamology.0rhe&hird&nd0'ourthBypeB:anKbe&upported0)y&he0 
wa/Mheory&>®unn®heology.8I)nlyl3heffifthBype&iasSio&videnceHnl3slamic0 
studies, BlthoughBvhenBflsBecordedEinBheHhagiographiesHltBsHifteiiBelatedBoE] 
a^berson&irBShingShatflhasSomeBkindHiSslamicH'alue. 

MaelieveHt&lready&ecomesBdear&hat&he&narginalizationEbf&aintsBiiK 

Islam0s&rroneous.BThisBvayB)®hinking&)riginates0romBheBiichotomyEbfB 

SufSaintHheory&ndBhe&ctual^3racticeB)fSaintH:ults,Svhich&>fteiiSncludesK 

indigenous0ion-Islamic®lementsHvhichBiaveH>eenlliitermingledSvithl3slamH>ylEI 

Sufism.B^eBhouldBmderlineBheBactlShatBaintsBictuallyBibservedHnBheBieldK 

haveB>eenBupportedK>yBomeBheorylnBheBslamicBlraditioii.HKrowl3Bvill§nove0 

onBoBheHnvestigationBifBomeBiotionsBboutBaintBultsBromBheBtaiidpoirdfl 

offlslamicBtudies.KI 

FirstH:omes&l3:arawa^miracle).B\.sSvas&hown,BhisKhasKbeen&H;entralK 

themeffor&aint&heoryHnlKIslamM®sK]within&he0orthodox’0:reedlElfor&heK] 

saintsBoffloBrih'acles.ffheBheologicaMiocumentsBiot&inlyBnentionBniraclesE 
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FigurdfiM Manty)rayinf^lMhAomlM}fM&ainlMtiMDelhi$(DargahMHazralM<hwajcM 
Muhammad$QutbuddinEBakhtiyarW<aki,WS$March$!2008)M } hotograph& 
YasushiWonaga. 


abstractly, BjutSlsoSupport&oncrete&niraclesSsKorthodox’.SM-NasaflBvritesKl 
asffollows: 


TheBr«rawal>$mirade)B>fBvffl/iBsBruth.B\llahBhowsB-[isB>lessingsBorBv«/iB 
throughBheBlestroyingBbfB-IisBiustoms.fforRxample.BpaceBvarpsBnBnB 
instant,BheBppearanceB>fBood,BlrinkB>rB:lothes,BvhenBheyB]ireBieeded,BndB 
walkingBtnBheSvater... 12 


Al-TaftazaniMescribesKImiraclesKImoreSvividlylElwhenKheScomments&hisKI 

mainSext. 


AndBhen8[al-Nasafl)8aisesBiis8)pinionBeferringBoBhe0!general)ftxplanation8 

ofBtflraw«BndBheBletailsB)®omeBniraclesBvhichBeem&lmostBmpossibleB 

toBiappen&sBollows.^TheBraramfl0jmiracle)B)fBt'fl/iBsBruth.BVllahBhowsB 

HisBdessingsBorBvfl/iBhroughBheBlestroyingB-iisBiustoms.ffor&xample,® 

spaceBvarpBn&nBnstant.]BThisBsBomethingBikeBhatBheBellowsB)fB 

SulaymanB[Solomon)B)roughtBheBhroneB)fB5ilkis^theBjueenB)fffiheba)BnB 


12B NasaflB.993:26. 
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anBnstant.l>$ Appear anceB>®ood,BlrinkB>rB:lothes[>lvhenBheyl>&reBieeded]BsB 

somethingBikeBvhat[^happened)BoBvlaryamHlMary,BheBnotherB)fI5esus).B 

BecauseBhelSxaltedBjodBnentionecl&sBollows.BEverytimeBie&ntersBheB 

sanctuary§dsitingBier,BieMoundB;omeHoodBr®rontBb®ier.B-[eBaid,BI)hB 

Maryam, Bvhy§jdid)Bt^come)Bo^ou?®heBaid,HrhisBvasB!given)B , romBVllahH 

(Qur AnBk37)^WalkingB)nBheBvater]BsBikeBvhatBiasBbeenBnentioned&boutB 

manyBvfl/js... 13 

InKufism®lso,Bve&anl3ind®escriptionsB>Much&oncreteHniracles. 14 

AboutS)amfe?,BvhichSneansBblessings,Bfflo&iotBhinkHhatHslamicStudies0 
pick®MipBsE3BpecialHopic.Bts®xistence,Hhowever,HhasHbeenBakenHlbrt§;ranted.E] 
MediationHbySaintsSsWza/fl aBndBItBppearsSnMheBQur’an: 

NoBmeBvillBiaveBheBfcapacityBoBntercede.BaveBieBvhoBhasBeceived&B 
prormseBrorr®heEraciousBDne.B|NobodyBiasBhe[>|>owerB)fflnediationB 
{shafa '«)ISxceptBhoseBvhoBre[jJ)ermittedB>yBheBvlercifulI>| Allah).B 
B (Qur’anB.9:87 15 ) 

To&eekBnediation0s&xpressedKby&uch&vords&s®czwassM/,05i/g'/2fli/2fl,S 

tos/zfl^M'&nd®flWfl;7M/z.0&iaveSiot^etHnvestigatedSheSisage8)®heseBvords0 

inHslamic8tudiesSn^eneral.ffiutH&iave®ome&videncesHnHheSlocuments&>fH 

the0M/ama’.®^henSheyHebuttedHhe0MahhabI’sHttackS)nMeekingSnediations,KI 

they8ook0heirBxistenceBfor^raiited8!TonagaS995). 

Pilgrimage0to0the0shrines§isH:alledSzryi2mMn§Suniiism,StSs§generally§ 

considere<fisB®ustom®ifl3he® > rophet8|5M««fl)Bnd&iadith&iasHlocumeiits&iiiK 

it,&lthough&ome&re&gainstHhis&>pinion.K[n0rwelverKhi‘ismScholars&iaveK 

theorizecBnd^)romotedStl5YoshidaBoo4).H&iaveSiotBnough®videnceBboutlEI 

customsHuchBsS'otive®>ffering^!«czii/2r)BvhichBreS)ften^)erformedMluringShe0 

pilgrimage.BKlor®\aveBl^l r etKlnvestigatedBhe0iotionlli®estival^maw//ii),Svhichffi 

can®>nlyl3magineBsHiotSSopicHnBslamicBtudiesBtl3he&noment. 

After8uchM>riefl3)verviewl3BvouldBlikeSoHlrawB7ouiSttention§o0he0’actKI 

that&venBvhenl3slamic&tudiesSio&iotl3;alkKhboutffl3;opic,SveB;annot&asily0 

concludeShatKhe0opicBvasSleniedS)rBvasHiotMiscussedH>ecauseS)pinionlSvasKI 

acquiescedffhe®ase§>®araA:fl’HkEI§;ood®xampleKi>®omethirigHliotSliscussedEI 

simplyMaecauseHtSvas&akenS’or^ranted.KKX^e&hould&lsoSinderline&hatBheS 

argumentsSh0slamicScholarlySliscourseB\aveBiotMddressedl5)ilgrimageK>rHheK 

festivaMhemselves,S)utSatheiMhe^bractices®inSuch®>ccasions. 


13B TaftazanlB_987:92. 

14B ForBhe0:aseB)fil-Tirmidhi,Bee®add<e&oo2:iio. 

15B WeB:anBindSimilarBxpressionsBlsoBnH3ur , an&o:i09,S4:23®tc. 



Ambiguitfflr&ontextWccordinfficMslamicMhought 


83 



FigureSM The^enemtiontifoflM&acrecMreefihMheSMausoleum&jSheS&ufMainMSahdM 
al-DinWaqshband,'&>ukham,Klzbekistan,W>&eptemberf&013^photogmplrM 
YasushiWonaga). 

Conclusion 

WhatffliaveHrguedBh8hisHhapterl31s8ummarizedBhSheBollowing8hree^)oints.H 
First,&>asicallySpeaking,Bhe&xistence&>fSaintsSndBheir&niraclesH)elongBoKI 
the^reat&radition.Kecond,&elated&o&heS’irst,&nany&aintsHrave&heir&>wnE 
authenticBbasesSnHslamicStudies.Krhird,She^)ractices®reS)ften8upportedBbyB 
IslamicStudies,&lthoughHn§;omeBbtherBfcasesBhey§kreHiot.00>elieveBtBsBiowE] 
clearHhatHhereSreSlichotomousKlmderstandingsKifSheoryBncHctualityBboutE 
saints&ndBaint&ults,&nd&xclusively§kscribingHhe3brmerBo0>ufism&ndHheK] 
latterBoHndigenous&ustomsBs&rroneousMBvouldBikeSoSinderlineSheBhreeS 
points.ffirst,Bhere&re&everaMypes&i®heories&if&aiiits0ii0slamic&tudies.KI 
Second,Bctual^iracticesHiMaiiit&ultSiaveBiotBlwaysHieenfflisconnectedS'romK 
theBheory.KThird,Bndl3last,BveHhouldHcrutinizeBhe^radationK>etweenllheory0 
andSctuality.S 
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Pilgrimages^ndHacred&lacesKIn&heKI 


Indo-PersianSvorld^ndKChina 



CHAPTER®! 


Chinese,01betanl&ndlMongollI>uddhistslE] 
onl3Cutaishanl^China)Hroml3hdEl 
eighteen thSloSlhcSwentydirstMcntury 

IsabelleKharleux 


TheHX^utaishanffiiSlJ_|0vIountain0nlSKforthKhina,HineS)fl3he8nostl3mportantKI 

BuddhistElpilgrimageBdestinationsBjfffiastEAsia&ttractedKlpilgrimsS’rom&heK 

entireKBuddhistHvorldHiuringBheffirst&nillenniumMtSvas&>elievedBo&)e&heKI 

abodeSofl3vlanjushri,0;he0embodimeiitKbf§the0buddhas’Kwisdom.KIFrom&heK 

eighteenthHoBheBwenty-firs®entury,Bhis&iolyBite&nostly§kttractedKvIongolK] 

andETibetanHbllowers&iMribetanSaelukpaffiuddhismSndHrhineseWollowersKl 

ofKhineseffiuddhism,SsBvelBsfflSmallBiumber&if&ithei&thnicitiesBuchlSs0 

Manchus,BKTepaleseBndl3apanese.0wo®lifferentS:lergiesHliveHinBhe0nountaiii:K 

monksKo®TibetanEGelukpaKBuddhismBDrl3amasK(callecRheKyellow0monksK 

becauseBheyfflressHnl^ellow),&nd&nonks&nd&uns[3)fEhineseH>uddhism&>rKI 

/?es/2fl«^Pfn]B!called0heB)lueBnonks®)ecauseSheyl21ress0nll)lue). 2 3nBdditioii,S 

localK|5opularSZhineseB;ultsHareHlourishing.KIWutaishan&emainsB)neB)f&heK 

mostBctive®uddhist&entres&iHnodernBnd&ontemporaryKhina. 

TheKlphenomenonElof§a0sharedKlplaceKoflElpilgrimageKisHcommonplaceK 

in0China,KwhereKDaoism,0Confucianism0andKBuddhism0haveKcohabited,K 

competedSndSnfluenced&ach&>therH'orB;enturies&inM;he®ameSites,HlueBoKI 

less&entralized&ontroMndHess&mphasisBm&xclusivityBhanSn&omeBjtheifi] 

culturesKI(NaquinKlandKIYuKli992b;KIRobson02OO9).KButEIWutaishanlEbtoodBDutlEI 


iB HereBChineseBnust&elSmderstoodl&sBienotingHheB-IanBethnicity.’BBvilMnostiyB 
considei 9 iere§heBwoSnainM:ategoriesB)f^)ilgrims,BheSChineseSind 0 dongols§-B)utKI 
furtherBtudiesSmBhisBopicBhouldBncludeBribetans. 

2® IBvillHiseHheHerms 0 )f^ellow&nd&)lueBnonasteries&ndB;lergyMnHhis&rticleHoB 
avoid&nyBeferenceBoftthnicity. 
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inSnnerS)Han)Khina,&sBheSvlongoMndSribetanE|5resence[xhasSTiadeStS:heS 
China’sSnainSnternationaijbilgrimage[3ite,KvhereS'ariousBthnicities&iewedKsS 
'BarbarianslJnteractedSAdthSdanHIhineseSXAitaishan&husSaecameBheSTiainS 
placeB nBChinaSwhereStheBChineseBandBTibeto-MongolSBuddhistStraditionsS 
met§nKheSnodernEf>eriod,[interedSnto®ompetitionBndBventuallySlialogued,S 
whenMnBheB930sKhineseBnastersBtudiedBvithBTibetanBnastersBndB:reatedB 
aKhineseKEelukpaMorml)fl3Buddhisml3!Tuttleaoo6).8Dnl3Vutaishan,^uestions0 
offiompetitionBbetweenBeligiousSraditionsStreBuperimposedBiponBjuestionsS 
ofBthnicity.StBnayl&eSnterestingBoBompareBIhisBituationMvithGjbilgrimagesKbfS 
UyghurBndKhineseBduiBoBheBameBiolyBvluslirnBitesBnBCinjiang. 

WhenS BuddhistsS ofB different^ traditions^ andS different^ ethnicities^ 
worshipped^ tBheBameBite,HiidBheyBTiakeB:heBameE|5ilgrimage,&>rBhouldB 
theBO(futaishanl)|hlgrimageB}eBdewecRsBheBumB>flMhumberB>®nulti-vocalS 
ethnic^ ilgrimages?HnBnyB)ook^omfl£feB«B 3 z/gnmag'eB[20i5), 3 BBvidenceBheS 
contribution&ifHiheBvlongol^ailgrims&o&he^eneraRconomic&nd&eligiousK 
developmentKbfHX'iitaishanMnBheSateBliineteenthBnd&arlyBwentiethBentury.S 
TheSpilgrimageStoSWutaishanSwasSanSopportunitySforSmajorSeconomicS 
exchangesHbetweenBvlongoBierders^whoBoldBattleBndlllocksBtBheKChineseS 
market),HX^utaishan8nonksBndKhineseSnerchants.STaihuai®t®,SheS:entralS 
villageSbfSWutaishan,SvasShEbusyS;radeS:entreBhat&llowed&^)opulationEbfS 
tradersSndShopkeepers,SindBlso^)easantsHndS)eggars,SoSiveS)ffflheSuccessS 
ofBheS^ilgrimage.SButBwereHnteractionsKlimitedBoBcommertiaMssues,BandB 
howBfarBcouldBtheyBgo0nBotherBfields,Bforl3nstanceBofBreligion,BintellectualB 
exchanged rE|>ersonaMriendship?B)kMheseKlifferenl£J>eoplesB:ohabitBvithoutB 
conflicts?KouldSheyShareBS'eelingB>®ommM«itflsBncShareS:ommonl%oals,S 
expectationsBndBxperiences,B>rHlid[iheyB>ehaveBsBndividualsBvithHlistinctB 
ethnicitiesBndBeligiousBraditions?KrheoriesBnEf>ilgrimageBtudiesB:anHhelpBisB 
makeSenseSifSheS'eryS-ichHX^utaishanSnaterial.SSvilMiscussSwoBhypothesesS 
made8>yKlverskog^20ii)®bout®C A utaishanBs&S;entral^)lace&ifS:owwM«itas,S 


3B InBnyHaooklSanBheBdongolsT^ilgrimagesHoffiVutaisharrHHisecIfoothBvrittenBndB 
visualBiistorical8ourcesB:ombinedBlvithBnodernBinthropological®)bservation.ffi'heB 
MongolsBeftBnoreBhanl^oBtoneBnscriptionsBhatl^ive&luesBiboutBvhyBheyK] 
cameHoHVutaishanBndBvhereHheyBameBrom.H^ihotographedBrBopiedBllHheB 
legibleBtelaeBndBreatedBSiatabase^someBfHheseBtelaeBreBistecHnBJrinkiyayaKI 
i999:2i4i-7,BiosHi26io-47HandBppB2i78-2ii,BiosHi2786-996)MBalsoBisedBaB 
traveMccountBvrittenB>yKMiyvacir^2oo8^i942]),B0VtongolBiukeB)fflheBMashaH 
bannerS(WesternEIInneiSMongolia)BaboutBa§pilgrimageHheBnadeBoBWutaishanB 
in§L938,^uidebooksBvrittenB>yBvtongoBndEribetanB:lerics,BndHravelBiccountsKI 
and^azetteersHvritten&iyKhinese^ilgrimsBndBiterati.BsBvelMsBVesternHravelB 
literature. 
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first§kmongBvlongols,&ndBecondB)etweenBvlongols,Bvlanchus,BribetansBndB 

ChineseBlnHheKQingBmpire. 

IsHX A utaishanKhinese,0VlongoM)rffl'ibetan? 

The^eographica&onfigurationHjflKKX'iitaishanBs&atherBDriginalMtHIoesBiotB 
lookBikeStherEhineseEjbilgrimageBitesB-BvhichBypicallyBreBteepBlnountainsB 
withBtaircasesBeading0rom&>ne&nonasteryBoBhe&>ther,BipBoBheBummit,B 
andBcanHjeBclimbedSnBmeBoi&woBdaysjBneitherBdoesStMookBlikeBaBholyB 
TibetanBnountainBvhichBnust&eSircumambulatedBn&SlockwiseHlirection.B 
WutaishanBUterallyBmeansB‘Five-terracedBmountain(sXBreferringBtoBitsBfiveB 
summitsBvithl 31 atBopsBallbfBhem&boutB$,ooo metresSboveBeaBevel),B>neB 
a®ach&fBheB:ardinalEJ>oints&nd[i:heBifthBnBheBniddle,Burrounding&BiighB 
valley.BTheBmainBmonasteriesBareBgroupedBaroundBaBgiganticBwhiteBstupaB 
enshriningSBelicB>f0)uddhal3>hakyamimi,B3utSlMold,BnB:he&arlyBwentiethB 
centuryBthereBwereBnoBlessBthanB99BblueBandB26 yellowBmonasteries,BplusB 
hundredsBafSacredSprings,Stones,E|$rottoesSndB:reesB^numinousSites’)&oB 
visit. BrhereBvas^reatBreedomSboutBheSumberSndB)rderSfl)|>lacesBoBdsit:B 
dependingB>nSne’sBinancialBneansSndBheSimSfBheSisit,SneSouldBnakeB 
aBhort£$3-B>rB|.-day)^]ourneyl3oBvorshipBheBlozenBnust-see^blacesHjcalledl3heB 
‘small|>ilgrimage’),Ml>ne-week^oumeyBncludingSE|)ilgrimageBoBheE|)eaks,B 
weather^ermittingBthe^reatEIjilgrimage’XIBirSSne-monthBtayBoBvorshipB 
mostSfBheBiolyBitesSndBvalkBnBheBnountains,BiopingBoBeceiveSSisionB 
ofBheH>odhisattva. 5 B 

WutaishanBisBlocatedBatBtheBcrossroadsBbetweenBTibet,BChinaBandB 
Mongolia.BItsBlandscape,BvistasBandBfloraBareBcloseBtoBthatBofBtheBEasternB 
TibetanBplateau,SndBTibetanBdevoteesSometimesB:onsiderBtBasSBribetanB 
area.BForBChineseBvisitors,BWutaishanBhasBaBstrongBTibetanBflavour,BwithB 
itsBpopulationBofByellow-clad 0 amas,StsBmanyBribetan-styleStupas,grayer- 
wheelsSndBrantricBconographyMnBhe0VlanchuB3ingBdynastyBi644-i9ii),B 
WutaishanBvasSalledBtheBTibetS>fBIhina’B5nSnBmperialStoneBnscription,B 
andBwasSeenBasBaBribetanBenclaveBonBtheBedgeBofBChinese&erritory.BrheB 
headBamaSfSX'utaishanBvasBheBepresentativeSifBheBDalaiKLamaBnBIhina.B 
However,BnBheBiineteenthSenturyBheSrowdsSfBvlongolsBvithBheir^urtsB 


4® The^jilgrimage&fTOukeBvliyvacirBnBgsSSsBiuiteBepresentativeftfHheBninimumKI 
tourHor&Sv!ongol^20o8^i942]:403-7).fforKhinese^bilgrims,BeeBhe&ccountsB)fB 
theHlay®uddhistSEaoWenianHooo^i949]BvhoSHsitedHV r utaishanHnM903BindB9i2,B 
andH>fHheS'enownedKhanSnasterffiuyun^i84O?-i959)Svho&isite<M)0 r utaishanSnKI 
i882-3^Xuyun&988). 

58 Nowadays,Blue8oBnodernBneansB)fBransportBindHheBiighB:ost8)fflravel,BnodernKI 
pilgrims%enerallyBpendBio®nore8hanBwo8)rHhreeSlaysS)nHVutaishan. 
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andfflocksBvhoB:ameBoBvorshipE&ndBradeB:onsiderablyfi>utnumbered&>therK] 
ethnicities,&oKWutaishanHalso&ppearedElto&>e&rftxtensionB)fl 3 :he 0 VlongolS 
plateau.SWutaishan§was&hereforeSaEj3erfectHneeting^)laceSbrSBuddhistsKbflEI 
Tibet, KhinaBnd^Mongolia. 

YetSthe 0 ;emples’KlarchitectureKlwas 0 <eptElpurelylEIChinese,KlexceptElfor&heKI 
TibetanBvhite&>ottle-shaped®tupas^nd^Drayer-wheels. 6 IEFromBheBhirteenth 0 
century 0 on, 0 TibetanlE] Buddhist 0 cornmunitiesHsettle<B inH eighteen® ancient,Kl 
damaged®Chinese®monasteries,&estored®them,®and®hdapted®their^>ractices® 
and^ay&MfeBoBheseEhineseBbuildings.KirheBightl^ellow&nonasteriesHhat® 
wereHoundedE&newSn&he&ighteenthSndBiineteenth&enturiesMso&dopted® 
Chinese&rchitecture,&sHfKIWutaishanSvas&&anctuary&hatS'espected&ilderS 
architecturaBtyles.®Towever,BheBtatues®nside&ndKlecoration&>fIShe^ellow® 
monasteriesBvereEJ>urely®ribetan.Konversely,BheK>lue&nonasteriesK>orrowed® 
TibetanBlementsHuch&sHtupas^rayer-wheelsSndKTibetanH'ormsSiffleities.KI 
In^ddition,&ome&nonasteries&>ften&iiredl 3 Tionks&if&notherBradition^andK 
ethnicity)®to®attract®more®donors.®Wutaishan®monasteries®therefore®seem® 
to®aave®nore&ommonl 3 eaturesBhanHiifferences,Bo&uchEkn&xtentBhat®tMs® 
notRlwaysS)bviousfforl&^ilgrirn®vhether&ie/she®s®nsiting£M|rellow®)rMblue® 
monastery. 

ABayeredMiistory 

Wutaishan®vasBM\olyEf>lace 0 br 0 Daoists®nKhe 0 irstEI:enturies^D,®hen[ 3 rornKhe® 
fourth&entury&inwardsSIhineseffiuddhists&ifISiifferentlSchoolsE&ppropriated® 
the&nountain.0nBhe®:hirteenth®:entury,®:he®Mongo&mperors&>fBhe®i'uan® 
dynasty&stablished®Tibetan® 3 uddhist®nonasteries.®[nlMdition,Bhe 0 Ihinese® 
layl^opulation^ractised&itesB)®he®ZhineseE|)opular&eligion,[><hncRheB:ults® 
o®heH 3 odl 3 )f®Vealth,ffimperorBEuanlSf'ff 5 ’|SidBhe^adeffimperor,^longSvithH 
processions ,B>pera&nd&ommunalBitualsBreKtill&eryl 3 nuchEilive. 

WutaishanBvas&trongly®inked®:o®mperial^>ower,&>ecause®t®tvas£<h®<ey® 

sacred®iteH’orShe&itual^)rotection&i®he&mpires&hat&ulecHIhina.0rantricK 

rituals®for®the®protection®of®the®state®were®practised®in®the®rang®dynasty® 

bySThinese&ndBZentralE\sian&nasters;Klater,Bhe 0 Vling&ndBQing&mperors 0 

entrusted®arnas®oEf>erformBimilaiSituals.®rhe&ighteenth-centurylSChangkya® 

Khutugtu®Rolpe®Dorje®(i7i7-86)®threwl^olts®o®ire®frorn®Wutaishan®over® 

a®distance®of®hundreds®of®kilometres®to®crush®a®southern®rebellion,®thus® 

protecting®the®Qing®armies.®rhe®Qing®emperors®presented®themselves®to® 

Tibetans&ndSvlongolsBsBmanationsBifflheHSodhisattvaMvlanjushrMndSvere® 

patrons&>®heB3elukpaKchool,&nakingKlWutaishan&Kkeyl^)olitical^3laceS'or0 


6 B OnlyKI oneB monastery,B thel 3 CifusiB presents^] minors architecturaB TibetanB 
characteristics. 
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Figured § Pilgrim^romECentraMTibelEexaminin$ilaEXerox&op)&iJ$theBicylogmplM 
mapS>JWFutaisharMnadeMnW846.SMsabelleSJharleux. 

establishingBheir&nulti-ethnic&mpire.EThree&ifihem&'isitedBWutaishanBnEl 

person. 

TibetanHBuddhistsKsuperimposedftheiiBimprintBiponftheBayered0past0 
ofSWutaishanBBesidesKIbuildingKChinese-styleKImonasteriesKandK] Tibetan- 
styleSstupas,K!theyHestablishedSnewHritualsKandElfestivals,KintroducedKnew0 
narratives^apparitions&>Mribetanl33uddhistHieities,0egends&ifl3rsongkhapa’sK 
visit)BndBdiscovered’BtewEnuminousBitesMvhereBleitiesBndBaintsBuchBs0 
PadmasambhavaEandElAvalokiteshvaraKrevealedKthemselvesKtoKdevoteesKorK 
leftBootprintsB>nBBock.0rheRylographBnapB>MXAitaishanBnadeBnB846B>ylE] 
aKMongoMama&tSheSZifusi0VtonasteryE(FigureQ),&longQvithEribetan&ndK 
MongolianlE^uidebooksKltoKIWutaishan,KlshowsKlthe0superimpositionKbflEltheseKI 
differential arratives^ChouBoo7).Brhe0TibetanK>uddhistsBdewedBX' r utaishanE] 
asKIpopulatedKbyKblE^reaterKhumberlEbflEbuddhas^aints&ndBleities&hanEltheKI 
Chinese'B>esides0Vtanjushri^who0sB>neM3heBnosfHmportantH>odhisattvasK] 
inB>othBraditions)BndBheHlragonsBieBamed^whoBvereBurnedMnto&>ne&>flKI 
hisBnanifestations),Bfamantaka^Manjushri’sKierceBnanifestation)Bs[>M<hiainE] 
protectorBfMhe^)lace,BndKrsongkhapaB)rS\isBeincarnation,BPadmasambhava,KI 
AvalokiteshvaraBndBhe®ThiteHDldB/lanBreBaidBoBiaveBppearedB>rBesidedH 
there,ffiius8HilutingffiieHmportanceB>0vlanjushri. 

InKheBarlyBwentiethBenturyBhe^ellowBnonasteriesHlostMheirHnfluenceS 
becauseSofKIeconomicK andSpoliticalKI difficulties,BandSsurvivedKIthanksKItoKI 
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FigureSB ‘HarMlamas^oJMtheSsyncreticMTibeto-ChineseStraditiorMoJMBuddhismM 
GuangzongsMAonasterySMsabelleW^harleux. 


Mongols’Sdonations.BBut&heSChinese&raditionKbfiavtasterHLiEXiangshanB^ 

tnl^.SknownHasHPujiMHeshangS^^fnfnO.&vhoHcollectecMargeSamountsHo® 

donationsBn^sIorthKhina,BlnvigoratedSheHX^utaishan8nonastic&conomy.S-[e0 

propagatedHeachingsH)fflheKIWayll)fl2KIineHPalaces;BSiorthernKChineseHeligiousKI 

movementHhat&mphasizedHheByncretism&>etweenEBuddhism,K)aoismSndKl 

Confucianism.ffrom0877SoS937,BieHndB\is®lisciplesBppropriatedBnoreHhanKI 

twentySnonasteriesSnHX'utaishanShatHvereBhtegratedBhtoHiHiationalKChineseK 

network ,&ndSpent&even&nillionEkilveifilollars&oS'estoreB)rS'ebuild&hem.KI 

TheseBnonasteriesBvereKurmshedKvithKuddhist.KaoistSndl^opularKChineseK 

iconsB[Laozi,Konfucius,Bhe3adeS:mperorBtc.)- 

WhileHhe®^ayl3>fflNine®alaces®eclinedfcHheH94OS,Bhe&yncretic0ibeto- 

Chinese&raditionKbflEBuddhismKlflourishedKbnMWutaishan,Klwhen&he&hree0 

ChineseBnasters0NTenghaiK(i886-i967),0 : azun^i886-i98o,&^)ioneer0nl3:heK 

translationS)fflnajorKEelukpaMloctrinalMextsShtoKChinese)HndKI5inghai^i922- 
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9 o)RvereBctiveR)nRheRnountain.RrheRHanRamas’Be-appropriatedHevenR)ldR 

yellowBndRdueRnonasteries.RTheirRraditionBadiatecibutRromROAitaishanRoR 

theRvholeR)fRIhina,BndRheir[3econd-BndRhird-generationR-[anBndRvlongolR 

disciplesR:ontinucRoGJ>ractiseRIhineseR3elukpaR3uddhismRhereRFigureB). 

Cohabitation^nd®ultural8nixingS)fl3)lue&nd^ellowl3nonk^! 

communities^] 

TheRIhineseRmdRribetanRTibeto-Mongol)RraditionsR)fH>uddhismR>othRtemR 
fromRtheRsameRtradition,RtheRGreatRVehicleRofRBuddhismR(Mahayana),RbutR 
differRnRheirRiturgies,Rituals,R>rganizationR>fRheR:anon,RvayR>fRife,£J>racticesR 
and^antheon.REsotericismRformsRanRimportantRcomponentRofRtheRribetanR 
tradition, RvhileRtRvasBlmostR:ompletelyBemovedRromRheRIhineseRraditionR 
irdMieRninthRcentury.RChinese.RTibetanRandRMongolRmonksRwearRdifferentR 
garmentsRmdRareRAsuallyRdistinctR(withRtheRexceptionRD®nodernRChineseR 
GelukpaRamas).R 

ChineseRantasiesR:oncerningRribetanRnonksRvereRndBreRtillR:omposedR 
ofRa&nixtureRoMascinationRandRrepulsion,RandKhave^3roducecHlong-lastingR 
stereotypes.ffheBibetanR-aditiontgainedShfluenceShKChinallromEShellhirteenthR 
centuryR>nwardsR}utRufferedRtrongR:riticismH'romRIonfucianR5fficials,RvhoR 
wereRiorrifiedS>yRTantricSieitiesRrHexualRinion®nd^)erformances&if&nagicR 
featsR(CharleuxR 2002 ).RManyRChineseRperceivedRTibetanRBuddhismRasRaR 
corruptedRormR)fR-eligionllJ>ractisedR)yRBarbarians’:RamasRookedRikeRnonksR 
butSvereRiotR-BheyRkteRneatRkndRIsomeRofl3;hem)R:ould&narry.RDfR:ourseR 
racismBgainstKBarbariansBddedRoRheBccusationsBifBieterodoxy.RJutBomeR 
ChineseRvhoRvereRascinatedR)yBsotericR:eachingsRkndRnagid>|>owersRookRkR 
TibetanRnasterBndRiecameRamasRhemselves.R 

AlthoughRhe8QingRtateRriedRoRegregateBthnicitiesBndR:onsideredli:heR 
‘teachingR)fRheRamas’E&sRlistinctRromRChinese)H>uddhism,EindBeservedRorR 
TibetansRndRvlongolsR)nly,RX' r utaishanBppearedRoR>eRnRxceptionRnRIhina.R 
AEf>riori,&es/?a«gRvereRIhineseRtndRamasRvereRribetansRndBvlongols,[S>utRheR 
clergyR5fRhe^ellowBndB>lueRTionasteriesRvasRrotR:ompletely&iomogeneousR 
ethnically.RInRtheRearlyRQing,RWutaishan’sRmixedRBuddhistRcommunitiesR 
reflectedRheRnulti-ethnicityRifRheRmpire.RVRewRIhineseBndRvlanchuRamasR 
livedRnBhe^ellowRnonasteriesBlongRvithRribetantxkndEMongoMamas^ndR 
ChineseRzes/zaHgSndRamas^erformedRmperiallySponsored&itualsRogetherR 
forRh e^br ote ctio nRjfRh eRt ate.R 

Besides,RnBhe&arlyBwentiethBenturyKhEMongoMnonk&ducatedKbothR 
inKMongolianBndRnKhineseBould^andRtillBa^RaeRxainedRnlMGnneseR 
monastery,SndRaterRelativelylRasilyR:hangeBffiliation.RrheRZhineseRjelukpaR 
community,RtvhichRvasRnitiallylBthnicallyR-lamRiow&cceptsRnnerKMongolsR 
andRvenRTibetansRromBVmdoRntoRheirBanksRtheRanguageRpokenRnRheseR 
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FigureWft Crowds&j^)ilgrims&ttendin^he^real^festivalMmcBChineseE)peraS)jSheS 
Wanfoge/WuyemiacB[DragorM<in$§remple).SiMsabelld30harleux. 


monasteriesBisBMandarin)MnnerBMongolBandBTibetanBnunsBalsoBenroMnB 

Chinese®uddhistSiunneriesK>ecauseShey®anH>btainBS\igherB>rdinationBhanKI 

inKTibetanffiuddhism. 

TheBecond&easonBbrBhisBeligious&nd&ulturaMnixingBvas&conomicB 
unlikeBbcalBemples,BvhichBvereBupportedll>yMhe[iommumty,iheE3nainBourceB 
offincomeSbr&nanyE|)ilgrimageB:entres&vas&nonymousBdonors.KBefore&heB 
nineteenthB:entury,M^reat&ndB-iistoricallyMmportantBnonasteries&eceivedB 
subsidiesSndKlonationsBTomBheBmperiaMourt.KButBfterBheKlecline&ifBheB 
Manchu^atronageBfollowedKbyBtheBeconomicBcrisisBofBtheBriid-mneteenthB 
century,Bhe&ompetitionftiecameBtiffer'Mll&nonasteries&iadBoHurnBowardsK 
pilgrims WonationsBoBurvive,&speciallyBhose&>fflheBvIongols,BvhoK:ameHbylK] 
theBhousands.BnHhe&arlyHiwentieth&entury^nHirderBoBvelcomeBndBeceiveB 
donationsBfromBMongolBpilgrims,BthreeBlargeBblueBmonasteriesB(Tayuansi,B 
Xiantongsi,K>huxiangsi)Bnvited&0ewl3vlongoMamas&o&>eBnB-esidence,&ndB 
conducted&egular&ifficesH)othMnKhinese&ndSnKiribetan.Kirhis^)ractice&iasKI 
survivedBntoBheBwenty-firstB:entury:BnKkoo 7 ,Mlhe£|;reatBestivaM>®heB : iveB 
DragonBCingsKTemple,BvhileKChineseE3)peraBvasEf>erformedB)nHheBtageB)®heB 
firstB;ourtyardBFigure^),®BvlongolBamaBvasBnvitedBo®eadBribetanBextsBnB 
theB>ackB:ourtyard.B-[owever,BiowadaysBheBituationBs^enerally#eversed,BsB 
donationsBiowBnostlyBromeH’rom&heBChinesefio&heHribetanBTionasteriesB 
have&ooms0’orKhinese&ncestors’Bablets&nd®%reaterBiumber&iMrhineseB 
icons.BrheBX'utaishanBnonasteries&lsoBasecBo&endBheirBTiore^ersuasiveB 
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monks8oKhina,01bet,Bv4ongoliaSndSsBarSsffiuryatiaBoB:ollectBunds:8heseB 

monksBvent8romEJ>laceBo[>J>laceBo[>|ratherBlonationsBnBnoney,%oldB)r8:attle. 

CompetitionBthereforeBexistedBbetweenBblueBandByellowBmonasteries,B 
whichSothSorrowed8rom[iachB>therMndKriedSoBttractllheBameE|>ilgrirns.0k.sB 
explaineddbove,^ellow8nonasteriesHirstdppropriatedSntient8}lueBemples;B 
then8heBlisriplesB)M/lonkB , ujMndBheBIhineseB3elukpaE§;ainedBnfluenceBLndB 
appropriatedBancientBTibetanBmonasteries.BDuringBtheBnineteenth century,8 
antagonismBppearedBjetweenBheB-lanBamasKifSheBuohousiBvlonasteryBndB 
theBribetan§kndBvlongolBamasB)f8tsBnonasticBiostelry,8heB>hifangtang,BndB 
theBatterH’oundedSBiew&nonastery.BJutl^enerallySpeakingHhe&nonasteriesKI 
competedE|>eacefullyBvith&ach85ther8:oBttractB/isitorsBndBheirBionations,B 
offeringSheBameBervicesBvhileBtMheBameBimeBlistinguishingBhemselvesBjyB 
havingB^articularStatue,Stupa,BelicB>rBamousBivingSaint. 

This^>orousB 2 thnicdndB-eligiousB:rontierB>etweenKhinesedndBribeto- 

MongolffiuddhistBommunitiesBxistsBnBitherBIhineseEJilacesBuchBsffieijingd 

ChengduBorBAmdo,BbutBtheBculturalBmixingBappearsBtoBbeBmuchBmoreB 

extensiveBmB^utaishan. 

DidKhinese,EMongolsC3indH’ibetansHmdertakeBheCiameB)r0 

different^rilgrimages? 

TheSX^utaishanl^ilgrimageSiadSBiifferentSneaningHbrSZhineseSndSvtongolS 
pilgrims,B>utHX' r utaishan8sBirst&nd8brernostBhe8esidenceB)f8heH>odhisattvaB 
Manjushri,SndM^ilgrimsBvishedHo&ncounter&>neB)fBheB'arious^uisesB)fB 
theB5odhisattvaB>rBvitnessB>neB>fBusBuminousBnanifestations.BvlanyB>f8hemB 
madeBheS/owS;o^oSinl^)ilgrimageS>nceSnBheirSife,SirBo&hankSvtanjushriS 
when&^>rayerSvasSulfilled.fforSZhinese^)ilgrims,SVutaishanSvas&ineSi®heS 
fourSacredSnountainsBoS/isit^(alongSvithKPutuoshanSnKhejiang^)rovince,S 
JiuhuashanBnBVnhuiE$>rovinceBndKmeishanBnB>ichuanEf>rovince),BachB>eingB 
the&bodeSafEkKjaarticularSJodhisattva.SMongol^ilgrims&aidSthatSanyl^oodS 
BuddhistKhad&oSdoShe^DilgrimageKhtSeastSDnceSnStheirSifetime.&nd&heyS 
foundBtBughlySlesirableBoB)eB>uriedBhereBnB>rderBoB>eBebornBn£|>aradise.B 

PilgrimsS wereS monksS andBlaypersons,BbothB menB andBwomen,B andB 
belongedBoBllBociaMlasses,BromBiteratiSnd8iobles8oBommoners.[8 ) ilgrims’B 
recordsBnddtoneBnscriptionsBhowBhatBIhineseBndBvlongolsB-iadBimilarB 
reasonsBoBindertakeBhe^ailgrimageSoBccumulateBneritBnd^ainBEbetterB 
reincarnationB(theBofficialBBuddhistBaim),BgainBblessings,Bfortune,Bhealth,B 
longevity,deputation,dndB5ometimesB:odskBfbrlM<)3articular&vishB(curingdB 
disease,dskingBbrdBteir)B>r8oBiodE|>enance.83therBion-religiousBeasons8oB 
visitdX' r utaishanB>ftendddedBoSheBnotivationd>fBnakingM'|)ilgrimage:BradeB 
(manySvtongolsSolddattledndSiorsesHoSheSZhineseStShe^reatSair&ifHheS 
sixthSunarSnonth),Seisure/tourism^literatiSnjoying8heScenerydndSvritingS 
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Figurd&M Lama-pilgrimSfromWLmdo^EasterrMTibetMn^realEprostrationStowardsM 
theW3reaMWhitdfi>tupcM>f&heWayuamiBM.onastery3iMsabell&Eharleux. 



FigurdMQ Groups$of&nonk-$!andM.ayRfy)ilgrim$praying!S.r&hdBshadovM;owardsWhM 
GreaMWhite$t>tupcM)fl&hdfirayuansiBM.onastery3iMsabelle$Charleux. 
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FigureSB MongoMama$j?erfornMM'ituaM'equestecM)$§?ilgrimMmcM)les$MongoM 
ancMianWihinesdfyiilgrims^LuohousMvlonasteryXMsabelleWiharleux. 


poems) ,^5olitical&notivations^travellingHvithBhe&mperor),&esearchl^on&heKI 
history®>fffiuddhismB>nSX^utaishan)BndBoBForth. 

Gestures&nd^ractices&tSnonasteries 

All^ilgrimsShareSjasicffiuddhistl^esturesSnd^ractices.KPilgrims^referablyH 
madeHhe^)ilgrimageH)nl3bot^exceptHorHheS)ldHndShfirm),HndSvhileKlvalking,KI 
prayed&ndB:ountedBhe&>eads&i®heir&osaries.0rheyl^ll&nade^)rostrations,0 
rangingB’romBimpleHbowsBo[3ull-lengthGJ>rostrationsB!Figures^BndE|)-0>ome8 
penitentBvIongols&ndKhinese&nade^nd&till&nakeS’ull-length^arostrationsKl 
everyMhirdStep,SH8heSvay§romMheiiMiomes,^enerallyl3)egging3brBheiiMoodH 
on&he&vay.fforeign&ravellersKhave&iescribed&heir^aitifulBappearance&vithK 
raggedMothesBnd8deedingBvounds8nBpiteK>fEf>rotectionH>nMheir8iandsBndlK] 
knees.0n&llKBuddhistB:ultures,&eligious&neritSs^ainedBhrough^)emtence,K 
but8also8throughK^ivingK!to&he8clergy.8MajorlK]donationsK]were&ecordedlElinlKI 
stone,BndBmaller&>nes&>n^)aper&ertificates.H , ilgrimsSlso®sked3'orHpecificK 
ritualsH!forMong8ife,Bo8:onsecrateKtatues,8>rl3o£J>raylSlbrHheir81ead£|>arents),8 
attende<finonksMssembliesBndHnassKeachingsBndl8estivals8[Figure®>).8 

The0nainMlifferenceB>etween8vlongoMndKiribetan,BndKhineseEf>racticesK] 

was8theBmportance8of8circumambulationKfor&he8former&woMDne8ofB:he8 

termsBorG|>ilgrimage8nMribetanMs8?eXor,8it.8circuiting,^oingE&roundGM|>laceJ8 
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FigurdfiM HarBChineseftfrilgrimMurningiMforayeMvheeMvhile&ircumambulatinffltM 
TayuansiUMonastery.SMsabelleSJharleux. 


andHnHvtongolian,Brgi®wbrg'M/,3it.B:ircumarnbulationBvhile[>J>raying/bowing’.® 
InBheiiSespectiveH:ountries,®Vlongols&nd®ribetansHisedHoB:ircumambulate® 
the^)recincts&i®nonasteriesB-SjsuallyffollowingS^Dath^)unctuated&)y®malE 
shrines,^irayer-wheels&ndStupasB-SsSvelMsStupas, Statues, SndividuaMnd® 
groups®o®emples,®shrines,®cairns,Sholyl3:rees®and®whole®rnountains.0rhis® 
practice,®which®goes®back®to®Indian®Buddhism,®was®followed®by®Central® 
AsiansSand®Chinese®during&he®firstlK]rnillennium,03ut®wasKlater®abandoned® 
byBheBZhinese.HDn®\Xditaishan,HheKIhineseEkrchitectureB)f&nonasteriesKlid® 
notB’acilitate&>r&ven&llowH'orS:ircumambulation,3)utSvIongols®ndlEiribetansKI 
practised®tSvhereverStSvasE|)ossibleSroundKtupas,HheH:entraMingjiuGijl§S® 
PeakBndBroundMheBnonasteriesKhatBvereHiolBocatedSightBliextBoBMiffflir® 
al^brecipice. 

TheSotherSdifferencesSinSpracticesSandSbehaviour® amongst® Chinese,® 
TibetanBnd®vlongol[5f)ilgrimsBppear®o®)eB-ather®ninor.®ribetanBnd®vlongol® 
pilgrims^rayed®vhile®urningS®iand-heldEf>rayer-wheel,®>urntEpuniper®nstead® 
of®ncense®[whenBvailable),®vrote[>J>rayersBncRx-votos®)n®wind-horse’[81ags,® 
threw®wind-horse’£|>apers®oHbeBcatteredHby®he®vind,KkskedBoHbeHblessedHby® 
reincar nated®arnasBnd®eceivedMrom®hemEf>rotective®>bjectsE3knots,E3mulets,® 
pills).®rheKhinese^ilgrims&lways®>urnt®ncense®vhen®cowtowing®n®’ront®>f® 
icons,Set®) ffflirecrackers,Snd[>jbractisedPfl«gs/2e«g®Sj:3E.^i.e.®eleasing®Lnirnals)® 
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and&itesBoBheir&ncestors®theyH)umtD|>aper&>fferingsBo0)eBransmittedBo® 

thefflead). 

Twenty-first®century®Chinese®pilgrims®are®also®observed®performing® 

circumambulations®roundBtupas,®umingE>J>rayer-wheels^Figure®'),®:rawling® 

intoBhe&vomb&aveEktEFomudong&nd^sking&iighMamasBoHilessBhem&nd® 

MongolsSndSribetans&lsoH)urnl5>aper&ifferings&oHheHleac®nd&elease0iveK 

squirrels.&Fowever,Df>racticesHnayH>e®heBameBvhile®inderstandingsKliffer. 

Worship8)fSiaturaMuminousSites 

WhenHdsitingBHnonastery,KheEf>ilgrims[injoyedKheBlnediationH>fflheHesiding® 
monks®and®were®expected®to®follow®a®codified®behaviour®and®to®perform® 
normative®levotionalJ>ractices^theHbasicH>ne,Bliowadays,S>eing®oHnake®hree® 
prostrationsBn®front®of&he®3tatues®while®a0rionkKhits®a®gong®three®times,® 
indicating®that®the®deitylKhasH'eceived®the[)<homage,®andE]then^utting®some® 
moneyllnl3he®lonation®)ox).®ut§vhenKlhey&isited®iaturalBitesBndowed®vith® 
numinous^)Owers,Svithout&he&nediation&iffinonks,&heK|5ilgrims^enerallylEI 
adopted® nSttitudeBffiipeniiehaviouraMode’SvithBmphasisBnl^ersonaMirectK 
experience. 7 0Xdthl8ess®nstitutiona®:ontrol,®levotionalf>racticesBnd®>eliefsBtlK] 
the&iuminousHracesW««g;z'ffi®jt)&ftenBtemmed®romSndigenousG|Mongol,® 
TibetanH>rEhinese)^)racticesHurned®owards®his-worldly&xpectationsHhey® 
generally&imed&tEbringing^ood®uck^nd®naterialKbenefitsBo&his®ife.B\.ll® 
pilgrims®:ollected^)roducts®)®he®nountain:®vateiStS)ne®)®he®nanySacred® 
springs®that®cured®a®thousandHllnesses,®miraculous0ce®that®never®melted,® 
stones, ®arth,[)J>ine&onesBtc.;Bnd&ubbedMheirHbodies&>n®)uddhasWootprints® 
irfitone.Kverything®hatJ%rew&>n®X A utaishanBvasH'illed®vith®piritual^)ower,® 
which®vas&>elievedHo&ieHransferableBo®ndividual^)ilgrims.® 5 ilgrims&night® 
alsoBpend®he®iight®>nMf>eal®ioping®oBeeSn®ipparitionKbfl3heffiodhisattva® 
oi®oBee®he®buddha§ightsWor®vhichHX 7 utaishanBvasHFamousM'hus,®heHholy® 
site®vas®xperiencedBvith®heBfiveBenses:S:ontact®-®vithBholyl3botprints,®vith® 
the®arth®hrougMJ>rostrations;Baste®-Hbyl2]ngestmgEjbroductsH>fl3heH!nountain;® 
andHheffight.SmelMndBoundEiiffltuminousEipparitionsHndEfjhenomena.Whe® 
Mongols®lso^>ractisedBituals&>flSheii®iwnl5>opulaiSeligionBuch®s®;rawling® 
intoH®iarrow®vombHave,H®ite®)fflebirthHndlSertility.KrhisBitual®vasSommon® 
in&arious^)arts®)fSvIongolia®)ut®vas®inknownl3hKChinaSind®nffibet^Tibetans® 
have®karmaHestingM-ituals&>etween&ocks&>r®n®iarrowHunnelB:aves,®vhichlKI 


yB OnBpilgrimagesQ'angingHn§structureHfrom&heBhighlyHformal§(stressingKlsocialB 
ritual) 0 ikeHheBzfl;)Ho 0 Vtecca,HoHhe&iighly 0 nformal^oriented§:owards^ 3 ersonalB 
expression) ,BeeBvtorinisB992:i4-i5. 

8 § ForSimilar^3racticesSnBribetan^)ilgrimages,&eeH3uffetrilleB996:296-307;S-[ubei8l 
1994:38. 
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areBlifferentHi-om&heBvomb-caveHertilityBituals).®\lowadays&>n®X' r utaishan,K] 
Chinese&ndHTibetanl^ailgrims&lso&rawMntoBheSvomb&ave^ollowing&heK 
Mongols’^ractice®t8sKvelM;nownl3hat8it£|)ilgrimageKites§;haredHbyHlifferentK 
religionsHn®eligiousBchools,She^bilgrimsSendSoSmitateSvhat&ithersSloBndK 
toH>orrowBitualsBhatSloBiotS>elongSoBheir®iwnSradition. 9 KI 

TheBnonasteriesBdsitedEbyEjnlgrimsBldKlifferentSbthnicitiesKkndi 

confessions 

PilgrimsBoBX'titaishan&iad&BendencyBoffavourBvorship&t&ndHlonationsBoK 
inonasteriesESifSheirKWnKonfessionJliutBlso&isitedBomeHfamousHncfincientK] 
monasteries® fflheE3)therH>uddhistHlradition.Krhe[>J>ilgrimsBtartecRtHlheHVhite0 
StupaSand&heSnonasteriesB)fELingjiuffi > eak,0<owtowed&o&he0-iolyl3conKbflEI 
ManjushrMn&heH’usading&ncRofiheKineBnBheKBhuxiangsi&oSnform&heK 
Bodhisattvafflaatllheyl2had&ome[3oHiulfiM&ow,Bnd&ontinuedMheirEf>ilgrimageK] 
accordingHoBheir^riorities^heirBimBndSheSveather^onWutaishan^uddenE 
snowstorms,KiunderstormsBnd&tailstorms®anMiappen®ven&iBnid-summerK] 
and^breventEf)ilgrimsHrom®isitingBtheHlerraces). 

Mongols’0nterest8nKhineseffiuddhism 

DuringK!theKlateKIQing0period,KltheKIMongolsKshowedKlinterestElinKIChineseK 

BuddhismK(AtwoodBi 992 - 3 )Eandl 3 n 0 ts 0 ndian 0 ieritage 0 (theKW r hite 0 AshokaEl 

Stupa,Hheffiandalwooc&uddha^BheyMvere&onscious&iffibelongingHoMQing^ 

multi-ethnic&mpire&nitedM}yH>uddhism^Elverskog®oo6).BvlongolKlevotees[3 

froml35eijing®uilt®^avilionBo®nshrine&l3:opylS>MMamous®ino-IndianBtatue0 

withinSheH)ailuodingB[aH)lueSnonastery),Bnd&venBvroteBBvhole%uidebookK 

about 0 heK>huxiangsiD|aHblueHlnonastery). 1( U 

The3iterateSvIongolsBndKribetansBhadBccessSoShe0vlongoMndKribetanKI 
guidebooks, BsBvelMs0heKChinese^azetteersHranslatedSlnHheirS>wnl3anguageK 
thatKIinformedKIthemlElthatStheyEshouldlElseeSparticularKsitesKorKlicons.KITheK 
guidebooksBsSvelMsHheH 8460 nap^)ropagatedHhe 0 nountain’sBbre,KlvhichBvasK 
continuously® nrichedBvith§iewHtories&nd&vents.K 

ChineseBndEMongolEJjilgrimsBlsoHhterpretedBomeHleitiesHndHheirlSconsK 

differently.®or0nstance,Bhe0con&>l®he®Mother&>f®>uddha(s)’^FomuHf$ji9:),K] 

an&pithet&>fl3 5 rajnaparamita^inBheffomudong®ndBhe0fuhuangmiaoBEM 

ili/Puhuasi^^^)®®r®rchetypaHemale®leity®- 8 vas®ommonly§dentified 


98 SeeHheS:hapters8nBMbera&ndH;ouroucli8[eds.)&oo9.B\ccording8:o8:hem,&ioly8 
sitesllhatlStandB>utsideBheB:ontrolli>ffleligiousB>rl>|>oliticaMuthoritiesBre8>elievedB 
to8have8more8efficacy,8and8at8these8sites,Binter-confessional8frontiers8become8 
blurred. 

108 Ujeskulen^ecig-unSirik^:emegdekiMrusibaM^ntteiAro\xnd&8i3. 
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Buddhist StelaeSnS 


Monasteries 

tradition 

Specificity 

Ch. 

Mon. 

MonasterieM>isite<M)yWl^)ilgrims 




Tay uansi^n 

blueS[+Slamas) 

WhiteSItupaSnshriningSSelicS 

of®hakyamuni,SteleSvithH!aS 

reproductionf)f)SheSootprints[x] 

ofS>hakyamuni,SmallStupa§ 

enshriningSS\airS)fSvlanjushri 

13 

6i 

Shuxiangsi®f§^F 

bluest+Elamas) 

‘True^bortraitfbfSvlanjushri^ 

withSheS3uckwheatSdead 

4 

l 

XiantongsiSIjffl^f 

blueSl+Slamas) 

BeamlessS-Iall,S>ronzeS-Iall,0 
sStupasSepresentingfheEi^ 
terraces,SamousSncientSelics 

5 

5 

Pusading^SIM 

yellow 

ImperialSnonastery,S:ruel3 

portrait’S)fS\4anjushri,So8StepsK 

representingShefo8 passions^ 

toSrushSvithSheSeet,0nS)rderS 

toS)eSleansedSromSlefilementE] 

andfreedS)JSufferings 


l 

LuohousiEffiifi^ 

yellow 

RevolvingBbtusShatS>pensS 
toSeveaMS>uddhaStatue^ 
whenSctivatedS)ySSuddenK 
mechanism,SdneSTreeSdoly^ 
Stupa,S)CTiiteSvlanjushri 

l 

47 

YuanzhaosiSBM^p 

yellow 

SteleS>fSheSBeggingSvlanjushri,’S 

Shariputra’sSuneraryStupa 

4 

7 

Dailuoding0StIIM 

blue 

sStatuesf)fSvIanjushriS 

representingShe^Serraces,^ 

SandalwoodSbuddha 


2 

Jin’gangkuISfeSPJliJ 

yellow 

Vaj r aBCavefhatSlo sed^ 

itselfSvhenfvIonkl^ 

BuddhapalMisappearedS 

withfvlanjushriSnS)83 ad,^ 

treasureSave,Svlanjushri’sS 

toothSndfiandprints 



Shouningsil^^^F 

yellow 

StatueS) fSOldfvIanjushri 

l 

2 

Wanfoge^WIS 

blue 

DragonSGng,SiowSheSnostS 

popularfconS)nS)CYitaishan 

- 

- 

Fanxianshan^ 

5£{iIilU 

blue 

TerraceSoShrowSwind- 

horsedjbapers 

— 

— 

5&nonasteriesS)fS - ManySacredSprings,^ 

theE|Serraces ponds,Socks,footprints^ 

ofSvlanjushriStc.0 

Monasteried&speciallyfifyisitecMjyftMongoMiridM'ibetarfifyilgrims 


l^berlEl 

monastery 

ZhenhaisiS(?S^F 

yellow 

FuneraryStupaS)fSheSThirdKI 

ChangkyaSChutugtu 

- 

5 

Fomudong0$S£9:?|B| 

blue 

WombSave 

- 

2 

GuanyindongS 

yellow 

PlaceSvhereSheS>ixthS)alai§ 

Lama,SheSThirteenthS)alaiS 

LamaSndSWalokiteshvara^ 

havefneditated;SacredS 

springShat^ivesfertility 


1 


Tib. 
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Monasteries 

Buddhist 

tradition 

Specificity 

StelaeHnS 

Ch. Mon. 

Tib. 

ShancaidongS 

yellow 

PlaceSvhereStheEThirdE! 

ChangkyaSChutugtuElivedEknd^ 

meditated;SacredSpring 

- 2 


Baohuasi^^^F 

yellow 

StupaEknshriningEkHhairS 

ofEHsongkhapa 

- 1 

2 

ShifangtangS 

+7 m 

yellow 

LodgingEtentre 3 or^ 

lama^bilgrims 

- 182 

3 

Cifusi^la^F 

yellow 

LodgingEtentreSorK 

lamaEjbilgrims 

7 

- 

SanquansiE^^f yellow ThreeSacredSprings 

Monasterie$bspeciall)$'isitecffl))$Chinese§j)ilgrims 

9 

l 

NanshansiEfif |_L|tF 

blue 

io8Stairs,StupaS:ontainingSheEl 
bowMndKheS'obeEbfEIvI onkEPuj i 

20 2 

- 

Longquansi^ 

11 : 914 s 

blue 

Puji’sEJuneraryKtupa 

— 

— 

BishansiEif lL|tF 

blue 

Monastery 3 hatEbrganizesK 

monks’Ebrdinations 

6 1 

- 

Qingliangshi§ 

blue 

2.20n-highStone0:alled^ 

Manjushri’sEbed 

- 

- 

Zhulinsi^ft 

blue 

FamousBhistoricaMnonastery 

- 

- 

JmgesiHfePslvf 

blue 

FamousEhistoricaMnonastery 

- 

- 


TableWS MajoMnonasteriesEmSVutaisharMiniMiumbersEifthon-imperialMonatiorM 
stelae$>flftheS3Qin$kniMZepublican^>eriods 


as TaraKby&he0VlongolsKkndEltheHribetans,&nd&sKBodhisattvaEGuanyinKbylEI 
the®Zhinese.Srhe0ndraffi > alaceHTempleS(DishigongMffj ; f®lS’,S’rom&heBiameK 
o®heBleityEb®HinduKorigin)Kwas&enamed0YuhuangmiaoK(Temple03®heK 
JadeKmperor)HnHhe0VlingHlynasty,HvhenH)aoists&>ccupiedHtsBbuildings®ndKI 
identified8heKhinese^adeffimperorSvith0ndra.S\.ndl3heBvtongol0amasHvhoK 
ranMhisSempleffluringSheBlateHiineteenthM:enturyl3vorshippedShe8ameHleitylEI 
under&heSiame&>ffl5ormustal3rngri,0.eMhe0VlongoMorm&ifl3\hura0VlazdaK 
(identifiedSvith0ndraH>yl3he0Jyghui®uddhists,®ndHransmitted8oBvIongolsKI 
during&heHourteenthB:entury).0\sH'orBhe0Z)ragoii0<ing&ifl3;heKWanfogeSIaK 
local&:hthonianBleityS3pposed&oKBuddhism,Kbut&amed0)yl3vIanjushriElandlEI 
turnedHnto&^arotectoi&if0Wutaishaii),KheBvas&he&najorBleity&iM-ain&ndK 
good&iarvestsS’orBhe0ocaMarmers.KHis&:ultfflevelopedH;onsiderablyHnBheKI 


11B TheHmore&han§34oBstoneHnscriptions&'ecordingSmaiorBvIongoBdonationsHofKI 
theHateKJing&ndffiepublican^Deriods&re^preserved&mHhe&ite.HThisHistHsBiotB 
exhaustive ,BsBomeSnscriptions8iave01isappearedB)r®iaveH)eenHnoved,01egradedH 
orBost.Komparatively,KorHhat^beriod,KhineseBtelaeB>fBlonationsBre§nuchBessB 


numerous. 
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earlyl3;wentiethEfcentury,SandlEhowadaysKkll^)ilgrims,0ncludingSribetansKkndlEI 
Mongols, &nakeBil^ow0nffrontB}®heffi)ragon0dng,Kwho0sKsaidB:o0)eKanK 
emanationM>fflManjushri,HndHaidHoHielp^)ilgrimsK)nMheirp)urneylliack®ome. 

To8umMip,Sll^)ilgrims0requented8noreS)rl31ess8he8ame8nonasteriesl3ndS 
worshippedSheHameKlconsBndSelics,HlthoughlheyH\adHheirS)wn^)referencesKI 
andfflifferent&xpectations.KTheyBhared&nanySommonSievotional^ractices.K 
and0adaptedKsomeK]oflKlthemK]toK]theK]loca®contex®(MongolsKerecte<BstoneK] 
inscriptionsB-Svhich&hey0veryB'arelySdidEktKhome-&ndElattended0ChineseK 
rituals;0ChineseB:rawledl3ntoKlthe&vombB;ave).KAlthough0Chinese^3ilgrims’K 
garments,&he^>ractice&ifEburning0ncense^nd^)aper&>fferings,&ir0\/longols’KI 
and0'ibetans’^)rayer-wheelsBnd®ircumambulations0'unctionedBsBthnicBnd0 
religious&narkers,0WutaishanS:ouldKbe&t&he&ame&imeK|)an-Buddhist&nd0 
multicultural. 

Cowr«Mw/te.s3)etweenl|)ilgriins8)nSX' r utaishan? 

Although0^ictor0 , urner’sHvell-knownl3:onceptsH)fBowmM«/tflsHndKkmi«atey 12 IEI 
have0)een&eriouslyS:hallengedKbylEhnthropologists, 13 &vhoKhaveBemphasize<B 
individual&xperienceSn^)ilgrimage, 1 'Some^)articularH:aseBtudies®howBhatKI 
the0rurnerian&nodelBhouldSiotM)e®bandoned®ltogether. 15 Krurner’sHheoriesS 
come0’rom&he&tudy&if&iomogeneous,&nono-confessional^3ilgrimage&ites,KI 
but&heyBproveSeven&nore^interestingKwhenKappliedQioKsharedKlpilgrimageS 
sites. 1 ®Due&oKfcheKlongB:raditionEbflK]cohabitationlKb®differentKlschoolsK]andK] 
religions ,KmostE]o®ChineseKpilgrimageKsitesKseen®toKbe0shared0betweenE] 
BuddhistSncK)aoists,Hir®>etweenKhineseBndKribetanffiuddhists,8vithBnoreK 
tolerance&han,0'orBnstance,&acredSites0’requentec&)y&)othKrhristians&ndK 
MuslimsSnSheSsfearHlast 8 |Naquin&nd 3 fuH 992 b). 

DoKlthe0sources0KluseB;o0studyl3;he0WutaishanKlpilgrimageKlallowlElme0;oKI 

speak&>®B;omwM«iti2s®ccordingHo0rurner’s&neaning,S.eStl3;he&nargins&>rS 

outside&ociety,0nM<kate&®zmz«a/z£yH)rl3zKtzstrMCtMreB:haracterized&>yBheK 


12H TurnerH978;0’urnerBln<H’urnerH978.0 n urner’sHlheoryBvas0lnspiredB>yBhe®vorkEb® 
Arn oldB/ anHE enne pH) nSite sH>fI>|> assage. 

13B Notably0VtorinisB.992:7-8;ffiadeBn(B)allnowB99i:4-5;BVlbera&oo9. 

14H InKthe&;onclusion&)f&he&)ook&ie&ditedBvith0Vl.0Couroucli,BVlberaKl[2OO9:35i)KI 
prefersBpeakingB3f^ailgrims&iavingH:ommonSieeds^of&&upernaturalHielp)&ndKI 
goals ,B>u®arely§lnteractingBvithBach8)ther. 

15B See,fforffinstance,HSfancy§Frey’sHstudyKb®thel 3 present-dayK]SantiagoHpilgrimage ,[3 
andH-[olmes-Rodman’sBtudyH)®&iealing&hrineBn 0 SFewSvtexico^in 03 adone&ndKI 
Roseman&oo4). 

16B SeeBtheKIdifferentKIstudiesBonBplacesBwhereBChristianKlandHMuslimsKIcohabitateB 
aroundBheBMediterranean®eainBVlberaHndKouroucl®oo9.fforBnBxample®)ffl§ 
pilgrimageShared8>yS-[indusHndH3uddhists§nBWepal,Bee®uffetrilleH994. 
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FigurdBRS Photograp!MofftManjushrMBodhisattvcMappearin$ftamon$ftthMcloudsM 
Scripture$Hall,WiiantongsMAonasterySMsabell$Eharleux. 

spontaneityB>®elationships&ndHhe&bolition&>®oriaMistinctions? 17 0&rgueK 
thatBew/iorarjSorms&if&owmMw/tes.SvhereHpersons&iormallylSegregatedHnKl 
secularB)rEj3rofane&ociety&re,&t0east®ymbolically,0ntegratecMnto&Sluid,KI 
ecstaticH:ommunityEo®:ommoii&eligiousSpurpose’ 18 KlwereB:ertainl)flalmost0 
palpable^atKbomeKprecise&noments^orHnstance^uring&he^realMestivalKI 
organized3>yl3he&nain^ellow8nonasteries8iuringBheSixthBlunai8nonth,8vithH 
maskedMiances^atheringSogetherHwoBhundred lamasBndB^reatl^brocessionEl 
oMive0iundredl^)articipants,&iuring&nass&eachings,Kknd,&boveKkll,&iuringK 
collectiveSvisionsSand&niracles,0suchElas0;he0buddha0ights’Klthat&vere0seenKI 
byHarge^roups&ifl^eopleBvithoutBlistinction&if&thnicity&nd&ank^FigureS 
8).KR6lpeK)orje’s03iography&ecords&hatMightKj3henomena&vereKbpotted03ylEI 


17B AccordingBtoBTurner,®pilgrimageBisBfundamentallyKlanti-structural:BtheBrulesB 
andKbonstraintsKbEldailyKlifeBbeingBemporarily&uspended.BpilgrimsBexperienceB 
egalitarianBelationshipsBnd&reateBBiewifcommunity.B 
18 B GimelloS992:i36§i43,RlsoBo5,0.32n.Si- 
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crowds,&speciallyffluring®ndBfterlEiribetanH3uddhistBmpowermentS'ituals. 19 IEI 
InKthe8eighteenth8century,Kthe8crowds8of8Chinese,0ribetans8and8Mongols8 
asking 8 forl£lblessings, 8 teachings 8 and 8 initiation 8 from 8 R 6 lpe 8 Dorje, 8 and 8 the 8 
communities 8 of 8 ‘foreign’ 8 and 8 Chinese 8 monks 8 performing 8 rituals 8 together 8 
under&he8eadership85f&he^asflg0flmf2,&voke0brms&>ffi:ommMm’£as.0n&he8 
1930 s, 8 \.lleyBnd 8 ,apwoo<finention 

aBiugel>|>rocession®f 8 amas, 0 dhinese[>|>riests®nd[>|>ilgrims,Bvho®ad®eenB 
attending® nBnitiation&eremonyBtBBemple&pBheRalley.BTheseBvereB 
estimatedBo®eBbout ®,000 persons 8 n®ll,BndBheir&oloured^owns®nd 8 
robes&sBheyBiled®longBheBnountainl>|>athBhowed®pBvellBgainst&®illsideB 
already®rightBvithBlowers.B 

8 (AlleyHndH,apwoodB 935 : 119 ) 

Pilgrims 8 following 8 the^reat 8 procession 8 oEthe 8 sixth-month 8 festival 8 or 8 

queuing 8 o®nterMheSvomb®ave 8 ningledSvith®achM)ther 8 |aKhineseS)bserveiS 

noticedBhatBheS’estivalSvas^nMDpportunityS’orSThinese&o&pproach^arettyE 

Mongol8vomen).®ecause8>fflhe81angersl8>fl3he8'oadsH!froml3igersl3oHbandits)8 

and8he8iskH>fl|retting8ost8n0he8nountains, 2O EJ>ilgrirnsH>fl31ifferentEithnicities8 

occasionallySravelledMogetherf&nMheSoadsSeadingBoEWutaishanJSndMbrmedlK] 

groups8vhen8hey§fclimbed8o0he[3erraces. 21 8 

CowwM«/£as 8 is 8 naturally 8 presentHinlEldiscourses. 8 Since 8 Manjushri 8 canlEI 
appear&>nHhe&nountain 8 nMnanyl%uisesSuch&s^n 8 )ldBvoman,&&)eggaiMn 8 
rags&>rMfox, 8 oBest£|>eople’s 8 evel&>fB:ompassion,E|>eople®ayl 8 :hat&>ne&iasBo 8 
beHkind 8 o®verybody 8 )ecause 8 nybody 8 :ouldM)eBManjushri 8 nBifflisguise, 22 BndEl 
generallyB:onsciously&doptBnBttitudeB>fl%enerosityBndHriendly 0 )ehaviour .8 
For 8 instance, 8 Khejok 8 Rinpoche’s 8 modern 8 TibetanlElguide 8 says 8 that 8 ‘inlEla 8 
pilgrimage,Hhe^ilgrirnsBvould&ultivateBBnindBiMaithBndHlevotionBinBheK 
wayHhere’. 2 Wet&he^)ilgrims’Biiscourses, 8 ike 8 )fficial^)ropaganda&i®heSite ,8 
tendBoBwer-emphasizeBiarmonyBndlSirotherhoocRiverHlisappointmentBndE] 
tensions ,BndMveBnustH>eBeryB:autiousBboutHhem. 24 ffiusanB\[aquinBioticedlK] 


198 Biography®f8t6lpe®orje,8ransl.KhenB[)ingyingBnd0vta®ianlongB988:248-9. 

208 Stories®bound 8 )f^)ilgrims®ostHn 8 he 8 iark&)r 0 n 8 ;he®og&ndH)eing&avedH)y 8 in 8 
emanation® f0vtanjushri.®ee,0or8nstance,8];ao8denian® 000^1949] 1113-44. 

218 GaoBdenian®ooo^i949]:ii7. 

228 See, 0 or 8 nstance, 8 Tuttle 20o6:i9.®Fowadays®iany®eggarsBnBags®opeBhatl>$>eopleB 
will^iveBhem 8 noney 8 n®ase®e/she®ould®eBhe 05 odhisattva.B 

238 BornBn8L936,8ae8sBhe®bbot8if8Dhetsang8vtonastery8nH;asternBribet.BdeBiow8 
teachesBn8Vustralia,®nd0nade®^3ilgrimageBo8X , utaishanBnB9998LimB999). 

248 Many®cholarsBvorking8in^3ilgrimages^)oint8iutBhatBhis0dealB3fBiarmony®nd8 
solidarityBs®ften®bsentBromBhe®bserved^)ractices. 
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forKheKhinese^)ilgrimageSoBvIiaofengshaii®^|ll^l_LlH\at^)ilgrims®>ehavedBsKI 

ifflhey§'ormedH>ne&iarmoniousBFamily.®ut0 

privateBeelingsB>fBliscomfort,Rnnoyance,[i>rl31isappointmentBvereBoB>eB 

suppressed;BndividualsBvereBubtly[j|>ressuredBnto[8uchB5ehaviourB>yBheirB 

ownBndBither’sBxpectations.B 

B (NaquinB992c:363) 

ItJ^ouldll>eBaferHoBpeakEM>$>eacefulEiohabitation,BieligiousK]olerance,BndK 
curiosityl3’orKlthe®>ther’ 25 ®atherHhan®Hlurable®owwM«/tesHnlEirurner’s3ermsKI 
thatKfevelsHheE§;ap®>etweenE2>rdinaryE|>ilgrims,K]nonks,KristocratsBndlXLterati,EI>rE] 
between0ifferentHiationalities. 26 0'emporaryllnomentsHifSowwM«/iflsEertainlylEI 
happened,K)utS;ohabitationBnd0oleraiiceSvere^brobablyl3nore0:ommon8haiiK 
interactions&nd&ultura&xchange.0\s0BvilBhowl2}elow,&ny&ources&atherlE] 
describeBituationsBhatE&reMoserHoffiade&ndffiallnow’sBheorySvhichBdewsK 
pilgrimageBsSHnosaicBnBvhich&ctorsBreBheterogeneousBndH'iewpointsBreK 
diverse. 27 MThe0WutaishanBpilgrimage0s0capable0D®accommodating0iiverseK 


25B ComparingBtheBsharingBofBreligiousBsitesBinBtheBBalkansBandBinBindia.BHaydenB 
(2OO2)&rguesBhatH;ompetitive&haring0sB;ompatible§ l vith&he^3assive&neaningB 
ofB:olerance^i.e.Bion-interference),BmtBncompatibleBAdthBheBctiveBneaningBifB 
toleranceB(acceptationB3fBtheBOther,BespectBndBecognitionBwhileBdisagreeingB 
withBithers’B5eliefsBndl>|>ractices).Positive,BctiveB:olerancel3vouldB>eBnBllusionB 
inBthel^rocessB>fBheB:ompleteBppropriationB>fBBholyBiteBbyl>M^;roup.BAJberaB 
(2009:356)&:riticizes&-[ayden&nd^3refers&o&iighlightBhe^)luralityB)fEkituationsB 
andBtheBdifficultyBofBbuildingBtheories.BSeeBalsoBHayden’sBreviewsBinBCMrrewtB 
A«t/jro/io/o i g)fl|.3(2)Bn(fispeciall)®owman’s0:omments. 

26B SimilarBobservationsBforBaBmono-confessionalBpilgrimageBsiteBareBmadeBbyB 
Buffetrille^i997:88BndBoo3):Bh^)resent-dayKribet,8|3ilgrimage^roupsBisH8ulefflo§ 
notBnixBvithB}neBnother’;BthereBsBiotBiecessarilyl>|;oodBellowship,B5rotherhoodB 
andBqualityBmongBUBhe^ilgrims^... ]BvhichBloesBiotBxcludeBnutuaMidBnB:aseB 
offlifficulty’;BtheBiualityB)fflow»JMMirfflsBhatH'urner^i969,B974,B978)B)bservesBn§ 
allBhe^iilgrimagesBieBtudied,BsBn§eneralKiot^)resentBnBheBribetanBvorld,BxceptB 
duringB/eryl&hort[5|>eriodsB[...]B:ontraryB:ol3vhatBineBnightB:hink,Biifferences§3fB 
sociaBtatus^>ersistBluringBhe^)ilgrimage.®eeBlsoH-[uberB999:i8.B3ut0<apsteinB 
(1998:112),BvhoBnsistsi>nBheBestiveBlimensionB)fBi^)ilgrimage,BloesBiotBejectBheB 
TurnerianBnodel. 

27B EadeBndffiallnow§li99i)BleconstructedB)othBheBirstBrendB)f^)ilgrimageBtudies,B 
ofBDurkhemianBinspiration.BthatBconsidersBpilgrimageBasBanBelementBofBsocialB 
cohesionBthatBparticipatesBinBtheBconstructionBandBtheBmaintenanceBofflargerB 
collectiveBidentitiesBsuchBasBterritorial,BpoliticalBorBreligiousBcommunities,BandB 
Turner’sBheory.B3othBreBtillBfalidBn^)ilgrimageBtudiesBhough.®ee,BorBnstance,B 
inHheBTibetanBontextBHuber’sBtudyBifB^Deripherak^iopular^iilgrimageBAfhereB 
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meaningsKbnd^j 3 racticesiH;houghl 3 tEfcannotKbeS:onsideredKhsKbeing 0 void’B)flEI 

beliefsBndBymbols . 28 

A&ommMmtas3)etween£Mongols? 

TheBtoneHnscriptions®>fHX^utaishanH>fferBlisB^limpse®ifl3heBMongoMonorsKI 

asBheyBvantedBo^ppearSheyBioSiotHalk&boutHmpoverished&ierders&ndEl 

indebtedSiobles^which&hey&ctuallyBvere);&inBheH;ontrary,Bhey&howcaseKI 

the^xtreme^enerosity 0 oflEhllKj 3 atrons&owardsKltheKIWutaishaiiBnonasteries.KI 

These0VtongolsBravellingSn^roups&nixing&nen&ncBvomen,&iobles,0amasKl 

and&ommoners,&nd^ooling&heiiSnoneyBo^ayHbrBitualsSnd&>fferingsBoK] 

monasteriesBvouldBeemSoHiffeiSnBmage®i®ommunity .0 

Elverskog^ 20 ii),BvhoHrguedBhatMfflistinct^an-MongoBdentityBmergedlK] 

atHhe&nd&>®heS5ingBiynasty,B;emented&)yl33uddhism^nd&iyHhe&ieritageK 

ofKhinggis0<han,Hvhile&lso0)eing&0ocaMdentity&ttachedBoBheH)anner, 29 KI 

proposed&hat0theKWutaishanHpilgrimageKplayed0aKprominent0roleKinKtheK 

creationKbfBaBMongoMdentity^BrheBpilgrimageBnayBhaveffosteredBbondsK] 

betweenSheBtratifiedBociaMierarchiesSnstitutionalizedKiyISheKQingBtate’® 

itHs^)ossibleHoSmagineBhatBvIongolsS)fRlBociaHanks&ame§oRhareHB 

newBv!ongorB:ow»JMMites.^...]Ht0>7uta®han8he8)oundariesBnd§iatureB 

ofBvhatBtBneantBoB>e®Mongol,BnustBiaveB>eenB>othB:hallengecl&nd® 

reconceptualized.® 

B (ElverskogffiOl 1:254) 

Asffilverskog&cknowledges,BhisSs&BieductioiiBbased&in&n&warenessK 

o®theKlargerHhistorical0context’Kbut0notKlon§textual0evidenceEMongols’Kl 


identities&ndB: ultural^aracticesBvereHorged&newB[ 1999:3—6,BL74);^lsoBVlberaB 
2009.K 

28® InBappositionBoBatherBheoriesBhat&mphasize&^iilgrimage&iteBhatBsBfuirBafB 
beliefs®ndlSymbols,®5ade&ndK> allnow® nsistBm®tsl>|)roperty®if®void’,®capableB3f® 
accommodating®iiverseBiieanings&nd[l|>racticesJB)f®3ffering®a®rariety®3f®:lients® 
what®each®of®them®desires’®(i99i:i5).®They®advocate®analyzing®each®specific® 
pilgrimage®in®terms®of®its®particular®social®context®and®its®“historically®and® 
culturallyBpecific®>ehaviors&nd®neanings’[>| 1991:3-5).HdlgrimageBesistsBinalysis® 
an dBheorization:®fB>neB:anBioBongerBakeBorl|;rantedBheBneaningB>fB[|>ilgr image® 
for®tsll|>articipants,®3ne®;anBio®onger®ake®x>rl>|;ranted&®iniformBiefinitionB)fH 
thell|>henomenonI3)f®‘pilgrimage”[ftither’®7Weil.:®5).®fet®Eade’s®ntroductionB:oHhe® 
second® ditionB>fKb«fe.sfi«gB/2eB>acre<i>|20oo)&cknowledgesBhatBhisBrgument® 
mayBiaveB>eenB>verstated.® 

29B Elverskogftoo6.®5y®QingBlynasty®vlongols’,HdverskogBneans®MongolsB>elonging® 
toBhe®)ing[Smpire)BndBmongBhem,B0LSSume,BnostlyBnner[>MongolBntellectuals. 
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consciousnessH)fflHommonl31dentityl3nayll)®ourse®aveKieenlSnhancecHuringKI 
the^ilgrimage^yMheKimpleHfactSbfBpeakingHheKameHlariguageBndBiravellingK 
togetherHnHHoreignBerritory,K>utSheSourcesMisedHoBio®onfirmffilverskog’sKI 
hypothesis .KTheBtone0nscriptions,SvithHheirH:onventionaMormulas, Hi o&lo® 
tellHas&heQvholeKktory.KICommonersKhxpressedBheir&esentmentlEknd&ngerlEI 
when§theyl3aad&o^)ayfforl3;heirl^)rinces’^ourneyl3;oKWutaishaii:&heKhorses,K 
cattle,HsheepKIandKlargeKlamountsKofSsilverKbfferedKbyQioblesKltoKIWutaishanKI 
monasteriesKvereBctually&xtortedffromHheEbanners’&ommoners.ffollowingK 
EadeSndKallnow’sSheory,38voulcMatherSayl3hatMvhatSctuallylSeemedSnoreK 
distinctiveB)nKIWutaishan&vasKhotlEltheKethnicitylEbr&eligiousKlaffiliation,KbutKI 
the^reatS/ariety&>fl^3ilgrims&nd^)ilgrimages:Biifferences&>etween^)enitentsK 
walkingHnE|;reatl^rostrations8o&xpiateBheir8ins,Svell-offfijbilgrirnsSvhoHnadeH 
aM:omfortable^lourneyBnd%aveS>stentatiousBifferings,Bnonk-pilgrimsSeekingKl 
forHpirituaHncounters,Bnd^)ilgrim-tradersBvhoK>oughtMndBold®attleBtBheKI 
market, Keem0o&e0noreBalientMhat®ifferencesHbetween£Mongol,EhirieseH>rE] 
Tibetan^)ilgrims8vhoSharecfiimilar®xpectations.HklothingBllows81isSoSssertKI 
Turner’sB:rossing&if&ociaMrontiers,B5fl3;owmM«/£fls&)etweenM:ich^nd^)oor,K 
highKlamas&ndl^enitents.KNobles’^iilgrimagesSvere&ertainlyS/eryHlifferentKI 
fromKcommoners’Spilgrimages.KlSimilarly,KearlyHtwentieth-centuryEChinese0 
cleric&ccountsKbhow0erudite&nonks&hatKbhare&heSZhineseB:ultureB)flEltheK 
literati,SppreciatingS;alligraphylSndBvriting^)oems,H)utHlo&iotHelMnythingK 
offlhe§brdinaryEf>ilgrims’£J>ractices. 

CYnwmMm'ta.sHnKkBiosmopolitanH^ing&mpireBtrBnutualK 

incomprehension? 

Elverskog’sSecondHleduction^)roposesB8'iewS)®X A utaishan®sBnMdeal^)lace,0 

where^ll&heHJuddhist^aopulations&iMheS^ing&mpire&net&nd&xchangedKI 

with&achS>ther,BhadHhe8’eelingHifBharingBKlQingBdentity’ 30 BndSxperiencedS 

aEQing&owwMKi£as’,Hvhere0Chinese0iterati,0vlongol&ierders,Kiribetan0amasKI 

and®VtanchuH)annermen®lRameBogether,^ostlingBhoulders&t8emples&ndK 

cavesBnBhe^bursuitHifflilessingsBndSnerit.’KI 

ComingBnto&ontactSvithHhe&normous&ulturaMndB'eligiousBliversityH)® 

theM^ingSbmpire,8n8Tiany8asesHioHloub®orBheffirstHtime,8riust&lsoHrave8 

beenBn&mazing&xperience.^...]^bilgrimageHoHVutaiffihanS:reatedBheHield§ 


30H ElverskogHradBrguedSn§risH)ookK)M/'K7reflffl3i«^20o6,&sp.B35-46)HhatBQing§ 
dynasty8Mongols’8acquired8aB‘pan-QingBidentity’:l8thanksl8tol8theBpropagandaB 
orchestratedKby§theSQingSemperors,&hey§viewedBhemselvesKks&nembers&>ftB 
broader®ommumty§ncludingKhinese,0vlanchusHncH'ibetans,8n&BnulticulturalKI 
empire8vhichRntailedH8:ertain8porousnessB)etweenKJingB:ulture(s)! 
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whereBuchBdeasB:ouldl>|;row.lj|...]BtBvasBheBnain,[>|>ossiblyBheB>nlyl>|>lace,§ 

whereBdlB>fBheseBiewBdeasBvereBiotB>nly0nBheBiir,B>utB]dsoBccessibleBoB 

theBvidestBangeB>fBociaMctorsBoundBnBheBQingBmpire.^...]H ) ilgrimageB 

toKVutaiB>hanBhereforeEJ>layecMBundamental&oleBnBamiliarizingBhe0 

MongolsBvithBheBiewBosmopolitan&ultureBlfBheSQingBinceBheyBiotBmIyB 

partool<B>fBtBvhile&tBheBnountain,B)utBlsoB)roughtBtBiome.^...]Bndeed,B 

howBnany^)lacesBnBheBmpireB:ouldBvIongolBiomads,BribetanBamas,B 

ManchuB>fficials,BndKhinese^3easants&llB:omeBogetherBnBlirectB:ontactB 

andlShopBoiBheBameBiomrnodities.BnuchBessEjbartakeBnBheBameBeligiousB 

ceremony?® 

B (Elverskogffi011:260-2) 

This0Qing0cosmopolitanism 31 Sexperienced0onKlWutaishan0woul(EhaveK 
madeH:ultura&xchangeKpossible,BandKlin&hisKlfavourable0contextlElMongolsKI 
createdffiino-Mongol0syncreticKlworks0nffieldsSasKldiverseKas03uddhist0art,K 
literature, BheatreBncBstrology.HtBlsSrueShatlSomeBlearned0vIongolsSctedBsKI 
intermediaries0nSheSransmission®ifKhineseS3uddhistSiistory,BliteratureBndEl 
sciences, Bnd&telpedEbridgeHlbeto-MongoMndEhineseSSuddhistBraditions.K] 
Greatffigures&uch&sBvtergenBaegeen&irBGiombojab&iac&nHnterestHn&heK 
Chinese03uddhistEltraditionKlandKhistoriography;SZhinese-speakingBvlongolsKI 
offfiasternHnnerHvtongolia,Sd6hhot,ffieijingBndMIhengde0ranslatedShe^reat§ 
ChineseBiovels0nto0Vlongolian,Kknd&ranslated,B:ompiled0DrBrsedElas0TiainlEI 
sourcesKhineseHvorksBboutS-eligion,%eomancy,BstrologyBndBnedicine. 32 0 
Mongols’&vorshipB)flEIWutaishan&nustlEhotKbe&eenBhrough§the0ensB)flEI 
TibetanHBuddhismKonly,0but§understoo<Bas&he0venerationKo®anKancient0 
BuddhistEholy&iteB:onnected&o0ndia,&nd&>f&n&ncientKIhinese03uddhist§ 
site. 33 03uddhisml^rovidedBvhatBvasKn&ffect®3:ulturaM/«gMfl^ f ra«cfl. 34 MrheK] 
stoneKinscriptionsKandKpilgrims’KrecordsKclearlyHshowElthatKevenBifSeveryH 


31B ElverskogB!20ii:255)BiefinesB5ingB:osmopolitanism&sBthe®bilityH3fH:heB/ariousB 
peoples0vithin0he[3vlanchul&tate0oBee,0hink&ndl>&ct0>eyond0:he0ocal,05e0heyB 
Mongol,BTibetan,BManchu,BorBChinese’;BbutB‘notionsBsuchBasBbeingBMongol,B 
Tibetan,B>rBChineseBlidBLOtBlissipateBntoBBogB>fBvtanchuB:osmopolitanism.’B 

32B AtwoodB.992—3:i7;ffilverskogBon:257—8. 

33B AccordingBoB:lverskog0[2oo6),BvtongolsBtaveB>eenB:onvincedBhatBheyB>elongedB 
toBBingleB3uddhistB:ontinuumBxtendingBromBndiaBoBvlongolia.H3eingBvtongoH 
(withiniheB[)ingBmpire)BiadB)ecomeBynonymousBvithB)eingBffielukpaB5uddhistB 
andBaBsubjectBofitheBQingBemperor.BHistoriographersBre-wroteBtheBhistoryBofB 
Buddhism0n0Vtongolia,BnsertingHtBnHheBongerBiistoryB)fH3uddhism:BEhinggisB 
KhanBndBiisBlescendantsBvereBecognizedBsBeincarnationsBfBncientBndianBndB 
TibetanBcings,finakingBheBiistoryB)fBMongolia&ctuallyBtartBn0ndia. 

34B I<apstein&oo9:xvii. 
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ethnicityEhadHtsB)wnEj3references,KMongols&ponsored&nonasteries&>fKbothlE] 
traditions,SncHIhinese0aypeopleHvere0ookingH’or0ribetanMnitiations. 35 SrheK 
Mongolian&nd0Tibetanl%uidebooks^ncHhe0846BnapKncluded&>ldKIhineseK 
lore03fSWutaishanMnH-iisK^uidebook,KR6lpe0Z)orjeHspeaks&)fMtheKlpilgrims’K 
withoutMnyfflistinction.HksBhownBh0’ableS,8he8alientMeatureS)flH3Xditaishan§ 
monasterySbrl^iilgrimsSvas&iotSts&urrent&ffiliation&oHribetan&irKhineseS 
BuddhismlE(whetherBtl^as&taffed0}yKlamasH)r®zes/zaMg'),0)utBtsE<|)eculiaritylE] 
thatHlistinguishedBtMnl3hisB:omplex§-eligious0andscape:BheBtupal3)M&aint,K 
miraculous&tatues&nd&heKnaturaMiuminousBraces®>anctity&ndBefficacy0 
(o®elics,®>®acredScons,H>fl%reat®uddhist&nasters)^)revailedS)verBectarianKI 
and&thnicHlifferences.KirheHdurredBdsuaMrontier&ietweenMEelukpaEkndEM 
Chinese®uddhistBnonasteryB>nHVutaishan^)erhaps®nhanced0heH’eelingShatKI 
BuddhismKvas&ineBhoughHtsBraditionsSvere&nany.HVutaishanMvasBheBinlyK 
placeBnEhinaBvhereKMongolsHvorshippedEhineseHconsHin&largeBcale. 

GraylEiruttle®lso®rguedHhatl3heHribetan^monastic®ndSay)&lite®nd8he0 
QingKhiperiaMiteE$ManchuHndlMongol)KbrmedEiStable,BiiutuallyHupportiveK 
community , ,0'romSvhichBheHZhineseBvere&xcluded. 36 H!)n0\X A utaishan,BheseK 
elites&nayEhave0nteractedSvithEbach&ither,&speciallySiuring&he&mperors’KI 
tours, 0butHheBourcesH&secM;annotM;onfirmS)rHnvalidateShis&iypothesis3brH 
lateKQing^)eriodS:ommoners.0/isitingSemples0ifl31ifferentffiuddhistl3raditionsKI 
andKworshippingEancientSconsBioesQiotQiecessaryHentaiMnter-ethnicKandK 

inter-religiousfflialoguefiBvould&ayHhat&>efore&>eingM3cosmopolitanK3ingK] 

pilgrimageBiteWorfflevotees,HX ,r utaishan§vas[8irstK)®lMhe0holyl3esidence&>®Kl 

revered®odhisattvaKlvhereS)neHouldKhcreaseK)ne’sH r italHorceHndlSortune,HndlEI 

ensure 0 happiness 0 nHTutureH]ives.ffollowingffiadeBndKallnow[>?!i 99 i),®J>roposeK 

that&heKWutaishan^)ilgrimageKhas&l^)lurality&if&neanings,S/iewpoints&ndK 

practicesBnBvhich&galitarianism&nd&epotism,8raternity&ndB:onflict,&mitylE] 

andHivisivenessSohabited.KThe^)rejudices,&enophobial3)r,HtH)est,BhdifferenceS 

thatSareKcommonly0seenKlnowadays,KlalongKlwithlElmutua&espect,0toleranceK 

and0some&emporaryHformsK]o®;ommwm£a.s,0:ertainly0already0existed0oneK 

century&go. 37 KlverskogBnay&iaveB)verestimatedB:ulturaRxchanges&ndBhe0 

cosmopolitan®ultureS)fflhe^)ilgrimage.0vtongoMommonersBnay§\aveB:nownK 

storiesHranslatedH’romHZhineseHhat&irculatecfinHvIongolialSndHvorshippedKI 

ChineseScons,0iutMtBioes&iot&nean8hat&heyBvere0nterestedSn0nteractingK 


35® ChineseB interest® in® Tibetan® Buddhism® before® the® 1930s® may® have® been® 
underestimated,&t®least®for®:he&arly®5ing®jperioc&ndKin&ome®jplaces®kuch&sB 
Wutaishan,H5eijingHndEansu®jseeBCapsteinRoo9).® 

36® Tuttleftoo5:ch.H. 

37® Valtchinova® (2009:114)®showed®that®relations®between®pilgrims®of®different® 
religions®) r®raditions®vere®nli|>erpetual®enegotiationBml>MBulgarianl>f>ilgrimage. 



Chinese, WibetarMmdOMongoMiuddhistMrMVutaisharfilfChinaJR 


111 


withKhinese^)ilgrimsB>iSesident&nonks.ffixceptSnH:ase&ifHlanger&irHearB>flEl 
getting[3ost&ndB)ther&bove-mentioned&emporaryl2brmsH)fB:omraMmto,M 
foundSio®xampleS>f^)ilgrims®)fl31ifferent0iationalitiesBnixingSvithBachH)ther.KI 
TheH:ulturaBnd0inguistic^ap&iasSlways&xisted&)etweenl3ribetan,0VlongolB 
and®Chinese^ilgrims,&nd®even&>etweenKKalmyks®hnd 0 <horchiniavlongols,® 
TibetansffrornKAmdo&ndffrornKentraMribet.KHanffrornffihanxBancMrorn® 
GuangdongMuttleKlshowed&hatMnteractionsKbetweenSChineseSandMribetanlK] 
Buddhism®at®the®leveM)®Tionastic0:eaching®and®practice®were,Kbefore®the® 
1930 s, Hiampened0)yManguage&nd^eographical&)arriers^2OO5:chM).ffixcept§ 
forKhineseHhopkeepersSind0raders 38 BvhoBleamedSoBpeakHomeBMongolian,KI 
Mongolian-speakingKIChineseSnonksBand&omeHearnedKMongolsffiluentBn® 
TibetanH>rKhinese,Hhe&nain&ause&>®nutualBncomprehensionM)etweenHheK 
communitiesBvas 0 anguage. 39 0 n§L 9 i 2 &heSZhineseKlayl 33 uddhistK 3 ao 0 demanEl 
who&nquired&boutKhistory&nd&toriesBmKWutaishanScomplained&hatKhe® 
coulcHiotMiscussBvithKTibetaiiBlamas 

EarlyHwentieth-centuryKhinese&ources^ive&omeSnsights&inEChinese® 
judgements®of&Mongol®and®TibetanE]rnonks®and®pilgrirns®on®Wutaishan.® 
Chinese®pilgrims®and®travellers®completely®ignored®the®Tibetan®Buddhist® 
tradition.® In®Chinese®scholars’®eyes,®the®Mongols®and®Tibetans®looked® 
exotic&>ecause®bfBheir®:ostumes&nd,&bove&ll,[ 2 :heir®bstentatious&eligious® 
fervour,Qvhich&vas®abelled&s&uperstitionBn&nodernEhnti-religious®Zhina.® 
ZhangSDung^KlaKIgeographerKhndKBuddhistKlaymanKWhoSvisitedKIWutaishan® 
in§i9ii,B:riticized0VtongoBamasH’orSvhomSTionkhoodSvas&0ucrative^ob,0 
butBecognized&hatBomeE§)ious^nd&scetic®\/longols[3iid®iotHear&ufferings® 
inBheir&earch0br®iirvana.®fetl3)nBhe®iextE|)age,&ie®iescribedHhe®:epulsive® 
filthiness®i®he®Mongols®aces&nd®:lothing,&nd®vas&hockedEby&nen£<knd® 
women®who 0 nixed®nEhionks’ 0 'oorns®hnd®kat&ogether®hround®:he®:aKg®f/C® 
(heated®sleeping®platforms). 4 fl ®Describing®an®image®of®a®woman®under®a® 
bulBnd®having&exuaMntercourseBvithHt®[probably&n®mageB)f®tama),[xhe® 
explainedHhatSvhenBhe 0 Ciongnu®barbarians’®vere&xterminated&>yl 2 he®-Ian® 
dynasty,S)nlyS)ne®vornanMvas®eft&nd&he®iadMlon®vithM 3 ull,®vho®s§:he® 
ancestor®>f®he®dBdongols.®dis®lepictionB>f®heB]nonks,®vhoBlMrankBlcohol® 
and®kteBneat£|whichBlid&iot&espectBheir£|>recepts,®ksHie®inderstoodBhem),® 


38B ZhangH3unguH9ii;S3ai0vteichuRoio^i92s]:/Ma)jB,^2H 

39B ThisBvasKklsoBrueBnBheB:aseB)fBnedieval[ 3 :uropeanI>|>ilgrimages,BvhereBanguageB 
barriersBandBtheBabsenceBofBpromotionBofBculturalBexchangeBleadBtoBmutualB 
incomprehension,Bontempt&ndBheBwindlingB>fB>thersl3jSumptionM975:i92). 

40B ZhangKDungu&9ii:24-5.0-[e&iuotes&MocaMaying:B[At®Vutaishan]BiousesB)uiltB 
from^biledBocksHlloBiotBall,BnonksBltBheG$;ateBreBiorHl>ittenB>yMlogs,BamasBnBheB 
bedchamberBloBiotBrouble^)eople.’^i9ii:i7). 
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did®llegall3hings&nd£|>ossesse<®verythingl3rom®and0nd®;hopsBoSvomen,®s® 
partB>®he^eneraBnticlericaMiscourse&>®he8ime,&speciallyl3hat8argetingK 
the0amas®(Charleux 2OO2).®l®have0io®c:omparable®sources®fTom®a®Mongol® 
perspective,Snd®®:an®)nly§bxtrapolateBrom®:ontemporary®)bservationsM>ut® 
there® s®io®ioubt®:hat®:he®iifferent&thnic®:ommunities®5bserved&ach®5ther® 
with®:uriosity&nd®nterest,&ven®®t&vas®:o®iiscover®:he®3ther’s®:aults&nd® 
vices. 

RevivalH)fBheE|>ilgrimage,098()s-2()lOs 

Because®of®the®rise®of®nationalisms,®secularization,®anticlericalism,®ethnic® 
tensions® and® tourism® during® the® Republican,0 early® communist® and® 
contemporary£|>eriods,®ve®Tiust 0 )e®/eryB:areful®nB 5 ur 0 ttemptsBo®:ompare® 
the®pilgrimages®in®the®twenty-first®century®with®those®of®the®nineteenth® 
century.0X^utaishan®s®io®onger®inl3cumenical®5uddhist®ite®nSi®nulti-ethnic® 
empire.33ut®ve®\ave®io®)ther®ools®han®:omparison0nd®xtrapolation,0s®)ur® 
sources®lo®iot®elMis®vhat^bilgrims®hought,®elt®)rBxperienced. 

Wutaishan 0 s 0 iow®one®Df®the®wealthiest®Buddhist®:entres® 3 f®ChinaMn® 
June 0 oo 9 ,®t®vas®iamed 0 ®^orld®deritageKite®iy®JNESCO, 0 nd®t®-eceived® 
moreBhan®bur®nillion£J>ilgrims0nd®ourists3hat^ear,®)f®vhichBo,ooo®vere® 
foreigners. 41 ®On®this®occasion,®the®provincial®authorities®decided®to®carry® 
outBnajor®investments®to®improve®lnfrastructure®and®attract®tourists®from® 
China®knd 0 broad. 0 n® 2 oo 8 ,&he® 2 . 8 ®nillion®j 3 aying 0 'isitors®iad® 3 rought&. 4 ® 
billionl^/Mfl«^ 2 o 6 million®JS$)®nBourist®'evenues,0ccording8o^overnment® 
figures. 42 ®Since®:heir®and®tvas®:onfiscated,®:he®OChitaishan®Tionasteries®-iave® 
been&conomicallyBlependentB)nE|>ilgrims 0 ndB:ompeteB)etweenBachB)ther® 
in 0 ttractingBlonations;BheyB'un®iostelries,&sk®or 0 n&ntranceHee,®)rganize® 
a®variety®of®rituals, 43 ®and®take®subscriptions®to®support®the®building®and® 
restoratiordMlemples. 

Through®the®Han®Gelukpa®School®(which®represents®n®per®cent®of® 

the®monastic®community®and®has®appropriated®old®Chinese®Buddhist®and® 

Gelukpa®monasteries),®but®also®through®visiting®Tibetan®masters,®Tibetan® 

Buddhism^>layed 0 ®najorl^)art®ln®;he 03 uddhist®:evival®n®;he®ate 098 os. 0 n® 

i 987 ,Bhe®Tibetan®\[yingmapa®naster^ikme 0 3 untsok®also®<nown 0 s®[<Chenpo® 


41B whc.unesco.org/en/news/5230[accessedH8B\fovember&oii). 

42B Saiget^oo9BribetansHrom0ribet&ndBEhineseHromffihanxiH , rovinceHvhoBiave&B 
Buddhis®egistration^/Ms/zz)'i^'ltni!l)BloBiot^)ayHheftntranceHees. 

43 B In&oi 2 ,Bhe®huxiangsiBbrganizedBt 8 eastfibne 0 l'ituaMHlay 8 orGJ>ilgrims 8 nBummerB 
and®ip8o8ightS'ituals^ber§norning.S\BhortBituaM:ostsS,ooo^/Mfl«,HB)iggerB)ne,B 
7,ooo^'Mfl«.HnBoo6,Bwo^iilgrims8rom8nnerBMongoliafflonatecB,ooo^'Mfl«8or88 
ChineseSitual. 
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Jikpun,B 933 - 2004 ),Hvho&iad&stablishedShe&,arungffiuddhistHnstitute&iearKI 
Serthar0nKichuanl3 , rovince,0ed§hreeBhousandfflistiples[^mostM)fflhemHbeiiig0 
Chinese)Bo®Xditaishan^that&henH:ounted0essBhanBioo&nonks)M , here,KheK 
performed&itualsKof&heKGreatKPerfection&raditionBgave&nass&eachingsB 
empowerments,^ncBevealed^nd&oncealecBJuddhistBexts&ndStatues.KHeK 
offeredETibetanBtatues&oKNVutaishan&nonasteries&nd&e-consecratedSconsKl 
(Chou^on:ch.S)®omeH>f&iisKhineseHlisciples^berpetuated0hisBeachingsBtlEI 
theKhancaidong.[>JikmeB ) untsokB:ontributedBoBH-evitalizationB>fl3he0ibetanE] 
Buddhistl3raditionSin®^utaishanBndS;reated®S;ommon^roundHbrKhineseK 
andKTTibetans.KbutKhisKINyingmapalElfollowersSencounterecEsomeKbppositionKl 
fromSheBlocalKEelukpa®lergy.K)therKribetanHnastersSifflEelukpa,HkryingmapaK 
orffiimeBraditions,BivingHnKhinaH>r®broad,Such&sH)ilgo 0 <hyentse^i 9 io- 
9 i),KAkyaE(Ajia)KIRinpocheK(bM95i),0<hejokffiinpoche,&)zongsarBKhyentseH 
RinpocheK(bM 96 i)KlandlEISakyongKMiphamffiinpocheKI(b.Kli 962 ), 0 :ontributedKI 
toKre-empoweringKWutaisharBthroughSinitiationsKandE treasure-discovery,[3 
andBo&evivingBhe^ailgrimage.KFuneraryStupas&ifHribetan&nasters&iuilt&inlEI 
WutaishanKbreateBiewHpower^alaces’.EMiraculous&pparitionsKbfBvtanjushriEl 
in&he&ky,KhlongQvithlS:olouredKhaloes&ndS-ainbowKlightsSvereKkpottedlEbylEI 
crowds,&speciallyffluringHituals&nd0mtiationsE|>erformed&>yl5ikme® > untsolB 
(GermanoH 998 : 84 - 7 ).S\fewBiuminous 3 races’®ontinueBo 8 >effliscovered.KI 
ThoseHvho&eport&niracles&ndHliscover&iew&iuminousBites,Svrite&iew0 
guidebooksKlandKIpropagate&tewlElstoriesKareBChineseKBuddhistIKImonksSandIK] 
TibetanlSndHHarKhineseHhmasBvritingHhKhineseBkKribetamEMongolsBreKlioK 
longeiSuthorsH>f^)ilgrimageBlore.ff)ueSoSheSlifficult8urvivaHifl3heffiuddhistlEI 
institutionsE>fl3nner0vtongolial^owing0o0nanyMactors,0ncludingBtate®ontrol,K 
absence8)ffleincarnations8kndBleadingffigures,K)eing®utS)ffflromlEribet,Blackll)® 
monastic0/ocations,Kinicization^nd^Bural&xodus),0nner0Vlongols&nonksS 
presentlyl21o0iot^)laySinBlmportantSoleBlnMhe^lobaBevivalS)fl3'ibeto-MongolH 
BuddhismSnKZhina.HDnBX^utaishan.HheySre&iow&nuchSess&iumerousHhanlEI 
Tibetan&nonksHromBVmdoBjTibetanlSndBMongoBamasB-epresentBs^beiSentEl 
of&he&esidentB;lergy;Sn&ddition,&boulS,ooo0ribetan0amas0’romKLabrangKI 
Monastery§nl^mdoE|roH>nEf>ilgrimageHtoKXAitaishan&veryl^ear). 44 H 

AccordingHo&nyH’ield&>bservations^ 2007 ,^oo 9 ,^oio^ncMoi 2 ),HlespiteKI 

o®he^rowingBnfluence&>ffl-[anH3elukpa3amas,3heB'act8hat0nnerl3vIongolsK 

can&ommunicateSnHZhinese^ncHhe^eneraMnterest&ifBheHZhineseHnHheKI 

TibetanKBuddhistBradition,Kiribetan,0VlongoMndSrhinese^)ilgrims^enerally0 

doSiotMnix&vithEbach&ither&ndHioSiotEfehare0’oodEbnKIWutaishan. 45 0VeiledlEI 


44B Figures0betweenftoooRn(fioo7. 

45H WhileHi\aveBeenKhinese8haringBheir^)icnics8vith®achB)ther,BB\ave§ieveiSeenKI 
Chinese,Bvtongol&ndBTibetan^ilgrimsBharingBood&ndBatingBogether. 
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tensions8and8jealousy8betweenEethmcities8caused8by8religious8and8racial8 

prejudices8:an8}e8)bserved8}ehind8heBpparent8:ommwm£as8hatBtemsSrom8 

the^iilgrimsMiscourse&ndBbehaviour.ffilue&nonasteries&laimHhatHheyHifferlEI 

free8rieals&nd&heap0odgmgBo&veryE|)ilgrim,KbutfinE|)ractice8:hey0io8iot8 

acceptMTibetans8andlKMongols0nlKltheir&efectory.8Chinese8Buddhist8monks8 

typically&onsiderBhe8amas0s0mpure’Hbecause8heyEiatBhiealMnd8iave8il2Ireer8 

lifeBhanBheid 85 wn: 8 the)&re 8 iotBrae 8 Tionks’. 8 IhineseEJ>ilgrimsSlso 8 eelBhey 8 

areBIiscrimiiiatedBgainstBiecauseBribetaiisBreBxemptedBromBhe&xpensiveB 

entranceBtickets,BwhileBtheyBareBnot.BrheyBcriticizeBribetansBaiidBMongolsB 

forB>eingBgnorant,Bilthyl&iicMuperstitious.03utBheyBhowB:uriosityBowardsB 

TibetanB:ustoms&ndBometimes&pproachBribetanl^roupsB:o&xamineB:heirB 

hand-heldEJirayer-wheelsBiidBdothes.BvlostBifBheB-IanBIhinese&xamineBheB 

non-ChineseBtelaeBndBannotBdentifyBvhetherBheBcriptBsBribetan,BvlongolB 

orBvlanchu.B3utBvhenBBvlongolB)dMiribetanBeadsBinBnscriptionBloud,B-IanB 

Chinese^roup^roundKhim,&nanifest&ome&urpriseKkncBsk8iim8juestions8 

aboutBheBext. 

OnBheBother[xhand,BtheBMongolBandBribetaniaamasBcomplainBthatBtheB 

ChineseBareBracistBandBdoBnotBtryBtoBunderstandBtheirBtradition.BMongolsB 

andBTibetansB:riticizeBheBIhineseBbrB>eiiigBirst£kncMbremostBnterestedBnB 

makingBnoney:8heyll>elieveBhatBheBIhineseBircumambulateBtupasBoB)btainB 

goodBuckBnBnakingBnoney.B^MibetanBoldBneBhatSheBIhineseBoveBoBvearB 

amuletsBvithBhe^rayerBOmBwamipWmeBiwra.CBvhicMheyBLnderstandBsBheB 

wordsBallBnoneyBnBnyBtome’BnBLnglish. 46 

However, BommunicationlsBiowBacilitatedEByBheBactBhatBnanylEribetansB 
andBInnei®VlongolsBcanBspeakBChinese,BaiidBtheBmonks’BcommumtiesBareB 
lessBndBessBegregated,E|5artlyBhanksBoBheBiseB)fl3-[anB3elukpaH>uddhismB 
andBo^eneralBnterestBiyBIhineseBiiBribetaiiBSuddhism.Brhe^apBsBctuallyB 
broadeningB>etweenBheBnnerBvlongols,BvhoBiaveB>ecomeBIhineseB:itizens,B 
manyB5fBvhomBpeakBIhineseB5rBiaveBvenB>ecomeB5imcized,SiidBvlongolsB 
fromBMongolia,BforBwhomBhe^ilgrimage0s&BveryB2xpensive^ourneyl3nBaB 
foreign8ountry8heyB:onsiderBsBhostile’.B 

ButBgenerallyBspeakingBtheseBtensionsBareBplayedBdown.BandBMongolB 

pilgrims8:ontinueBoE|ourneyBoHXditaishaiiBiopingBoBxperienceBommwKz£fl.sB 

inE&nBntemationalB’ureB^andBvhereBll&thmcitiesBre&quakBndBvhereBmeB 

canB>ccasionallyBneetB > >fepalese$apanese,BCoreansKkndBvenHVesterners.B 

In8:onclusion,8W r utaishanl3s&8inique^3laceBiiBZhina,Bvhere8;he0amas8 

andBzes/7a«g8:ohabited,B>utBvithoutBealBiialogueBiiitilBheBwentiethB:entury.B 

InBtheBend,BWutaishanBwasBtheBplaceBinBChiiiaBwhereBt:heBtwoBtraditioiisB 


46B For§mutualKlcriticismsBofflTibetan§BuddhistsBandKIChineseBBuddhistsBinBtheB 
Republicanl^eriod,[See[3ruttleftoo5:70--2. 



Chinese,WibetanSincMAongoMiuddhistsSinWCutaishan^China^ 


115 


merged,Kknd&veKbbserveKkvhalSFranckSFregosiHcallsKkMynamicBjf&eligiousKI 
hybridization’,BeharacterizecBbyMa&ransgressionBjf&heHaoundariesHaetweenEl 
theS!ominant&;onfessions&hat&hakes0ip&heirS'espectiveB)rthodoxies’,Khnd0 
‘the0;reationBD®spacesKbfElporosityl33etweenB'eligious&vorlds’S(2oii:iO4)MnE 
order&o&ttract£|)ilgrirns0rorn&lifferent&thmcities,Bhe&nonasteries&daptedlK] 
their&>ffersBoHhe^>ilgrims’&ieeds,&)orrowedH'rom&ach&>thei®ndSdoptedM 
syncretic&rchitecture,&ccumulatingBcons&nd&ituals0rom0)oth&raditions.K] 
Although&hereKwasKveryffittleKcommunicationHbetweenBthe&woKclergies.K 
monasteries&dopted&imilarStrategies,SncludingBhe&ppropriation&if&ither0 
monasteries;0butSMongolKlpilgrimsKlalsoKlappropriatedKlspace0throughKllargeK 
cemeteries.KIWutaishan&villScertainlyEheverHaelong&oBjne&thnicityEbrBjneK 
religious&irder.KButMiotSll^iilgrimsSre&quaBndHheirStatusSs&hangeable.KI 
InBheHQingHtynasty,0Vlongols&nayl3haveH'iewedBXdataishanBs&n&curnenicaE] 
Buddhis®siteKwithinlElaKlmulti-ethmcKempireEInlEltheKtwenty-first0century,KI 
MongolsKfromSMongoliaKareKforeigners0inKChineseKterritory,KlwhileKInner0 
Mongols&e-appropriateKWutaishanKby&heirKlpresence,&heirKldonationsKhndlEI 
theirHemeteries.®yllheirSlonationsH)®pedficBtatuesBndHempleBlecorations,K 
theKMongolsB:ontributeBo&heHribetanizationEbfEblue&nonasteries,&ndBheKI 
Chinese, 0o0heKinicization[Mfrellowl3nonasteries. 
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BetwixtMndll>etween 

Figures\^JMmibiguit)MnWieM>ufiMulMJM 

LaMhahbazM^alandaiMPakistan) 

M 

JurgenKVasimS’REmbgen 


Introduction 

WhileBcripturak&xclusiveE&nd&igid-reformistMorms&ifffiunnfislamBeemBoK 
turnM ) akistan0ncreasinglyl8nto&HnonochromaticE3ociety§Uiminating[31iversityK] 
and0pluralism,&here0s0anl3nclusiveKand0stillEvividBiimensionB3f0everyday0 
religious^ractice 8 haMllows!)therness®ndMhe^reyShadesl 8 )®mbiguitylMilhe 0 
senseKbfflmresolvedSneaningM'husJShel’JiopularffiufHraditionsIMIheff’unjabB 
and®indhBln§eneral,BndShe®cstaticMultS)fflhe®ntinomianHaintHLaMhahbazE 
QalandarBnl^barticular,Bre3cnownl3'orSheirSolerance&i®mbiguity.KrhisBholdsK 
especiallyBrueB'orHhe&ituaMontext&ifihe^ilgrimageBo&heBaint’sBhrineHnK 
SehwanKharifl2!Sindh)BndHiboveSilHorB\isSnnual0Mr®lit.HholySnarriage’,SheKI 
festival&narkingBheSaint’sSieath^nd&nystic&inion§ l vithSaod),SvhichH)pensS 
aKbpaceB)®olerance0’or&ransgressive^5erformances0n§the^)resenceB)®heK 
Qalandai®Figure0).&,iminaMigures&i®popular&eligion’,Such&s^)eripateticK 
dervishes^known®s&jfl/a«^'s®ncBwfl/aK < g'HfsBnffiouthB\.sia),&nrapturedHnadKI 
men&ndBvomen,&sBvelBsH'ringeHndividuals&i®heSthirdl%ender’,&akeH)n 0 
importantBolesHs&ctorsIShroughoutShe&ultBndl^erformEMJmblic&longsideK] 
musicians ,HranceHlancersSndffihi‘aHlagellaiits^Frembgen^oo 8 a: 25 ,B) 6 -ioi;K 
2 oo 8 b).KITheKeventlElis 0 celebrativeKandKlspectacular,KlandKlmarkedKlbylElaKlhighlEl 
emotionalBlntensity®iH)ionysianM;haracterBnBvhich 0 heHlivineHs&xperiencedEl 
dayBndBhightBvithBlMheBenses.KI 

FollowingQ;heQ;heories0oEArnoldEvanB3ennepKan(BVictor0rurner,B;heK 

ritualEbfl^ilgrimageBncludes&he^>haseB)Miminality&vithHts&xperiencesK)flKI 

cowmM«itosSndBemporar)®bolition&if&iierarchies&mongHlevotees.Kirhis 0 s 0 

whyHhe 0 MrsB)®he^reatH 5 alandaiSaint,SvhichSsHheSargestHnHheS:ountry,H 
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JiirgerMVasimWrembgen 



FigureMM VievMiJ$>ehwanS>harifi$vitffiihd£olderWomeSj$hdi&hrineSj&dMhdhbdzM 
Qalandar. 


includingHts^3reparatory&/jflw-eBQfl/a«iiar&ites0n0 J ahore^ndB)therH;ities0 

o®heff > unjab,&epresents&MimqueBrenal 3 brffigures&>®mbiguity’BoBtep&>utE 

fromHhe&nargins&i®ocietylSndl3;o0ndulgeHnHransgressive^)erformances.0t0 

allows0holyH’ools’Bo&howBheir&ntics&nc&ccentricitiesSnS;he&mbiguous,KI 

liminalG|>eriodB>flHheH urs, Bo&ppearUnMreryBtrangeKmtfits.Hike^orSnstance.H 

aKdancingfflervishEinffiehwan&vhose^ute-madeMeevelessKIsmockKhacHbeenlE] 

embroideredSvithBhinyHabricsSndlStitchedS118)ver8vithSi&ariety3)fS:olourfulH 

beads, ^buttons, 0asselsBnd&/yefcE3rowv&s,BndBvho,HnBddition,KvasBvearingBEl 

largeSiumber&>®iecklaces.S\nother^)ilgrim&iad&iis&ilack&iair&)ack-combedK 

inSheBoweringHhapeSiMSrown.Krhus^he^layfuBomicaMndSarnivalesque.KI 

withHtsKfcharacteristicSnversions^reBanHiitegral^aartHifBhis^ierformance- 

oriented^event.KlAmbiguityiasKlalsoKlarticulatedSonKlanotheiMeveMnKISehwanKI 

and^tS)thei®ufi®hrines,&iamelyllnS:heSiomainS)f§nystic&nusic^asSvelMsH 

in&he^enre&>ffi:lassical&ocaBnusic),Bvhen,0’orSnstance,&MnaleSingeiMikeKI 

NusratS : atehSVliKhanBhe^reatH'oice®>f%amva/®ufiMnusic,^)raises8aodSnEl 

aH'emaleH'oiceBndS/iceH'ersa,SvhenH’emaleSingers,Such^sB\.bida0 3 arveen,S 

Jyoti0sTooranK)rBvtasumaBknwar,&mgBw/jyflMfl®fl/flraHnlMileep,&naM3/ocal§ 

timbre. 3 nM'act, 0 heBnodeHorBuch 0 emporaryHormsHifl%enderl 3 ransformatioiiK 

had&>eenHheS’amousBnystic^)oetl3\mir0<Chusrawl^dM325&;E),Svho®ung0’orlEI 

hisffiufi&naster,&he®aint0\Tizam&l-dInS\wliya^i236-i325&:E)H'romH)elhi,Sn0 

aHvoman’s&oice 3 ikeffl 3 iride 3 ongingHbr&ier&>ridegroom^Kugle^oio: 252 - 3 ).KI 

ThisQnodeKoMvocalQnasqueradeiKwhichKpointsSbeyondQnaleKandffemale,^ 

seems0oBndicateBn§deaBffl:omplementaryl^berfectionBchieved§hroughMhe0 

merging&>f®>pposites^!Petievich&oo8).B 

ThroughHbcusingHnHheB'ollowing&in&he&hresholdBtatus&ifBhreeH'itualK] 
agents,0thisSshort0chapterKinterrogatesSaspectsKofflotherness,KgenderKandEl 
inversionMnEladditionBtlElalsoKladdressesKItheBiebateKlaboutKForthodoxy’KandK] 
‘heterodoxy^sBhe&ccentricBieedsBif&heseBndividuals&eriouslyEfchallengeS 
theKbehaviouraBnormsBofflformalizedKscripturaMslaiTBasBpromulgatedKIbylE] 
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FigureSM EcstaticWhamaIMance8n$behwanS>harif. 

theologians . 0 fcet§hese 8 hreeffigures 8 bfflmbiguity’ 0 -®ain 0 MumtazE 3 Yli,Sayyic 0 
Amjad&tusaynffihah&ndffiabi‘aH 3 ulB-&>nBiifferent 8 )ccasionsBnKehwan&ndEl 
the&woffirst-named0nKladdition0nHLahoreKbetweenl22OO3KlandlEl2OO90nBheK 
course&>fl 3 'ieldS-esearch®inSheB;ult®iffl,aBhahbazBQalandar. 

SainHSlumtazB\li,SheSbangle-wearingHMfl/flM^’ 

RejectingBheHonventionsSndHormalismH)f§nainstreamHociety,®lervishesBnd 0 
fakirsHffiliatedBoH’ree’®f-s/zar‘SufBrdersB)rBssociatedHo®ertainBnrapturedlEI 
saints,KsuchEasKLalffihahbazKQalandar, 0 Shah 0 Husayn 0 Dria 3 arri 0 mam,&)ftenEl 
transgressK>oundariesK)®xpectedBiormsMomeHsceticsHre®hainedHollowingKI 
theKmodelKo®theKShi'aEHmamKlZayn 0 al-Abidin,Klothers 0 coverBthemselvesK 
with&sh,BvearBhe 0 dress&>®iakedness’&ir^autSDn&he^ay-coloured^)atchedKI 
frock&if&itua&lownsBttractingBcorn^ndHierisionHnMineBvithBheSdeal&i® 
theKMalamatiMwhoKItrylEltoKIconceal&heirKlspirituaBchievementsBFrembgenlEI 
2oo8a:7i-97,&33).0SomeB)fl3:hese0unrulyS’riendsB)fEGod’0iaveBnattedKhair0 
withMongBraidedSocks^thersBhaveHheiiBody&iairBi'omHhe&iair&inBheirKI 
headSo&)earcBnd&yebrowsBnd&nany&i®hemSvear0'ancyl^ewelleryBuchS 
asSfingerKlrings,KlbraceletsKlandKlanklets,Knecklaces,KearringsKetc.KIThe 01 atterKI 
attributes0ndicate§hatBE$>articular0Ka/a«g'-type,Rnarkec&ffeminate’HlnMermsK] 
of&ostume&ndBiair-doBdoptsSH’eminineB'ole&ndHhus^laysHheS'ole&ifiheK 
femaleBlover0nB\erBttachmentl3oBKufiHaintB)r0oKEod^!Frembgen&oo8a:99).K 
This&orrespondsBo&he&ranscending&ifl^enderBiivisionsKby&naleH/iowiKesKI 
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FigurdfitM SairfiMumtatf&Ali. 

re%W5i’&>ii&heirSvay&o&ainthood,SlescribedKbyfficottl3<ugle^2007:i2i)&sKI 

‘men&ecomeKaints&>yBapping 0 femimne”BjualitiesBha®re&ormallyl 3 iidden[><] 

oiSepressedHnBnenBn&nBssay&n^enderBmbiguities&ieHFurtheiSxplains: 

genderBrossing[SignifiesBhat[SBnanBakesBipBhe[8ocialBnarkersB>fBvoman:B 

toBvearBvomen’sftlothing;HoBdoptBvomen’sBpeech,Bong,Bnd^esture;HoB 

takeBjnBBvoman’sBoleBnBroticBnteractionsBbrBfevenBnISexuaIBnteractions.B 

Ir® 8 omplementaryB>utBlistinctBvay,Bnale[ 3 >ufisBnayl 8 hedBnanyB>fBheBignsB 

o®ocialBtatus,8ncluding8he^3atriarchalBtatusB)finasculinity,RsBBignB)ffl 

surrender8vithout^3erformingBheseBigns8)®urrenderBnBhe8)uter8orm8 

o®eminine%ender. 8 They 8 night 81 oBhisB)y 8 vearing 8 )utlandishly 8 :oloured 8 

clothes,BvearingBio 81 othes,BhavingBheB)eardBndBnoustache,Beaving 8 

family§knd§kscribedBtatus,B>rBnvitmgB:ondemnation&ndB>lame.B 

8 (I<ugleffi 010 : 251 ). 

One&>®heseH’ree-thinking,&>ften^3eripatetic&ioly&nen0sKainKMumtazKI 
‘AlI,&vhomS0irst&netSnB3ctoberS2oo43r&SnakeshiftSent&)ppositeSDataH 
DarbarSnKLahore&ndSubsequentlyBiurmgBhe 0 Mrs&i®heS 5 alandar®aintSnEl 
SehwanKharif!^Figure^). 0 -IeBvasSnSiisH'orties,Bvearing®un^lasses,&Blark- 
brownHZhitraliH;apSnd&Mong,&)rown&ndHlowing^armentHvithffl^ellowishEl 
shawl, BhisKgreyShair 0 shoulder-lengthKandHhisSfullHbeardSwel&rimmedEInK 
additionBoffingerHings^nBiisBightHhand.MiecklaceKbfioseEjbetals.BISiecklaceH 
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withS^)endantBhowingBnKlconicBlmage 0 )fl 3 heH 2 alandarHncBHtringS)ffl>eadsKI 
on&iis&ightMipper&rm,&ieBvasSvearing^0arge0iumber&ifl%lass&)angles&in0 
bothMvristsS>ecause&®hese 0 atter^ccessories£he 0 :ameBoEbe 0 mownH>y&iis 0 
dervishBiicknameK(/fl^fl&)&va«^'a«-wa/fl&vhichSiiffi > unjab&neansHsomeoneK 
wearingSjangles.Hde&onfessedHhat&ie&iad&een&nesmerized&iyBheff’unjabiKl 
folk&ingerl 3 \ri®,ohar’s&ongSW r fl«^'fl«’BvhichBalksKhbout&elling&>angles&tEl 
theBhrine&>®heffiufi8aintH)ataMaanjffiakhshHnH J ahore.KirheBbangle-wearmgKI 
ma/aw^’sHiwnBpecialityllvasHheSheatricaMnc&ighly&motional^berformanceK 
o®inging^fl/flK^n'Songs,&s 8 velMs 0 blkSongs,BbcusedB)n 3 oveBaitil&ieSvasH 
so&novedShatBieBvept 3 ong,^)assionatel)Sndl 3 oudly§-BiiBspectS)ffl)ehaviourKI 
clearlyBssociatedBvithSvomen,HiutS)ffl;ourseBlsoSvith8he0-itualSnouriiingH>fEl 
Shi' aBlnSheBnonthHifHvIuharram. 

Ma/a«gsBuchBsKainEMumtaz[?AliEholdBnBmbiguous[>jbositionHnHHloubleK 
sensei&inHheSocialHevelHheylSre&nenHivingBnHhe&nale-dominatedEpublic’KI 
sphere;^et&s&;elibate&scetics&hey&xist&)utsideBheSnormar&odalQvorld,K 
whichlElmeans&iiametricallySDpposed&oKlthe&vorldKbflEfamiliesKlandKlwomen.KI 
Nevertheless,HasSnentionedEabove,&naleBiervishes&)fteiiBadorn&hemselvesK 
withHypicallyH’emale®ccessories&ndBocial&narkers,Huch®s^lass&>anglesHnKl 
case&>®heKain,B)r&itherwiseBheyBiress0ike&narriedSvomen.0rhus,&inS;heK 
spirituaMevel,&heylSre&nale®eekers&iM 3 ocfivhoS;ross-dress&s 0 true&)rides’KI 
(saiii 2 KsM/ 2 d^'fl«)KlofflAllahK(FrembgenKl 20 o 8 a:ioo-i;KcfM<ugleKl 2007 : 2 o 8 - 9 ).K 
WithinS;heKouthKAsianEbonceptB)®bride&nysticism’&naleSlervishes&ry&oKI 
‘approximate’ 8 heHemale%enderl 3 nBirderl 3 o 3 'ulfiMhisBnvertedHole®sMbrideK 
ofBEod’Svho^earnsBloBbeHinitedSvithlSierBbeloved.H 

The&nostHamous&xamples&>®ufisSvho 0 ransgressedl%ender&)oundariesK 
andfflancedMn&bandonmentHvearingSvomen’sB;lothesSnd 0 )angles&re 0 VlusalEI 
SadaKohag^dS449S:E),SvhoHlancedSnHhisBvayH)efore&heHomb&ifl3NrizamK 
al-dinB\wliya^FrembgenE!2oo8a:ioo-i;0'CugleS2oio:254-5),&ndKBullheKBhahS 
(i68o-i7520CE),KlwhoKlappearedKllikeKla&ransvestite0nlElfront0DfBhisKlspirituallEI 
masterKand 0 exclaimed:K‘I®I 0 woul(EbecomeKlaKdancingKgii®[o®theKKanjarK 
caste], &ny&ionourHvouldSiotMiimiiiish, 3 et&ne&ppease^ou 8 hroughHlancing.’KI 
(Frembgen§2oo6:iO5-2O7).E\nother,0esserM<nownB;ase0nffiufiKhagiographylEl 
isBheSaintKainKaheliKarkar^nineteenthH:entury),SvhoseShrineSsSituatedKI 
neai®Vtuzaffarabad^AzadKashmir). 0 tMs&aidBhat&iisSvhole&ttireBvas&eryH 
feminine&ncBhatKheBrsecHo&vearEhlElotEbMlower^arlands.KIHisSiicknameK 
SahelHneansHemaleI3nend,BnSquivalent0)flSw/2agWMK!bride).E] 

SayyidBVmjadSdusaynSihah,8he01<ingS)fHhe8'attling81ancing3)eir^ 

AJ^eculiarityEbfBheBcultKbfELaKhahbazKQalandaiMsBo&ttract^eopleSvhoKI 

areH)therwise^)ositionedS)nMhe8ringesS)®nainstreamBocietyBuch^sS:/zMsreB 

orBji)Ve0]pluralSDf®:/2MsraB)r®zi)'ra),&hat0s&o&ay&:ross-dressingKbffeminateKI 
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FigurdMH SayyicMimjadM-IusayrMhah. 

people 3 >®heBo-called 3 third£|ender) 3 ncludingBranssexuals,hermaphrodites,S 
eunuchshnd 3 ransvestites.h)ressedBsSemales 3 heyEf>layhTiportanthuspiciousS 
rolesSduringSritualsSofStransitionSandSregenerationS (birth ,S circumcision,S 
marriage),SwhereStheySdanceSandSensureSvirilitySthrough^esturesSusingSaS 
vulgarSanguageHndMherebylStimulatingBlheSexuaBnergySbfShehitaMfeKIorce.S 
DancingS nhbandonmenthiimself, 35 1 alandarSshbviouslyhh eh ufihaintSovedS 
mosthyh/iMsrehshrelBs^rofessionaMancing[|;irlshncfJ>rostitutesM , hus,[ 3 heS 
communityBiflS:/7Msre8naintainsS-SllegedlylSinceSheSimeS)fflheir^)atronHaintS 
LaBhahbazh^alandaiBimselfhhshwnlpigzrowRflhera/jhrScamphfHakirs’S 
irBehwanKharihhhichHshnownhsSC/iaiiraMlpzhiar/zz.SrhisSargehompoundS 
serveshshhneeting^lacehorhlBheh/iwsrehifKPakistanSvhohisitHhehaint’sS 
shrinehluringBhehnnualE|>ilgrimage.SVs3\mira,hho-Boh5-year-oldBesidentS 
/:/?MsreHnShisSmr/2zBoldhieSnK)ctoberhoo9,Hhehldershfl3heirhommunityS 
wouldl^ointhutKhath/jwsrehacBvenHbeenBhe^uardianshfflheHaint’sBombHInS 
earlierSlays.S< 7 jMsre,SvhoSireKksuallyl 2 iornSisSnalesSindl 3 reS)nlyl 3 hSare®asesS)fS 
uncertain^ender,KonsiderShemselvesHsSakirsS)rBsceticsSvhoS\aveSacrificedS 
theirSDwnhexuaMulfilmenthnd&egenerative^aowersS’or&heSDthers’SJPfefferS 
i995:35)BVshhequentlyhbservedSnH>indhhndShe® > unjab,ShoseB:/zM.sreSvhoS 
forhomeheasonhrehorcedSohvehutsidehhera/jhftenHurnSntoSvanderingS 
dervishesSorSresidentSfakirs,SdisplayingSfemaleSattireSandSdemeanour,SatSaS 
shrine.KTheSambiguitySofStheirSgenderSandlx^hysicaBappearanceSsometimesS 
becomeshtrikinglyhibviousBorSnstanceSn&hehombinationEbfEhKlong^reyS 
beardBvithSheSvearinghB^oldenSadies’handbag.B 


18 TheSaseB>ffllbrahImH : aqirHtH 5 hit®hahB)rBheHlate®iblBahib^Baba®irai)§vhoHlivecH 
inHvtiani^raveyardSnhahore. 
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AtH5alandar’sSMrsBnK)ctobei&oo30&netB^roup&iM'/jM5re®t8heBhrineKI 
who®ameB’romSheff > unjabBnd0\adBssembledBroundHheir^oung^)ir,Kayyid0 
Amjad0dusaynKBhahHrohranwali0SarkarEl(bfl978),&vhom&heylEteverentiallylEI 
and[MfectionatelyH;alled&a<is/?d/jSrking’MFigureKi.). 2 BXdth&ienna-dyed 0 ongK 
hair,BdarkBnoustache,Khl 3 ’ancy&mbroideredB:ap, 0 )anglesE<hndBtecklaces,BheK 
coquettishly&miling, 0 soft-spokenB\mjad 0 -IusaynSappearedl 3 ;offitEwellSwithK 
his®:/7M5re0:ompanions,Klwho0:oquettishlyl3aughedKlaboutKltheirK^ender-roleKI 
reversals.ffearsBlater,HluringHheS/zflm-eKQa/a«(iflHlelebratedH)nMBVugustHoo9KI 
atSheB/[oonBkIarketShBkllamaHlqbaMbwn/Lahore,MawS\.mjadBHusaynSigain,S 
whoSvas^oyfully&alledHinHheBtageSipon&iisSrrivaMndBheii^arlanded&ndKI 
honouredSo^oinHn&inging^H^asffiflH'orHmam&dusayn.S’eopleSnHhe&rowdS 
exchanged 0 smiling 0 glances, 0 some 0 boisterouslyEcelebratingBhis 0 appearance.KI 
When0BskedBBoupleB)fi>ystanders,Bheyl8ierogatorily§l:alledBtimBheBpii&>® 
theR/7M5re^nd^)rostitutes’,&)ut&ddedBhat&heyBvould&espectEhim&>ecauseKI 
oMiis&>eing&KayyidMCeepingBhis&mbiguous&emarkSn&nind,K[H;oiitinuedK 
observingHhis&nysteriousffigure,&eflecting&ni&iis&oleHvithin&heB;ult&ifELalKI 
ShahbazBQalandar&ndBaterBharingBrryBhoughtsBvitMJ’akistaiiiSriends.KInE] 
ourBjpimonKheBepresentsBheBqualitiesBDfKbeingBoftBgentleBandBneek.Khc® 
doubtB\avingB 0 'emaleBoul,Hhus^)erfectlyMittingHoHheHliminaMharacterll)fSheK 
QalandarKult,KhHvhichl>oundariesHreK>lurredHndllranscendedMeBesembledKI 
Hermes,Bhe[^ingedBnessengerB)fEeus,Bvho,HnBheBvordsB>fH)urreBVhmed® 
‘wasBonsideredBMnediator, peacemaker, BndBtoodBorBonciliation,Bolerance,K] 
peace®i994:^7)i><I Addition,BVmjacIHusaynBeemsBcMiicorporateBhe&ase® 
funBncf|oyl2)flifeBvhicMf)ermeatesBhisBdbrant,B:olourfuMult.B-[isHlressBndK] 
transgenderB>ehaviourBreBlsoBtronglyB-eminiscentB>®heE|>layfulnessB>®heK 
ecstaticBaintKhahBdusaynH’romKLahore,BvhoBisedBheBlimensionBif^5layBsKI 
anBlternativeBoBheBsceticismB)fB)therKufisBndBoBheBigourBi®heologians,KI 
therebyBchallengingQ'ituaMormalityB(KugleB2007:20o,B204).BAmjad’sBag r flM 
C/jay/zflnK/jfl/jB-BKingBifiheBattlingHlancingBbeirB-BpecificallyBefersBoBheKI 
soundB)f&he^M«grMsK(rattlingBdancingE<bells)BvhichBare 03 oundBaroimcBhisK] 
calves.H?MK < gTMsBreBlsoBBnarker 0 ’orBong-haired,BnaleBranceBlancersBvhoKI 
slipHntoBheBoleBMemaleHlevoteesBeneratingKGod. 

OnBfouTubeB>neffindsBeveraBlide-showsBiploadedHnBpringBoi2BvithlEI 

pictures&>®\.mjad 0 -Iusayn,BvhoB)elongsBo&Baintlyl 3 ’amilyH'romKPhularwanEl 

near 0 SargodhaBnEICentralKlPunjab.Krrhese 0 picturesBshowBtheKlyoung,KlmildlylEI 

smilingBaintflionouredByBlevoteesBitBhrinesBrl^rocessions.BdeSIsBlepictedBlnEl 

ArabBrBedH 2 alandar 0 ressBidingHBamel,HbutMlsoMJ>rivateBettings®nBomeK 

casesffl:BbS)bviousBhatl 3 iisBkinHbB)leached,BlipsSreBeddened§vith 8 l 31 ittleBougeS 


2B SayyidBVmjadKBadshahS;omesHrom 0 VlandiH , hularwan,&&malHown 0 nKDistrictKI 
Sargodha. 
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FigureSSM Rabi'aBGul. 

on&iis&heeks, 0 ong&iaiiMsH:olouredSvith&ienna,&noustacheSsSvelMrimmedKI 

and8hatflheBlsSvearing^lewellery,SiraceletsBndB-ings. 

Rabi‘a8jul,ahe&nrapturedH:onductorS)fHranceHlanceS 

MasiMsSaKIpolyvalentEltermKIinKISouthKIAsiaKImainlylEldenotingKIanKlemotionalKI 
passionBDfEldivine&aptureKandKbewildermentHbetween&ationalityHandBholyS 
folly. ®ThusW>|>ersonBvhoBs®ntoxicated’&ndBmad’BvitMloveB)fSGodBsB:alled8 
w7«sfflKflSnBheS;aseH)fffl3nale^ndSi7flsfflKiSnHheH:aseS)MHemale.Hrheyl^re0 
pei&eBransgressorsBand 01 outersBoflEboundaries.BrheBdancing&,alBShahbaz 0 
QalandarBiimseMs&onsideredBBnodeM>f&mbodying&cstasy,HbrB>ne8>f&iisK] 
Persian^boems®>pensBvithSheHlineBjfly(ianflw^ , fl/a«iiflraiwHwastewB-KlIBmB§ 
HaydarB dervish), 8 H))alandai\H 8 mBntoxicated’.[lDften[ 3 :heBmpriiitB>ffl-aptureK 
isS^)ermanentH)ne,Blendering8he^)ersonHlnBiuestion8ntoSn&cstatic8node8)® 
life,8ontinuously8n88tate8)®iminality® 

TheBasternMourtyardB®heEQalandar’sBhrineBhBehwanBharifIlsHheE 3 nair® 

rituaMrenal 3 br 8 heHlailyB>erforrnanceB>fBheBlevo 1 :iona®ranceHlanceBcnownlE] 

asBi/7amfl/MtMsBaB3acred&paceKbrBdervishes,BexperiencedBi/Mmd®iancers0 

andfflevotees,Bvho 811 ^oir®nBhisBiance&sMi:elebrative 0 brmB)fflnteractionK] 

with 8 heir 8 )eloved 8 aint,BsBvelMs 8 or 8 he^)ilgrimsBvhoBvatchl 3 his 8 pectacular 8 

performance8Figure8).BJnconventionalBnystics,8nen8ndBvomen,Begularly8 


3® OnHMasfi8eeffrembgen&oo8b:i56-8. 
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FigureSB RabfaSSul. 

make8heiiSppearanceHnShisBitualH:ontext,SvearingB’antastic&ostumes®ndlEI 
equippedEvithKinusuaBccessoriesfflemonstrating&emarkableBcreativity&ndE] 
otherness,Bhereby§kttractingBhe&yesB>®heB)nlookers.B\.mongBheseBtrangeB 
individualsHBlso&iappenSo®>bserveBnBDctobeiSoo9®nd&gainSnH)ecember0 
2onffiabi‘aMauMvlastam,&n0enraptured’Bady§kndB:onductorB>fBranceHlanceB 
(FiguresB&ncR) 

ComparedHo^)revious^l r ears,SheH)rganisersH)fShe0ail)M/2i2Wi2®egregatedEl 

theHlancingBnen,8heBeatedBnaleBpectatorsEfoncBheBargeE|'roup8>fl8iancingB 

and^ossessedBvomen8vithBheirBamiliesBnoreBtrictlyBrom®achB)ther,BisingB 

longBopesBtretchedl8hroughBheB:ourtyard.®ut,8narkingBheirBpeciafltatus,B 

the 3 ewHlervishes£|>ositionedBhemselves&sBisuall 3 nl 8 ront 8 >fllheBnaleBlancersB 

segregatedBromBhemB>yBheBope.BrheyEf>erformed8sBartists’BndBattractors!B 

The&traightBaisleBnIMieBmiddleBof&heBcourtyardBallowedBaccessBfrorn&heB 

eastern^ateBoSheBaint’sBnausoleum.Brhefflow&ifMbsitorsBhroughBhis&isleB 

shouldHdeally®)e®onstant0indHmooth,K)utl2>ecauseKifSheSpectaculaiMancing0 

on3)othHides,8hisHlowSvasS)ftenM)locked33yl3:urious&inlookers.K)uringB’ourKI 

consecutive0aysHhlS)ctober8oo9EB>bservedBBKarfa«zBvhoBlwaysEf>ositionecI<] 

herselMvithinHhe&isle^ut&ery&loseBoBheSpectacularHiancingHiervishes.KI 

WhenBBaterBalkedBoBlabi'affiuMMMeaBtaIbBBarneBoBcnowBhatBheBvasBnB 

her®arly 8 hirtiesBndB)riginally 8 :ame 8 rom 0 !Cotri, 8 iear 8 -[yderabad/Sindh.ffivery 8 

dayBhisBelf-confidant,B>utBomewhatBvyperBndBestlessBvomanBvouldBvearBB 

new 8 oberfflress,Bither 8 nB)lack, 8 )lue 8 )rl 8 ome 8 )therl 3 :olourBndl 3 iesign, 8 ilways 8 
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in®ombinationSvithBH>asebalHap.BtandingSimbiguouslyl 3 hSheHisleK>etweenlEI 

theBnen’s&ndBheBvomen’s&ompartments&utBdoserBoBheHiervishes&ncB 

oftenBioldingBheBopeBvith§bneBiandBheBcstaticallyBvavedBvith§bneKkrm§bifl 

withB>oth,BonductingBheKlancersBndHlirectingBhemBoBheBaint’sBomb.BY® 

timesHhe 8 ventKliitoBranceB\erself, 8 noving 0 ierH>odyBndB\erHvildS)penSiairl 3 oKI 

theShythm 8 )fShefflrums,SurroundedB)yl 2 nale 8 pectatorsBln 8 heSisle.KrhenlSheH 

wentHbackKoHherBvaving,Bhereb)BpurringB>n[SndEI:onductingBhe®lancers;BierK] 

movements&ccompaniedH)y&cstatic&xclamationsBucl®sBl//d/2BoBjd/BA/B 

waris,WiasMMnasM)MAli$Ali,tya^AlMiaidriM:mrrMim<M.<M.\meWL\<M>c2Lre<M 

peopleB>fMromBheBisle,BryingBoBceepHtB’reeHromB>nlookers,Bhus 3 ulfillingK] 

theBunctionB>®Bteward.GLikewise,BheBmptiedHlustbinsBtl 3 heBhrine.£LaterK 

onHBvatchedBrer^rippingBnenKbyBheir&rrmBlappingBhemBjnBheirlEbaclB 

andBalkingBoBhem,BhusBransgressingB:heBnoral[ 3 )oundariesB>fE|>atriarchaB 

normsBoncerningBemaleBnodestyBndBlomesticity.BVhileBierBiehaviourlSvasKI 

straightforwardBndBnale-like,BierBppearanceBvasBhatB>fMJemaleHbeauty.BnK 

DecemberBoiiBterUfoehaviourBvasBomewhatBestrainedBncBessBpectacularK] 

thanMfrearft>efore®lthoughBontinuingBierBvavingBnovementsBvithBterBtaiiB 

open,BheBiowM:overedBierB)reastsBvithffl^litteringBhawlBhatBhe^tBimesH 

pullecBipBoBterByes 

Conclusion 

TheBbove-portrayedBiguresB>®mbiguityB[uestionBndBhallengeBheBxistingKI 
patriarchal-rational^ order,0 counteiBrestrictiveK and® puristE behaviour, 0 andE 
crossBioundariesBiMheBociallyHiefined^enderHiivideBnBirderBo^etBloserKI 
toEM&acred^ower.BThroughBheirBnversiorBoflBustomaryl^enderBolesBheyH 
displayBurrenderBndBlevotion^Kugle^oio:25i-3).KirheirBinusualH)ehaviourK 
alsoB;reatesKlsubjective&eflexivitylElamongB)thers,Klwho 0 areB:onfrontedKlwithKI 
othernessSandKin-betweenness.SLivingKoutsideKo® conformity, 0 ‘figuresKlo® 
ambiguity Mrequently&ppearKhtKliminalKbpacesKbuchKhsffiufiEkhrinesMnBheK 
FoucaultHerms,HheBattei®reBomethingffikeBounter-sites,BBindH)®ffectivelyS 
enactedBtopiaHnBvhichMheBeaBitesBIMheKbtherBleaBitesBhatBanHbeHfoundS 
withinBheBulture^reBimultaneouslyBepresented,Contested,BndBnverted’Kl 
(FoucaultBL986:24).BrheKlpermanentElplacementlEb®hese0personsBnKlaKlstateK 
oMiminalityHandKItheir&xtraordinaryBransgressiveEperformancesKatBituallyS 
framedKeventsStakingSplaceKlatlEltheseKshrinesKIdemonstrateKItheHenormousKI 
potentialBDfBthe 0 Z)ionysiarBcult 0 DfELalSShahbazB 5 a l an darKltoKaccommodateK 
difference,B>therness&nd^)aradox,BoBncludeBheB’eminine&ndBhusBoBleaB 
with[>fcomplexity&nd^lurality.BXdthinBheB:ontextB>fB:hisB:ult,Higures[><kuclB 
asBheB>angle-wearingBwfl/fl«^,Bhe 0 kingBi®heBattlingBlancingB>eH®ncB;heKI 
enrapturedB’emaleBonductor&iMranceBiance^iroveBhe^DotentiaMorB'evol® 
andKexperimen®embeddedKlinKltheBverylElambiguit}BtheylElliveKandKexpress.KI 
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TransformingSheir^endeiSheyBlmostBeemBo^bersonifyBmbiguity.BtSiasBoB 
be®mphasizedBhat§kmbiguitySsE|;enerallyBuppressedElnd&ven&liminatedBnB 
‘civilizedSociety’BndBn 3 ) akistaniBnEf>articular,BvhereBheBlominantSbsolu 1 :istB 
mindsets sSmpregnatedBaySliteralizedSnonotheisticBdealsBDfSnorality’BandB 
‘modernB-teroicB:onsciousness’BvithBtsBnherent&xclusivistBio1:ionsB^ AhmedB 
i994:29-3i;Szf.SDiamondSi976:Si09,Si58).SrhisSLsStheS:easonSwhySfiguresSDfS 
ambiguityBuchSsShose^)ortrayedSiereBreSncreasinglyShreatenedS)ySslamicS 
reformismBndBadicalism.SsTevertheless,SheS 5 alandarS:ultSeemsHoSeflectSnS 
age-oldSocaHraditionS)®mbiguitySvhich&nshrinesS;heSdeaB)fSmcertaintyS 
aboutSheSiivine.S 
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Ethnic8nd8eligious81iversityl8reHentraMharacteristics8)f8heE|>artM>fl8Ysia8hat8 
was8:alled8High8Ysia’8Wawteffl.s/e)8>yl3he8 : renchBxplorers8)fl8he[3iineteenth8 
and8wentieth®enturies,Hnl&reaMhat8ncluded8Ientral8Vsia,ffiasternl3urkistan,8 
Mongolia8and8Tibet.8High8Asia8is8actually8the8place8where8the8Chinese,8 
Turko-MongoMndH > ersian8:ivilizations8net.8tMvas£&t0ralas,8riMvhatMsBoday8 
Kyrgyzstan,Bk#5i,8hatHhe8Chinese®xpansionl3o8heHVest§vasStoppedKiyl3heS 
Arabs.0'he^)opulationsBstablished8nMhisBreaBre8n8najority0 , urkic,8/Iongol8 
and8Tibetan,8vithMPersian-speaking^roup8iving8nHhe0 3 amir&anges,8iear8 
Afghanistanfi'heKeligionsMihisBrealSreE3iumerous:8hamamsm|Mamcheism,8 
Nestorian8Zhristiamty,ffioroastrianismE&nd83uddhisml8iominated8heBegionlKI 
until8the8coming8of8Islam8in8eighth8century.8Thereafter,8Islam8gradually8 
imposed0tselfEhs&he&nain&eligionBn8Central8AsiaKhndlEEastern8rurkistan.8 
Shamanism8ias8ontinued8o&xist,8hough8nHhe8orm8iM8iybridHnovementEl 
(Islamized8hamanism)8hatSombinesHMuslim8ind8hamanicSldeas8ind8ituals.8 
BuddhismBesistedHslam8n8ribet&nd8vtongolia,8iueBoHhe^)rotection8ifl3he8 
Himalayas8nBheH’ormer&rea&ncBi®he81esert8n8;he8atter.8rhe8iumerous8 
conflicts8)etween0slam&ndKBuddhism8n8he®rea&iave,&iowever,^)ermitted8 
many8culturalElexchangesKbetween&he0wc&eligions,0ncluding8the0:ransfer8 
offl<nowledge&ndBeligious^)ractices,8egendsSnd&>eliefs.0rhis&xplainsBvhy8 
ancient8cults8and,8particularly,8Buddhist0egendsKhave8survivedKlto8this8daylEI 
inside8ome8;urrents8i®rentral8\sian0slam,&speciallyl8n^)opular8slam,&.g.8 
inBaint&eneration.SslamizedBhamamsmBndSomb&eneration. 
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FigureMS ThMMuztaghEAtaSMountairMas&een^rorrMth^LakMLittl^QarakuMirM 
Tajikistan,M012Sj<sMT.W.arcone). 


Ourf ubjectfiereKsf fnountainfalledShelxMuztaghfda^'fatherfxbMce- 
mountains’),f nef fihe&nostMmpressiveHnHhefamir&angedKirhis&nountainK] 
stretchesf ver&hef utonomous 0 Cyrgyz&iistrict 0 (oWast)Kbfl 3 <dzil-suf nd&heK 
autonomousfhjikf ountyl^«a/nye)f Mhshkurganjf oth 0 n®Cinjiang,&iotl 3 arK] 
from®ae®altistarMistrictl 3 nll > akistan,f rBromf addakhfrHLittleffibetHhHIndiaB 
The 0 vluztagh 0 \ta&angeSsH;omposed&ifBwenty-one^laciers,&mongBvhich,KI 
accordingBofflaef wedishf xplorer®>venEHedin,&heBTagarmaE|)eak^TaghmngK 
BashfccordingBof orsyth,&>rKTaghdumbash[ 3 -Khead&>f&he&nouiitain’)KsBheK 
highest^lHedinH895:353)SjFigure0)E 

TheBK 4 uztaghSktaSangeBlsKlvorthyS)fS)urBhterestMorSitSleast 8 hreeBeasons:S 
first,BnoreBhanflsewhereSnfiighERsiafhisElilace&nay&e^udgedSBeligiousK] 
melting^ot,f raversing&hef>orderKbetween 03 uddhismf ndl 3 slarn,&vith&he 0 
formerf avingBherefiarryf otablesSitiesSnBheSreaHlipBoBhefighth&entury.H 
Thelfrajorfuddhistfity,Kustanai Khotan),BituatedftBheBbot&>fl 3 he&aiige,K] 
hadHseveraMarge0monasticKconvents0andKlnumerousKlmausoleumsS(sfM/3a)KI 
(Baileyf97i;furi&987) furthermore,&he&nountainousE|>arts&>f&hisSreafreK 
populatedKhowadaysKbyf ffurkishf peakingHpopulation,&hef<yrgyz,fvhoseK 


lB Mud&Mce$taghE= &nountain;SjtaBbBfather.H 0 ise 0 hefform 0 VluztaghB[Muztagh)B 
mentionedBinBtwoBPersianBmanuscriptsBofBsixteenthBandBseventeenthBcentury:B 
‘Mudhtagh’BnBMirKhaMl-DlnHICatibBbn-iBMawlanaKQadBhahBICuchakBil-YarkandlB 
i778:Bol.B28v.;[SndBMuztaghBnBYkimushkinBooi:io2.BVlso,Bhe[>|>opular[3pellingsB 
‘Mous-tagh’BndBMustagh’[fireBoundBnl 3 everalBraveloguesBnBiineteenthB:entury. 
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IslamSsSmpregnatedBvith&nimistid&ncMhamamc&lementsfin&eventeenthlKI 
and&ighteenthH:enturies,Bhe&ituationBvasH:onsiderecMinacceptable0)y§theK 
Muslim&overeignsBn&heKheighbouringSoases&tffi'arkandEhndKKhotam&ndS 
severalScampaignsSofElIslamization,SthoughSunsuccessful,SwereSlaunchedS 
againstHhe0Cyrgyz^Fletcher&995;0 3 apas^oo5).Kecond,SnBhe0VtuztaghS\.taKI 
range&xistsE&nSmusual&eligious®yncretism,&sBeenSnBomeSegends,SvhichS 
mixesfiheHTurko-MongoM:ult&>fBiivimzed&nountains,&he 0 -{indu,KBuddhistS 
andSv!azdean0>eliefflnM<hiddenSdyllicSdngdom,[>&ndBheSvluslimB:ult&>®heS 
saint§tombsS(raa;Zflr). 0 rhird,StheSmajorScharacteristicSofStheSMuztaghMA.taS 
isSthatfitheSwholeSmountainSwas&egardedSasKhlKIBuddhistSsanctuarySbeforeS 
becoming^ nHhe&ourseSjfBime&SvluslimBhrine.Srhe&areSegends&boutBheS 
place, ®ollectedHbyBKhinese®uddhistEf>ilgrim 0 nl 3 ixthll>rKeventhEtentury,HndS 
then,BbySVesternl 3 ravellers®n(fixplorersStHheBndS)fl 3 he 8 iineteenth®enturyS 
andK>ySocaHolkloristsShHheK>eginningS)fSheHwentieth,^)rovideKlisSvithSomeS 
informationMBvouldSikeSoBnalyseSiere. 

TheEMuztaghBVtaSnffiuddhistiegends 

InHixthK)rSeventhHenturySheKChinese®uddhistBnonkSCuanzhang,BinB\isBvayS 
toSndia,Collected® nBncientSkndSnterestingSegend&oncemingSheBvluztaghS 
Ata.KThe8nountainBvasSituated,BccordingSoShisSraveller,8vestS)fMheS:ityS)fS 
Wu-sha,BvhichS;orrespondsSvithSheB)asesSifSi r arkancHndS<larghalik,Bvest®ifS 
I<hotanSISteinS907,S , ol.S:44-6). 

TwoBiundredBiB>rBoBoBheBvestB>fBhe 0 :ityl 5 ofHX' r u-sha]BveB:omeBo[S[>|reatB 

mountain.lffhisBnountainBs 0 :overedBvithB>rood 8 igBrapours,BvhichBiangB 

likeB:loudsBboveBheBocks.Brhe 0 :ragsBiseB>neBlboveBtnother,Bnd[SeemBsB 

ifiboutBoBallMvhereBheyBreBuspended.BDnBheBnountainBopBsISrectedB 

aBfM/jflB)fflBvonderfuMndBnysterious 0 :haracter.BrhisBsBheB)ldBtory:B-B 

Many&enturiesBgoBhisBnountainBuddenlyB>pened;BnBheBniddleBvasB 

seenHH 3 hikshu^BuddhistBnonk],BvithB:lose<Byes,Bitting;BiisB)odyBvasB)fB 

giganticBtatureBndBiisBormBvasBlriedBipjBusBiairBleSbendedBowBmBhisB 

shouldersBnd®nshroudedBiisBace.B\BiunterBiavingB:aughtBightB)fBhimB 

toldBheBdng.BrheBcingBn^ersonBentBoBeeBiimBndBo^ayBiimBiomage.B 

AllBheBnenB)fBheBownB:ameBpontaneouslyBoB)urnBncenseBndB)ffeiBI 

flowersBsBeligionsBributeBoBiim.BThenBheBdnglSaid.BWhatBnanBsBhisB)® 

such%reatBtature?’BThenBhereBvasBB 3 hikshuBvhoBaidBnBeply,BThisBnanKI 

withBiisBiairBlescendingB)verBiisBhouldersBndB:ladBnSBras/2flyfl%armentB 

[monl<B:oat]BsRnBVrhatBvhoBiasBnteredBheBflWfl(i/ji^contemplation]B 

which^3roducesBxtinctionB>fBnind.BrhoseBvhoBnterBhisBcindB>®flmflrf/2iBI 

haveBoBiwaitBB:ertainB;ignalG$orGjberiod];BiomeBvayBhatBfBheyBiearBheB 

soundB)fBhe^/ia«fffl^bell]BheyHwake;B)thers,BfflheyBeeBheBhiningB)fflheB 
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son,BhenBhisBsBISignalBorBhemBo[>lrouseBhemselvesBromBheir[Scstasy;B 

inBhe&bsenceB>fBuchBignal,BheyB , estBmmovedBndBiuiet,BvhilstBhe^)owerB 

ofBheirBcstasy&eepsBheirBjodiesBromBlestruction.HVhenBheyBomeBromB 

theirBranceBfterBheirBongBast,BheB>odyB>ughtBoB>eBvellBubbedBvithB>ilB 

andBheBimbsBnadeBuppleBvithBoftBpplicationBfterBhisBhe^/jflwtaBnayBieB 

soundedBoBestoreBheBnind^3lungedBnBflm«(i/2/.’BrheB:ingBaid,BLetBtB)eB 

done,’BndBhenBieBoundedBhe%ong. 

ScarcelyBiadBheBoundBliedBwayBmtBheBkrhat.BecognisingBheB 
signal, BookingBlownB)nBhemBromB)nBiighBorBBongBime,BtBengthB aid, 8 
‘WhatBreaturesBreBlouBvithBormsBoBmalMndBnean.BlothedBvithBjrownB 
robes?’ 8 rhey&nswered,BWeBreB 3 hikshus!’B-leBaid,B\ndBvhereBLOwBlwellsB 
myBnaster, 0 CasyapaBrathagata?’ 8 rheyB'eplied,BHeBiasBnteredBhe%reatB 
«irva«aBorBBongBime^)ast.’BdavingBieardBhis,BieBhutBiis®yes,Bs&BnanB 
disappointedBndBeadyBoBlie.BrhenISuddenlyBieBsked&gakyBHasffiakyaB 
TathagataB:omeBntoBheBvorld?’BHeBiasB)eenB)orn,&ndBiaving%uidedB 
theBvorldBpiritually,BieBiasBlsoBnteredBid'va«a.’B-[earingBhis,BieB)owedB 
hisBiead,BndBoBeBiainedBor&BongBime.BrhenB'isingBipBntoBheHir,BieB 
exhibitedBpiritualBransformations.BndBtBastBieBvasBonsumedBiyBireBndB 
hisB>onesBellBoBhe%round.BTheBdngBiavingB:ollectedBhem,BaisedB)verB 
themBhisBfM/pa.B 

8 (Si-yu-kM884,K , ol.Hi:305-6) 2 


ThisHbgendBbHlearlyHlnspiredH)yl 3 Mvell-knownlSeti)f®uddhistlltoriesKlvithS 
theBhemeBfflheBsageBleepingHnBheBnountaiixBccordingBoBheHformulationB 
ofEMauriceKPingue^sage-au-mont-dormant^KwhoSentersQneditationHnHaK 
grotto&>r&nountain,BvaitingHorBheB;oming&i®he 03 uddha.Kirhere&re&nanylEI 
equivalent0oEthisKstory0inKIndia,KChinaKandHJapanK(Pinguet0i984:i2o-i).S 
Briefly,BnBheElegendBjuotedBbove^heBvluztaghBVtaMsBlepictedBsBBtollowlK] 
mountainBhhabitedK»ylS®mge®uddhistSscetic^flr/2fli:)HbsorbedBhHneditation0 
(sawaii/20-S\.fter&he&esurrection&ndHheffleathHi®his&scetic,&&nausoleumKI 
(s£w/7fl)BvasRrected&ponBus8>ones,&ndBhe&nountainE*becameBacredMYurelK] 
SteinBvritesBhatEtheBemarkableBhapeBifBheBiugeKlomeBifflceBisingBboveK 
alM>therBnountaiiisBnustBiaveBdvidlyBuggestedHoH>uddhistByesBhe0deaB>® 
al%iganticBtupa’^Stein&907,B/olM:46).B\.ctually,BheBvholeBi®heB > amirBiasKI 
impressed§theBravellers&iiiceB;heBsixth 0 :entury.B\notherSChineseSpilgrim,S 
SongBfun^roteBenturiesBate^HhatBheKmountainsBifiheBinions’^Chinese® 
co«^«g),Be.HheBouthemBangeBvhichBlivideHiheHParnirs^ndicatesKIheBeiitreK 
o®heBkyBndB>fiheBarth!S : .Khavannes,BheS : renchBranslatorHi®ongBi'uii’sKI 


28 SeeBlsoB,eviH905:2ss. 
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text,&ddsBnEMJootnoteBhatBhere,BheBdeaBsBhatl 3 hisB:ountryl 3 sBheB:entreB)fB 

theBiniverseT^ChavannesBgosBol.Bi^oo-i). 3 

AccordingBtoBaBChineseBsource,BthereBwasBanotherB'sleepingBsageBinlK] 

mountain’BnBheBChotarMistrict,BnBheBniddleB>fl 3 heBixthB:entury.B\ll:raggyB 

mountainMnBhe 0 dngdomB 5 ffl<hotanBvas&egardecBs£M<holyl^ 3 laceB>ecauseB 

twelve 03 uddhist&ioly&>ooksBvereB:onservedBhere,&inderBheSurveillance&ifEl 

the0Chotanese.0n&l%rottoSituatedSnH;his&ioly&nountainSvereBhree&r/2flfaKI 

absorbec0nSneditation^!LeviH9O5:255).BVlthoughMlsSiot®asyHo3:now®xactlyE 

whereBhisBnountainBsBituated,BhereBsBioBloubtHhatBtBnustJl>eBitherBnl 3 heB 

MuztaghBVtaBangeB)rBnBheKunlunB'ange,BoBheBast. 

SinceBtheBendBoMheBnineteenthBcenturyBtoBtodayBnewBlegendsBaboutB 

theBvluztaghB\.taBiaveB>eenH;ollectedSmongBheBocaH<yrgyz^)opulation 0 )ylEI 

WestemBxplorers^SvenBiedin,BYureBtein,BdlaKC.Kykes)Hndl 3 bca®olklorists.B 

ItBsBo&>e&egretted,&iowever,BhatBheB;ultural&iistory&i®his&nountainMiasB 

neverBdrawnBtheBattentionBofBanyBUyghurBanthropologistBorBhistorianBof§ 

religion®TwoBUyghurBhistoriansBneverthelessBmentionBthatBMuztaghBAta,B 

calledBMuztaghlarBBovisi’B-BfatherBoMce-mountains^BwasBatBtheBcentreBafB 

aBcultBa®;heBiatureB i 'j ! ^“® : ^og , M«M5/2)K(Hajil3N[ur&ndBGuoguangBi995:4ii).B 

InBaddition^BnanuaMnBUyghuiManguageBdedicatedBtoBthe^areparationBafB 

examsBnBCinjiangfflepictsBheBvIuztaghBVtaBsBBacredBnountain’BjmM^fl^flsB 

togWar)H|Savut§koo2:i68). 

The&omb-mountain’KkndBheBnysteryStfBheSvhiteftamel 

TheBfirstBWesternBtravellerBdrawnBtoBtheBMuztaghMAtaBwasBtheBSwedishB 
explorerffivenBdedin,BvhoBxploredBheBangeBnB894-5Bnd®ttemptecfinanyB 
times, BthoughBunsuccessfullyBtoBreachBts^aeak.BrheBplaceBwasBconsideredEl 
inaccessibleBbyBHedin’sBsuperstitiousBandBfrightenedBKyrgyz^uidesB(HedinlEl 
i993,B/ol.Bi:2i7-2i).Kome0egendsB:ollected&)yl3-IedinBdemonstrateBhatl3;heB 
MuslimsBvhoBaecameBhe&nasters&ndBnhabitants&if&he&ange&roundBheB 
ninthB:enturyBiadBcceptedl 3 heBacrednessBiHheBnountaiiiBnd®daptedBheB 
BuddhistMegendBoBheBiewl 3 vluslimH:ontext,&nd,Bhereby,&nhancedBtBvithB 
newStories.BToBhisBiay,Bhe&nountain&iasB:ontinuedBoB)e&B-iol)Bnd&iighB 
respected^laceBndBnanyBravellers&iaveBioticedBhatBheBCyrgyzBcneeBndB 
prayBvhen^aassingBiearbyBhe&ange.BTheffrenchBravellerBauillaumeBZapusB 
reportsBnB890: 

Whilel>|the 0 <yrgyz] 8 vereBittmg 8 n 8 :irdeBroundBhe 8 ire,Balking[>&boutBhe 8 

priceB>fBheBnuttonB>rBhe[ 3 ellingB>flMcoutassl 3 !yak),BheBvmdBiasB:hasedB 

awayBheBioudsBndlSuddenlyBheBoundedBlomeBjfBheHagarmalSmergedB 


38 AboutBheBnountainsB>fBheB>nion,Bee[filso[3>teinH907,Bx>l.B:28;B928,BrolM:764. 
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inHhefflistance.HDjouma-biBtoppedHalkingRndBtrechingBiisBrms.BaidB 
respectfullyBMousstag-ata’ asRBubjectBowardsBhisB;ing.8 
8 (Capus 8 L 890 : 212) 4 

TheseBpracticesBareBstillBperformedBbyBtheBPamiriBpeoplesBofBtheB 
Tashqurghanfflistrict8nBi;hina.Brhey8>ow8nBhe8norningBvhenBooking®tBheB 
mountain,8>rBecite£|>eculiarf|>rayersBoBallBor8usBielpBindBor8iealing,BisBfBtB 

wasS8aintBombK!Rahman8oo9:933)- 

Furthermore,BthereBisBstillBaBmausoleumBonBtheBmountain,BthoughBtheB 
Buddhist® £M/?a0ias03een&eplacedB>yB:heB:ombB5fBI3vluslim®aint,BndB:heB 
BuddhistBaintBflr/j«£)B>yBheEjbrophetsB>f8he8>ible®ndB>fBhe®)uran.BYctually,B 
reportsBHedin,BaccordingBtoBheBKyrgyz,Bhe&nountain®sBaBgigantic®nasarB 
[mazar]8u®urial-mound8)f8aints.8X /r ithinKltsKhteriorHwelMmongstlS)thers8he8 
souls® fB\/loses®nd8mamBYli.’BYndBhatBhe8<yrgyz®ometimes®allBtBHazrett- 
i-Musa”8>r8he8-[oly8vtoses’8!HedinB993,8/olS'.2i8).8rheMeged^)resence8>f8 
the®mamBAli®t®hisE|5laceBsE|5robablyBinkedBoBhe®xistence®>f®n®smailiB 
community8nBheBouthernB ) amir,®nd8s8eminiscent®f8he8slamization8varsB 
conducted&>yB5hi‘isBwhich®re®onfirmedB>y®:hronicles).®>esides,Bhere®reB 
many®ther®llegedBomb®ndBstepping-place’^<7«fi?(ZW-/a)B>fBheBmam®\.liBnB 
theff > amirs®ndBn8he8ieighbouring0 : erghana0/alley0[Uzbekistan) 5 . 

One®fSheBegendsBollected®yB-IedinBnentionsBBnysteriousBvhiteBamel: 

WhenBVliBay&tBhel>|>ointB>fl 31 eath,Biel>|>rophesiedBoBhoseBboutBiim,BhatB 

asBoonSs8he8>reathBvas^one8)ut8)f8iisH)ody,B8vhite8:amelBvould0:omeB 

down8rom8ieavenHnd8:arry8iimBway.8Vs8ieBaid,BoBtB:omesBo^bass.8 

When 8 ieBvasBlead,Bhe§vhite 0 :ameMppeared,BookBheBiolyBnanB>nBtsB 

back,ISndBiastenedBvithBumBoBvlus-tagh-ata.B 

8 (HedinB 993 ,Bx>lM: 218 ) 

This®vhite&:ameMs®nentioned®nBanotherBPamiri0egend,Bcollected®nB 

i924,8according8to8which8the8Muztagh8Ata8was8haunted8by8'camels8of8a8 

supernatural8vhiteness’BSykes®924:26o).®n®ddition,S'romBhe8iagiography8 

ofBhe®amous0\[aqshbandi®aintH>adi‘®l-Din®\ruri®>rB5haykhBvluslih®l-DinB 

ofKhujandBWest8>f8 : erghana8/alley,8n8rajikistan),8ve8earn8hat8he8 , rophet8 

MuhammadBendBmeBifBiisBompanionsBidingBBvhiteBameBoBhisBityBifB 

Central8\siaBDudoignonBoo4:238-9).8rhere®lsoBxistsB8nausoleum8iear8 

the®ity®>f® r erghanaBUzbekistan)®vhich®:ommemoratesBhe®oming®>fB'YliB 

atBhisEJ>lace,8iding®Mvhite®amelBAbdulahatov®oo5).B\.nother8hrine®alledB 


48 SeeBlsoBdedinB.993,Bx>lJS:2i8. 

58 See8Vbdulahatov&oo5;B91ufsen8904:i57-64;BteichRoo3. 
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FigureSM Calligraph)M)j$thMvhitM:ameMvitH$mam$Ali,^)ainM)n^lass,W912-13M 
privatefi&ollection, Istanbul. 


qadam-jcM^ stepping-place), SiearSheS;ityS)ffiMarghilon,StilMnBhe0 : erghanaB 
district, 8 sBknownSs 8 he 8 ^flrfflw-/flS)fl 3 he 8 vhite®amer.H'heSiarrative 8 ittachedS 
to8his8hrine&efersBoEMfcamel8vhich&ppeared8j?fly<ioK?M/zfc)8Tiiraculously,8 
inl%reat8ecrecy,8;omingS’rom8iowhere,^nd8hen8iisappearecBTiysteriously8 
(g'/7oyzA).8rhis8nimaMvas&bleBoBraveMromBhe8nvisible8vorld8oBhe8arth8 
(Abdulahato\®ndffishonboboev8oo7:i75). 

Beliefs&bout& 8 :ameB:akingBhe 8 :orpseB)fBAli,&sBnentionedB>yl 2 -[edin 8 
above,8or8of8another8Muslim8saint,8are8well8known8in8the8Shi‘i8and8Sufi8 
traditions.8ThereBre8everal£|>icturesBndB:alligraphiesHlepicting8t,Bspecially8 
in8Turkey8(Aksel8i967:99-i02).8The8presence8of8the8white8camel8at8the8 
Muztagh8Vta8s8>bviously88ignMhat8he8nountain8\as8velcomedShi’i8nd®ufilEI 
ideasBnd8egends8[FigureB) .8 

Aurel8Stein8(i907,8'ol.8i:45)8:ollectedEknother81egenc&hatMTiayMndicate8 
the&ppropriation 8 >®he 8 anctity 8 D®he 0 Vluztagh 8 \.ta 8 )yHhe 0 3 amiril 3 smaili .8 
He 8 vasHold 8 >y 8 H<yrgyz 8 ha® 8 hoaryl 3 ) ir 8 esides 8 iii 8 he^lacier-crowned&nd 8 
whollySnaccessibleKummitKThisfflearlylShowsShatllmeBspectBflheHBuddhistK] 
legend,BheBxistenceB>fW<holyBnan8ar/?at)8ivingBnBheBnountain,BiasB>een8 
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FigureEM AnEinknown$emaleEAuslimSainMnausoleunMnE>outhE>JE(injiang,El 930 ,E 
photographEiflEohnErdrnquistsMnSiamueM^mnneEDstturkestanESamlingM 
Riksarkivet,Stockholm. 


preserved;Khowever,&his&jr/jaiSvas 0 slamizec&ndB'eplacedKbySal^fr,Bal 3 ;itleK 

givenBoBhe^briestCfflheBsmailiCultBndBlsoBoBheKufBhaykhs.B 

The®radicationK>fC>neCeligionH>y§knotherHsCBvell-knownEJ>henomenonB 
e.gBChristianityBhasKsucceededKIpaganismSrBEuropeBancMslamBsucceededK] 
inBumBvlazdeism,BChristianity&ndC>therB\.siaticB'eligionsBrBIentraB\siaB 
However,CiHheCaseKbfflheHMuztaghBVtaKIhereESsHBuperimpositionMifE’MuslimK 
saint&enerationMniHffiuddhistHaintBult.SVBnausoleumSiasSucceededBnotherlEI 
mausoleum.StBsBvellBmowrBalsoBhatBsaintBvenerationBsCBnajorBMuslinB 
trendsHnKentralB\sia, 7 Bnd,Consequently,HtBomesBsBioBurpriseBhatBnanyB 
BuddhistBacredl^blacesHnBhisCegion,H.eBtMj?fl,Bnonasteries,Bhrines,CsceticsK 
grottoesKetc.KlwereCucceededKbyBMuslimlEltombs,BwflZflHEI(tomb),^ r fliiaw-7flKI 
(stepping-place)Bnd^ , Mmfead^dome<Homb).H'hereBire0nany®xamplesBifflhis.Kl 
TheEf>rocessesC>BuperirnpositionH>fll>neCultB)nCnotherBreBnanifoldflet&neK] 
mentionBhe&nostBiotable: 

* 8 reuse®of®the®ancient®sacred®perimeter®after®the®Buddhist®edifice®was® 
destroyed;® 


6 ® See®aftary®990:468-9. 

y® OnKthe®iumerous&aints®;ombs®Dn®:he®Pamirian®'outes,&ee®®arcone®L996.®3n® 
mausoleums®n0ChineseB[)araqorum,BeeB-[usayinB986:58;S[) ur ban&ooi:59. 
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Figure^Ml TheMtiausoleumE>fliMuhammadSbharifthlWarkand,E!008Bi©W.W;arcone). 

* B reuseB)®ertainBrchitectural^ 3 artsB)fHheHormei®(iificeHorHheH)uilding 0 )ffl 
theiiewH>ne;B 

* B reinterpretation&nd 0 slamizationB>fHheHoundationMegendB)fHhe 03 uddhistB 
sacred® difice.B 

AlMhese^)henomenaBre®ttestedHhroughoutHhe®>ases&i®<hotanlSvhereKI 

MuslimsBndffiuddhistsBhave8’oughtBachB>thers;BndHheBurperimposition®i® 

MuslimShrinesBiponKBuddhislS£Mj?flsSsMso^Bvidespreadl^)henomenonSnlEI 

India. 8 


8B SeeBChandraH887;B-iamada®oo4:i029-3o;®ervan-SchreiberH997;®teinH907,®olH 
l: 95 ,® 25 ,B 4 O;®olM: 46 o, 0 |. 63 . 





140 


ThierryW.arcone 



FigurdMQ RepresentatiorMof3aEdemorM(div)WrMCentraMAsiaMfourteent}McenturyM 
‘SiyahSQalem’MmanuscripM21S3MLibrar)&oJ^thMMuseurrMoJ^TopkapiM 
Istanbul. 

KingdomH)fBheKpirits,ffleity-mountainKkndHoml:>-mountain 

According&o&nany§ 3 rally&ransmitted 0 egends,&he 0 Vluztagh 0 \taEls^KhomeKI 

for&>oth&viMnd^ood®pirits,SsSsHhe&aseSvith&nany&if&ither&nouiitains. 9 K 

TheSypes&>fEkpirits&reBvelM<nown&ndKhave&)eenEinspired 0 )y&he&ncientKI 


98 TheBnost&ompleteBversionBsf&hisKlegend&vasBcollectedKbyKBherirflQurbanSrfl 
the§TashkurganBiistrictBofflXiniiangH(QurbanEl2005:93-ioo).BSeeBalsoBRahman§ 
2009:931-6. 
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ZoroastrianSnd®TurkicBiernonologyBransmitted&oBhe&harnans:ffizV-a/ra.stz'® 
(^zvBs&loseBoBheHndianffievflBndShe^atinffi/v^ndE^anzariSJfrom^an.HheK 
fairy). 10 KTwo®)f®hernHre®errible®tndEf>rotectKheEf>eak®)f®he®nountams[&gainst® 
theSrumansfiheKskeleton-spirit’^sbfzga/dMv^&irKskinless-skeleton’^ags/za/® 
sb«ga£)®and®the®ferocius®tiger’®(yz>£z7wc/z^o/ras),®both®probably®o®rurkic® 
origin^!Qurban&oo5:95)-^ 

Some®egends&eportedB)yl 3 Jyghur®bthnologistsBre&bout[§kl 3 emaleBpirit,® 
fairy%>flnz«£),®vho®afflnl 3 ove®vithl&^oung®runter 8 he®net®nBhe®nountain.® 
According&o®these 0 egends,®a®valorousKhunter®called®Batur®didn’t®fear®any® 
troubleBfom®zV-fl/vasfz^spirits),®sBie§cnewl 3 hatBhe 3 airy§vho^)rotectedl 3 heS 
mountainH:ould 8 akeHheShapeS)fl 3 nanyl 3 iemons,Such&sHheBz/rasf,^ndMvasB 
ableBoBransformS)thanksBo&ier&nagicaMncantations,ffi/55M«)^nyMntrudersKI 
into®inamrnate®things.®Batur®clirnbed®to®the®summit®of®the®Muztagh,®and® 
finallyBntered&Svonderful^ardenBvithHnanyfflowersBndKprings.&ndBvithBIKI 
diversity®) f®>irds®Lnd®mimals,®dl[living®ogether®vithoutHhate®)rE>lmrnosity.BHe® 
pickedSome®)fl 3 he®)eautifuMowers,®vhichSvere®ictually®iivine 8 nowers®jz 7 fl/zz® 
^tzQ®vith®he^)owerSo®)ring®iappiness®! 7 iz 3 i^/zf- 5 flflz 7 flf)®o®nankind.®'he®lower® 
was^uarded 0 )y& 0 ’emaleKkpirit/fairy®^)flnzflt)&:alled® 3 ulshaii,® l vhoB)rdered® 
the®skinless-skeleton’®and®the®ferocius-tiger’®to®kill®Batur.®But®the®young® 
hunterBbught®uccessfully,^butting®oHlight,Bndl 3 hen[§dlling®hern.Hrnpressed® 
byBhe®'alour®)f® 3 atur,®aulshanB'alls®n®ove®vith®rim&nd,®gainst 8 he®vill®)f® 
God®Ta«grzO,®affers[ 3 rirn®:hefflower.®As^^umshrnent,® 3 odE|)laces® 3 ulshan® 
in&ternaMmprisonment&t®;heBummitH)®he®Vluztagh.®-[er®;ears 0 'orm®;he® 
snovMnvBce-cap&MheSnountam^TashqurgharM'aji^M.ptonoryMIahiyisinin^ 
UmumMihvali S988:69;K5urbanSoos:93-ioo). 

TheHmageS)®he®Tiountain,®n^eneral,Khs&&ojourn&nd&®<ingdomH)f® 
the®spirits®is®not®urd<nown®to®Muslirn®and®Central®Asian®tradition.®Sven® 
Hedin&iasBuggestedHhatHheSvIuztaghSVtaSs&eminisceiit&ifiheroemavend,® 
theSacred®nountainH)®he 0 3 ersians,Bvhich®iesSn®;he®\lburz&ange®)Hedin® 
1898:243:0993:221).®His®ntuition®s®-ight,[>&sBhe®I)ernaverid®sE<UsoM&ojourn® 
o®he&pirits.®There®s 0 l^reat®ikelihood®:hat®:he®egends 0 bout®:hisKPersian® 
mountainStvereSnfluentiaMor&heBvIuztaghBkta^spedally&hrough&nother® 
mountain®egend,BhatK)ffihe®VlountM 3 af,®vhich®s®n®slam&^erfectB:opyl 3 )f® 
the®Demavend^Aga-Oglu0946:247-8).®rhe®5a®Vtountain®s®velM<nown®n® 
SunniHslam,®s®nffihiism,®heffiufHraditions®nc&venHslamizedHhamamsm.® 


10B Thefcpressior®zV-aZv«sZzSsBttestedSnHheH , amirsSeeffihakarmado\®oo5:255- 
76®ee&lsoffiykesB924&6o,0vho&nentionsB:he&xistenceB)®airies^/)fflrz)HnHheB 
mountain ,&longBvithB:amels.BVbout 0 heH 7 entralBksian^)antheonB)®pirits,&eeB 
Garrone^ooo:i56-74&ncBukharevaB975.K)nBhamanism&mongB:he0CyrgyzHnKI 
contemporary®CinjiangBee§-[ujiexi&oo9RncBomfaiMCara&oo4,Roo7. 
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FigureSS A$Kirghi2Sfl : alcorMiunter,tyhotograplM>f3Gottfri(M > almbergsMiroundM930M 
in$bamuel$Fmnne$DstturkestarM>amling$RiksarkivetMtockholm. 


ItHsB:alled0<6ykap&mong&he0Cyrgyz,SvhichSs&Hleformation&i®he® > ersianKI 

expressionHCM/2-iKlQfl/S-&he0Vtouiitain&i®QafKI(OgeEli993,&'ol.S2:437). 11 KrheK 

names&ifiheSpiritsHvhoHivedHn&heH^afSvIountain&reHvithH'ew&xceptionsKI 

similarSoHhoseSvhoSlnhabitl3heBMuztagh0Lta:p'«H,®fv > B/rffBncll^fln1^DemirciS 

2 OOi:i 44 - 5 ; 0 DonaldsonKli 938 : 35 ,Kl 44 ,Kl 89 - 94 ;ffitreckKbndKMiqueML 978 : 4 i 8 - 9 ;KI 

SykesH 9 Oi: 274 ).HnlMdition,ffluring&&iealing&eremonyl 3 )ylSHvIuslimBhaman 0 


n0 On0the0mountain0in0general0for0theHTurco-Mongols0populations,0see0Roux0 

1984:149-54- 
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inBheKazakh-Kyrgyz&egiorrBheS^affiVlountainSs&voked.SaecauseStMsBheS 

homeB)f&he&pirits0O!KpiritsSvhoBiwelMnl3;he0Vtoutains&i®5af.’^DivaevEl 

i899:i3;KGarroneS2ooo:68).0Vloreover,&hisSnountainl3sKhotEbnly&heKhomeKI 

o®heSpirits,StMs^lsoBheirM<ingdom&ndBhe^)laceBvhere&iiddenH:ities&ndE 

secret8palaces8exist.8According8to8an8Indo-Persian81egend,8a8‘golden8city’8 

(s/2fl/7mJa«Kam«)&ulec&iyl3frit,^nother0 3 ersiaii&iameSbr&he&pirits,BvasKl 

built8m8heSCw/2-M2d/SITemple8886:293).KDther8egends8ellKhatKheSabulous8 

bird8>imurgh^Anka8or8he8\jabs)Sived8s08'ecluseHn8il5>alaceKituate<MtBhe8 

summit8)fBhe8vlouiitam,HhoughBdvismg0he8ulers8)fBhe8vorld. 12 8YlMhisSs8 

confirmed®>y8n8Vnatolian0egend8elling8hatSKpalace8nadeS)ffliamondsBnd8 

ruby®xists0)n0heSQaf0vlountaiiiB[Boratav099i:233). 

ItHsS:learS;hat®vIustagh§Atal3sHa&nixtureHof&tianySiifferent&nountain§ 
cults0that0have0followed0one0another0in0the0Pamir:0Buddhist0first,0then0 
Turco-Mongol,0Tibetaii^ndffinallyMvluslim,&speciallyffihi’i-Ismail&ndEBufi.KI 
In&dditionBo8he03uddhistKlegencM5f0:he0sleepmg&age0nl3Tiouritain’,0:here0 
isM3}elief8nSindergroundE&iid&iidden0dngdomsEkiid,0Ty&xtension,0:he0:ave0 
thatE|>lays&SnajorS-ole0n0he0rurco-MongolSnythology[>'tOgudinl^oo3a).0rhe0 
Kyrgyz,&s&§nountain^eople,&reHrery&espectfuM>fBheseB>eliefsO&ri(®egardE] 
the&nountainHnE^eneralKhs&heir&ncestor-deity,&ndBhe0Vtustagh0\taEks&0 
god.KThe^)ersonification&i®he&nountainSmongBhe0<yrgyzB-&>e&emindedlEI 
thatSMustaghSAtaSmeansS'FatherSofSice-mountains’S-SisSfarSfromSaSrareS 
phenomenon&mong0heSbther0rurkicEJ>eoples,0vhere0Tiany0ieity-mountams0 
are8'enerated&nd03ome0nountains0areB'egarded0as0theE|$raves03®TLy1:hical0 
ancestors0inaii^ooo:52-3).0rhereE&reBome05ther0'anges0nKhe0<yrgyz&rea0 
which0)ear0he0iames0)®ncestors0vith0he0iame0i2/:aEtfather)'.0<ochkor-Ata0 
(Kochkorskoj0doline0in0the0rianshanSrange)0and0Markan0Ata0(Abramzon0 
i99o:0u8).®CAffindMsoMinountain0:alled0vlustag0]Snow8Tiountain)Ekmong0 
theffihor^eople0nBhe0\ltai^Potapov&946:i45-6o;[>DgeM993,0/olM;:437-8).^ 
In&ddition,0rurks&nd0ribetans,&speciallyBhose0vho[>ikre0iviiig0iowadays0n0 
theHBaltistanlljbrovinceSIPakistanlSndSiidiaXEiloseSoSheSPamirSaiige^hareSheS 
belief! nMieity-mountains. 13 0 

Thus,&sfflSmountain-tomb’S;heSvluztaghS\taSnayH)eS;lassified&)etweenS 

the&ultsS)fSieity-mountainsSndShoseS)fBaintsHnd^raveS'eneration.ffiutSveS 

mustSiotS:onfuse8heS:ultS)fHheSvluztaghSVtaSAfithHheS'enerationS)fStombsS 

of8heSnountaia 1 ' l SheSaterBisuallySituated&t8he8oot,8in8he8ide8)r&t8heS 


12 B SeeBVttar 099 i;H 3 emirci&ooi:i 44 - 5 ;®treckBndBvIiqueM 978 : 4 i 8 -i 9 . 

13 I 8 OnBheBieity-mountains&mongBhefflribetans,&eeBBlondeauB 998 .K)n&he&ameH 
beliefBn®altistan,BeeffiteinM_959:8,H35,&74,S25-6. 

14 ® An 8 xpressionB:oined 8 )yBVbashinRoi 3 .B 
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summitB)MMnountainBjtwoSre8velM;nown,8heKrhroneS)f®olomonSitBUsh,Bln§ 
Kyrgyzstan,BndBhe®oboi-ob,H)nKheB'alley§bf3 : erghana). 15 

HeavenlyBknd3iiddenl3tingdoms 

ThereHsS®econd&eading&>®he0Vluslim3egend&i®he0VluztaghS\.taHHvouldEl 

Hke8oBhvestigate.BltBbH)asedS)nMhe8hiftMromllhe®uddhistBnythM)flheBiollowB 

mountain&o&he&nythB)®he&iiddenS:ity,&s&old0)y&woBexts&:ollectedKby0 

HedinMn®§<Cyrgyz&illage8[Su-Bashi)BnM ) amir: 

The8<lrghizB>f®;u-BashiBoldBneBhisBtoryBboutBheBiolyBnountain.Bvlany8 

hundredE|rearsBgoBnBgedBs/z««G$holyBnan)G|ratherB>ufiBhaykh]BventBipB 

theBnountainB>yBiimself.8VndBvhenBieBameBBertainBvayBipBt,8ieBound8 

aBakeBndBBittleBtream,BvithBBvhite8amel[>|;razmgB>nBheBhore.8rhere8 

wasBlsoBBarge%arden^)lantedBvith^3lum-trees,Bnd8mderBhe^)lum-treesB 

thereBvalkedBoBndBromBBiumberSbfBenerableBldBnenBlressedBnBvhiteB 

garment.BTheBiolyBnanlj|>luckedBomeB>fBheBruit8nd8teBt.BrhenBameB>ne8 

ofBhe8enerableBnhabitants8>fBhe%arden,BndBaidBoBiim,BhatBtBvasBvell8 

heBiasBloneBo;BorBfBieBiadBlespisedBheBruit,BsBllBhoseBgedBnenBiad8 

done,BieBvould8iave8>een8ondemnedBikeBhemBoBtay8mBheBnountain,8 

walking 8 ipBndHlownBheG$;arden, 0 oBheBndB>fBime.Brhen®ameBBiderB>nB 

aBvhite 8 iorse, 8 nd 8 aughtBipBhe 8 iolyBnan,Bnd^allopedBvith 8 iim 81 ownBhe 8 

steepBnountain-side.8VndBvhenBheBshan8ameBo8iimself,8ieBoundBhatBie8 

was 81 ownBnBheBalley, 8 ndB:ouldB>nlyBememberBlimlyBllBheBnarvellous 8 

thingsBieBiadBeen.8 

8 (Hedin 8993 , 8 ol. 8 : 218 .) 

TheBnythM)fflheB\iddenHndS\eavenly§:ingdomSppearsBInHnotherBlegend,KI 

in^hichfiheKhidden8:ityHs^ivenlM^recise&arne,Bhough&>neBhatEis&juite0 

mysteriousiKJanaidar’.BVccordingSoSHRussianHtudyBiMomeBPamirianBlegends^ 

JanaidarBis0rewrittenKl‘Jal-Hay-Dar’Kwithout0any0explanationEl(GornenskijK 

20oo:36-8).KThe&uthor&i®hisHtudyBtatesHhat^anaidarl3:omesH’rom^annat- 

dar,BnBVrabo-Persian®ompoundSvithHheBneaningK>fKlheavenlyl5)lace,Bieavea0 

aKhypothesis,0S’ind&cceptable. 16 HThe®VrabicKj3lural^ ; a««fl®ndeec&efers&oKI 

gardensB>rK>rchards,BndBlsoSo^)aradise/heaven,aeM^ardenSvhereBMuslims0 

wilMve&fter&heirffleath.KThis&iypothesisSs&onfirmedHiylMegend&ollectedK] 

fewElyearsK!ago03ySaKirajikS'olklorist,Kaccording&o&vhich&heHhiddenl^ardenS 

in®heKMuztaghlElA.taQvas0createdKbyEGod0n0mitation&i®he0 3 aradise’0)'5MKI 

AllahWaripdifMdnndtkcMaqlicMiilip^asalghan^ay'yKlmbar&oos’S^W^'ig^eM 


15B SeeBDgudin8oo3b:4i-68BndKarcone8oi3. 
168 SeeBlsoBChvyr’8006:185. 
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FigureWS AWepresentatiorM)j$pamdisd3,rMslamMrMAhvdl-iEqiyamat’,WnanuscripM 
sixteenth-seventeenth&entury$h.ndM998:200. 

7)M , heBvoiB0Janaidar’BppearsBlso0nBheBoponym0Janaidar-sai’BhatBsBheK] 

nameBtowadaysB>fiheHipperBideB>fBheBYlayiB' , alley,BiiikedBo0ajikistan§kncI<] 

KyrgyzstanBnBheB > amirsBange.KirheBipperBideBi®his^reenBalley,BituatedKI 

atBnBlevationB>fB, 50 oBnBndBvateredB>yBheBCizil-Suffiiver,BsBurroundedEl 

byEbxceptionalBnountainsBvhichBeachBnoreBhanKl7,oooBnKlatl3;heirKj3eaks.KI 

TheB^alleyBiasB>eenBorBnanyBenturiesBheB>estBvayBoBnterKhinaBndH>neK 

o®heBnainBilkBoads.BtMsSmpossible,Biowever,BoBaySf^anaidar-saiBnBheK 

FerghanaB^alley,0sBheB>riginB>flheBiame^anaidar§nBheBnythB>fl3heBtiddenE] 

city,B>rHfBheBipperBideB>fBhe0VlayiB , alleyl3vasBalled^anaidar-sail3oBemindlEI 
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offlheHlegendary®ity. 17 SVctually,K>othHireHituated 0 n 0 iBvonderfuMrea,^)eacefulKI 
and8nore8>r8ess8naccessible,Bhat8s8o8ay®aittM|>aradise’.8rhe8ontinuation8 
of8heB\layil&/ , alleyB}eyondBheE|5ass8>fBraldik8nBIhineseBerritory8}elongsBoB 
theBCizil-SuB(yrgyzBYutonomousB , refecture.B-Iowever,BhereBsBBralleyBnBhisB 
prefecture,BnBheBiorthKbfBktush,BhatB>earsBheBiameB>fBayB\.ta,E 18 iameBvhichB 
isB r erySimilar 8 oBhat 8 >f^]anaidar.E 31 iisB r alleyBiasBnanyBrees,BocksBLndBpringsB 
that&reB;onsidered&acred,&ncBeven&iolyl 3 ;ombs 8 ifEkaints;B)neB)®hem 0 sKI 
dedicated8oBM;amel8Somfai8CaraBoo7:5i-2). 

The 0 <lrghizBellBui:ther,Bhatl 8 >nBheBopB>fl>Mus-tagh-ataBhere 8 xistsBn 8 

ancient8ity8iamed^anaidar,8vhich8vas8>uilt8nBheBlays8vhen8miversal8 

happinessHnd 8 iniversal^)eace 8 eignedBhroughoutBhe 8 vorld.H 3 utBince 8 

thatBime8ias8>eenBio8ntercourseB)etweenBhe^beople8)f8anaidarBndBhe8 

inhabitantsB>fBheBarth.B 3 onsequentlyBheBormerBtillBnjoyBn§bdstenceB>f 8 

unblemishedBiappiness.BnBheBityB>fB>lissBhereBreBruit-treesBvhichH>ear8 

magnificentBruitB 118 he^earBound,BlowersBvhichBieverBvither,Bvomen 8 

whoBiever^row8>ld&ndBieverBoseBheirB)eauty.8rhe8hoicest^)leasuresB>f8 

UfeBireBisB:ommonBhereBisB>read;Bleath,B:old,BindBlarknessBireB>anishedB 

fromBtsBonfinesBorever.B 

8 (HedinB 993 ,&olM: 221 ) 


AccordingBoBheBradition,BnBntrepid^oungBnan,Bvhile8iuntingBBvild%oat8 
inBheBvtountain^MustaghBVta] ,BliscoveredBheKkmazingBal-Hay-Dar. 0 Dnce 8 
in 8 iisBiome,Bie%athered 8 iisBriends,BndBllBventBoBhe^)lace.H 3 utBhey 8 
neverBindBheBvayBoBheBityHnd^etBostBnBheBvtuztaghBVta.B 
8 (Gornenskijffi 000 : 44 - 6 ) 

AboutBtenByearsBago,BaBfolkloristBcollectedBinBtheBTajikBautonomousB 

county&nother8/ersionEb®he8-iidden8<ingdom,&>r^arden&>®Vtuztagh0\ta.8 

ThisH'ersion&onfirmsBheSnformationl^ivenMnHheSexts&ollected&iy&dedinEl 

andB 3 omenskij,Bnd^ivesBriore 8 ietailsBboutBhe[><hiddenBdiigdornBQurbaiiB 

2005:93-100). 

Inll>rief,BccordingBo8he[ih'alBraditionBf8heBCyrgyz,BBuddenB:ity8iarnedB 
JanaidarBvasBupposedBoBxist&tBheBummit,8>r8iBr alley,8>fBheBvluztaghB\.ta.B 
TheBityBiadBBnarvellousE|;ardenBvith8reesBoveredBvithBruitMlll^ear8ound,B 
and 8 ts 0 nhabitants, 8 dressed 8 alMn 8 white, 81 ived^ternally 8 without 8 pain. 8 rhe 8 
modeMor&his8itopian8:ity8Tiayl8ie8rurco-Mongoliaii.0-Iowever,0)ecause83f8 
someB>fBtsBharacteristicsBndB>fflhe^roximityB>fBribet^allBeinforcedB)y8heB 


178 Janaidar-saiBsBlsoBnentionedBn®teinB928,8fol.R:846. 
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fact®hatffiasternlErurkistan8vas®)CCupied®>ylEribetans®nl8he®iinthl3:entury®ind® 

byffiuddhistBMongols0nBeventeenth®eiitury),SI3'ibetan-BuddhistlSnodel,Hhat0 

ofHhe®ityH>fKhambhala,Shouldl>e8nore8elevant.S)^hicMsSiotHo0ieglectMheKI 

possibilityM>fflheBlnodelEi)fflheEMazdeanES:ity,KlnfluentiaMpon8heHMuztagh®Yta® 

through®smaelism&nd®he®egendB>fI3he[2Qaf®\/lountain,®vhereB®goldenS:ity’® 

or 8 EJ>alace 8 vasBlsoBituated. 

The®egend&>f&he®dyllid&nd®itopian®:ityl3)fffihambhala,®iterally®source® 
oMiappiness)®which®appeared®nl3ndia®n®tenthBo&leventhB:entury&nd®n® 
Tibet 0 n®the®thirteenth®century,BsKbased®on®several® 3 imilar®Hindus[><hvyths:® 
those®)fflhe®:ityM)fMJttarakura®n[3he®\/lahabharatal3nd®he®arnayana, anc&f® 
the&itySifELJddiyana^ountryBif&heKJakinisSn^ajrayanaEjuddhisrn,® inked® 
to&heBeachingsHifEPadmaSSambhava^heSntroducerSiflEBuddhismSnHribet® 
(Bernbaum®L 98 s:ii 8 , 8165 - 6 , 8171 - 8 ).®These®egendary®:ities®tvere&stablished,® 
according®o®heBvritten®radition,®nl 8 he®iorthM)f®ndia®ind®ribet,£f>recisely®n® 
the®iorth®>fflhe 8 iver®>ital^Tarini),®nB:astern®rurkistan,®nl 8 he 8 :ountry®>f®he® 
Hor®JTurcs, 0 Vlongols,®Uyghurs...)®JBernbaurn®i 985 : 39 ). 18 ® , Yctually,®:he®iorth® 
was® , egarded®>y®-IinduismlSnd®5uddhism®is£Mlacred®direction’&ndMiacred® 
centre’^Bernbaum 8985 : 244 ;®.AMtein 8959 : 274 ). 

Moreover,®the®myth®of®Shambhala®is®likely®to®have®been® influential® 
on®the®Kyrgyz0egends®about®the®Muztagh®Ata8because®:he®model®for®the® 
hidden®kingdom’®and®for®Shambhala,®writes®Edwin®Marshall®Bernbaum,Ss® 
theSieighbouringSdngdomKifKKhotanffirstlyKVaisravana^heSdng-guardian® 
of®the®Nlorth, 8 vho®s®:he®nodeMor®:he®dng®)f® 5 hambhala,®s®:he®nythical® 
ancestor®) ®he®overeigns®)f®<hotan.® 5 econdly,®:here®sEfonE&nalogy®)etween® 
the®destruction®of®Khotan®by®the®Muslims®in®the®ninth®century®and®the® 
prophecy®) f® 5 hambhala®hat®nnouncesBhe®ollapse®)flKBuddhism. 1 ! Hinally,® 
the®nyth®f®hambhala®ppeared®n®ndia®n®he®enth®oBleventh®:enturyl3fter® 
the03uddhism®iad®disappeared®from®he®outh®)f®Central®\sia®)Bernbaum® 
1985 : 107 ) .®\ccordingBoH>ernbaum,®t®s®lear®hat®<hotan®tvas®heB)rigin®)f® 
the®Calacakra®Tantra,®vhich®ontains®he®Tiyth®f®5hambhala®ndBhe®nodel® 
ofMhe0deaMingdom8ibid.:iO7,®74).Krhe®egendM)fShambhala8hatBmerged8n® 
the®enth®o&leventh®entury®mderwent®nany®levelopments®n®he®ollowing® 
centuries,®and®travel®guides®dedicated®to®pilgrims®going®to®this®mythical® 
country®were®published®in®ribet®up®to®the®seventeenth®century.®We®nust® 
admit®hat®he® > amir&rea,®ieighbouring&o®ribet,®tvhich®tvas®tBhe®nd®)f® 
theBeventeenth&entury®inderBhe®ontrolbfBhe®3uddhist®Vlongols,®annot® 


18B Seeihe®escriptionsB>BhambhalaMnHlCollmar-PaulenzB992-3BindSEar-jBC’am-trulB 
RinpocheB978.ro nBheBiiddenBalleysBndBtitiesBmongHhefflibe tans .ISeeffihrharcB 
i996:37-53rorofinoB99i:239-7i. 

19B BernbaumB985:iO3;®.A.®teinB959:282-4;0famazakiH99o:67-8. 
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haveB>eenHmmuneBoBhisKlegend. 20 l35O,BhereBareBnanyBanalogiesKbetweenE] 

theETibetan-Buddhist^ndia-Iindu&nythsQif&heQieavenlyHdngdom^nd&heK 

PamiriarfiityBifl^anaidar.ffiothBreBieavenlyl^lacesHndSheKlvenerableHildSnenKI 

dressedBlnSvhite^arment’Hifl^anaidarB-esembleShe&r/jafBifKhambhalaBirlSheK 

magiciansBofBheB-linduKhiddenKkingdomBifIKBvetadvipaBnBheKRamayana. 2 ® 

Similarly,HheseKwo^)lacesB\ave0variousBkindsS)BvoodsBnd^roves,Bnd0nanyS 

fruit-bearingBrees’&ndHhe^eopleBlo&iotScnowSickness^^inallyKareninaKI 

Kollmar-Paulenz,BvhoBvritesH>nBheKhambhalaBoncept,BnakesBheHibllowingK] 

remark:B3therBlementsHlnl3heHdeaB>fl3>ambhalaBemind[iisB>fl3imilarB>rienta® 

conceptions .KTheS)uteifippearanceKifSambhala,®;sHnow-coveredBnountains,KI 

forest, ^ndBhe&niraculous^roves&reSimilarBoBhe&oncept&ifihe^iaradiseK 

inBormBifM|'ardenBvhichBveBlreadyl3indBnBheK>ldKirestament.’Bl < iollmar- 

PaulenzQ 992 - 3 : 86 );&hatKs,BhefflescriptionBifl 5 anaidar&ctuallyl 2 ningles&heK 

BuddhistHitopicBityBndBheBliblicalllJiaradise. 

Conclusion 

TheBxplorerBndBrchaeologistB\.ureM>teinBeportedBn 09 O 7 BhatHhe 0 egendE] 
offlheBvluztaghBktalEhffordsBfeshBvidenceKbfMheHlenacityBvithBvhicMjbopularS 
traditionEandBworship0inE]Turkistan®asKelsewhere0inK]theBEast®surviveKal® 
religious®nd&thnical&hanges’^SteinH 907 ,^ol.B:Si. 4 ).KBuddhist 3 egends,HnM 
sense,BurvivecMhe&xtinctionBifSSuddhisrmBndBvereBhenHslamized.BrhisBsK 
the®aseSiotH>nlyBi®heBMuztaghl3VtaM)utBlsoS)flSeveralH)ther0vluslim8hrinesKI 
inllheKBouthM)fBCinjiang8|seeBbotnote^)® 

TheKMuztaghKlVtaEbombines&he&eneration&ifHnountains&ndEbfEkaintsKI 
since&he03uddhist^>eriod,&ndBhisB:haracteristicSias&ncouragecBheH;riss- 
crossingBofBheBraditionsBifBheBeligiousBcurrentsBifBhe&reaB-KBuddhism® 
Zoroastrism,Kbhamanism&ndBslamB-Bvhich&lM'enerateBnountains.BSomeK 
elementsBndBdeasBiaveB>een&ntirelylBccepted3'romBheK>uddhistE|)astMvithK 
onomasticKkhangesBanlyBasBheKelementsBvereBsharecBbylKblBeligionsSheK 
mountain,QiheHtombBand&heHsaint.KrheKasceticHs&espectedSnffiuddhismKI 
(ar/iat)Bnd§nHlsmail®slam^/;fr)Similarly,Bince,HsSveB;now,Haint&enerationKI 
isBtrongly®ultivatedMnHheseSwo&eligions,Bhe®uddhistSnausoleum^stMj5fl)Kl 
becameKlaBMuslimKlmausoleumlEI(wflZflr)®soKltheKlmountain-stM/3flBwas&henKI 
regardedBsBBnountain-mazdr.BDnBheB>therBiand,BheB-[induBndffiuddhis® 
undergroundSandShiddenKlkingdomlElwere0reinterpretedKlbylEIMuslims®whoKI 
replacedBhemBvithBhe^iaradiseHifiheH^uranBndStsBnarvellous^ardensKoK 


20B AboutHheH:ulturaMxchangesB)etweenffiuddhist,Bvtuslims®ndffiufis®tB:hisHime,B 
seeH ) apas&oo5BncKoio;KarconeB995BncMoio. 

210 R.A.®teinH.959:526,S32Bi.S6. 

22§ Kollmar-PaulenzB992-3:79,ffi4,®6. 
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the8uperimpositionB)fBvlazdeisml&ndBslamB)nM'BuddhistBegendBiasB3eenB 

farilitatedB>yBeligiousBdeas,&lmostBiniversally&ccepted,BnB118heBeligions. 

The8ultB)fBheBvluztaghBVta,8iowever,Ef>resentsBBioubleBmbiguity.BrheB 
firstBsBheBact8hatBhereBs8ioBhrine,BioBanctuary,BioBomb8nBhisBnountainB 
-BalthoughEImaginaryB-HaecauseBtheBmountainBisBthe&anctuaryBtheBstM/'flB 
andBheB«azdrBanBdeaB:laimedB30thB}yBheB3uddhis®ndBvluslimBegends).B 
As&B:onsequence,B:here&reBio8pecificB'itualsB3fBdevotionEbxecutecBhere,B 
with8the&xception,8ievertheless,8aMntercession^)rayers,8vhichKkre8ecited8 
everywhereBnBheBnountainHbyBheBCyrgyzBndB’amiriEijbopulation.BrheBecondB 
ambiguityB:ornesBfrorn8heBfactBhatB:he0VluztaghB\taBsBiow8'eneratedlEbyB 
threeBeparate8urrents8>Mslam,8ometimes8trongly8)pposed8o8ach8>ther,8 
whoBdefendBvarious0nterpretationsBofBthe&anctityBofBtheBnountain:BSunniB 
Muslims8(usually8LJyghurs),8vhoB'egards8he8Muztagh8Ata&s8he03urial8Df8 
Biblical8>rB5uranic8 > rophets8e.g.8vIoses);Bhe8smaili-Sh’is,8vho8onsiderBhe8 
mountain8sBheBnausoleumB)fB\liB)rB)MnBsrnailil5|5riest8/»r);8ndBhe8ialf- 
IslamizedB<yrgyz^)opulatioii,BAfhoB/enerateBheBvluztaghB\ta&s&Bieity8ir^B 
spirit.Bdowever,BheseBhreeB:urrents8hareBheBnountainE&nd,BhanksBoBhisB 
veneration,8)bviate8heBpparent8eligious8>orders.B 
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The&ame£MonteEVerita,KIMountainK>fl 3 'ruth’,BvokesKieHdeaM)®£f>ilgrimageK] 
site,SI^)laceBhatl 3 'eleases 3 iumansHromBheirSveryday-life&outine,^bermittingS 
themEilireativeEindllberatingEpiersonalESransformationWictorMndffidithHurnerK] 
(1978:251),Hn&heirE]classic&)nHpilgrimage,B:ommented0mB:heBdiosyncratic,E<] 
quirky,BubversiveBndSitopianHiature®>fShis^enre&>®ravel.Krhese®ttributesKI 
come&ividlyBoSheB'oreBnHliscussing 0 vIoiite^ r erita,&S'erdantl 5 >lateau,BvithBH 
magnificent&iewS>verBhe8'illageH\.sconaSindBLakeHMaggiore^lFigureH),BvhichlEl 
flowsSrom&outhKwitzerlandBntoHtalyBtSsM&iteBhat&ince&heSieginmngE] 
of&heBiwentiethKcentury&iasKaccommodatedBiiverse.Kat&imesKconflicting,^ 
religiousBndHecular&neanings&nd^iractices.KirhisHs&pitomizecRyHheHegallEI 
statue&>®heBnulti-breastedB3oddessBA.rtemis&on0iphesos^FigureB2),BvhoK 
inspired 0 HaraldKISzeemannKlinEldesigning&he 0 permanen®exhibitionKlonKltheKI 
history&>®Vtonte0Verita0n§i978.ErheB3oddess’s&nany&)reasts&uggested&oK 
Szeemanl^i98o:5)BhatShe0iotioiiK)f&ruthMs®onjuredKlipS)yl3vIonte0/eritaM\asKI 
manyl^)erspectives,&ieggingBheHjuestioiiSvhethei®®sSiaiveBoSeek0br&ineK 
universaHruthBn&®ociaBvorldBhat,&s0VlorrisKBloch^2oo8:22-3o)&rgued,KI 
isHhe^roduct&fflialogue.ffliscoursesE&nclBiiverse&ulturesM'hisM'borne&iu® 
byHheBiifferent&malftommumtiesBhatSvereBlrawnfeBheHieginmngHjf&heK 
twentiethBenturyBoHklonteH/eritaBndHheHurroundingBnvironmentHnllearchK 
oMlternative^oreHliberatedSvaysHiMfe.KrheseBhcludedKIitopians^narchists^ 
bohemians, 0iudists,&egetarians,ffiosicrucians,Hartists,Bntellectuals,&vriters,K 
and^isychoanalysts, Bmong&> thers. 

ISvantSoSirawSttentionHofflStrandBhatfflowsSubtlyHhroughHhe&ntireK 

discussion:Bha®s,Hhe&esurgence 8 )®he^)owerS)fl 3 iature,S)®vIotherffiarthMn§ 
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FigurMlM GoddesMArtemisSvorMEphesosMsecoruMcentury.&Archaeolog)MMuseumE 
Naples.$Courtes)&>JEhdz&uperintendenl]$iorM.rchaeologicaMieritagd&>fz&hem 
provin cesSiflONaplesSi n dSCaserta. 
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her&nanyHacets,BhatMs&xperienced0)yl^ilgrims,Bvayfarers^ncMncreasmglylK] 
theseSiaysH)yHourists,Svho^isitSnS®piritS)f&nindfulness.SVfterHntroducingB 
MonteEVerita&nd 3 tsKurroundings,HnylS:hapter§sKlividedElntoBhree&ectionsfi 
briefly,SheKCelticSind®arlyKhristian^)eriod;SheHlife-reform®ommunitiesBnd0 
anarchists&roundBhefium&>f&he&wentiethH:entury;Eknd&heH:ontemporarylE] 
period.ffiecauseHifSpaceBestramtsSBnentionlSinlylSomeHifflheHkeySlndividualsKl 
who^eftBheirHmprintKbnBhisSirea.'H 

Introduction 

UpSoHheHourteenth®enturyShe^)lateauH)fBMonteS^eritaBvasKalled®/lonascia,KI 
aSnameSthatSsuggestsHaBmonasticSsite.SInStheSlocaMtalianBdialectSitl 3 was§ 
designated 0 KMottK(meamng 0 unkemptKhairy&nons 0 Veneris’)-SrheBermSvasKI 
used&o&efer&oBhreeHbrest-coveredKhillsHaetween&he&dllagesEbfBVrcegno.K 
RoncoBndSVsconaShHheHantonM>fKricino^WackemageMoo5:i76).KrheseBiillsKI 
wereHaid8oSesembleBSiudeSvomanBsleep,SvithK\er^)rominent0nons0/enerisKl 
displayed,&>rShreeHertileH)reastsHiflShe^oddessBVrtemis^ibid.:i7). 

ThreeBreasBInKwitzerlandBreBttributedBvith^reatBnagneticH’orceB-BndEl 

particularBeferenceBhasSieenlSnadeHoHvlonteBAeritalSlnMhisKontextBjSzeemanlEI 

i98o:6;SWackernagelH2OO5:i76).SSzeemanB(i98o:82)Bdescribes&he&nagnetic0 

irregularitylEbfB;he^eology,KbfH;he 0 subsoilHoflEtheKlmountains 0 )etweenKLakeKI 

MaggioreBndKentrovalli^heHegionBlnSvhichBMonteH/eritaBIsSituated.KrheseK 

rock 3 ’ormationsB>riginate 3 ’romHleepHnsideShe&arth,HvhichlSccounts 3 ’orHheKI 

intense&nagnetism&ifBhe&egior&alled&heHvreal^oneB-Kk&ectonic&errainEl 

inBhe 0 talianBVlps&iamed^fterBheH:ityB)fl 3 vrea. 2 03 oth&heB:limate&ncB;heKI 

magnetismHaf&he&egion&reffleemed&esponsibleffor&heQ'ichKsemi-tropicK 

vegetation.KPerhapsBhe&nagneticH'orce&ias&ffinityBvithBhe^)ower,&pirit&irK 

consciousnessShatBhamansBayl3mbueShe8vorldB)f8iature^lVitebskyM995:22).KI 

The^hysicistEPeat§(i994:266-7)^3oints&)utl3;hatl3;he&igmficanceHDfEy%)lace0 

andBhe&nergyS)rSpirit®ssociatedSvithStSs 0 ntrinsic&oSndigenous&cienceKI 

worldwideMtHs&videntMn&negalithicffiurope^eomancyHnBZhina&nd&heS 


lB IBwantBtoBexpressBmyBspecialBgratitudeBtoBGiovanniBandBLauraBSimona,BRetoB 
Mortasini,BCarzzettiBandBAnna-MariaBzurBDohna,BwhoBgaveBmeBrelevantB 
informations) riBvlontel&'drita.BYpartBorBvlariaBmrBDohnalMISreBrornBheBricinoiB 
theSastSnformantSivesSnHheBreasSinceSnany^ears.H&lsoHhankKarolineSfekeS 
andB 3 oreenHrwinBorBheirB:omments. 

2S ThisSrregularitySvasS:onfirmedS)y®rSoergS-[ansenSromBheBEeologicalBDfficeSnB 
Bellinzona^SzeemanB98o:6).BTheffiwiss%eographerB9rB]iiovannBimona^)ointedB 
outflo&neB[pers.&:omm.B2oii)BihatBMonteBVeritaBwas0ocatedtoBiheB)oundaryB 
betweenBtheBEurasianBandBAfricanBplates.BThisBaccountsBforB^e&ocksBofBhighB 
density^withBiBiighB:ontentB)fBiBpecialBronBndBnagnesium)BnBheBegion,BvhichB 
inBurn^broducedBheBnagneticBnd^ravitationaMnomalies. 
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FigureSM CeltitM>irdsEDj$blue$glassM{rchaeolog)$Museum$Locarno.W } hotogmphecM 
b’^.Miobart. 


dream 0 racksK>fflheBYustralianBYborigines.BVligmngBE 3 acredKiteBvithKpecific 0 

timesBndBunlightK)rSnoonlightSouldBilsoK>eSleemedBlmportant.Buch^)ower,KI 

like&nagneticBTorce,Bias8tsS)wnSmpetusSndfflynamicMome^)eople®reSnoreS 

attunedMoBhisHhanSithers. 

TheKelts&ncKarlyKhristian^eriod 

TheHnagneticfforceBttributedBoHheBnvironmentMindsBffimtySnSheKvorld- 

viewBvokedM)yHheKelts^theSdelvetia)BvhoH-eachedKwitzerlan<firoundSooK 

BC. 0 ronKlveapons,BoolsHndSrtefactsHvereBoundHtSheBiteK)fl 3 La 0 , reneBiiiHLakeKI 

NeuchatekSiemonstratingHheirHlevelopmeiitSifflronSVgeBechnologyl^AlcockK 

2009:4) .^thoughMhe 8 >riginS)fl 3 heKeltidJ>eopldlsK>bscure, 3 heyl 3 :onsisted 8 >® 

groups,BdentifiedBvith&H:ommon0anguage,BvhoseBerritory&tretches0'rom0 

theffiritishl 3 sles&crossH:entraKuropeHoS\.sial 3 vlinor&ndSouthwardsBoBhe 0 

MediterraneanB:ountriesS)ibid.:i-i 8 ).ffividenceH)fKeltic&ocietyMs^)rimarily 0 

derivedElfrom^uliusBZaesar’s&ccounts&i®:heB 3 allicBvars&nd&nythsH:arriedlEI 

downlEbyBn'al&radition^specially&he^olourfuMrish&ales^ibid.tig^WromK 

myH:onversation§ l vithl3vlrSZarazzetti^2o^une^oio),BheS<eeper&i®he0ocalKI 


3H TheKelticISivilizationBameBol&BledineHnlijbartBhroughBnternalBvarfareHbetweenB 
tribes ,&sSvelMs 0 nvasionsffromBiorthernBribes&uch&sHheB^andals&ndKHunsB 
inBheffifthB:entury.fflrhis^)avedHheBvayHorBheBRomans,SvithB:heirHiisciplinedB 
militaryBactics&nd§brganization,HoB:onquerHheBdelts,BvhoseB:ulturalB:raditionsB 
became®omanized^Alcocl<Roo9:i69B-B'6)H 
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ArchaeologicalBMuseum 0 nKLocarno,B:heBscriptKbnBaBmegalithlElinEltheBareaB 
testifiesHoBheBnterminglingSfflCelticSndffitruscanllnfluences.KrheBemainsSfB 
aSortressSnSneSfflheSills,BeferredSyBheBZelticBermHBaladrum,&lsoE|>ointsB 
to8he^bresence0)flSheKeltic^beopleB|WackernageMoo5:i76).StBsSioteworthy0 
thatB>neB>fBiteralBneaningsB>f8heBiameB\.scona,BsBheB J adyB>rBheHQueenB)fB 
Ace.lSvhichBelatesHoEjbrehistoricBimesBndKheBmportanceSfflnaternaMeitiesB 
(ibid.:i76);BvlrKIarazzettil%aveSnSdditional|50SsibleSneaningBoBascona’:BnlKI 
CelticBtBnayBmplyBargeffieldsBvhereBnimals§raze,BndBtBsB;nownHlhatEiattleB 
and^rainBropsBvere&>fBpeciaMmportanceHbrBheBivelihood&>fI 3 :heE|)eopleB 
(AlcockBoo9:8i-94).BrheBnuseumBiasBnBarthenwareB>owlBncf|rlass0>irdsB 
(FigureS)®acingBneBnotheifrSBypicaKelticBnotifB-Bhat£f)rovideBidditionalB 
evidenceBofBCelticBinfluence,BthoughlEltheBtechniquesBforBusingBglassBwereB 
introducedKbyBheB?omans,BvhoB;ontrolledB 5 wissBerritoryl 3 intiMboutBi-ooB 
AD. 0 nscriptions,BeliefsBndBculptureBndicateBhatE|rrottos,Brees,Stones,BireB 
andBvaterB-SonnectedBvithBhunderSndBightningB^layedSnBmportantB'oleB 
inSZeltic&ituals.KAllBiatural^ahenomenaSvereSmbuedSvithB/ital^aowerSndB 
associatedSvithHieities&hatEhelped^arotectSgainstlSnd^acify&nalignS’orcesB 
(AlcockB2009:i3i-4).BTheseE|)rivilegedBtaturalBlementsBlso^>articipatedBnB 
cosmicBfecunditySmongBheBTaoistsB|EliadeB954:i53)Bvho,SsBvillSmerge ) BeftB 
aEf>rofoundBmpactB>nBwentieth-centuryBnovementsStBvlonteB 7 eritaB 

GoodS20o8:i4-i7)HirawsBttentionBoBhe^rominenceB>&arthBieities,B 
withSpecialSeferenceBoBvlotherlEEarth,BnBmportant&iealingBigureBnBnanyB 
partB>®heBvorldBtillBoday.BrhisBareatMaoddessB>ecameBssociatedBvithBheB 
BlackBEarthB3oddess,BheS>lack0Vladonna,BvhoBsBoundBnB'ariousE|)artsB5fB 
EuropeBBtaly,Spain,BranceBndB’oland.KirhousandsBflfjilgrimsBnnuallyBisitB 
herBhrineBnEEinsiedelnBnEBavariaB>ecauseS>fBterBnownBiealing&fficacy. 0 nB 
AsconaBhereBsB)neBmallBhrineBvithBiBlignifiedBmageB)fBheB 5 lackB\/[adonnaB 
(FigureBt)BituatedS>n 00 iarrow,Svinding[><|)athBbehindBheBfifteenth-centuryB 
churchSanBvlichele, 0 rected 0 tBheBIelticBiteH>aladrum.Bhe 0 anB>eBdentifiedB 
withBtheBEgyptianBGoddessBIris,BtheBEphesianBE)iana,BRangda 0 nBBali,BSitaB 
orBCaliBnSndia.BBlackBsBheBolourStfBertilityBikeSheBichBilackSoilBifSheB 
Nile.Brhe^oddess,0sBDavidB\rapierB2OO3:282)0rgues,Bs0ssociatedBvith0heB 
apparentlyBnon-rational,BwhichBifBharnessedBandBcontextualized,BcanBleadB 
toBa 01 eeper&eality 0 nd 0 'enewal. 5 BDuringBtheB:enturiesBfollowingBtheBC]elts,B 
theBZatholicSaith 0 )ecame 0 mbeddedBnBheBricino, 0 ndBtBemainsBheBnostB 
CatholicBantonSnBheBountryMmagesBtfBheBdrginBvlar^BvhoSssertsBheB 


4® WackernagelBvritesHLaK)ame®)uBaffieineBlesSVsS)uBlesBVses’. 

5B AndrewBtarveyl 5 i 995 : 37 )l 31 escribes[ 3 he[ 331 ack[ 3 vladonnaBs[ 3 helI)ueen&>fl 3 \fature ,[3 
'theHranscendentalKali-Mother,Hhe8>lackBvombB>fHight’B)ut0)fHvhich&llBvorlds8l 
ariseBndBallHbackBo. 
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Figure&M BlacMMadonnaMb$ftthdftpathSbehin<MthdBfifteenth\Scentur$fichurchW>arM 
MicheleEeadin$&o$MonteEI/erita.fflhotographecM>)ffl\..$Hobart. 


gentler&[ualities&>fE|>urity&nd&>bedience,BoughtBloKlisplaceBheKlark,&iiddenKI 
qualities 03 f&he 031 ackKMadonna.Krhe&nanySshrines,&nedievalB:hapels 0 an(B 
churchesBnBheB'alleys&etweenBhe&ivers&ndBhe&kyBucM&sHvladonnaBielKI 
SassoHnl^ocarno&r^adonnafflellalEFontanna,KIhapeM)fBheB 3 oddess&>fBhe 0 
Fountain, ®>uiltSnMhe8eventeenthM;entury,HreSvitnessesSoShis^brocess. 

MadonnaSiellffontanna®till&emainsffl 3 }uietl 5 >ilgrimageSite&iear 0 VlonteK 

Verita.ffltsHmythSo®origin§(Goo<®20o8:i5)HactsHasHaMwarrantH;oSactivities§ 
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performed&here.SThis&nythl 3 ;ells&if&Sleafl^irMvhoBvouldKherdKheiSheep.KI 
However, 0 he 0 heepEffliedl 3 becauseKb®EfflroughtH]nHlheEIrea.HBut 0 he 0 awl 8 L 0 pring 0 
offlvaterlM 2 il^rotto, 0 md 0 nysteriously§vasBuredEibfl 3 ierfffleafnessBfterlMrinking 0 
some0>®he0vater,0vhileEMiheBame8imeBhe0andHbecameBertile0>nceHriore.0 
Irrespective 0 hatBBnodernMinderground 0 unneMorBM-oadE|oiiiingH,ocamo 0 o 0 
BellinzonaKhas&ecentlyH)eenB:utMntoBhe 0 and,^)ollutingBheBvater,^)ilgrimsKl 
continueBoBdsitSlheBacredBite.BrheBrutches,Rosaries,ElmuletsHIhereBhowlHItsB 
healingB>rientation.0rhe[>|rottoBlso0:elebratesBiature’sB)eauty,Bs011ustratedln0 
aHewSinesH’romBnBnonymous^boem&iangingBinB^aperHinBheSvall. 

TheBaoddessBjfBheffountainBsBnanifestBnBiature.B 

inR^rowing 8 ree,Hhe&olours 8 >fiHlower, 8 heH'ragrance 8 )fflBoseB 

Mml>|>resentBnBheBonsciousnessB>ftverything 8 -ffil 

inBhe 8 xquisiteBhapeB>fi 8 tone,Bn 8 Biny^rain 8 )f 8 and ,8 

inBheBnajestyB)fflBnountain,BnBheBhythmsB)fBiature .8 

8 AllBhisBurroundsBl'ou.ffl 

8 IBmBn^ourBieart-centre . 6 

TheHleformEommunities&tEMonteS/eritaKktBheBurnBbfHheEl 

twentiethS:enturyS 

Monte 0 Verita 0 is 0 not 0 a 0 pilgrimage 0 site 01 ike 0 Mecca, 0 Jerusalem, 0 Lourdes ,0 

Rome&>r 0 Mountl 3 <ailash. 0 -Iowever,Bhere&reB)ther 0 :ircumstancesBvheii 0 :he 0 

term0pilgrimage0has0been0applied,Bfor0instance,0in§relation0to0warBgraves,0 

concentrationBkamps 0 or 0 even 0 anlEElvis 0 PresleyBshrinefi\t 0 the 0 >eginning 0 of 0 

theBtwentiethBcenturyBanarchistsBandBlife-reformBcommunitiesBsettledBatB 

Monte^erita&nd 0 ts&icinities. 0 rhese^)eopleB;anH)eH:alled^)ilgrims&sBhey 0 

are&ssentially0archetypicaMeekers’^Colemanl&nd0Eade^oo4:6).KProminent0 

figuresBvhoBnspiredBhemSvereSuchBvritersBndEfjhilosophersBs^eari-JacquesB 

Rousseau8|i7i2-78),Hk[ietzscheB[i828-i9io)&nd3 J eoKrolstoy8[i828-i9io).KI 

TheBndustrialB'evolutionBof&heBiineteenthBcenturyBwrought^arofoundB 
changesBn0the01ife0ofBthe0people,0that0were0also0irnpacted0byBthe0rise0of0 
capitalism,BProtestantismBandBtheBEnlightenment.BThisBisBiiotBtheBplaceBtoB 
discuss&he0:omplexities0b®he0ndustrializationBnlEEurope,&xcept&o0|5oint0 
outBhatBhe&ffects,BvhileHavourableBoBome,H)roughtBqualoi®ndBuffering0 


68 This 8 sBny 8 ranslation 8 rom 8 heBtalian: 8 \re//ffl 8 !«tMrfflBM 8 e(ii' 8 we,B!e//flBrescAfl ®®«8 
albero,MielMolordfflSin$iore,MieRi$i>rofum(MMincMosaM(MoncR$)resentdiitiM>gnSi&osa$ 
sMemprdft:onsapvole$irMiuestoMdellcM)ellezztMMiella$formt&iMznaSfy>ietm$irMiiM 
minuscoldQranelloWMabbiaJihellcMnaestraM&niAnontagnaJMRoncMaMcorri&oM 
ritmcMellcMiaturaSFondit&otMuttiMluantcMMntorrKMMeM'i&rovera&ircondatiM 
daMneglioM 
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FigurM 50 ThdftpilgrirrMGust(MGraeser’sSorMhisSnomadi(Mwanders$\itMGermanyM 
Courtesy$Deutsch$Monte-Verita$Archive,VFreudenstein. 

in&heirSvakeMtHs&gainstBhisHjackdrop&hatHndividuals&ought&o&scapeS 
from®nBncompassingBocialHtructure.Hnl 3 vIartinSareen’sBvords: 0 For&rtists,KI 
the&narchists,HheBheosophists,B\sconaMvasW'haturaM:en1:re,M<home&>fBheB 
spirit.StSvas®nMinofficiaMentre,Hn&BenseBecret,Hn&nanyl 3 vaysBcandalous,K 
butB%anglionS)f8he^brotestlSystemM)®lKurope.’B|cited8n®chwab&oo3:247).H 
TheBhistoryBo®MonteBVerita,BasBsuch,BbeganEWhen§aBsmallBgroupBofB 
predominantlyS3ermanl^)eopleH;ameBoBhe0ricino.K[n&9OoBheyl3’ounded&KI 
vegetarian&ndSiaturist&olony&nd&anatorium&t&SiteBhey&iamecBvIonteS 
Verita, 0 MountainH>®rruth’.ff > rominentBnembersHifflhis 3 ’ounding^roupBvereK 
the^3ianist0da0dofman,Ba&ichHndustrialist’s&oii,0-IeiiriKDedenkoveii®'romKl 
Belgian,KkndGKarMndHGustoHGraeserH!WackernageMoo5:i8o-2).B 

AmongBhese&arlyl 3 vlontevertani, 0 .e.&nigrantsBo 0 Vlonte 0 /erita, 0 BvanfE 
hereBoHlraw&ttention&inlyHoBheBvandering^)ilgrimS3ustoSaraeser^i879- 
i958)^Figure^).KHeBvasH)ornHnKRumania^ndHiied&iear0Vlumch.KHeBvas^§ 
charismaticffigure^hoBoosely^articipatedSnBheBctivitiesStBvlonte^erita.KI 
ABall,BmposingHrian,BaustoH 3 raeserl 3 vanderedBhroughoutffiurope. 0 >cholarsB 
have^iointed&iutBhatSvalkingH’or&iours&inHbot&an&ieH'iewed&s&H’orm&i® 
self-sacrifice,Sn&ct&i®nduranceBnd®usterityl^Coleman&ndffiade^oo4:ii).K 
GraeserBivedB>fflBusBpeechesBindBroniBellingBus£f>oemsBo£jbassers-byl 3 >nBheB 
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streets.SdnallySieSettledBiiSl^rottoBiehindBvlonteSteritaBiearSoSBampHbrK] 

Polish&efugeesHrom0\raziK3ermanyBWackerriageMoo5:i82).BTe0vas0E|>oet,B 

stricti5>acifis®ndBiature-prophetSirawn&oBhe0deals&ifB)othENietzsche&ndKI 

Sain®rancis0fE'A.ssisiBimilarBo0he0blstoy,KGraeser0onjoinedBion-violenceB 

andSpirituaMnarchyBomeE|>eople0eferred0o0im0s0heKGaiidhi0>f0he0)Test;0 

others0onsidered0um0TLad’,Slescribing0rim0s0iaving0BmallG|;reen0parrow’0 

(eiM0Grwera/?ec/zt)0n0his0head0(ibid.:i82)Mn0fact0Gusto0Graeser0was0sentB 

twiceBo^risorBndBhreatenedSvithBieportationBoBhe&oncentratioiiSampB 

BuchenwaldBbr0tis0>izarre,0sodaB>ehaviour. 

Graeser0became0deeply0interested0in0Eastem0philosophy,0spetificallylK] 
Taoism,0nd0ven^>roduced00:ereiidering05f0:heBraoBre0Ihing05fB:he&hird0 
century0BcS)y§Laodrzu,0which0he0passed0}ver&o0tis§friend,0the0poet0and0 
novelistiBierman&desse.fforSraoists.SraoSneaiisBtheBvayBheSimverseBvorks’B 
and&anSlsoBieBranslatedSsBheSwaySifBheB/italBpiritXWaley,0977:30,0!9).0 
The0wayBannot0>e^rasped§}y0he&>rdinaryBenses0ior0iescribed0n0vords.0 
Hence0sages0speak0n0-iddles0and0paradoxes,0atBimes0ike0ools0(Okakura0 
1964:20) .SThisSouldSlescribeSGraeser.B 

Herman0Hesse0(i877-i962)01ived0for0several0years0in0the0Ticino0and0 

was0ured0rom0iis[><hlcohol0iependency0iuring0iis0hree0veeks03ojoum[><M<] 

theBvtonteBVeritaBanatorium.STeBndSGraeserBtudiedSheBJpanishadsBndlK] 

the0Tao0reBChing0ogether0(Wackeriiagel02OO5:i8i).B3raeser’sBnfluence0m0 

HesseMs&videnMrMudcM^orks&s^iddharta^DemiaiMn^Monte^erita^DeM 

Weltverbesserer). 

The^eaming0o0econnectMvith0heE|>rocesses0> filature, SheBubstanceSifIKI 
the&arth,0he0vilderness,01soE|>ropelled0he0arly0Vloiiteveritam0n0he0ife- 
reformlEI(Z,e&e«sre/brw)Kj3rogrammesHatl3vlonte0Verita,0vhich0vas0:onceivedlEI 
offlas0a0temple0site’0(see05zeemann0i98o:62).Brheir0aim0wasBto0ive0)nly0 
from0he0ruits&>f0he0arth0n00adicaM'etum[3o0iature’BMautiier0ooo:6)0 
JeanS[acques0Rousseau’s0philosophy0is0reflectedlE]in0this0phrase.0Rousseau,0 
the02ighteenth-centuryBcholar0rom03eneva,0argued0hat0:ity0ife,0vith0ts0 
inherent&conomic0nequality,0ed0o0orruptedBnorals;0ie0dvocated0iumans0 
retum0to0nature0in0order0to0rediscover0their0natural0innate0goodiiess0-0 
henceBiis&netaphor0the0iobleBavage’0see0Vlautner0ooo:49O-2).0rhe&arlylK] 
1wentieth0entury0s00omplicatedE|>eriod,0vhen0oncepts0rom0>oth0he0)Test§ 
and&heKast0ntermingled,0nd0>ecame0iitertwined0vith0onflicting0mages,0 
values0ndBeliefs0lerivedBrom[>'|)agamsm,Spiritualism,0iaturaMnedicine,She0 
RosicrucianBrotherhood0nd[3heosophy,0theism,Bnarchism0iid0ommunism0 
orBibertarianBocialism.B 

The01ife-reform0programmes0(see,0for0instance,0Mros02OO9a;0Schwab0 

2OO3)Bhat0iiifolded0nBhe0'egetarian0:ooperative0at0Vlonte0Verita03Ought0 

toK|3ave0he0vay0orB0iew0itopia.0TundredsB>f0Germans,0)utBlso0dsitors0 
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FigureSM DanceMilMv[onteS/eritaMvithSheSitleBFree$!Love$hncM\.narchy’.MJourtes)& 
Verlag/BoolMiruMVIediaS 3 mbH,MVIunich. 

fromffrance^ussia.Staly^venSVrgentina^partlSFromKwissShemselves^ereS 
drawn8o8he8ite,8vhereBhey8nE|$eneraBtayed8bout®ixBveeksS]Mros^oo9S 
a:263).STheSDpeningSDfStheSGottardStunneMnSi882SLnSSwitzerlandSandStheS 
advancements nSandBransformation&>f8:ourse8nade8rave&asier.Srhe8nainS 
programmesSunIStBheBanatoriumSncluded: 

* K Strict&egetarianismBndRbstinenceRffllcoholH 

* 8 NudismHnHirderBoB'ecaptureSensuousHeelingsHndM'econnectSvithBiature. 

*k Freedom&>®xpressionBnHiance,Bnusic,^5oetry&ndHreeSove.BrheSlancersB 
wereBiudeB>iSvore8cantyB:lothes.H'he§dungarian®udol®onB,aban^i879- 
i958)8)ecame&M<eyffigure0nHhe&phere8)f8iance&nd&nusic&nd&ience0sB 
singledBsut.HdisBiotation.Scnown&sH^abannotation.&iasHeft&nHmpactSjnB 
numerousBystems 8 )f 81 anceBnffiurope. 0 deBoughtHoBmiteHheBrts^sound,B 
danceBmd8word).8His&mphasisB)n8freeKbody&xpressionBn8;ombination8 
with8ommunaManceBvas8ssentiallyKBdtal[>J>rotestBgainst[MHnstitutionalH 
artistic8orms8ndBocialB:onventionsHhatHlmderpinnedB)ourgeoisBociety8)® 
the 8 ime^Figure®).KThis 8 alentedEhorographer 8 )fflance 0 efinec 0 iisKlancing 8 
communityBs8heKICathedral8)fHheffuture’^MaraffolinHooo:29).8 
* H Women’s8emancipation8-8‘women8shouldBnotBactHike8puppets8butHikeB 
humans’8(Schwab82003:84).8Women8were8seenKlto8have8an8important8 
roleKktBthisBtimeHnKlmediatingKbetweenKbensory8sxperience8andKlrational,8 
disembodiecBeason.B 
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* B Reform® 3 ®lothing.®t[&hould[S>eCimple.®i>Ck>men®ieedBiotBvear®'estrictive® 
clothes,®like®corsets.®Men®woreHlooseBshirts,®trousersBtoBthe®calves®and® 
sandals,CrCemainedBbarefoot. 

* B ReformB)fflvriting,Hor®xample,BioBise 8 )®apitalHetters. 

TheSiutdoor&ctivitiesS^nducted&tBvlonte^erita&vereSnterconnected® 
and®can®be®considered®holistic,®not®being®dominated®by®the®Cartesian® 
dualism®hatHeparates®TLind®Tom[ 3 }ody,Bpirit®Torn®Tiatter.®tet®:hey®:ook®m® 
their®awn®ndividualistic,Eht®:irnes®quirky,0uridEhnd[><kubversive®:olouring.S\® 
ritualistic®element®comes®:o®the®fore®in®the®dance^>erformances®instigated® 
by®he®-Iungarian&ristocrat®udolfS'on® J aban®n®knSttempted®-econciliation® 
by®humans®with®the®earth®and®the®elements:®for®instance,®the®torchlight® 
processions®tvithBiance®:elebrating®Tymns®:o®:he&un£<|)erformed®iuring®:he® 
height®of®the®First®World®War 7 ®or®the®majestic®dances®by®Charlotte®Bara,® 
suggestiveH>ffigyptianSnythologyimMara3 : olinMooo:29).Krhese^)erformancesKl 
were&ssentially®liminar®)r®quasi-liminar&vents®:hat®n®rurnerSnd®rurner’s® 
(i978:253)®tVordsEhre®:haracteristically®:ound®n®TLodern®ndustrial&ocieties.® 
Such® performances® were® liberating® and® potentially® healing® for® those® 
participating.® 

The®anarchists®who®found®their®way®to®Monte®Verita®deserve®special® 
mention.®The®nost®'emarkable®Afere®vIichael®3akunin®^i8i4-76)&ndKPrince® 
Peter® Kropotkin® (1842-1921),®who®left® behind® a®legacy® of® original®and® 
influential®iterary®Aforks.®To®:ite®;he®rurners®^i978:3),®;heir^)ilgrimage®Tiay® 
have®)eenBboutKj 30 tentialityMs®velMs®transition^rovidingH®esting^round® 
for®iew®deas.®TheseSntellectualsB-efutedM®dnds®)f®iomination,Specifically® 
challenging®the®legitimacy®of®state®power.®Bakunin’s®viewpoint®is®vividly® 
iUustratedSnSiisSragmentecMterarylStudySSofi&KfiWzeSifflfe: 

The^)rivilegedBnan,Bvhether^)oliticallyS)r&conomically,BsBBnanBlepraved§ 
in®nindBnd®ieart.®rhat§s®L 0 ocialBaw§vhich®idmits®>®ioSxception,® 
andBsBsISpplicableBoCntireBiationsBsBvelBsMasses.Corporations.Bnd® 
individuals.HtHsBheBawKbfflqualityBheBupremelSonditionBbffibertyBind® 
humanity.® ® 

® (Bakuninfl 970:31) 


7 ® Von® J aban®vasCnBmportantH , igure®nHhe 0 historyB)f®lance. 0 n®. 9 i 3 Bie®novedBiisB 
danceCchooMrom®Vtunich 0 o®VtonteC r erita,®vhere®t 0 )ecameCnBntegral^ 3 art®)f® 
the®ndividualisticC^egetarianH 7 ooperative.®He® 3 ecameCBnember®i®heHI).T.O.,® 
the® 3 rder® 3 ®Driental®remplars,®ed® 3 y®rheodor®Reuss,®Arhoffrequented 0 Vlonte® 
Verita.CndCanM^aban’sBSongsSoBheKun’BlrewBiisparateBiiystics.ffiosicrucians,® 
TemplarsCndGnosticsBoBheSrea. 
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BakuninMurtherBmphasized,^] 

IBecogniseBioBnfallibleRuthority.. .8YuthorityBsBmposedMiponBne[l>y8io8 
one,Bieither®>yBnen 8 iorBGod.l>Dtherwise 08 vouldB'epel[ 3 hem 8 vithBiorror ,8 
andB>idBhe01evilBakeHheirB:ounsels.8 

8 (ibid.: 33)8 

TheSiistorianOavi<fi3oodwayE(i988:5)SrguesBhat&narchistE|)recursorsK] 

canH)eBracedK)ack 0 oKhinese 0 'aoism,BLao 0 'zuBndKChunag 0 '’zu,SisBvelMs 0 oK 

GreekSVntiquitySindKenoS)fKitium. 0 roS[uoteBrom 8 heKrao 0 reBChing: 

The 0 nanB)f 0 iighestBpower’Bloes 0 iot&eveal 0 iimself&s[>M|jossessorB>fBpower’B 
Thereto reBieBkeepsBiisBpower’8 

TheBnanB>fBnferior8power’B:annotBid0tB>fBheBppearanceB>fK|5ower’8 
Thereto reBieBsBnBruthBvithout8power!8 
The 0 nanB)fBiighest 8 power’BieitherBctsBiorBsBhere 8 
anyBvhoBoBegardBum.B 

8 (WaleyH 968 : 189 ) 

ItMsSdear&hatSheHTaoistKjaositionEkccords&vith&hat&iflEhnarchismEhndlEI 
libertarianism,SvhichBssertsHheSbsenceB)®Snaster,S)®Sovereign^GoodwayS 
2006:4) .KThis 0 poinMs 0 ucidly 0 expressecMn§IvanlErrurgenev’s&:lassic,KIFfl£/zeHEI 
cz«r®S'o«,CvhereC>neC>®heB:haractersSaysC\[><Nihilis®sSCnan&vho&ioesn’® 
acknowledgeSny&uthorities,CvhoBloesn’t&cceptCSingleE|)rincipleC>nl 3 aith,K] 
no&iatterCowHnuchBhat^rinciple&iayHbeBurroundedHbyBlespect.’SITurgenevS 
2008:23). 

LikeBheCaoists,BheBnarchists,BvhileCnownBbrBheii®iverseBpproaches,B 
allCejectedCheCulingClassesiStCnustCeCememberedChatCheSemi-feudalB 
RussianStateH®heBimeHvasH)ppressiveSndS\arshl^GoodwayHoo6:9).®akuninlEI 
andBKropotkinBtravelledBwidely.BYetBtheirBpilgrimagesBwereBinBsomeBwaysB 
internaM>nes. 3 n 0 une 8 vithSheBnagicS)®raoism, 8 nanySnarchistsBssumedSheKI 
universe&vasCnalleableBhroughCeflectiveChought,Contemplation,Stillness,B 
becomingCneSvithCheChythmsSi filature, E|deldingCkeBvaterSgainstCvhichB 
nothingSanD|>revail^seeSX£aleyB968:238).BrheBmallCndBargeBvaterfallsHhatB 
gusl®ndfflowCownBliffsBntoBheBiverBalleysCtKhe 0 'icino[S>eautifullyBlisplayB 
thisBjuality.B 

BrheCruitsCfCnarchismCreStillBvidespreadSoday,CspeciallyBnBermsB 

ofHBiiscontentBvith&heState.CIoweverCheCfe-reformCnovementsStMvlonteB 

Verita^eteredCut§oBn®ndCiMheB92os.B\JSIiumberBbffleasonsKl:anl3beKbutline<H 

toBexplainCheirdeclineB(seeBSchwabB2003:259-66).CrheCdealistS:onceptsB 

underpinningBheSanatoriumBostCheirCnomentumSsCCecameCver-moreB 
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commercial,SregressingKIintoKaSprivateKenterprise.KITheSsiteSremainedKIanK] 
attractionS'orSheH)ourgeoisBlite 0 ’romBllHiverKheKvorld,Bvhile 0 heSanatoriumS 
becameKyEhealthcare&;entreKlike&nanyEbthers, 0 especiallyl 3 iiKGermany.Hrwo 0 
of§theKoriginaMoundersKwent&oKBrazil,KandKKarlHGraeser 01 eft&heKcolonylEl 
disillusionecfivithBheBanatoriurn’s&oncessionsBhe&arlylSvlonteveritaniHvereK 
neverSntegratedHnto&he 0 TicinoH:ommunity;Bhey&emained&ssentiallyl 3 n &0 
structural&oid,BieitherSncorporated 0 ntoHheir&iomelandSiorKiricino®ociety.KI 
Indeed§ocalsBeferrecHoBhemHlerogatively§ksK>a//aWot,Svhich 0 nHheKriciiioK 
dialectE!meansKrthose&vho0walk0around0nB;heQiudeKland0areBbarmy’S(pers.0 
comm.0RetoKIMortazin®2oio).KIOneKelderlyEfemaleKinhabitantSoflEltheKareaK 
who&ecalledBhe&>izarreBloings&t&he&ite&)yl 3 ;he&tandards&i®he 0 /illagers 0 
describedKheBeform&ommunityBhus: 

Monte§/eritaBvasBH3abeHTowerB)fffiin^5Me«i5le«ffifli?e/],SBite8hat^ieldecH 
toBheBemptationsSbfBheffleshHndlilesire.lS’eopleBleptSvithKbneBnotherB 
mdiscriminately.8rheirBotalBackB>®estraintBvas8hocking.B 8 
8 (anon. 8 Ticinese^)ers. 0 :ommMOO 9 ) 

InBffect,BheBiteBemained&Belf-enclosed,Belf-absorbed&olony§i)fBelectE] 

foreign&isitors,&ravellers&nd^)ilgrimsSiiSearchSDf&l 3 iewl^)aradise.Kl\sconaKI 

aroundHheBurn&>fiheSwentiethH;enturyl 3 vas&iotBSieluxe 8 ouristBesort,&)ut§ 

al^)oorH’ishing&illage,&xacerbating&heSnhabitants’SenseB)f&lienationHromlEI 

MonteEVerita. 

I&vantHto&nakeHarief&nentionSofStheHartists&vhoScameSto&heffl’icinoB 
NamesBhatS;ome8o8nind8re&duga®all,&dansKVrp,BVlexej8'on^awlenskySindH 
other, 3 essSvell-known,®rtists&>fl 3 heffiauhaus.Kirheffiussiaii^)ainter 0 vlarianneK 
von0^erefkinE(i86o-i938)^Figure^/)Bieserves&ingling&>ut.Khe&nigratedBoKI 
Ascona,SvhereHheSettled,HnixingBvithShe&illagers,BnanyH)Bvhom 0 -espectedEl 
her.WerEf>aintingsE 3 )fl 3 akes,Ef>eopleBndBnountains[lnMhefficinoHreEMMrirlingK] 
yellows,&eds,ffleep^reens&nd&>lues. 0 TheirH:apacityl 3 ;o&elease&natterSntoM 
light&eems&oSrint&t&n&lement&>f&elf-sacrifice. 0 n&hisBheyKhave&ffinitylEI 
withEImpressionistBpaintings&hatHdepict&heHsontinuousKplayHoMightHandEl 
shadeSnBhe&nvironment,SncludingBhe&nagnetic 0 orces 0 nherentMn&iatureKI 
that^ungian&nalystsEilssociateKvithHIemalelljbowersBndSheHDarkffioddess^seeK 
Woodman&ndH)icksonH997:i92-6).KI 

Ultimately, Ktheffife-reformKcolonyHatBMonteKVeritaEcouldKiiotKsustainE] 
itselMinancially®ndBvasHold0o®aroiiKduardH'onHler&teydtHnB926.®eforeKI 
turningBoHheB;oiitemporary&ra,HHvant8o&nentionHheKranosH:onferences,K 
many§o®which,SnHtheKearly§years,®ookSplace^tSMonte 0 Verita.Hrhe 0 story§ 
o®Eranos, 0 which 0 meansK‘Sacred 0 Banquet’Kin 0 ancientBGreek,Kimplying 0 anEl 
‘offering&near^HakMooi:96),&ilendsBvithS;he&iistory&ifl3vlonte^ r erita&s&IEI 
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FigurM'M Paintin0ofi§thM‘Bi$QMoon^b)&MariennMWerefkinMCourtes)MMuseurrM 
CommualeW’Arl$Moderna$\scona. 

pilgrimage&ite.0^ald^2ooi)Bs&heB)nly&cholar&oKhave&vritten&xtensively0 
aboutKEranos.HThese&onferencesBirew&minenlMntellectualsKrom&eligiousK] 
studies,philosophy,BrtSndBcienceSoBVsconaSnnually,HorBboutHhree 8 veeks 0 
in&heKsummer,Klfrom0L933Kfor§atKleastKseventylElyears.KIOutstandingKlamongKI 
theKscholars 0 who 0 participatedSfairly&egularly 0 are 0 CarlHGustavSJung,ffirichK 
Newmann,KMirceaffiliade,KMartiiiKBuber,KPaul 0 rillich,KHenrHZorbiii, 0 reitaroKI 
Suzuki&ndS\nnemarieffichimmel,Smong&nany&>thers.KranosBneetings®reK 
stilMontinuing,BhoughMvithl 3 essP;randeur,MMonte£Verita.H 
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EranosSvasS’ounded&>yHhe&iotableKwiss,H’ormerlyl 3 Z)utch,®rt&iistorianlEl 

Olgaffrobe-Kapteyn.BnlSier 0 nauguratingKpeech&tffiranos,Khe&xplained 0 hatfi 

sheSoughtHoStimulateHhroughHhe&neetingsSnterchange&>etweenEKX 7 esternKI 

psychologyElandffiasternElspiritualityS(HaklS20oi:88).® : r6be-Kapteyii’sKlvisionEl 

offfiranos^s&l^)ilgrimageBite,&STieetingH:entreH’orSntellectuals&in&Hjuest,KI 

emergesKn®\erBppellationS>fStSs^KGrail^eme«H7ra/]®\angmgK)etween0\eavenEl 

and&arth’.0rhis0s®ii&vocative&netaphorHbr8heH;onferences;Hheffliscussions0 

were&oupledSvith&nealsSvhere&heScholars&atBogetherB-^arobablyMn&ierK 

imaginationl&roundB0able’K!ibid.:82)3ike0he3cmghts®>fl3(ingBYrthur. 

CarlBGustavlEIJung0(i875-i96i)BhadKlaKlprofoundKlimpactEonlEltheKEranosKI 
conferencesESor®verElwentyl^earsE$ibid.:87).®i.nBhfluentialSlhinkerBndfflimcian,K 
heBoundedE&nalyticalEJisychology&ndHhe^ungianElnstitute&ifff’sychotherapylK] 
atEKurich.BJungHstressed&heHmportanceBjf&tudyingffiasternElandElWesternE] 
philosophy,Alchemy,Bociology®ndShe®rts,&nd&if&emaiiiingSeparate 3 ’romlEI 
politicalBnovementsBtMheffime. 8 SdisSeachingsH>nBheB:ollectiveBlinconscious,K 
‘archetypesMndHndividuation’^seeBPereraH98i:95-6)HleftHnllmpactH)nKranos0 
(HakMooi: 9 i). 0 disH)wnHpirituaMndB\ealing^burneyl 31 argelyll)eganHfterffreudEl 
and&ieKlisagreed&>n[i:heoreticaMssues®nd£J>artecMvays,&fi:er®vhich&ieBventlK] 
throughS®rawn-ouMisturbedGJ>eriod.®SvasKlluring8hisBimeHlhatl3lungHbeganH 
toBelf-experiment,HryingHoHmderstandl2he0mages,Bymbols®nd&nyths®hatlK] 
surfaced0’romB\isKknconscious,®speciallyllluring®lreams,HindHheir®fficaciousKl 
power. 9 HdisK:oncepts&>f®rchetypesBesonatedBvithE|iaganE|>rototypes&videntlK] 
inBheHdcino.®^eHieedHnerelyl 3 oH:onsiderl 3 heBknima,Kbxpressed®s®heHGreatH 
Mother® r 0 v!otherffiarth,BheSlark§oddess,BvhoSpitomizesSictive,HimbivalentlEI 
energy,KandHotherffemaleKarchetypes .03 therBdominantKarchetypesKare&heK 
mandala^circle®nffianskrit),&he®nake®>rBiragonMn®9i6^ung^)ainted0iisK 
firstSnandala,®vhichBummed&ip&iisBnner&ealization&>fBheH:osmid|>assageK] 
in®vhich&he&nacrocosmicHandSnicrocosmic0are®ntegratedKI(ibid.:75).01ung0 
recountedMhatSheSmageBhadBmerged^nHSlreamS 


88 Jung’s^3oliticaMtance0s&iebulous.BMthough&ome&>fiiis®rticles&iaveB'acist®ncH 
fascist8>vertones,®ie8LlsoBielped8omeBewsHscape8rom[HGermany.B-[eBmphasized8 
theKhecessityBafKEranos&emaining&eparateHrom&lIKjaoliticaMnovements^HakH 
2001:125-33). 

98 Jung’s8>rientationl>lmerges8dvidlyBnBhel3;ecH!oo/<8!2009),BBolio8rolume8vhichBsB 
bound 0 nBedHeather. 0 t 0 sBvritten 0 n&legantS:alligraphy&n(fiichly 011 ustrated&)y§ 
Jung,B-[eBvroteBheBnanuscriptB)etweenB.9i4BndB.93oBfterBiis8elationshipBvithB 
Freu<Huptured.Hrhe&olume^see^afeeH979:66-75)SlsBBnasterpieceSlnSvhich3ungB 
exploresBiisBfcxperiencesBndBnsightBhatBnnerBmagesl>&re8inkedBoBheB:ollectiveB 
unconscious,BrchetypesBndBheKpiritualBealm. 
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MoundBnyselfBnBSlirty,Booty8ityBvhichBvasH J iverpool.HBvalkedBhroughKI 

thefflarkBtreets8vith&BiumberH>f®wiss^)eople.HrheB:itySeeme(lBoB)eHbove§ 

aBiarbour,B>nB:liffs.HVhenBvefeachedHhe^)lateauBveHoundBhatBnanyB 

streets&onvergedBnto&Bquare. 0 nBhe&entre 0 (offlheBquare)§vasHB'oundKI 

pool,SndBnBheBniddleB)ffltSBmalHsland.HVhileSverythingBoundBvasB 

obscuredB>yBain,Hog,l 3 moke,Bndl 31 imlyl>llitl 31 arkness,llheHiittlel>islandl 8 blazed® 

withBunlight.C)nBtBtoodHBingleBree,HHnagnolia,BnHBhowerB)ffleddishB 

blossoms.® ® 

® (JaffeH 979 : 92 )® 

The&nagnolia&ree&epresents&he^xis&nundi,BirH;entre&ifl 3 ;heB;osmos ,0 

which&onjoins8heHpheres&>fflieaven,&arth®ndSinderworld.HvlagnoliaHreesKI 

happenBofflourishHnBhefficino,HvhereHrfipringHhey§kreH:overedBvithHleepE 

red,BvhiteH>rl 5 )inkK>lossomsBhat^lungSnustB\aveHeen 0 uringHiisHrequeiitBKsitsKI 

toffiieBegion.K 

The 0 mandala 0 expressed&oKIJungKI‘wholeness’,&heK“regulatingScentreKofKI 
the^)ersonalityQvhich&ranscendsBhe&go’^Perera&98i:96).KLJndoubtedlyEhisK 
ownlKIpsychologica&xperiences&ndffantasiesBirewlKhimKltoKIstudyQnBiepthlE] 
such0manuscripts0asBtheK!Chinese0bookKir/jeSSecre®q/0t/2eKGo/(ie«KlF/ower,0 
whichffiicharclBWilheimE(i957)Bransla1:ecfind[5ungH:ommentedB)nM , heBex10 
combines^aois®ndffiuddhistBechmques&>f&neditation.0\MjuoteH'romEJungK 
highlightsShe^roximitylliffliisShinkingSoSomeBncientffiasternl^hilosophies.KI 

TheEoldenB : lower^or®heavenl)#ieart’)BsBBnandalaBymbol...HtBs®lrawn® 
eitherSeer®romBbove&sBBegular%eometricB)rnament,B)r&sBB)lossom® 
growingi'romB^blant.HThe^ilantBsBrequentlyBBtructureHnBjrilliantBiery® 
colours^rowingB>utB)fBB)edB)fBlarkness,BndB:arryingBheB)lossomM)fflight® 
upBop.B ® 

® (ibid.:101) 

TheKgoldenKlmandalaKlinlElthisKlpaintingKlbylEIJungK(seeKJaffe0i979:7i)KlisKI 

surroundedKbyEbl 3 ’ierceBiragon^Figureffi)B-&nHmageKknownHnMraoism&sK 

evoking&heSpiritH>fKosmicKhange’B[OkakuraH9o6:2o). 

Jung’sKextensive&ravelsKledHhim 0 ;o 0 [ndiaKbnd 0 NrewSMexico,KwhereKlheK 
became&wareBhat§/aried 0 brms&>fl 3 nandalasBvere 0 isedSnBiiverse&ettings;KI 
for 0 nstance, 0 nB;he&and^)aintingsBofl 3 ;he 0 N[avajoB)r 0 ) ueblo 0 ndians&iuring 0 
curing&ituals.KHe&lso&ncouragedKhis^iatientsBoSlrawEbircularHbrmationsKI 
inEbrder&o&evitalize&heir&ealities.EMany&ifEJung’sHdeasScontinued&oKbeS 
explored&tKranos&onferences^at®>othSvlonte^ r erita®nd^illaMaabriella)B)ylEI 
suchBenownedBcholars&sHheEJewisMikabbalah&pecialistKershomHlcholemK 
(1897-1982),&he0slamic^)hilosopherl3-[enrHZorbinlE(i9O3-78),&he0iistorianlEI 
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FigureSM Paintin$$oj$lgolder&nandalaEsurroundecM))KMMragonEevokin$Sthe$!spiriM 
of$cosmid$changeWrMraoismW)yR$ParMjustaf$ungMrh&ykedMBool<^SoruA 
Shamdasani),$2009Xourtes)$Norton$incMJompany,$SIeiiWork,$London. 


o®-eligionHvIircea0;iiadeK(i9O7-86)Kknd&he^ungianE|5sychotherapistl5amesKI 

HillmanB[i926-20ii)H[HakMooi:249-73,S29-S8).K 

WereBhe§ravellers,0ntellectualsBndEInterestedEIaypeopleHvhoBravelledl3oK] 
Eranos^)ilgrims?BVlthoughH:ommumtas’^)robablylSlid0iot0riseSluringffiranosK 
conferences,&heyMindoubtedly&ncouragec&oluntaryH:omradeshipKbetweenlK] 
participants,&spedallyHfBheyM:ame0egularly,BvherebyBtHsBvorthHiotingBhatE 
the^>articipantsK>elonged^)rimarilyl3oSheKhtellectuaBlite.SVtShis^)ointllKlvantlEI 
toBurnBoBhe&ontempory&ra&tlSvlonte^eritaMtMvillEbecomeBpparentBhatE] 
themesBndHnotivesH>fI3heEJ>astBre&choedHln§he^bresent. 
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FigureEM BaronE>onElerE1eydMtandingEn^ronMjEhM>lcM>uildin$&>JiMonteft&eritaE 
1926,Eymago.netMThdEsymbolsEoJEyirMancMyan$EareEinscribe<MorMthM 
terraceShncMvindows.Whe^epresenMheSiwi&omplementary^rincipleM 
irMaoisinMMhe^emaleMarM>neMiniMheSnale,E>rightM)neSMhaMnteracM 
ancMiffecMilMhingsEnEheEmiverse. 

TheHxmtemporaryBbra 

Baron0vonElderKHeydt,Kwho0acquired0MoiiteKVeritaSinEli926K(FigureK9),®sK 
primarilySmportantMnShe&ontext&ifihis&hapterHlueHo&iis&ncouragementlEI 
ofl^rominentBntellectualsBnd&rtistsHoffollowl2heirH[uests&ndHlevelopKheirE] 
ideas. lo S\.ftei#iisSleathBlnS964Bve®nterHnodern0imes,8vhenlSecularBociety’sK 
driving0force,&noney,0emergesMn&his0periodKself-conscious0attemptsKlareK 
made,Knl^)artBhrough&noney,Bo&ngage&he&enses&nd&heSmaginationSn0 
order8oBeconnectHmmansSo8omething&neaningfulB>utside0hemselves,BheK 
landBndHheHiaturaMlements. 

InBiisBvillKhe®aronSlonated&/Ionte0^eritaloKheSantonS)fKricinoKlvithlhe0 

explicitMvish8hatStShouldHbecome®3:ulturalH:entre.SnH989BheH:antonBookS 

overHheSlebtsB)fl3he0:omplexBnd®J2>ecameSJ5)rivate0’oundation.0'he®anton,KI 

the07lunicipalKCouncilS)fBVsconaBnd®tefanoffransciniH)fflheffederalHlnstituteK 

offlTechnologylStKurichSiowB:ooperateBo^)ut&iiiSnternationalH:onferencesKI 

andBvorkshopsBnHheBciencesBndBmmanities,S\tHheBameSime,BtMs&&iotel0 


10B VonSier&-[eydtHvas&B:omplex&nd&mbiguous^3erson.&-[eS;ameHrom®®vealthy§ 
GermanHamily§bfB)ankersBnd^3oliticians,BsBvell&s^)atronsB)fHheBrts.&-[owffar§ 
heBupportedBheKEermanBWationalSocialist^artyHluringSVorldSVarKrwoBemainsKI 
unclearBJseeBMrosbRooo). 
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providingft>eds3bi&ighty-eightE|;uests.0n®oo2,ElaudioffiossettiEbecameHheK] 

Director&>fBhe®oardfcf&heffoundation&ill§2oii.0de&vasfflynamicBn§thisK 

position&nd^autKhisBrwnStampKmKMonteKVerita.^LorenzoKonognin&ookK] 

over&omWossettiSndHls 8 he^iresent 81 irectorEi)f§heBiotel. , 1 Kan 8 hcSitc 8 n 8 heH 

twenty-firs®entury&>eS:onceivedHi®s®&nodernl 5 )ilgrimageS;entre?KlaudioKI 

Rossetti,&sBvelMs®orenzoffionognim,&learlyBvishHtoHhonourBhe[>'bestl&>fI 3 heK 

site’s&ieritageHvhile&oncentrating&m&iuman&ights&nd^jeace.HnternationallEI 

conferences&ndBvorkshops&reBjrganizedBhroughout&he^ear.^In&he&ameKI 

way®s&heffiranos®onferences® specially® n&heir®ieyday,&heyl^>rovide,®nE] 

ColemanBndffiade’s®rords[In®aeir®nalysis®fEf>ilgrirnages,M 5 estmg§round®flKI 

newBldeasE. .Bhat®encU 3 be£|)opulist,Anarchical,®nd®ven® nticlerical’B!2004:2) 

ThreeBpecific^brojectsHnitiateifflnH-ecent^earsHbyMvlonteAferitaBnayHbeSeenK] 

within§heAontext®fl$>ilgrimages. 

Firstly,AusitorsAreAncouraged&o&ake&valks&hrough&he&voodsAn&heK] 
virinity&)fB:he0-iotel.ErheE|)aths&reAvinding0andAornetimes®:anKbarely[><beK 
discernedAmongstShe£J>lantE|;rowth,H-ocks&nd8tones.HVhenAheBkyl8sAlear,K] 
theSunligh®hiningBhroughBhe^)ineSrees&eveals&he&extures®hades&ndEl 
colours® fflhe&ariegatedKIerrain.BYnMntimateSelationshipHnaylSbeBxperiencedIK] 
between§heBvayfarer,0heBxperience®f§valkingBlong,®n(fiiature,KomethingK 
the®nthropologist®Timl 3 ngoldBefers&o 0 asH)ecoming®cnowledgeable’. 0 n[xhisK] 
poeticBvords,HknowledgeHlsE|;rown®longHlhe®TyriadEf>athsBveBake®sBve®nakeK 
our0ways&hroughKltheK(weather-)®world’0(2oio:i2i)EPotentially0restorativeK 
rituals®re^erformedBn&heSIark®brest,®t®E|>laceS:alled®' , alleSieKilenzio® 
marked® yBvhatAppearAsKelticBtones. 12 

Secondly,®EJapanese®ea®ouseBHgure®o)®ndBmalM:eaE|)lantation®vereK 
created® nHheAvlonteA^eritaEliremisesHnAoob.BrheBeaAeremony&iasBraoistE] 
andKen®ssociations®len,®vhich®sBlerivedSrornBhe®>anskritBerrn,®'yaMfl,K] 
meaning®reditation,BeiteratesBhe®aoist[>jbrinciples[>Shat®nderlieKlheBleal 21 itualK 
performedSnBhe&ea&iouse&>y®Ehost®0’ewl^3articipants^OkakuraSL964:25).KI 
The8vaterHh8heKitua®epresents^i«Bnd®reHh8he®eath|l'«wg,HlheElife-breath§ 
o®arth®ndShe®ife-breath®f§-leaveri^Waley®968:iio)M , he®erernony&ias0 
aesthetic®ndBmaginative®limensions.B\.llHtems®sedHluringAhe®itual,BvhichK] 
lasts®oiSbout®al®n®our,AreBreatedBvith®BieferenceAhat®equiresBnovingK] 
the®ody®nindfully.K]rhe®ragrantBilence®flBheEIea,AheBncense,BheBimplicityH 


11B Lorenzoffionognini&iewsBvtonte^ r erita&sB^ 3 laceB)f^ 3 eaceBndS'egenerationH:hatB 
helpsBcfiestoreBjalanceHbetweenEjbeopleBncIliature. 

12B I^barticipated,Hor&xample,Sn&H , araguayanBiarp-music^3erformanceBlnitiatedH)yKI 
theBMonteB/eritaSnanagement.HtBook^ilaceHlateinBheBveningHlmderBBtarlitBkyKI 
atBhe0/alleffleBilenzioBnBoo9.BManyBuchBvents§vereB>rganizecHuringSheiimeB 
thatffiossettiBvasfflirectorBndHnayBtillBie^ierformedBheseSlays. 
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FigureW (M Japanese\&ec&eremonrfiklBMonteWeritaM > hotogmphecM)y$AM{obart. 

and0organic0harmonyHof&he0woodenElroomKlallKlevokeKlidealsKofflharmony,K 

tranquillity,^)uritySndSespectBhatBttune0he^)articipantsSoB)neBnotherSndEl 

nature’sSvibrations.KTheSceremonySsSioticeablyElforKItheBrosmopolitan&lite.Kl 

whoKkubscribe&o^lobaBndSlemocraticHdealsKbeyondEk^articularSiation- 

state. 3 t 8 s®ostlyMoSttend 81 SFS 5 ^)erSiead 8 n®oio).SM 3 apanese 8 cholar 0 |whomS 

IBnetMnBVscona),KvhoMsBlsoBBeaBnaster,HndicatecMhatBheK , ituaMtEMonteG 3 

Verital 3 iad 8 )ecomeBlargelyl 3 ill)usiness®nterpriseBfor§'ichl 3 nternationaMourists.S 

Hence,BnoneyMntrudes&gain^sMinediatoi&nc&aluation&ifBheBea-sippingK] 

experience.SFet&heSpecific^urposes&ifBea&eremonies&iave&lways&hangetE 

over&ime.ffioSreHhe^uestsSvho&omeHoBheBea&eremonyStHvlonte^eritalEI 

pilgrims&>rBichHourists?KricBZohenl^quoted0nHrolemanl^ndKade^oo4:9),K 

amongKbtherKlscholars^rgues&hatSnKImodemity&he&ransitionHietweenlElalEI 
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pilgrimHncHBouristMffluidfiltMepends&nBheBeriousness&fflheirfpourneyHndK] 

searchfforSocalKauthenticity’.SJndoubtedlySlhroughKheBeaBituaMnd&noneyE] 

Monte^VeritaHsKfcontextualizedEksKh^lobal&iestinationH’or&hose&eekingBoK 

reconnectl8vith8he8voodlands,8vateiSnd8ight. 

The 8 espectMndB\omageBngendered®luringSheSeaSitualBubtlyl 3 eiterates 0 
an 8 mportant&imH)fflhe 81 irectors 8 >®vlonte^erita 8 -Ho 8 urther 8 uimanM'ights 8 
that8recognize8the8inherent8dignity,8equality8and8rights8oflK]alMndividuals8 
(Rapport&nd§Dvering^oo7:2i2).ffipecificKjalantsSnKMonteKVerita’sKjaarkKkreK 
identifiedSvith&heBhirty&rticlesB)fB;he 0 -[uman 0 ?ights 0 Z)eclaration.BA.&ignEl 
next&oBhe&eal^)lants 0 ndicates&hatl 3 ;ea&ymbolizesKA.rticleKeven 0 equality’.KI 
Switzerland 8 s 8 )ftenKalledHhe 8 ichestBnd 8 nost 81 emocraticBountryl 2 ]nKurope .8 
OneKb®;he 0 ;ranslationsB)Miemocracyl 3 sB)fEhlEbtate 0 nEWhichEhllKhave&quallEI 
rights^Oxfordffinglish®ictionary).KCertainlyBhe8epublic8)®>witzerland®\asB8 
uniqueBorm&MdministrationMvhichBoM-emarkableE’iegreeHlepends&inBheK] 
willK)fflhe^)eople.®ecisionsS)nSilHssuesBreSeached0nBach®aiitonllhroughBKl 
majority 8 'oteK>f 8 he 8 :itizens.[ 3 nHIinking 8 rees 8 vith®mman 8 'ights 81 iscourses 8 he 8 
previousBndl^resentMlirectoiBmphasizeSheiiMesireKloEgenerateESomradeship,^ 
equalitarianismBnd&>penness8-Ekey§kspectsBlso&>ffi’MJ)ilgrimage^Turner&ndlK] 
TurnerB978:25o).®et3s&quality&nffllusion?0rhis8sBiotBhe^>laceHoH>ringHipH 
the®omplexl 3 ubjectl 3 )®heS:orporateS)rl 3 )usinessState, 8 kslheSiation-stateBhasS 
been&eferredBo.BVlready%lobalizationl5>rocesses®ndHheH’ree®elf-regulatingK 
market®conomy^)lace^bracticaMmitsH>nllhe&quaHightsHifSndividuals.K)neKI 
locaMrom&heHTicino&nentionedBo&ne&hat&ocialBiifficulties^ndBensions.K 
exemplifiedHyyBhelxhigh&ate&if&uicideSnKwitzerland^reSsweptMindeifiheK 
carpetl 13 88\ave8iotffloneKufficientKesearch8nl8he8:oimtryl8o8:orroborate8his8 
statement,^et8he8ea8:eremonylBlt8vlonte8/erita,&mong8>ther8hings,8illudes8 
to8heEJ>roblematic8iature8>®quality8n8he8:ountry. 

The 8 hirdl^roject 8 o 8 vhichl 38 vant 8 o 8 lrawEIttention 8 s 8 heHIhiaraHRainbow ’8 
trail 8 eadmg 8 o& 8 nandala. 8 rheBraiMnd 3 he 8 nandala, 8 vhich&reEJ>rominently 8 
displayed 8 n 0 'ront&>®he 8 ;ontemporary&nainEhotel^Figure 0 i) 8 nBhe 8 vlonte 8 
VeritaE|3ark,&reB:onstructedB3fl£|)iecesB3M'ariegatedBandB:olouredBV r enetianB 
glass .8This&rtistic8;onfiguration8vas8:ompleted8n^oo3&nd8sScientifically8 
aligned8vith8he8nagneticBield8)f8heBegion.Krhe8extB)n8he8ioticeB>oard8hatB 
underlines8he8neaning8)f8he8iesignBsBummarizedB>elow: 


13H This^3oint0s§dramatically&mphasized&)yBheK|3oster^DroduceclHnH2oo9&)yBheB 
Swissl 2 People’s 0 3 arty®Union,§Democratical 3 d 0 CentroE](UDC),Bhe[ 8 biggestBpartyE] 
inEjwitzerlandMnBheBllustrationBhreeBvhiteBheepBdckBhel&lienKblackBheeplEI 
outBoverBtheBSwissSborderHThis§posterBwasBshownHthroughoutBtheBcountry,B 
conspicuously® tBnainHrainBtatio ns. 
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FigureWM Serpenl^atMQeadin$£tMMnosait$nandalaMn^fronM>JShdB:ontemporar)& 
hoteM/lonteWerita.WhotographedMoyWL.Wiobart. 


TheffiainbowBsl>MmedKltBntertwining[>|>hysicaBndBnentalBiealthBvidiBheB 

magneticBorces[ 5 $telluric)BnherentBnBheBYsconaBegion,BndBvlontel&' r eritaB 

inl>|>articular.EMsitors[StrollingBlownBheB:olourfulBrailBeachBheirB>wnB 

centreBnBhe8nandala,8.e.Bhe^boint8inkedBoBhe8iighest8oncentration8)f8 

electromagneticBadiation.BTheBnandalaBnBheB:astBsBised&sBBneansB)fB 

meditationB-BBiynamicBeadingBo^burityB)fKonsciousness... 

The&rchaeologist!3eorge0Ioedes8i966:46)!/iews&re8>fMnterestMnBhe! 
context.8Iis!esearchBlndicated!hatMhe!ainbow&xpresses!he8]>ridge!>etween! 
humans 8 nd^ods!n 8 dindu&osmology.[ 3 vloreover, 8 hroughoutEEastB\.sial 8 nd! 
India,Bhe&ainbow!s&ompared8o[Mfriulti-coloured8erpent,EMfriotiMvhich! 
bringsSoBnindBKundalinil^coiled)®erpentl5)ower’^DamelouH963:254),07lotherlEI 
Earth!ar8he!dark^oddessMradeusz!Skorupski!(pers.B:omm.!20io)!further! 
pointedB)ut 8 hatBhe 8 ainbow 0 )ody 8 in!ribetan:!/fl 13 Ms)Kienotes 8 heBime&>fEl 
dying!) f^reatl^ogins,Svho®t8hat§nomentSlissolve8heir^mental)BbodiesBlntoH 
rainbow8>odies,8iamelyl8he8iniversaBphere!)fMuminosity.! 
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AtShis&tage 0 SvantSoBurn&oBhe 0 ricino&rtistlEMaluBZortesi, 1 ‘MvhoseKI 
visionBnspired&he8iesignll<bf&hefiraiMncMnandala.K>n&he8iotice&>oard8s8 
written:Bhe 8 trail 8 s 81 edicatedBoKhiara 8 \dio 8 >eholds 8 ier 8 ainbowl 8 rorn 8 ifar 8 is 8 
al 3 bridge 8 )f 8 ight 3 )etweenffiarth 8 ind 8 -Ieaven’.KhiaraBvas 8 vIalu’slaughter,8vho8 
diedBn&iospitaBtBheE&ge&if&welveHrom&ione&ancer.BFather&ncfilaughterB 
wereSlose.BToBvhileBwayBheBimeKndHbanishBlismalKIhoughtsBluringBheBastE] 
two^ears8)f8\er8ife8heyMlrew8:oloured8nandalas8ogethei®t8\er8iospital8)ed,8 
eachHakingHurnsBmtiKhe&nandalaBvasffinishedMn&heH’ather’sHvords,8this8 
dynamic8vas8iealingBnd8evitalizing8or8)othSifflhem’;8)othBvere8nvolved8nEl 
a&osmic^assage^BecreativeBnotion&if&he&nacrocosmBnBhe&nicrocosm.B 
Malu’sSxperiences 8 vith 8 iisfflaughter^ustl 3 )efore 8 hefflied 8 vere 8 ransniitted 8 !by 8 
hisBnendrorBdartmann^oKlaudioffiossettUSheKMrectorHifBvlonte^eritaBtlK] 
theBime,BvhoBubsequentlyB , equested8t0beB , ealizedBnBheBiotel’sE|>ark.B 

Malu8s&®reative&rtist8vho8ias8vorked8hroughout8iis8ife8n8he8Ticino8 
communitySvith&uch&ociaMnd&nedicaMssues&s&irug&ddiction^uvemleK 
delinquents ,BtheBsickBandBtheBdderly.BHeBnowBteachesBpaintingSnBtheBArtB 
College8n0 J ugano,®s8velMs8n8he^5rison.&ie8)ften8ises8he&nandala8Tiotif8 
whenBvorkingBvithl^5risoners.Kirhis&)ringsBo&nind^ung,8Afho,&s^5reviouslylEI 
mentioned,EMsoBised&nandalasBo&teaMndBransform&onsciousness.Bvlalu’sB 
backgroundBxperiencesBndEbreativeBvorksBchoBHjualityBhatBllBpirituallK] 
pathsB>rf>|)ilgrimagesBtriveBoE|;enerateB-Bhat&>fBmpathy&>rB:ompassionMnB 
TaoistBerms,8whenBhe^reatB:ompassion8s&tirred,8ts^)ower&)reaksHiownlEI 
alMimitingB>arriersB>fB:heBgo-selfBIChangBIhung-yuan,Bi963:i8o);BheBelfB 
expandsHbeyondBtselfflowardsBheBbthenBheBnvironmentBndBheBosmos. 

Conclusion 

InMeviewinglhe 8 iistoryll)f 87 [onte 87 eritallrom 8 ts 8 ncient 8 oots,Klts 8 levelopment 8 

inBheBarlyBwentiethBenturyBoBontemporaryBimes.BBhadowyBuraBfHheB 

past®ngers8>n8nlhe^)resent8hat8\intsHt8he8nulti-faceted,^)aradoxical^)ower8 

offliature,KMotherlEEarth,8 l vho8:anl^)rotect,8iestroy,&ecreateSnd&ieal.8rhese8 

transformativeBapacitiesBreBlsoBmbodiedlKbylEhumansBvhoseBxistenceBsB 

intertwinedBvithBthersBndllheBnvironment.B'etKburBnodemBvorld-viewBiasB 

tendedBoHragmentMnindBnd[ 3 >ody,BheBndividuaMndl 8 :heBociety,BheBpiritlK] 

andHhe 8 andMnHheBvords&>®he^ungianl^)sychoanalystl 3 Cubler-Ross, 8 Earth 8 

hasBaeenBbusedBbrBooBongBvithoutBegardBbrBnyBeriousBonsequencesE] 


14B MaluBCortesi§vasi>orninM,ocarnoBnBheKTicinoBnB958.B-[eBsBiBalentecMrtistBincH 
committed&ocialBvorker.Sixhibitions&ffliisBvorkBiaveBjeen&ieldBnffiwitzerlancH 
andHtaly.&tis^aintingsBreBbstract.Bensitive&ndHlelicately&oloured.BrheyBlrawKI 
attentionHoBiisBeflectiveBlispositionBndBocial&oncernBvithBhe^sychologicallyKI 
or^)hysically§ll,Bnd^enerallyBheBuffering®iumansBnay8ncounter. 
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FigureW2S Rainbou&pannin$!kAvaterfalMrMhe&’alle)EMaggia.EPhotogmphecM))B 
GMimona. 


(1998:286). BWeapons,Bgreed,BmaterialismBandBdestructivenessBareBrampant.B 
Indeed,BhumansBhaveBinBrecentByearsBwitnessedBtremendousBearthquakes,B 
floods,B/olcanic&ruptions^ndBitherBiaturaMiisastersBmEknBinprecedentedB 
scaled 

TheBainbowB-BiereBpanningRMvaterfallM'ushingBlownMJiffsBnBheBalleyB 

Maggia^FigureB2)&[ixemplifiesSlheEinticing,[ilusiveB]iatureBflIheBvorld,Kkaya,B 

the&ssence&>fflvhichMsS:ontradiction.B\.s®uch,Hhis&phemeral^)henomenonEl 

composedB>fflvavesB>fB:olour,Bigh®ncRnergy&iints&tBheB)affling£J>owerB>fB 

realityHhatIBanHiirectBuimansBowardsBdolence&ndBiestruction.Biut&lsoBoB 

beauty&ndBheBublirne&tHhe&dge&>fB:onceptuaM'eason[5see0<apfererEkndB 

HobartBoos)- 

ToBonclude.HBuggestShatBtBsBrrelevantBvhetherBhe^eopleBvhoBameB 
and&ontinueBo&omeBoBvlonte^erita&re&alled^narchists^udists^ealthB 
reformers, Bohemians ,Bvagrants,Bdancers,Bpainters,Hntellectuals,BtouristsBorB 
pilgrims.BAsBEadeBandBSallnowB(20oo:xvi)Bsay,BtheBemphasisBonB‘religious’B 
pilgrimageBnayBnBnyBaseKieBooBiarrow.®eingBeleasedBemporarilylSromHheB 
mundaneBtructureB)fl 3 heir^)articularBocieties,BravellersBnayBeflectM)nBheirB 
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human&xistence&s^archetypicaBeekers’&nc&reateM&ense&if&omradeshipK] 

when 0 together,Bwhile,KatKtheKsameKtime, 0 strivingKto 0 extend 0 towards 0 new 0 

horizonsH>fEf>otential. 
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CHAPTER® 


The®even®leepersl^)ilgrimagd31nl35rittany 

ThMimbiguity^f^iW'hristian-MuslinMieterotopia 

H 

ManoelE^enicaud 1 


Everyl^ear,StShe®ncHifl 3 uly,KhristianlSnd 0 vIuslim^)ilgrims 8 neetStBheKept- 

Saints&iamletSiearHheH'illage&iM^ieux-MarcheHnKBrittanyl^CotesBi Armor) 

France. AsEbarlySsH 954 ,£LouisGMassignon®n 3 slamologis®ndBeacherStBheK 

CollegeBdeffrance, 0 nvited 0 mmigrantl 3 vtuslims&oSa 0 ocal,BZatholic, 03 retonEl 

pilgrimage 0 :alledlElaKf/;ar(ioH’, 2 KldedicatedKlto 0 ;heffievenKBleepersKbflEEphesus.KI 

BecauseBheseSaints&reMso&nown 0 n 0 slam&sB 4 / 2 ®?/-/Ca/j/S)‘Those&>®heK 

Cave)MArabic),HLouisEMassignonBvishedHo|i>repareBI 3 pirituaM-econciliation’K] 

between 8 ChristiansSnd 0 vtuslims. 3 nH>therHvords, 0 reSnvented’HhisKhristian- 

Muslim^ilgrimageHnSkittany.H&seElheBrerb&oEnvent’BtereHnMheKenseEbfM 

‘creation’E’lir&onstructionH&onsiderfMassignonHsHheS'eligiousEintrepreneur’K] 

of&hisHinexpected^ilgrimage.ffurthermore.Bhis&ingularBenterpriseHsKrneK 

oMhe&ildest&ttempts&tSZhristian-MuslimHiialogueSnIEFranceflndeed.&hisKI 

initiative^arecededBhe^aromotion&ifflnter-religiousBiialogueKby&heffiecondEl 

VaticanSrouncil. 0 sTowadays, 8 heHdeaS)®r®xperiment’Ss&mphasized&)yHheKI 

expression&ifHgrafting’Hrsed&iyl^ailgrimsSnBalking&if&dding&heBEhristian- 

MuslimHlimension&intoHheBlocaMndKatholic^;ariio«,BvhichBtil®ontinues.KI 


lB This8hapter8vas8vritten8nBhe8:ourseB>®esearchRtBhe8aboratoryB>fflxcellenceB 
LabexMedB-BHumar®ndB 3 ocialB 5 ciencesl 5 Mlhe&ieart&>fflnterdisciplinarityBforB 
theBvlediterranean,BvithBheBeferenceBo-LabX-oo90.BrhisB:hapterB:oncernsBheB 
pilgrimage’sBituation8o8he&nd8>ffloio.H : or8urtherRnalysis,BeeH , emcaudBoi6. 
28 ForBanBbnthropologicalBstudyBoffltheBrevivaBoffiaBlocalBandBCatholicl^ijarisfottlSnB 
Britt any,Bee 83 adoneBoo 7 . 
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'GraftingMndicatesKbomethingSs&dded, Artificially, SandBhatShe^iilgrimageKI 
processBlsHiotBpontaneous. 

TheEf>ilgrimage 8 >f 8 heH>evenKleepers!sS 8 natrix!b®mbiguities®ndHE|;o! 
on 8 o 8 ocus 8 n 8 hreeSpecific 0 spects.HFirstKb®ll, 8 ny§Lim 8 s 8 o 81 ernonstrateBlhat 8 
itHsHKChristian-MuslimHieterotopia,KLe.HnSccomplishedBnd® 3 calizedSktopia,KI 
accordingSoSvlichelffoucault’sSonceptlSJFoucaultSooikSnSnySipimon^ouis! 
Massignon&ried&o&ealizeKhisBdeaMj&eligious&econciliationMThe&econdK] 
question!directly!concems!the!Christian-Muslirn[><]pilgrirnage’s!conditionMs! 
iffflSyncretic&>r&ion-syncretic^)henomenon?ErheKlastEj 3 ointSiealsSvith&heK 
pilgrimage’s!heterogeneity: 8 that 8 of 8 spaces,!practices!and!pilgrimsMndeed,! 
manylSlifferentBlypes 8 >fEf)eople 8 r isitBlhe 8 hrine: 85 retonKatholics, 8 vluslims 8 nd! 
Christian-MusbmlK]pilgrirns,!butlK]also!NewlKlAgers,!neo-Celts,!neo-sharnans,! 
tourists ,fton-belie vers ,Btc. 

This®hapter!s 8 bvided!nto 8 woEf>arts:Sirst, 8 he!bundingB>fl 3 heKhristian- 
Muslim^>ilgrimageHnHhe095Os;®econd,Bhe&ontemporaryBituation&ndHheK 
re-creationH)fShe^)ilgrimage^fromlheB990sHoShe^)resent).®utMI5)reliminarylEI 
section! sHiecessarySnSirderSo^bresentHhe^bilgrimage. 

The0>evenS>leepersKkndBhe3:ontextH>fHhe£|)ilgrimage 

Who 8 reBhese 8 \olylSleepers?!Yccording 8 o 8 he!egend, 8 t 8 he 8 irne 8 )fEhristianlE] 

persecution!nHhe!hird®entury,!even 8 Christianl^l r ouths!ledHoBBave!iear!he! 

city&>fKphesus^Turkey)®ndShere3’elMntoMniraculousHleep!’orH98^ears.! 

TheyBher®woke!nBhe 8 ifth 8 entury 8 vhenBhe 8 :mpire 8 iadl 3 >ecomeKhristian! 

and!were!discovered!bylElthe!population. 8 rhen,!the!bishop!recognized!the! 

miracleBieforeBheyBventSoBleepBbrever.WheirBeawakemngEkttestedHoBhe! 

resurrection&>®he 8 )ody.!rhe 8 niracle 8 vas 8 /eryl^)opular&nd 8 )ecame 8 <nown! 

allEbver 8 he!Christian!world.!Afterwards, 0 n 8 he&eventhB:entury, 8 tKj 3 assed! 

intoHslamM®ppears!n8he8ighteenth8ura8i®he!5 ur, a n >S :a H e d0TheKave’! 

afterBhatB>®he 0 >evenl 8 >leepers,BhoughBheBleepersBreB:alledBts/zflMW--Z<r< 2 /z/B 

(‘CompanionsB>flheKave’).Bt!sBnoreB>r!essHheBameBtory,HbutB;horterBndB 

the 8 tyle!s 8 noreBlliptic 8 nd!essHletailedHhanMnHheKhristian 8 ersion.®rhis! 

sura 8 s&eryS'amous!for 0 Vluslims&nd,&noreover®ome 8 iadiths 8 'ecommend! 

believersHoBeadBt&veryffridayBnBirderBolSaeBdessedBmtiMheBiextffriday.! 

For!whateverB:eason,!the!legend! 3 pread!to 8 heBentire 0 Vluslin®world,!fron® 


3I8 IBndicateB.98^ears,H)utHheBleepBlurationH>fBhe§niracle&ariesfflependingB)nBheB 
version8>fflheiegend. 

4® For&xample,Hhe0<oranic&ersion^ivesBnMmprecise&iumberB)ffi)leepers^3,^B)rB 
7 ) 0 vithHheirSlog-calledK 2 atmIr;Hhe 81 eepHlurationBsSo 9 ^ears®ndHheffiphesusEI 
locationMsBiotBnentioned.BrhisBast^)oint8:an&xplainMvhyBnanySvtuslimffieven§ 
SleepersBitesBiavelSmergedBsBhelSbriginaMndEhiiraculous&ave. 
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FigurMM ThMSeverMSleepersS(AshdlMal-KahJ)Sb)MMuhammacMSiydhEQalanM 
(seventeenthScentury)MThisScop)Scomes^ronMtheSprivatMcollectiorMoJM 
LouisVMassignon$Paris. 

AndalusiaStoSChina,ScreatingSlocalSformsSoflK]devotionStoStheSA/2/Sfl/-/Ca/z/S 

(Jourdan^ooi;0VtassignonB95O,B954-63;ffiarconeSnd&,oubesB’orthcoming)K 

(FigureS). 

LetMisBetumBcffirittany.BX^hatSsShe&onfiguration&ifihe&ontemporaryS 

SevenK>leepers^ilgrimage?StSakes^laceS)nKheSourthSveekendK)fl 3 ulyBndSsS 

composedS)MeveraBequences.0tB>eginsBmBheH>aturdaylMtemoonMvith&nE] 

inter-religiousHlialogueSiebateSnKKAeux-MarcheS/illageS-iall, 0 burSdlometresS 

fromBheKept-Saints&iamlet.Svtost&i®he^udienceS)arouncMoo^)eople)^reS 

Catholic®ndSetired;HheSignificantl 5 >ointSsHhat 8 here&reS'eryHewS\/IuslimsS 

(lessSthanSten).SASlocalSassociationScalledSSpringsSofStheSSevenSSleepers’S 

('SourcesSdesSSeptSDormants)SinSFrench)SorganizesSthisSeventS(FigureS2).S 

AfterSheSUscussionBulturaBctivitiesBre^broposedSoSheSChristian-MuslimS 
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FigureWi Inter-religiousWialogueMebateSnWieux-Marche,SM>enicaud,W009. 


pilgrims’, 5 duchBsBdectured)nHslamicd:alligraphydn#d:oncertd>yBEhristian- 
Muslim&ouple.d 

Atfihe&nddD®hedday,&verybodyl%oesBod:hedSept-Samtsd-iamlet®vhered 

the 0 ocal^arrfo«dhasdalreadydstarted.dPeopledvisitdthedchapel,dbuiltdatdthed 

begirmingdjfBhe&ighteenth&enturyEIFiguredO-Stds&BraditionaMttle&hapekd 

exceptHorBhe&rypt.Hnffact^he&hurchSvas&iuilt&iver^KNfeolithicBiolmen.Kl 

ThisdolddmegalithdwasdconsidereddasdthedSevendSleepers’dCave.dNobodyd 

knows^hendtheird:ult&rriveddn 03 rittany,Kbutl 3 _,ouis 0 Vlassignonl 3 :houghtMtd 

wasG&tBheS>eginning 8 >®hedVliddled\ges.Hn&nyH:ase, 0 hisdsdiotH>ur&ubjectd 

offlrrvestigation.dnBheddolmen-cryptSre&ight&ilddvood&tatues^theKlevend 

SleepersBndMhe 0 /irginBMary)BndBwo 8 Christian-MuslimSymbols:BnBx-votoK 

offeredKbyl3vlassignonl3iiQ958K(aKboatSvithEkeven&:andles,BvhichEkccordingKI 

to&iim®ymbolizes 0 slam)®nd&^)hotograph&i®heK)rientalistMuring&iis 3 astEl 

pilgrimagedn^uly&962^Figured^.drhe£Catholic&nass&tarts&lSunset.dVlanyd 

pilgrimsdemainMjutsideHbecausedhe&hapeldsRxiguous.drhe&nassdsddassicakd 

butdhednainl^riestd-dallecHhe^ariioMweMr’dnUrenchd-SlwaysdiasdJ^ersonald 

linkdvithdhedVrabicBMuslimSvorld.dndiisSermon.dieBlwaysdpeaksSboutdhed 

necessitydifSlialoguedvithdslamSndlSefersdoBheSevenSleepers.dVtBheBndd)® 

thednass,Hhedraditional^rocessiond-BvithHbanners,&rossesBncfMary’sKtatued 

-deavesdhed:hapeMnddnakes&d'oundS)®ffield8)efored'eachingHhedramlet’sd 


5H IBiseBhelBxpressionBChristian-Muslim^ ilgrims’ftoHiistinguishBhemBfrornBheB 
BretonBndSCatholic^)ilgrimsB>fHheBocal^flrfiio«. 0 nftffect, 0 BvilBhowHhatHhereB 
areBwo^)ilgrims%roups,BndBwoBlifferentBlimensionsBoBheBame^)ilgrimage. 
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FigureSffl ChapeM)ft&he$>even-Saints,WM > enicaud,\fiZ008. 



FigureSM ‘Dolmen-cryptUbJSheHSeven-SaintsWOhapehSDfflenicaudMOOS. 


square,Siamed&fter&,ouis 0 VlassignonSnBributeBoBhe^)ilgrimage’s 0 'ounderE 
There,Bhe^ar^oM«ewH 3 ightsMbonfire^£a«£aii, 0 nKBreton)STigureS).®XTienlK] 
theB;elebrationl 3 sBDver,B;he^ 3 rofaneKpartEbf&he 0 pilgrimageK(^s®joz,KInightEl 
festivar)Kbegins,&vithHBretonBnusic,&raditionalBiancesSandSaE^reatBiealEbflEI 
alcohol JMoreover,§heBefreshment 8 talM>ecornesE 2 heEJ>rofaneEipicen 1 :reK>fflheK 
night. 0 This&nore 0 ’estive&equenceSs&>rganized&>ylSnother 0 ocaBssociation:KI 
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FigurdBM Bonfird$tantadMiiS3reton),W$PenicaudM008. 


'TudSrffieizKant’S!‘PeopleS)MheKevenKaints’,Sn®reton),BvhoseBim&onsistsKI 

to^romoteSheSocaMnimation&ndHblkloreH>fllheShamlet. 

OnKundaySnoming,HheSareatBvlassSsBtHiSk.m.SrhereSkre&noreEJ>eopleS 
thanl 3 mBhe 0 >aturday.Svlost&>fHhem&reK>retonsE&ndKIatholics,E&ndHheBareS 
Muslims&emain&>utsideBheH:hapel,&xceptBhoseBvho&re^uests&>f&ionour.KI 
ThisSsHnoreS>rSessBlheBameE 3 :elebration 5 isHlhefflayl 3 before.B\.fterHlheHlnass,HlheS 
/ 7 flrrfoKKe«rShvitesHheS:ongregationSoHrollowSnother^)rocession,HoShe®ept' 
SaintsKpringJManyl^eopleSioSiotBndBtayBroundBheKbhapelJSbutBboutBwoS 
hundredEJ>eopleE|$oBoBhisHbuntain,Bhree&iundred&netres&wayMnE>rittany,S 
every&hapeMasStsSiolyl 3 vatei&ndKpring, 3 )utBhe£|>articularityH)flhisS>neSsS 
thatffifoasBevenK\olesSlbecauseS)fflheKevenffileepers).KrhisSsSheEf)laceKvhereS 
the&ighteenthSura 8 sS'ecitedS>y§mSmamH|Figure®).StBlsBheSiigMjboint]l>fl 3 heS 
Christian-Muslim^athering,&>rgamzedM)yl 3 he 0 Springs®i®heffieveiiKleepers’Kl 
AssociationEtSsBlsoBBimeBTorSnter-religiousKpeechesBndSbrKespectsSoHbeS 
paidSo 3 J ouisBMassignonl 31 Figure^').BVfterwards, 0 hese^)ilgrims^loinSheK>thersK 
inlMJneadow§nl 3 rontB)®heS:hurchBoBatBSwec/ 7 owzl 5 aSs[orthS\frican&neal).S 
But,SnvestigationHias&evealedBhatBhe&nuttonMs&iot&ialal^‘licit®ccordingK 
toHheS 3 ur’an),®ndHhisSsS>neS)fflheS>ig&mbiguitiesKbfl 3 heKhristian-MuslimS 
pilgrimageSthatlSIxkhallSexplain.SWhenStheSpilgrimsShaveSfimshed&omeSofS 
themSneetHnHhe&hapeMorSnoreKlialogueKbrganizedBbyHheSocaMlergy.SrhisS 
moments sSntendedHorEatholicsBncH>nly§i)neE>Muslim,SheSmam,SsE|>resentS 
to&nswer&oBheirHjuestions.S\tBhe&nd&>®fternoon,&nost&>®he^)ilgrimsS 
haveSeftBhe 0 >ept-SaintsSiamlet 8 mtilBheSbllowingE>|ear. 
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FigureSM Th^eighteenth^uraEoj^Qur'arMsWecitedM>^arMmamMrMh^centreMhM 
JesuilSPaoltMOall'OglioS&vhcMsVbneVbflTMassignon’s^ollowersF&PenicaudM 
2007. 



FigureWS TributM<AouisVMassignor&Mh3&ept-Saints^pring,WM ) enicaud,W009. 


Founding3)y0 J ouis£Massignon0!l95Os) 

LouisHMassignon^i883-i962)BvasB>ne&fflheBnostMamous3 : renchH)rientalistsK 
and^n 0 slamicStudies&pecialist&i®he&wentiethH;entury. 0 \s&uch,Khe&ieldKI 
theKhaii®>®Muslimffiociography’&tHheKollegeHleH : ranceHbr®lmostBhirtyH 
years,KkndKheSdedicatedKhisSvholeHifeBoKLnderstandingHslam.KButKhe&vasKI 
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also®3Ilatholic0)eliever.0\fter&iis01eath,0t0vasl&aid0nKairoBhat0ie0vas0theB 
greatestKChristianSmongHMuslimsSndHhe^reatestlSvtuslimHmongKChristians’S 
(Plate®).HnH’act,BheBwoBides&>ffliis^)ersonalitySvereHnseparable:8he®igourKI 
of&he&cientist&nd&heffaithBif&heBnysticHieliever.ffewEjaeopleHmow&hatfl 
he&vas 0 ecretly 0 )rdainedKhs& 0 Iatholic 0 vlelkite^>riestMiiBi 95 O, 0 n 0 igypt, 0 )y 0 
a&pecialBierogationl^/«iiMft)Kfrom0 ) ope0 ) ius0 l CII.Konsequently,0ieHiid&iot0 
foundBtheBChristian-MuslimBpilgrimageBasBaHaymanBbutBasBaBcleric.HThisB 
initiative&appenedSvhen&ieBiad^ustB'etiredM'rornSheSIollegeKleffrance&iidB 
hisBcademicSareerM nH 954 . 

Moreover,0vlassignon§vas00 : rench®M£eWec£we/l3M£/zo&5 , we’;0ieSvas0>ften0 
controversialBandEsometimesBevenBconsideredBaBgovernmentBspylBthoughB 
thisHs0rather0aBcaricatureMnBany0case,BheBsatBon0many0committees,Ban<H 
was0ommitted0o0rianyB:auses,&uch0as0decolomza1:ion,0ion-violence0and,B 
especially,0he0ecognition0ifl3slam.0Iowever,0ven§n0heseSituations,0i e0ised0 
three0orms0>®ction:^brayer,0asting0nd^)ilgrimages. 

In09520iis0laughter03enevieve,0ii&thiiologist,0liscoveredShe&xistenceK 

o®heSittleKept-Saints^ariio«0nl33rittany.0-[e0vas0mmediately0nterested0)y0 

analogies0nd0imilarities&)etween0;he03retoii0ong0-0:alled00g'vi/erz0-0iidKI 

theBighteenthHura0fflhe®Jur‘an.®LsE3®onsequence,0eHtartedMegitimation0 

processBforBthisBBretonBsacredBplace,BusingBdetailedBscientificBresearchB 

(MassignonBi 954 - 63 ,Q 992 ). 0 : or 0 xample,Khe 0 attemptedl 3 ;o 0 demonstrate 0 ;he 0 

Oriental0>riginSif0his0vesterii0eneratioii0ifSheKevenKleepers,0vhen0>therKI 

specialists0aw0>nly0n0vatar0Df01evotion0;o&he0even&vaiigelists0nd0’irstK 

bishops&>f§3rittanyl5venerated0ii0notherl3'amous03retonBummer^)ilgrimageK 

calledBTroffireiz/j). 

Theffirst0Christian-MuslimKlpilgrimage&vas&)rganized0nHluly0i954,KforKI 

‘sereneBpeaceBn0AlgerialBevenEbefore&he0)eginiiingBof0warl3nElthisBFrenchB 

colony.BTheByearBaftepBvlassignonEldecided&oBnviteBMuslirnBworkersBfrornB 

ParisBasBthereBwereBnoSrianyBMuslimsSriMBrittany.BrogetherBthey&eadBtheB 

Fatiha^the0irst0ura&>®he05 uran )S n ® r ont&i®he0lolmen,0hen0heyl^oined0 

theKhristian^rocessionBoBhe0onfire,0vith00ingular0ndBmiqueHbanner0>n0 

which0he0)eginning0)fflhe01veHVffln'flSvas0vrittenl31n0Vrabic8|fromM959Bo0heS 

beginningSiflSheSgyos).® 

Local0eception&i®his^raft’0vas0ery0mbiguous:0tl5>roduced0;uriosity0 

and^>ride,0)ut&lso01oofness.03iven0;hat&he0nitiative^)receded0heffiecond0 

VaticanKouncil,0he01ergyBvere0lisoriented&ndl3uspicious.0Vs0nl3>ldH>retoiiB 

whoBvitnessedMhis0emembersBoday:B 


60 TheK>anner0iad0>eenM>lessed0>y§heffiishopi)fBLourdes01uringH^)ilgrimage0n0958.0 
It0sHSpecific0nnovationM)f8he^rafting’0hat^3roducesHmbiguity. 
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ItBvasBiotBeryBvellBcceptedHbyBheBocals.ffispeciallyHbecauseHheyHoughtB 

inMhe8VlgerianBvar.®omeBbfBhemBvereBlngry,B>ut01hereBvere3ioBightsB)rB 

anything.HThey^lustSlid§iotBpprove.B3utSveB:ouldBiotBlisagreeSvithBn§ 

initiativeBhatSvantedHoH>ring^)eopleBogether&n(Hnake^3eace,8)ecause8veB 

areBChristians.B 

DespiteS theSpeacefulSattitude,StheStensionsScausedSbyStheS externals 
transformations ofS theirS traditionalSpilgrimageShaveSnotSbeenSforgotten.S 
However,S_,ouisSvlassignonSgrafted’Bomething&lseSiewS5ntoHhe^ar(io«'.&ieS 
introducedBSvlelkiteSnassBbeforeSheS^atinSjneSjnSheKundaySnorning.SrhisS 
celebrationSnS\.rabicSvasS'eryBtrangeSbrBheSocaE>J>eople.Ssrevertheless,HheS 
OrientalistB:ontinuedBoSnnovateSvith&Siew§ituaM>fBhe&ighteenthBura:SnS 
i 96 i,S-ie®skedSrisH'riendS\madouS-[ampateS 3 aS;o^)salmodyS;heS 4 /j/Sj/-/Cfl/j/S 
suraSktSheKept-Saintsffountain. 

InSheE®nd,SheE5>ilgrimageSvasSnoreS>rSessSuccessful.HDespiteSheSensionsS 
mentioned,SandSthanksStoSLouisSMassignon,St tSwasSsupportedKbySdifferentS 
mediaS(press,B'adio,Stelevision)SandSpolitical^aersonalitiesS(e.g.SGeneralSDeS 
Gaulle&ndSninisters,S;houghBecretly),SndS;heSZatholicSiighS:hurchSnS;heS 
Vatican.SThisS-esultedSnS;heS;hapelSaeingS;lassified®s&SiationalSmo«Mme«iS 
/bstongMe’iShisSvasSheBbeginningSjfBhe^bilgrimage’sSieritagization. 

AlMhese&lementsS)f8his&xperimental^)ilgrimageSeadS)neS;oS;hinkS)ffltS 
asS.ouisSvlassignon’sSheterotopia^SnSvlicheMkiucault’sSermsBJFoucault&oonS 
Penicaud^on,^oi6).Srheffrench^)hilosopherSiefinesS;hese®sSother®paces;S 
LeM&ealizedSutopia’Sn&Socalized&pace.KlnSihat&ense^heSsevenSsleepersS 
pilgrimageSsSheS:oncretizationS)ffl,ouisSvlassignon’sSdealBirstSmdSoremost,S 
heSwantedStoSprepareStheSreconciliationSbetweenSChristiansSandSMuslimsS 
beforeStheSLastS[udgementSinSanSeschatologicalS^erspective.Srherefore,ShisS 
overall^>rojectS:oncernedSrotS)nlyl33rittanySaut&llSiumanity.0-IeS l vantedS;oS 
anticipateHheffinall^athering&ifSiumanitySnl^erusalem.Kecondly&ieHvishedS 
to^atherSogether&llSVbraham’sS;hildren,Sncluding8he5ewsS[butSater).SrhisS 
isBvhatHS:allSvlassignon’s0\.brahamic&cumenism’.S^hileS;he^)ilgrimageSvasS 
intra-mundaneSandSofSthisSworld,ShisSprojectSwasSprimarilySeschatologicalS 
(PenicaudS 20 i 4 ).SMoreover,SinSparallelSwithSBrittany,SheStriedStoS'invent’S 
other^ailgrimagesSunderSiheSbevenSsleepersKbanneiMnSGermanySMorocco.S 
AlgeriaBndSTurkey,BsSvelBsSnSheSZomorosSslands 7 .S-[isBimSvasHoS;reateS 
a®even®leepersSietwork,S)utSiisHwinning^)rojectsBailed,&xceptSn®rittanyS 
(PenicaudSkoi6). 


7B TheBLouisEMassignon’s^irivateBrchivesB-SInBvhichHBouldBesearchBleeplyBhanksB 
toBiisBamilyB-BevealBheseBnitiatives. 
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Figure H® LouisSvlassignonWurin^aisMasl^oilgrimagMvithSvlohamecMrakiM 962 SM 
Louis-ClaudeSDuchesne. 


Louis8Massignon8died8in8i962,8but8some8of8his8followers8-8called8 
‘Massignonans’8-8maintainedE]the8Christian-Muslim8imtiative8in8Brittany.8 
Those8rnost8involved8were8his8children8and8family,8but8he8also8had8few8 
‘disciples’.8Indeed,8the8founder’s8charisma8was8still8present.8Hence,8the8 
Christian-Muslim8pilgrimage8continued8and8was8substantially8facilitated8 
by&he^ost-VaticanQiB:ontext.ff orl^xample,Hn&9670Vtassignon’sKbllowers0 
introducedBfflebateHbetweenKChristiansBndEMuslimsESinMheKaturdaylSveningK 
in8heeillage8>Mdeux-Marche.8rhis8vasBhe8>eginning8>fl8:he8inter-religious8 
dialogue’^)eriod.®utBhBheS98os,Bhe^)ilgrimageBleclined.0'he0'ollowersBvere0 
gettingB>lderHndSfterM983^!the&entenaryS)®vIassignon’sK>irth),SheylllecidedlEI 
to^utSn&ndBoHheKhristian-MuslimKbrganization.EBomeKbfHhem&ontinuedB 
toeomeeromKParis,eutK^rivatelyMt8vaseheendef8the8Christian-Muslim8 
pilgrimage Wirst8ife,Bhough8tKhouldHbe8nentioned8hatlHheHCatholicE^flralo«8 
continuedBvithoutShe^raft. 

TheKhristian-Muslim^jilgrimage’sKlreawakening’ 

At8theeeginninge>f8thee99OS,eeiew0ocaBssociation,&hateifehe8Spring8 

of 8 the 85 evenEBleepers’,eevived 8 the 8 Christian-MuslimE| 3 ilgrimagee>rganizing 8 

inter-religious 8 dialogue 8 debate 8 on 8 the 8 Saturday 8 afternoon 0 nehe 8 villageef 8 

Vieux-Marche.KIhristianSndSvluslimSpeakersSvereSnvitedBoHliscussBocialK] 

themesK(Platee).8rheenainealues^3roclaimedQvere^)eace,eoexistenceend8 

social8cohesion.8But8this8initiative8was8first8developed8by8non-believers,8 
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membersHof&heScommunist&nunicipalBcouncil.KIThey&vanted&cSpromoteK 

interculturalMialogue&hanks&o&heSexistence0of§the0pilgrimage,0but0inElaS 

horizontal&vayElwithoutlEyElpreponderantlEltranscendentaMntentionlEI(as 0 LouisKI 

MassignonMiad). 0 Though 0 inkedBo&^)ilgrimage,Bhe&imSs&lso&iumamsticK 

andKhotKbtrictly&eligious.EAsSaB;onsequence,&he 0 phenomenon’sKlspecificitylEI 

in&he&ontemporaryffrenchSZhristian-MuslimBietworkHsBoKbeBal^DlaceHjE 

both!^)ilgrimage^ndSiialogue. 0 nH'act,HtMs&Mlialogue^athering^raftedS)ntoH 

aKjailgrimageH:entre.0\nd&his0eads&o&mbiguity.0ndeed,Bhe^)rojectEls&iot0 

successful 0 )ecauseH)®oca&eactionsMocal^)eople&re&iotl 3 nS'ac®iiterestedEl 

in&heHlebates.Erhey&hinkBhem&oo 0 ntellectuaMndBio&io®eelH;oncernedKI 

byBheEhristian-MuslimBhernes.EDne&ifBheB-easonsHbiMhisBs&ertainlyBha® 

thereSreSiot&nanySvIuslimsSnHhis&uraBrea,&>utB>therH'actorsSlso&xplainlEI 

thisHacl< 8 )f 3 nterest. 

DuringBhe^3ilgrimage,KMuslim&ttendanceSsS/eryMow.KEach^ear,&hereKI 

areBjnlyHjetweenffiveBmdHtenHMuslims.fflThoughBthereHareBvluslimsHivingB 

inHheSieares®own&iflELanmon,BheyH)oycottBhe^)ilgrimage. 0 ^hy?ffiecauseK 

theyEkreSiotS'eallyBnvitedHay&he^aromoters&nd&irgamsers.ffiome&iMheseK 

MuslimsB;omeB)nce, 0 )utl 31 o&iotM'eturn. 0 : orBhem®®s&Katholic^atheringKI 

organizedHo0neetHMuslims,B)utl3tllsSiotMor0vtuslims.Krhe®aseE>fflheSMec/2OM® 

is&mblematic:BheKbrganizersKj3roposeBhis0NTorthKlA.fricanHneaMii&irder&oKI 

includeHMuslim^)ilgrimsKiut, 0 n 0 'act,Hhe 0 neatl 3 s®iotM\alal. 0 'herefore, 0 vtuslimsKl 

are&otl 3 otally§-espected;HomeBi®hemS;onsider§;his®ii&iutrage&ndBvill&io® 

come&he 0 ’ollowing^ear.ffurthermore,Bhe^)ilgrimageH)nlyl 3 astsBwoBiays &0 

yeaiSndHhereBsBio&nore&ollaboration&ir&ither&ontactHhe&est&ifHhe^ear.KI 

AfterHhe^>ilgrimage,&verybodyl%oesBback 8 o&iormal 0 ife,Bvithoutl 3 ;oiitinuingK 

thefflialogue.KThisShortBctivityl 31 oesSiot^)roduceS 8 ignificaiitl 3 astingBlmpact. 

TheHtrongestBmbiguityBlsKheBelationshipHo 3 slam.®espite 8 heBlialogue’sS 
values,Huch8s®iospitality,^)eaceBndBoexistence,Snany0ocal^)eople0\aveHK)adEl 
perceptionH>fflslamKome&re&fraidS)®vluslimsHbecauseH>fMerrorisiTfindBheH 
geopoliticaMrisis.S : oi®xample,Bine®ifl 3 hem 0 ’earsHhatHhe®hapelSvillHiecome 0 
aBnosqueSnd,0ii®oo9,Someone®>roke0he^)ortraitS)fl3 J ouisHMassignoiiBlnSheKI 
crypt^PlateHi), 8 )urned^)agesS)®heBbookBor^)rayersl 3 iaving® 3 inkSvithl 3 slamH 
andBlamagedBhe 0 ’ountaiii.Hln®oio,SheSame 0 ’ountainSvas^)artiallySlestroyed,KI 
andShe^oliceBreHnvestigating.ffheseBctsHiMandalismHeveaMnSlindeiiiableK 
problem®he^)ilgrimageBlso^enerates 3 slamophobial 3 nsteadHifHslamophilia. 

The^mbiguity 0 )egmsH)ecause&>fBhe&wo^uxtaposed&vents:Bhe^ar<io«K 

onShe®>neBhand,Bnd8he^raftH>iiSheS>ther.Hn8'act,0hese0woHlimensionsBreK 

independent®ndBiot&eally®uperimposed.Brhe8Zhristiaii-Muslim^)ilgrimageK 

seeksBoK>uildK>ridges,K>ut0ifferencesSemainHtrong.®^effind®retonsBttachedK 

to 0 he 0 raditionalK!pardon’HinSheK>neSide,Bnd 0 Christian-Muslim^)ilgrims’BinEl 

theS>ther. 3 n 0 ’act®heirHntentionsBreS'eryl 31 ifferent.®retonl 5 )eople^barticipateKI 


194 


ManoeM’enicaud 


forStheSCatholicScelebration,Commonality,StraditionSandStheSlocaMestival,S 
whereasSChristian-Muslim^ilgrimsCloCoCorChe 0 nter-religiousSgathering,S 
dialogueSdebatesCndCitual^salmodySThisCbservationChowsSheClialecticS 
betweenSocalCndCon-localCxpectationsMnCdditionCocalijaeopleCloCtotS 
reallyCccept&heSforeigners’.K>ome&>f&hem[ 3 iavedread)Caid:SPlease,[ 3 ioSiotS 
changeCur^arrfow!WoHhem,Bhe£|;raftMsCnCxternalCventBhat§:heyHlid&iotS 
choose.Cherefore,KomeSf§hemMeelBlheChristian-Muslimlf>articipationKoE&eS 
anHIntrusion.HParadoxicallyKhisEjbrotectionismCEjbroducedCyllheEIjraft’KvhoseS 
aimHsSo[>J>romoteSlialogueBnd®)pen-mindedness. 

Furthermore,KheSnter-religious^ilgrimage’CSiowSkganizedKbylHCatholicsS 
alone,ChoKelectMheShemesfforfflialogueCherefore,SvluslimsEire&totl)f>art§bfS 
theCrganization;S:heyCiaveCeveiC>een&oCndSBioSiotBhinkBheyCverSvillS 
beCorBhem,CSsCCatholicCvent,BoChicM|ustCCewSiberaBvluslimsCreS 
invitedCndeed,&hisSsCnSnvitedCeligionSdslam)SnCnSnventedE|)ilgrimageS 
(theChristian-Muslim^raft).Consequently,BhereSsCl^ronouncedCtumericS 
asymmetryCetweenCatholicsSandSMuslims,SasSinCnostC>fCheSChristian- 
Muslim^atheringsBnH : ranceS[Lamine&oo4,Soo5). 

Unlike®ertainKontemporary®asesBlnShedediterraneanSirea^AlberaHndKI 

CouroucliCoi2;C>arkanCndC>arkeyCoi4;C>owmanCoi2b;C)epretCndC)yeS 

2 oi2),Shter-religious®rossingsBIn®rittany,®keBlnH : ranceBh^eneral,Hre0ieitherKI 

popularCorKpontaneous,Hbut®re0nsteadBrtificial.Krhere,SheBneetingsH>fflheS 

religionsCreConstructedCnc&laboratedCyCnCiteCtSsSiotCSpontaneousS 

phenomenonB)ut&n§ntellectualCneCorBxample,Khristian-MuslimE|>ilgrimsS 

doSiotCave&pecialCecourseBoBhe&aintsSyows^rayersSbrBhe&ickCiCheS 

deaddcO.ChereCreCoreBraditionalCttempts,&>utH)yl 3 ocaM>retonE|>ilgrimsS 

ratherBhanCutsidersMTieCxternal|5ilgrimsBome^>rimarily&>ecause&>fBheS 

opportunityBorHlialogue.CutBheCridgingBignificancedBheCevendeepersS 

remainsBymbolic.Che^atheringBsBhusBnoreBymbolicBhanBffective. 

AnotherSquestionSconcernsStheSsyncretismSofStheSChristian-MuslimS 
pilgrimage.SManySpeople,SwhoShaveSneverSattendedSit,SwouldSlikeCoSseeS 
itCsCCyncreticttnitiative,ChoughChisBsClefinitelySnotCheCase.SEventtf§ 
Massignon’sBieterotopiaBvasB'VbrahamicBeconciliation,CiisCimSwasCotBoS 
inventByncretismB>etweenSslamBndKhristianityCndeed,BhereBieverBvasBS 
thirdBeligious&ntityCornBromBheHirstBwo.SnBact.BheEliilgrimage’sBctorsS 
areBanti-syncretists’CccordingBoBheCharlesSStewartCndSRosalindChaw’sS 
terminologyS(StewartSandSShawSi994).SForStheSpilgrims,CyncretismSisSaS 
pejorativeHvord.CSvould®oncemBnBlteration,BomethingBndefined,SmpureS 
andBllegitimate.SroB>eBeenBsByncretistsBvouldB>eBnBccusation,BndS:heyS 
categoricallyBdoptBnBnti-syncretic£|>osition.dyB>bservationsBonfirm[S:hatS 
the^)ilgrimageBlsBiotByncretic. 3 tsBim 0 sBheHnter-religious%atheringBndBiot 0 
fusionB nCBtewBeligiousBlement.B>elieversCeepB:oS:heir&>wnBeligionCndS 
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placefln&itherSvords,Beligious&>orders&re&iolM'eallyHransgressed. 0 rhereSsKI 
no®:ommonEJ>rayerBaid®ogether.Hn®-eality,Khe®vluslimsSkttend®heSCatholics’® 
prayers,&nd&uceB'ersa.®A.t®:he&nd®3f®:heE£>ilgrimage,&veryoneE|$oes®home® 
keepingHhis®)ne®aith.®>o®heSknswer®oKhe®iuestionBsked®>y® 31 ennl 3 >owrnan® 
in®us&eflection®m&yncretism,®IsM'iharedBanctuary®iecessarily&yncretic?l® 
is®io®n®he®:ase®)fIShe®>ept-SaintsS!BowmanSkoi2a).®ro®eeByncretismBvould® 
be&®nisinterpretation.SInShddition,®:he®Christian-MuslimS|5ilgrimageBeems® 
to®confirm®theS£>ilgrim’s®own®faith.®rhere[><lsSho&oorn®forE|)roselytisrn.®Like® 
syncretism, ®t®s®:orbiddenSknd®t®tvas&lready®the®:aseSln®:he®:imeB5f®Louis® 
Massignon®(Penicaud®20i6).®Paradoxically,®this®inter-religious®event®is®an® 
opportunity®or®he®'eaffirmation®)f®eligious®dentityBnd®he®:onsolidation®)f® 
valuesSjdifferences&ven). 

Another&mbiguity®of®:he®:ecentShnd&eawakenedS|;athering®s®:hatKt®s® 
open®:oShon-believers.®While®:his®s®iotSkpecific®:o®:hisS|iarticular®dialogue® 
experience®! the®rend®:oncerns®nany®nter-religious[>f>laces®n®)urBecularized® 
societies),StSs^3aradoxicaMn&Beligious^)ilgrimage.Kince^oo5,&&iumanistlSI 
speaker&iasSakenSIwtSnHheSnter-religiousSiebatesSktGMeux-MarchASnHhe® 
name®rf®:heB)pen-mindednessE&nd®:oexistenceBought®TyB:he®5prings®5fB:he® 
Seven®Sleepers®'Vssociation.®The[>&imSls®:o&hare&eflectionsShbout®:heBjuest® 
for®civilShnd® 30 cialE| 3 eaceShll®over®:he®world.®rhen,®ln® 20 o 8 ,®:his[xhurnanist® 
speaker®ntroducedMminuteK>flSilence!®vhich®s&®dnd®>fl 3 ecularized£J>rayer,® 
just®aefore®:he®MuslirnS|isalrnodySin®:he®:learing.®rhe®hurnanistl^>osition®s® 
to®:laimBhat®ntercultural®iialogue®ncludes®:he®nter-religious®)ne.®ro®:hem,® 
belief®is®just®one®conviction®among®others.®However,®the®problem®is®that® 
believersS(Christians[>&nd®Vluslims)&nd®Vlassignon’s®bllowersHhink®:hat®t®s® 
necessaryl 2 o®ceep®:he®Ihristian-Muslim®)ase,®vithout§bnlarging®t®:o®nclude® 
all® r aiths^ndSldeologies.SIn® : act,®:heyl3earSh®dndB)f®intercultural&oup’,[35r&® 
‘kaleidoscopid|;athering’Shs®Dne®Df®:hem&aid®:o®TLe®iuringShn®nterviewMn® 
any®:ase,Bhis®:endency&inderlines[2he®indeniableEJ>rocess®)fBheE|>ilgrimage’s® 
secularization. 

Cultural® activities® (concerts,SI photography® exhibitions,® calligraphy® 
workshops, ®documentaries)®have®been®organized®since®the®creation®of® 
the®Springs®of®the®Seven®Sleepers®Association®(i990s).®rheyShttract®a®hew® 
audience,®what®is®the®association’s®aim.®This®tendency®is®linked®to® the® 
intercultural®ievelopment.[ 3 n[ 8 :hisSfcase,®:ulturaMnd®nterculturalSkpproaches® 
work®iogether.®rhe0dea0s®;hat®;he&rts®:ontribute®;oBiialogue®n&Hiifferent® 
mannerHhan®peeches^nd®:onferences.KuchHievelopmentSs^)arallel®;o®;he® 
festive®xpansion®)f®he^i2riio«.Kroday,®he®ocal®rud®\.rSeizKant®Vssociation® 
organizes®hrany®activities:®children’s^;ames,®traditional®dancing®and®hiusic,® 
andSh®flea&narket.®While®:hese^>rofane®aspectsShaveShlways®existedBn®the® 
j?ariio«,®theyS^lay®a®larger®kole®ln®lt®than®before.®rhis®bhows®thatS^ilgrims® 
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and®dsitors0:ome®iot&)nlylKlforKlthe®'eligious/inter-religious0event,0)ut®alsoK] 
forKfestiveKandKcommunalKfeaturesEAnotherStendencyEis^theKgrowth^o® 
tourismEkndKheritagization.Hrhe&ourismlElpotentiaMsKlargelylEluntapped, 0 )utlEI 
theB>rgamzers®reH>eginmngBoBhinkBhatl 3 :ourists®:ould&ielpBoBlevelopBheK 
pilgrimage.KForSexample^heKTudlEIArKBeizffiaiitlEIAssociationSsBworkingKbnEl 
the&alorisation&iflhe&ulturaMnd&taturaBieritage&ifHhe&iamletBiuringBheS 
pilgrimage,H>rgamzing0’oiSxample^uidedSvalks0o8'isitMifferentHbuntainsBlnEl 
theHurroundingBrea. 

InBfact, Bhe^ilgrimageSsBEjblaceBbfBfcompetitionHbetweenBbrganizersM'heyEI 
are^rincipallyl®omplementary&>ut,&>n&Ekecondary®evel,®:hey&re®TioreB)rK] 
lessB:ompetitors.0Nrowadays,&here&re&hree&nain&ctors'.&heKpring&i®;heK 
Seven®3leepers®Association,BheBIatholicB:lergy®and&he0ocallKland®BretonK] 
association&alled 0 TudBVrffieizffiant’MMve 0 ookfcHheiiSpatial^)ositions,BheK 
three®>rganizersBnterpenetrate®heBameE|>lace,®hatHls®heKept-SaintsHhamlet.KI 
TheirBompetition&pace&husBllustratesBheirBomplex&elationshipsMroday,^ 
theKhristian-Muslim&spects&re&Lo®onger&patially®:entraM)ut£|)eripheral,K] 
whereas&he^iariio«Hiimension 0 s^)reponderaiitMnKLouis 0 Vtassignon’s&ime ,0 
theHMuslims^prayedHnffront&ifHtheScrypt.HiutBiowBiheir&nostHmportantH 
sequence®) nly&>ccurs®roundBheHbuntain,BhreeBiundredBnetres®wayl 3 romK 
the®shrine.®Another®example®is®the®spatiaMnterpenetrationlKbf®the®devout® 
Catholics®ndBhe®rud®krKeizKant®\.ssociation:KlheEjbrocessionlM 5 heE®>anners’® 
route® s®disturbed’Kby&he^rowingKj3rofaneHeatures®Ibig®:ents,®danceKloor,® 
refreshment&taIbBievelopedIKby&his&ssociationMrhe&patiaM'elations&how® 
tensions®nd®®dncfi)f®:ompetition.®rhat®sBvhyl 3 heHIatholicHlioceseBsks®br® 
more®>rganizationMn®:ontrastl 3 vith®he®nalleability®)®heHIhristian-Muslim® 
element, ®hefflergy®:alMor[Snore®igourBnd®:oordination.K>nB)ne0hand,®here® 
is®n®ssociative®pproach,®vhich®s®nodularl2but®ragile®ndMinstable,®nd,®>n® 
theB)ther,HheKCatholic8ChurchSieeds®omething®table,StrongBnd®stablished.S 
All®these®contradictions®also®lead®to®ambiguities.®The®phenomenon®thus® 
appears® sBnBrena,According® o^ohnKadeBnd0vtichaelSallnow’s^)ilgrimage0 
theory B (Eade®and®SallnowlEli99i).®rhis®iot®aKj3eacefulKlandKharmonizedKhreaKI 
underBhe®ign&>f® A ictor®rurner’s&owmM«itos^Turner®ndKrurner®978),B)ut0 
a®paceH>ffl:ompetitionSvhere®ociaMifferences®reBtill^brofoundlyHt®vork.KI 

In®addition&o®this®observation,®I®must®add®a®comment®about®what®I® 
calMheScharisma&if&heElilacelSn&choBo^ames^.KPrestonBvhoBpokeEkbout® 
the®spiritualEmagnetism’0of®pilgrimageKcentresK(PrestonBi992).KBefore®theK 
Christian-Muslim®graft,&he®iteBvas®a&uperimposition®)f&nanyB)ccupants® 
(Neolithic®men,®Celts,®Romans,®then®Christians).®But,®after®the®last®graft® 
by®Masscignon,®the®ite®>ecame®aE|)lace®)fl^uxtaposition. 0 \lowadays,®nany® 
kinds®)fl^ilgrimsH:omefio®:he®ameBite®vithHiifferent®ntentions, practices, ® 
representations®and®expectancies.®For®example,®many®New®Agers®visitlK]the® 
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site:&heyd:anEbedieo-Celts,dieo-druids,dieo-shamans,Hiowsers&>r&nagneticd 

healersfl'heySlodiotKomeBspeciallySluringKIheKChristian-MuslimEfjilgrimage.d 

norffloBheyS:ome 3 brdheHlialogue,S>ut®orBhedpower’&>fIi:heE|>lace.dVddedl 2 od 

thedrther^ilgrimsdJBreton&nddChristian-MuslimdDnes.Kbutlxhlso&ouristsdord 

curious^>eople),&heirl^)resenceB;onfirmsBhe^)ilgrimage’sKheterogeneity&ndlEI 

mosaicBttendance. 

Tod concluded thed littled Bretond pilgrimaged hasd undergone^ manyd 
transformationsBinceBheHgsos.drhednostSmportantSsBhedransitiond'rom&d 
local^ariio«doBndimqueKhristian-Muslim^)ilgrimage.H&iaved:ompared8hed 
twodlifferentdivesd)fSheEf>ilgrimage:d)ndhed)nediand,Hhed:reatingE’|rraft’ ontoSJd 
Breton[>$>ardon,dtsduccess,Hhendtsdnaintenancedmddinallyl 21 tsBlecline;dmd,d)nd 
thedbther,dtsd-eawakeningdvhendocalEJ>eopleBookdtd)verdvithdnter-religiousd 
debatesEkndHhedievelopmentl&ifdinterculturalBnddprofaneBctivities^utEMd 
whichdvluslimBttendancedsd'erydow,&ndBvendjuestioned. 

ThedfounderdLouisdMassignondchosedthedSevendSleepersdbecausedofd 
their&schatologicaldkignificanceBndlslamdanddChristianityfihedtesurrectiond 
ofdthedbodydatdthedLastdJudgement.dHedwanteddtodpreparedfordthed'finald 
reconciliation’,®ndl 2 hisdsdvhatHd:allecfinsdreterotopia.H>utl 2 oday,[ 3 heEJ>rojectd 
hedbegandhasdchangeddanddhasdbecomedlessdeschatological.dThedgoaldisd 
moredvorldlyl&ndd-iorizontaldcoexistence)d:har&xtra-mundaneE&ndd/erticald 
(resurrection)Mndfact,d:hed5evend5leepersdhave0iowd3ecomeEM<kymboldhndd 
perhaps&EkinddDfdjaretextdforBhe^athering^nd&heir^aositionEls&iodongerd 
central.dThis^aointdconfirms&hedjailgrimage’sdartificialityfiheHnter-religiousd 
interactiondsdiot&pontaneous&iutdrrganizedSnddntellectualized.drhisds&nd 
‘experimental’ pilgrimage&laborateddaydZatholicsdbrHiialogue^&nddVluslimsd 
are&nerelydinvited.dInd:his&ense,d:hed|MlgrimageBsdhdiewddimensiondbfd:hed 
shared&hrinesE|>henomenon[ 3 hat&iasd)eenBtudieddnd)therd:ulturald:ontextsd 
(Albera^nddCourouclidjoiz^Albera^enicaudlxfancBvlarquettedzoisiEBarkand 
andffiarke)®oi4;H>owman&oi2b;d-[asluck&ooo).d 

Moreover,dthedcharismadofdthedsitedattractsdmanyddifferentdkindsdofd 
people:dnotdonlydBretondanddChristian-Muslimdpilgrims,dbutdalsodtourists,d 
non-believers,Bndd\lewdVgers.dndact,HhisdheterogeneitySsBd:onsequenced)fd 
Massignon’sdheterotopia.dVsd®ie 0 hasdunlocked’&nddbpened’dkdocaBraditiond 
todTied-estdrf&hedvorld.dTediiddiotdntendHhisEln'ojectBodaecomeE&nE&rena.d 
thoughdthisdisdthedresultdtoday.dIndthisdsense,ditdhasdbecomedandinclusived 
pilgrimaged:entre.H)ifferent^bilgrimsd:omeBnd[>|;iveBheird)wnHignificancedod 
thedhrine,Hccordingdo[ 5 ohnffiadeBndd\/lichaeBallnow’sdheorytM$>ilgrimagesd 
now&onsideredE&ndemptyB'essel’BhatEInlgrimsdilldvithBhedTieaning&ifBheird 
choiceB[EadeSndKallnowM99i). 

What&>fHhe^)ilgrimage’s 0 'uture?dNlobodyl 3 :anH)eSure,&>utHBhinkdtBvilld 

continue.dThe&uccessiondDfd:ransformationsE|)rovesdtsd/itality&ndd:apacityd 
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toBdapt.B>ut8t8s8rue8hatB)ne8^sociation8sBleclining8vhile8he8)therG!;rows.8 

0 ®heBwo,Bhe 8 Iatholic 8 IhurchBeemsBoB>eBheBnostBikelyBoBakeBtB>ver .8 

ThoughBheyBvereBeryBuspiciousBorBnanyl^ears,Bhe8ZatholicBlergyBeem8 

nowBeadyBo 0 ie^artB)fBheB)rgamzationBheBiiter-religious 8 gathermg 8 aiicl 8 

pilgrimage.8This8is8actuallyBwhatBLouis8Massignon8hadBwanted8from8the8 

beginning. 8 Last 8 but 8 not 81 east,B;here 8 is 8 the 8 concept 8 o®heterotopia’:BLouis 8 

Massignon8constructed8his8own8heterotopia8thanks8to8his8scientific8and8 

mysticBharisma.SVccordingBoSvticheffoucault’sBoncept.BheBevenKleepersK 

pilgrimage8sB8:ind8)f8heterotopic8nirror’8FoucaultBooi)8hat8howsBspects8 

and8reflectionsBDf8the8coexisting8realities8andBiifficulties8that8concernB;he8 

wholeBociety. 
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andK!linguisticKlheterogeneityKlandKlyet,KltoKlaKlhighKldegree,KlalsoKlits 0 culturallEI 

homogeneityEThe0more0than022KethnicKgroups0whoKconsiderKthemselvesKl 

asK!distinctElsocio-politicallEluiiitsKlareKgroupedKb)Minguists 0 nto 0 ;hreeQnajorKI 

languageKfamiliesSnorthernKArawak.KeasteriiKTukanoSandKMaku.KDespiteK 

theirHinguisticffliversity,& 118 hese^)eoplesBhare®SiumberHifS;ultural^batterns 0 

andHnstitutions,Kkmong&hem&he&acred&ites&>fl^3assageSnvolving&&etB)E 

ancestralfflutes^ndHrumpetsHhat®reS;onsideredBo0)eBheH)ody&i®heffirstK 

ancestraReingffromBvhichBreKlescendedBlheBiicestorsH>®llEf>eoples.BYlBheK] 

present&ime&omeBDf&heHndigenous&eligious&raditions&re&indergoingEaS 

periodH>fflevitalizationBnd§-emembering,HfterSMong^)eriodSifiepressionB>ylEI 

missionaries&ndHhe8brgetting&>flheBitualsMnHhe&iot-too-distaiif£J>ast,[2heK 

knowledge&>®he&itualsBvas^uarded&nostly&>yHheKhealerl^flyes^shamans)KI 

andShe^briestly&lders. 1 ® 

ThisBtudySs&oncernedHvithHheSiorthernSVrawakSpeaking^sometimesKI 

calledEMaipurean)^)eoplesBvho,&oday,SnhabitBhe&ipperBauaiiiiaS?iver&nd 0 

itsHributaries&nd 3 heH<;ana®iveiSndMtsHributaries,Snl 3 heB’rontier&egion 8 )® 


iB OverHhe8as®ew^ears,HhereHiasH>eenRHiotable8ffortSm8he^3artH>f§ndigenousB 
organizationsBandBgovernmentBagenciesBinBColombiaBandBBrazilBtoBsupportfi 
theBrevitalizationBofBthisBculturalBheritageBthroughBrecognitionBbyBUNESCO.B 
ThereBhaveBalsoBfoeenBnumerousBculturalBrevitalizationBprojectsBsupportedBbyB 
humanitarianBndftharitableKoundations&verHhe^jast&oBIfears. 
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Brazil ,^enezuela&ndKolombia.ffipecifically,Bve 0 bcusH)nl 2 :he 0 -Iohodene,M<] 
largeBib&>®heffianiwaHhatSnhabitsBhe 0 \iarySliverSnKBrazil;Hhe 0 Curipako,KI 
anBthno-linguistic^roup&onsistingKifflnultipleBibsHinBheKlipperBgaiiaKiverE] 
inEBraziBndHZolombia&ndBheSX^arekenaSndffianiva&ifiheBipperKuaimaKI 
andKassiquiareBiversBnl^enezuelaMesearch&iasHbeenKonductedHbyHVrighffl 
sinceShe8nid-i970s;H>yM3onzalez-Nanez,SinceSheBlateS96os/earlyB970s;SndKI 
by®avier^ealHn0heffirsffflecadeH>fflhe£J>resentM:entury. 

The®erm 0 pilgrimage’&efers&oKal^oumey,&speciallylM 3 ongKbne,&nadeK 

to0someHsacred§placeKas0an§act§o®-eligious0devotion;&heB;erm0sanctuary’K 

is 0 understood 0 asKlaKlplaceKwhereKsomeone 0 orKlsomethingKlisKlprotectedKlorKI 

given&helter.^s&hese&erms^pply&o&heSraditioiisKbfEhortheriiBArawak- 

speakingKlpeoples,&here&reKhumerousSnterconnectedKlsacredKlplaces&vhereK 

events&>®najor0mportance&o&heH:reatioii&i®heSvorld&re&narked,B)ftenH 

byE^etroglyphsBjiSrieaningfulEkrrangementsHjflEboulders.KBacredBiarrativesKI 

recountShatiMJjrimordiaMimesKheKtreatorsSbfflheKvorldBlnadeHbng^ourneysE] 









Multi-centricMnythscapes 


203 


North: Tha tallow Sky 



Key3o®acredEPlaces 

Uaracapory$Placdffi>j$hdflrreM>fl&ife$(aalM;(MhadapanM>rigirM>j$hamanstyowersM 

malikai$M.othipan^ortresM>ffthdfi\/omen,WLmarunai,WfteMhe‘)$tolMhMacred$luteM 

from$h<MnenffilacM>f&rigirM)fiklMvaters$Hipana:M:enteM)j$hS 2 kniverse$naveM)ffthM 

skyW'her^uwafflvas$>orrMincMLncestorMmerged$EnukwafflincestmMmergenc(Mij$hM 

Walipere-dakenai$)hratry$aradathita:fylacdft)fRhdRimmaMoulsffi,nipan:tylacM>ffthM 

firsfflnitiationWtual;ffl 1 unui:tylacd&J$)riginMj$ill$ish;WPdliro$)lacd$>j$hd$n,rsl$)lanta- 

tion$iCity$i>f3sIhiaperikuli’ 4 MtonMiouse$ivher$MawerikuliMom\Mies$Warukwa-M 

islancM)fftdhiaperikuli’MiouseMJumerouM)thetffy)laceM>fflmportancd$oMlarMiistorieM 

ancMincestraMoul-houseMirMocatecMhroughouMhdflregion. 


MapWi Mythscapes$bfl&hd&iorth-wesM\mazor$(adaptecfflfronMVrightM2009$lamM 
2013) 


orK^rocessionsKbeginningSmd/or&ndingSat&hese&acredKj3laces,Biuring&heKI 

course&iMvhichHhey&elebratedHheffirstBituals&ifflnitiation.Kirhese^ourneysS 

are&ecalledEiii&ninuteSletailKby&lderlyEbhantersSvhoS'emember&hemHii&IEI 

lengthyBeriesBifflhants^erformedSnHhe&ourseSifflheseB-itesHoday. 2 

ThefceationKktoriesBrfEhorthernKIArawak-speakingK^eoplesKare&narkedlK] 
bySmultiple^centres’Kat^whichSmajorKtransformationalKeventsKoccurredEinS 
primordial§timesS(the0first§birth,HtheKfirstSdeath,0theKfirst§initiation§rite,H 
emergenceS>fflheHirstSncestors).KThese®entresHireSlescribed 0 nHninuteSletailH 
by®hdSeligiousSpecialists,HlheEpaguarShamans,KeersBlndSavants,KlvhoH-HbasedH 
on8heirfflirectSxperiencesS)fflheSacredS-BreHapableH)flSxplainingB\olistically0 
everyHshapeKand 0 form,K] inscription,KIlocationsKandKIinter-relationsKlamongK] 
elementsK>flheseHites.KrheH;entresMreBlso®anctuaries’BhHheHense8hatShey0 


2B Similar,HnBomeBvays,perhaps,HoHheBvell-knownBDreamtirne’ISifBheBVustralianK] 
Aborigines. 
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areEaighlyE:harged&ourcesEDfE:osmicKlifeE:orce^>rotectedE3yE:he&pecialists.E 

TheirBacrednessErrrohres 3 )othEkEieepE'espectl 3 brBheirEntrinsicBigmficance,E 

a&trongHabooBenforcecBiyBorcery^gainstEiisturbiiigE&nyE&spectEjrBhatureE 

inBthem,EandEtheirEconnection&vithE:heEinvisibleE(exceptEtoEthe&pecialists)E 

otherEvorldBjfMheBpiritsBncKreatorBieities.KaclBentreBsBinderstoodBoBbeE 

aSinique^ortalloBheBacred. 

SacredBnythscapes 

EachE ethno-linguisticEgroupE has/hadE itsEownE sacredEmythscape.E TheseE 

mythscapesEvereHnulti-centric’^havingE)neE)rEnoreEacredE:entresEvhereEife- 

defining8ransformationsE)ccurred),BvithEheE;apacity8o&xpandE;entrifugallyE 

outwardsEoBheEurthestEeachesSflheKnownEvorldBndSontractSentripetallyE 

backEinward.EExpansiveEphasesEreferEtoEtheEprimordialEopeiiiiigEup’EofEtheE 

world, Evhich®anEiaveEnanyEneanings,EuchEisBkistoricalBxileEroml 3 heEvorldE 

centreEoEhe&xtreme^beripheriesE!theE)oundariesEvithBlterity)ffollowedE)yBE 

returnBhomeBndBegainingBbfl^bower.E 

TheBdeaEaf&Snulti-centredQvorlcB'esolvesEkn^pparent&mbiguityEaf&E 
worldEhatBvasE:reated®tH'arious^boiiitsEnBpaceBndEhroughEiistinctEvorld- 
openingEacts.EAlthoughEallEpeoplesErecognizeEtheEcentreEofEtheEumverse,E 
whereEheEiniverseE)egan,BsEhe^)laceE:alledE-[ipanaB)nMheEViary®iver,®achE 
phratryEhasH-elationsBvithEheBacredBpacesEnEtsHiwnEerritoryEhatB-eplicateE 
alH>thers.BsrearBheBreadwatersB)®heE<;anaffiiver,Hbr&xample,EheECoripakoE 
peopleMso&eferE:oM<l-apidsE:alledEHipanaEtvhere,B:hey&ay,B:here&reEholesE 
at8heE)ottom’®ndEheEiwelling^)lacesE)®heEifoopinaHpirits.ErheyHayBhereE 
couldB>eEJ 31 irectE:onnectionl^ through® nEindergroundEunnel)EvithEheEapidsE 
ofEHipanaEDnEtheEAiaryERiverBheEjalaceEDfEoriginEofEtheEuniverse.EForEtheE 
I<oripako,8he^)laceEs^orHvas,HinceETios®reEiow&vangelical)&nEmportantE 
placeB>fflnimal8ouls,B>rB(Zrafifflf/zEE 

InEaothEzases.EdipanaElsBiheBiameEbrM&acred&entre&iidErot&B/illageE 

settlement.EThereEireEitherHuchEiamesEorEacredBentresrECaalilXaKrhadapaniE 

(greatErouse&>rE:reeE)®ustenance),E^arukwaE^placeE)®heB;reator),ELhiiipanE 

(placeEofEtheEfirstEimtiation),EEnukwaE(placeEofEancestralEemergence)EandE 

MotlpanaE^house&i®heffirstEAfomen),&achB'eferringE;o^)oints&inl^Emap’E)fE 

the^>rimordialEvorldEvhereEhereHreBxtensive^)etroglyphsE)rEockEormationsE 

andEotherEoutstandingEgeographicalEfeaturesEthatEareEconnectedEtoEtheE 

narrativesEjffireation.E 

NotBllS)®heseE:entres’EraveEheBameEmportanceHiorEjualities.ffihnipanE 

(or^anduKapidsE)nEheEganaEtiverEiowiiriverE'romE-[ipanaE)f8heE\.iary)EsBE 

centreEintoEtselfflnd^et,HtEheBameEime,BE;omplementEoEhe%reatEvorld- 

centreB)nHheE\iary®iver,&sEtHsHheB)rigin^ilace8)fflhe&nostEmportant&iteE 

ofEiiitiation,EArhenE;heEAforldEexpandedMndEcontracted’EAfithE;heBounds&i® 
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the^reatSpirit 0 Cuwai,Bvhose&>ody&)ecame&he&acred 01 utes&ncHrumpets;KI 

andBheE|)lace 0 tvhere 0 ie 0 died’, 0 :hat 0 s, 0 eft 0 :his 0 vorld 0 : or 0 :he 0 Dther 0 \Xforld 05 f 0 

theBncestors.0 

WhileBheBacrec&entres&ifHheBvorld.&heSanctuaries&ndHhe&ncestralK 
emergence 0 | 3 laces 03 f 0 iorthern 0 A.rawak-speakers&re 0 :he 0 fcources 03 f 0 iew 0 ife ,0 
ambiguityl 3 s 0 h 0 :eature 0 :hatG|)ermeates 0 :heir^>owers, 0 nsofar&s 0 :hey&reMso 0 
Sources 03 f 0 ) 3 rirnordial 0 ) 3 oison 0 md 0 korcery. 0 ro 0 visit 0 any 03 ne 03 f 0 :hese^>laces 0 
today, 0 )ne®nust 3 reat 0 hemHvith^reatM'espect,EksE|>lacesBhat 0 haveBheir®>wn 0 
time’ 0 ^DeLoria,^on), 0 tvhere 0 :he^ower 05 f 0 :heBacred&vents 0 :hat 0 :ookE|>lace 0 
there0andE&re0}ften&een0n&very0ietaiM5f0:heseBpaces)0s&till|)resen®nd0 
vibrant. KTheEJ>ower0)f0:reation0s0nextricably0ied0o0heEf>ower0)f01estruction,0 
as 0 iealingE&nd&orcery, 0 ife&nd 0 ieath,E&re 0 wo&ides 05 f 0 :he&ame&ntity. 0 rhis 0 
is0b0:ommon0:heme0n0:he&acred&tories0Df0:he0iorthern0\rawak-speaking0 
peoples 0 [Baniwa, 0 <uripako,®C A arekenaBnd 0 )thers), 05 ut 0 t 0 s&specially&vident 0 
inBheSacred 8 tory 0 )f 0 K>wl 3 he 0 vorl<Mame 0 ntoHbeing&nd 0 vas 0 'eproduced 0 br 0 
all 3 imes,Eihc 8 tory 8 )®<uwai^sedi)elow). 

The 0 dea 0 )® 0 nulti-centric 0 vorldMsE’Mso 0 :onsistent 0 vith 0 he 0 iisputes 0 old 0 
in0iarratives0>etween0heBibs&nd®thnicE|roups.0X' , e0nclude0n0his0:hapterB0 
brief0:onsideration0)ffliarratives0>f§he0ustoricaMncestors,Blong0vith0:ertain0 
healing&hants^nsofar&sBhey&ecall^arocesses&ifSbrced&xileBo^eripherallEI 
landsBnd0eturn0o0he0iomelands,0he0:entre0)f0he0vorld.0>hamanic0iealing0 
itselffls 0 argelyl 3 bcused 05 n 0 :he&pidemics&ncRicknesses 0 :hat 0 :ome 0 Torn 0 :he 0 
externalBvorld,KkndlEhealingB)r^)rotection^ained&)yS'eturning&o&heSvorld0 
centre,0TheE|reatKhaman0eers0)f0he0ustoricEf>ast0:reatedKuchKanctuaries0)r0 
reinfo rcedE|>re-existing0)nes.0 

In 0 most 0 cases, 0 the 0 world 0 of 0 alterity 0 (the 0 'others| 0 non-kin, 0 affines 0 or 0 

enemies)&urroundsBheBvorlcRifEpeople’^alMhoseB:onsiderecM<in^ndSvho0 

speak 0 iorthern 0 Vrawak 0 anguages). 0 \.mbiguity 0 nheres 0 n 0 he 0 elation 0 >etween 0 

kinE^inside,0tt0he0:entre)0md0ionddn^others,0)n0heEjberipheries).0n0)rder0br0 

there0o0)eSontinuity0)f0he0nternal0vorld0)f0;in,0here0nustBxist0he0\ostility0 

ot0:he&xterna&nemy,0ArhoseE|iowersEkre0ievertheless0:onsidered0iecessary0 

for0he0-eproduction0)fflhe0nternal0vorld0)f§dn. 

Representations&ndSnterconnections 

Considerec&ltogether,Bhe^raphic&epresentations&>®he^)rimordialH)eings,KI 
Chiselled0n0he0listantl5>ast0nto0he0>oulders0)f§nany0apids0n0he0iorth-west0 
Amazon,0:onstitute&0:ulturaMTiernory03f0:heE^>rirnordiaBvorlds,0how0:hey0 
came0nto0}eingBnd0he0vorld-changing&vents0hatSnadeBhe0:ontemporary0 
world0:he&vay0itMs.0IGonzalez-Nanez0i968,01980,01986,02OO9;0\X/right0i998,0 
i999,02OO9,02oi3,02oi4;0Xavier0Leal02oi3)0This0cultural0memory0can0be0 
understood!^ s^Social0-iistory&s0Afell,0n0;he0nost&ssential0neaning0i®he0 
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term,&sKh&'iew&>fKhowlSocietySs0'eproducedEbver&imeK(Turner&988).S : or,KI 
the&lements&omprisingBhe&acred&nythscapeBjrientBhe^eoplesBoday&si 
toHheBpiritl 5 >owers 8 hat 3 )roughtM;heSvorldBnto&xistence, 8 hreatenedHtHvithKI 
destruction, K>rE|;uaranteeditsK:ontinuity8>verBime.K 

AmongSiorthernBVrawak-speaking^eoples, furthermore, ihereisHJStrongi 
beliefEin&heiassociationiofSprimordialishamansiandispiritsiwithimateriali 
places^(large&>ouldersSnl 3 ;he&ivers,H;aves,&iills,Hiepressions 0 nS;heS'ocks&iflEI 
theBivers)BnBhisiworld.Erhus,0:hereKareBiumerousistone-houses’K3ituatedi 
throughout®achl^)hratry’s 81 erritoryl 3 hatSre^)lacesS)fl 3 he 8 firstl 3 ruits’SndBlheirS 
spiritB)wners,^oo/>z«azBpirits,Hhe&nountaintopBources&>MlMish.K>everaM>fK] 
these[>J>lacesB)equireBppropriatei>ehaviourivhenKheyl 3 reE 3 tpproached,HuchBsi 
silence,Svoidance&>fSooksBoE&sBiotBo&ttract&>rKlisturb&he&pirits,Ebecausei 
theyEhray§giveKhumans&ickness. 3 03 thers&reistoneKhouses’&ssociatedQvithi 
primordiaKhamans,BvhereE|>eopleB:arfiolicitBheir^>rotection[2rorn&icknessi 
or&nisfortune.K 

TheilifferentKensesBifflonnectednessBmongstBacredBitesHniheBiorth- 
west&\mazonBnclude:0Ji)B:hrough&he^etroglyphsHllustratingK'undamentali] 
themesi)®ustenance,I>foirth,&rnergenceBndS:reation,initiation,Kleath&ndKhei 
spiritSvorld;^2)B'ariousi<inds&iBnovementSnl5>rimordiaMimeSnd8pace,&ifEl 
expansionioutwardiandicontractionBnward^xemplifiedElaarticularlyHnithei 
voyages&ifihe^rimordiaMvomenMvhenBhey&iadBacredHnstrumentsSnBheiri 
power,Eknd&nade&he&ntireBvorldEM:ertile&pace;^3)&heiiarratives&>f&xilei 
andSeturni)fISheiustoricaMncestorsSromHheiritomelands;Elndi!4)EJ>lacesioi 
whichl|beopleiodayl^burneyini)rderioieavei>fferingsioiheKoulsi)fEf>ast^reati 
shamansBndivise^beople.i 

Thus,itheisiteicallediKaaliikaiThadapanii(Uaracapury,ionitheiupperi 

UaupesKRiver)BsivhereHheigreatl 2 ree&>fBustenance;Hheihousei)fl 2 he&arth- 

masterKaali 13 )nceBtood.irhisihouse’fcistedBnihe&niniatureKvorlcfJ>riorioi 

the&)irthMDM<Cuwai.Hrhen,&hereis&heSiteB;alledl 3 -Iipana,Bvhere 0 CuwaiBvasKI 

bornBndHheBirst§kncestorsi:amei)uti)fBhe&iolesi)®heBtone&arthM>everali 

sitesimarkiplacesiofitheiCreator’sihousesiandiworld-transformingievents.i 

OneirfiheseihousesijfiheEreator’BsBvhereKleath&ameBnto&heHvorldlxAlli 

but&heiast&>fBhese^)laces&re&narkec&>yl 3 iumerous^)etroglyphs,&races&>rlEI 

reminders&>fH|>rimordiaMcts,B}eings&nd&vents;&ome&ven&iave&pparentlyi 

cosmologically&ignificant&rrangementsB)fIEboulders.iA.ltogether,Bhe&nodeli 


38 AnBexampleHofflinappropriateBbehaviourBoccursBwhenBaBpersonBpassesBnearBaH 
siteSvhereHhere&re0mages&>fHheBlightning&pirits’^perukali)B;hiselle<MntoHheB 
boulders.Hfflhe^)erson,BnB:ookingH§neal,BillowsB^)otB)fB)oiling§vaterBoB)verflowKI 
intoffireHndShe8team^)roducesHBiissingBound,BheiightningBpiritsB>ecomeBliveB 
as^aguarsBndBttackBheHiaplessBraveller.B 
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FigureEM TheEcentrM(Kuwai)EancMfouMdirectionMwhereEsky&ancMearthEmeeM 
(Tsuwai)Eaccordin$!it(MnortherrMArawaMoJEtheEnorth-wesMAmazonE 
(petroglyphEocate<Mitk$uruparyR 3 : alls,Enyaipana). 

ofSSacredSTiythscape’&an&eBepresentedMn&heHbrm&ifSBiuadraiigleBvithK 

aKholeBn&heSentre. 05 uchSI 3 brmlKdelimits&he&imverseSorSachlKhorthemK] 

Arawak-speakingBocietySnHheBegion. 

ComparingKItheKIdiverseSmythscapesKoffltheSArawak-speakingKIpeoplesK] 
inS;heBiorth-west§Amazonffiegion, 0 Dneffinds 0 mportaiit 0 :oncordancesKbutEl 
also&Hvergences.I^rhisSaii&eadilylKbeSeenSn&heShanting&raditionsSalledlK] 
/r«//(izflwazlSlfor0heHX A arekena,S:fl//rfamfl;8'orShe®are,S:anama)0ha®ecouiit§ 
the^ourneysS®he[>|>rimordiaMnenSndSvomenHoHhe&nds&>fBhe§vorldSncI<] 
backS tBheBime&fBheHirstHnitiationB'ites^seeSddaM987,Hbr&xample,SndKI 
RaffaSoo3).KTheseShantsSreS>fl5)articularBigmficanceSs3'rameworksSvithinEl 
whichSllBacredBitesSreHnterconnected,SxpandingS>utwardB;oHhe 3 imits&>flEI 
theSvorld,&:oiitracting0nwards&o0;heSiniverse-centre,EandS:onnecting&heK 
upperBlayersSfMheSosmosBvithHhisBvorld.KI 

AmongHheK > iapoco,SXfarekena,tt>zauinai,&dohodeneSnd^robablyB>therE] 
peoples, 0 heseShantsSreSnownSsShe 0 VoyagesSfl 3 Cuwai’,ShildSfHheHreatorKI 
andSirstBvoman^lGonzalez-NanezS987;S[ilM993;0/idaM987;HX/ r right0993/4).K 
Among&he 0 dohodene^BaniwaKbfB:heSYiaryl 3 liver),&hese 0 ;omplexlKlchantsK] 
invoke&heS/7a«a/,&heSaouse-spiritsSdsitedSiuringEMseriesKofElprimordialK 
processions&nadeSyHheSirstMvomenSsHhey&ilewHheSacredHrumpetsSndlEI 
flutesSBheBransformed0)ody&fBheirSon,0<uwaiMnBiomgSo,BheyMeft§:heK 
ancestral8piritsSf§CuwaiiPrMW'flj«flj)SiusicBh®veryl^)laceSfBlmportanceBlnMhe0 
world.H'hese&oyagesSreSonceptualizecHsBKiaursuit’SyHheKCreatorHoBegainEl 
theHlutes^WrightS993/4)BhatHheSvomen&iadStolenSrom&he&nen.SVtHheKI 
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endB)fB:heseE|ourneys,BheB:hantersBhenBbringB)ackB:obaccoBoBheB:entreB)fB 
theBvorld,B-[ipana’.BrhisB-eturnDfoumeyB:oncentratesBheBpiritual| 50 werB:hatB 
filledBheBvorldBvithBtsBoundsBmdBendsBtB>ackBipwardsBoBheB:entreB>fBheB 
sky.BDnceBheBlutesBvereBegained,BheBi:reatorBientBheBvomenB>nBiBmission’B 
toBheBndsB>®heBvorldBmoreBxactly,BoBheBburBskies’B-Bast,Bvest,South,B 
north),BvhereBheyB>ecameBheBiiothersB>fBheBvhites;B 

WhetherBpursuit’B)rBmission’,BveSeeBheseBvorld-expandingE’J>rocessionsB 
byBndBvithBheBlutesBsBpilgrimages’,B>ecauseBiuringBhern,BheBnusicB)®heB 
sacredBmbuedBheBvorldBvithBts£$>ower,SndBontinuesBoBk>BoBveryBimeBnB 
initiationBiteBsE|>erformedBndBheBhantsBememberingBheBoyagesBreBungB 
byBheSlders. 0 'heseBlderly,&$>riestlyB:hantersBrnbodyBhe[>J>rirnordialBhanters,B 
journeyingBnBheirBhought,BndSvithBobaccoSmoke,BlongBheSameBoutesB 
asBheBirstBoyages.BTheBaskB>fBheBhantersBsBxtensiveSndBnustB)eBloneBnB 
anBxactB>rder;B>therwiseBheir£|>urposeB-BoEJ>rotectBheBiewlyBnitiatedB}oysB 
andE|prlsBromEf>otentialBiarmBhatBpiritsBnywhereBnBheBnownBvorldBouldB 
doBoBhemB-BvillBiotB>eBulfilledBndBheBlangerous£J>owerB>fBheSacredBvillB 
ult im atelyHb ringBr age dyBoBh eBiving .B 

TheSirstBvorld 

FromBtheBperspectiveBofBtheBArawak-speakingBpeoplesBofBtheBAiaryBRiverB 
(primarilyBdohodene),BheBeryBirstBvorldBvasBB>alM>fBtoneBloatingBnBmptyB 
space. WheBeryBirstBeing,BUniverseBIhild’,BeparatedBEf>ieceB)fBhisBtoneB>allB 
andBnadeBtBiseBipBnBheBkyBoB>ecomeBheE|>rimordialBun,BeavingB5ehindB 
aBpot’BcircularBlepression)BnBheBtoneB>all.ffihortlyBfter,BieBventBoBookBorB 
theBeryBirstBtncestorsBvhoBmergedBromBheB>penB\oleBeftB)yBheBun,BtBheB 
placeB: alledS-[ipana,BheBuniverseBiaver,BheBcelestialBimbilicus’SonnectingB 
theBkyBvithBheSarth.BA.sBheBfirstSncestorsSmergedBfromShe[xhole,SachB 
singingBtsfi>wnBong,BheBIreatorBentBhemBoBheirBands.B\tBhatBime,BhereB 
wereBioBivers,BioBiverbeds,BioBoodBorBheBirstBivingB>eings.B 

AtBnotherBentre-place,BnBheBvorldsBhat£|>re-existedBheE|>resentSarth,B 

thereBvasBheE|)rimordialBreeB>fBustenance,BvhichB:ontainedSllBheB>riginalB 

plant-fbodsBandBfraits,BasBwellBasBtheBoriginalBshamanicBpowers,BincludingB 

/3an/rdSeans.BTheBZreatorSndSis^)eopleSbtainedB;heseShamamc^)owersB 

byBcuttingBdownBthisSree,Salled0CaaliBkaBThadapam,BhouseBofBtheSarth- 

masterlBTheSelling&ifihe^reatBreeSpenedSpSonnectionsSmongstSlHheB 

communitiesB>fBheBvorldBtBhatBime,BachB>fBvhichBouldBhenB)btainBheirB 

sharesB>®oodBo^blant.KTheseBonnectionsB)ecameBheBiveE|>rincipalBiverbedsB 

ofHheBiorth-westB\mazon;Bll&>®heBiverbedsBvould,BtBBaterBnoment,B>eB 

filledSyBheBertileBilood&ifBheffirstBvornan.BrheffellingSif&heBreeBiroughtB 

allBoodSndBhamanidJ>owersBntoBheBvorld;BheBatter,Biowever,BvereB3tolen’B 

byBheSapiuSreating&BituationSifBhaosBhatBheBIreatorKhadBoBetB-ightB 



Multi-centricMnythscapes 


209 



FigureEM ThdH£reaM)oulderE(lowerWeft$£$iheSSfirstEearthEandEfloatecMrMnfinitM 
spaceM’efore&hereEvasSintfEvaterEflowingEil&hdE'apidsMnEthdtientreEijR 
th$karrowfifyassagMsEi§fyerfectlyE'ound$a.n(MieepWepressionEnEhdfrockM 
whichEMaid$ttM>eEvhereEhd$irsMincestorsEmerged.EPhoto:EVl.CMVrighM 
2009. 

by&eclaiming&>wnership&ifH;hem.SrhisQvas&heKbeginning&>®he&hamanicKI 

powersBo&ieal;&iutHtSvas&lsoBhe&)eginning&ifHheHbrest®piritsSntoHvhich 0 

tapir’s&ompanions,&razedB)yl 3 heirSnhaling&i®he 8 ;acredBnuff, 8 ransformed .0 

Inffigure®,&achMallenBree&ecomesBMiverbed: 

TheKreatorHsIhiaperfkuliB[spelledSnB'ariousBvays:SK[aperuli,Hniaperikuli,K 
Naperikoli),Sccording 8 o 8 he 0 raditionsB>®'ariousHiorthernlSVrawak-speakingKI 
peoples, 0 ived 0 n&heHprimordialffimes,Ksimultaneouslyl 3 nKseveraBiiffereiit§ 
placesHof&vhatSs&iowScnownHas&he&iorth-westMAmazon&'egion.HFor&heS 
HohodeneKpeoples,&here0sSan®slandHcalle<EWarukwaE(seeSFigure04)KonEl 
theSDzukual&iver,KyElshortlEldistanceffromia-[ipana,&vhere 0 NrhiaperikuliKhadlEI 
aKhouse. 0 rhere,&ccording&o&he&tories, 0 NThiaperikul&nd&iis&)rothersKhad 0 
many&dventuresBvithHheffishl^)eoples,&he^reat&naconda,^nd&>thers,&)utlEI 
most 0 mportantly,&isingB;oca&nd 0 ncantations^from&hereKhe&hamamcallyEl 
fertilizedSheffirstHvomanSvithShe®hildS)®iisShought,B\eartBndHoul,SCuwai.KI 

Sacred&j>owersB)fBheH:entreKbf3:heBiniverse 

HipanalSsKconsidered&heScentreSofEtheKuniverseHinEbothEaKIverticalEandEaKI 

horizontaMense.KThis&nost 0 mportant£|>lace,&ituated&>iiBhe 0 \iaryl 3 liver^atS 
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FigurdSffl Openin$!bfl£theWiverbed$bf&heWiorth-wesl 5 Amazofi$(whicIMvouldMateM 
beWfilledM>)MtheWiversEoJ$blooclEfroMEfirslEwoman)EDrawin$b)Mrhiag(M 
Aguilar, Klapui, KO 10 . 


o / 

NKiAPEiUKuli 


FigureSMH Warukwa,MFhiaperikuli’$HousMmEthe$DzukualM?iver,KJppeM{iaryMrM 
thidMepictiorMhd 8 Freatorlity>erformecMshamanismEDver$fish.EDmwin$lb)& 
ThiagoWLguilarMJapui,W 010 . 
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the&apids&lso 0 <nown&s 0 <upi),SvasBvhere 0 Cuwai,&he&;hild&if&heHZreatorKI 
(Nhiaperikuli)EhndBhe 0 irst 8 voman^Amaru),®:ameB)utMnto®:he 8 vorld.®rhe® 
boulders®and®petroglyphs®there®illustrate®(Figure®5®below)®the®followmg® 
elements 8 epresentingSCuwai’sl)irth:^la)S 0 ineBifflioulders 0 narkBvhereBVmaruK 
‘sat’®aefore^he^ave 03 irth 8 o®Kuwai,®and 8 vhere®girls®atB:heiiBTienarche®sitlK] 
today®? o8hat®heii®aodies8TLaylKbecome&trong;®(b)®aKboulder®with®designs® 
o®heH 3 leiades&:onstellation,&isible&tBhe&ime&if^)lant^rowth,&nd&ithers0 
assodated§vithBVmaru;^c)BH)oulderHha®epresents 0 < Cuwai’,Bvith^)etroglyphs 0 
ofSJSerpentKepresentingHheE^ainE&fflheKvhip’^ndSpiralsMhatfireBheSoundsI^ 
of 8 he 01 utes’;®d)^notherH>oulder,M&hortfflistanceEkway,®s 8 aid[ 3 :o 8 epresent® 
the®true®Kuwai’;®(e)®a[&tone®halMias®the&hape®of®the®placenta®of®Kuwai® 
afterBieBvas®}om,®n[ 3 :he 8 hape 8 >fMireshwateifitingray;®T) 8 everalH>oulders® 
representingBheSacredS’lutes&iM<uwai,^nd&iawk0’eathersBhat&mpowered0 
the 8 >riginaMutes 8 oS)pen 8 heHvoice’S)fflKuwai;^!g) 8 il 5 )laceS)fl 3 heSincientKl'illageH 
where®v[hiaperikuliMnade®he®CuwaMutes;^h)Btairway 3 roml 3 heE|>ort.® 

In® addition,® the®sacred®place®of®Hipana®is®'announced’®to® anyone® 
approaching® t®rom®iownstream® 3 yW<large[>!|)etrogiyph®)® , Cuwai®m[ 3 he® : ace® 
of®me® 5 f®:he®nainB 3 ouldersBt®he®nouth®)fBhisE| 5 ortalBoBheBacred.®n®:he® 
reproduction®>elow,®il 81 rawing®>f®Cuwail 3 by®iBhanian’s®ipprenticeBnd®irtist®s® 
juxtaposed®vith®hisEjbetroglyph;®he®>odyS>f®his®pirit®)f®icknessBLnd®orcery,® 
its®shadow-sour^Wfl«flra«)®s®hat®>®Bloth®nixed®vithBhe®eeth®)ffiM|aguar,® 
and®he®ace®)MHVhite®Vlan.®<uwai®vas,BfterM,B®inivocal®:ombination®)f® 
alterity®tnd®dentity,®xceedingly®langerous®o®mmans.KrheEJ>etroglyph,®)n®he® 
other®rand,Hhows£J>arts®)fH<uwai’s8egmented®)odyBlong®vith®-oundedBnd® 
swirMhapes®hat§kre®he®nusicaBoundsBmitted®rom®us®>ody. 

Kuwai'sBounds&ndBinging®:reated®:he®tVorld,®:hat®s,®nade®tB 5 pen®ip® 

(expand)®rom®tsE|>rimordial,®niniatureBize,BoBhe®uigeBerritory§kndBvorld® 

that®he® 3 aniwa®cnow®oday.® 

TheffirstSvoman3ooksE3br&K:entre3o%ive8)irth0 

AccordingBoBmeBersionHifB^uwai’sBbirth: 

BeforeBCuwaiBvasB>orn,BiisBnotherB\.maruBventBookingBor[>M|>laceBo[>|iveB 

birth.BheBventBoBheBJaupesffiiverBaterBheH^anaffiiverBBtBhelijblaceB 

calledBTsepanBBndlSheBayBlownBhere.Bater.BheBventBoH’uwedali.BmBheB 


48 AtBnitiationBindBllB'itualsBitBvhichBheBiacredBlutesBireGjblayed.BnenBndBvomenB 
whip&ach&>ther,&nd&ldersBvhipHheB:hildren.®Vhipping^/jfl/ca^ete/caM)BsBioneB 
bothBorBheB|3urpose&>fBmakingBhefi:hildrenBgrowBiioreB[uicklyBandBoBhatB 
peopleBvillBnowBiowBoB'esistHhe[>|>ainBnHhisBvorld[^for,HhisBvorldBsBcnownBsB 
7 cflwi/cwe’,BheBplaceB>f^bain’).B 
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FigureSSM SketclMofftpetroglyphMamMmythscapeBaMHipana,$theEWorlcMCenteM 
(adaptecMfronMOrti!&ancMPradillcM2002&byRM/[.CM'Wright,Sin&WrighM 
2014:212). 



FigureEM PetroglyphSandM drawing oftQKuwai-ka-WamundanaM(Koch-Griinber$!\ 
1907;Wrawin$byMr.WLguilar,W010). 

UcaialiB[Uaupes)ffiiver,HndSvent8o8ieBlownHhere.& J ater,§4ipana^Uapui)B 

andBheBtayedBhere.BYfterlSCuwai§vas[l>orn,8ie8vas[ShiddenHrom&ier[Stfi 

a^)lace81ownriverMt®umalipekwa,Hhree^3lacesH)elow.H'huruapekwa,B 

Thiripidapekwa.BvThiapirikuliBventBfterBiim. 
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FigureS^ AmariM>eatecMiMheSacreiM)ouldersK)fi!Hipana^dmwin$$))Mr.Wi.guilarM 
UapuiM2010$lphottMb)M&Fontes,M2010)&TheSMrawin$ftactuall)$khows\ft 
AmanAeatecMitM'suwai,Wi$ylaceEvhereEtheEvaters$ioMonger^low',§ktMhdft 
edgeWaf&heEvorld. 

Kuwai8was8conceivedKthrough8a8shamanic8act8in8which8N!hiaperikuli,8 
sent 8 his 8 thought 0 nto 8 the^ody 8 of 8 Amaru. 8 Nhiaperikuli 8 wantecB:o 8 have 8 a 8 
childBhroughBvhomM&ifflusBknowledgeBndKoulBvouldEbeKransmitted.KirheK 
child,Khowever,&vas&rftstonishing&nixB)®:reative&oundKknc&iolentEj3ainlEI 
and8destructiveness,&vho&vas&>anished&oBhe0end’8afB:he&vorld,8then&till8 
miniature.KrheEJ>owerfuMnd 81 angerous 8 ife 8 brceKhatHKuwaiKepresented 8 nay 8 
beKknderstoodSsSheKbodyMifSheKosmos’^ermeatedKlvithHiolesShroughSvhichlEl 
the8>reathM)flheKreator’s8ieart-soulHblows,8vhich8s8:apable8>fBlransforming8 
intoSnultipleKpiritlSntities.BmbodyingSheHIbrcesKbflSIiature^thefetilityKbffllheK 
forest&nd&ivers,BhefflevastatingBleluge&i®he&ains,BheH’earfulHlarkness&ifEl 
night)® nd&he&iidden&ource&>®lMeathly&ilments.8rheHlangerousE|>owersK] 
of®is8>ody®ere,8n8he®nd®arnessedll>yl8>eingHlransfornied8ntoBhe8naterial8 
shapes&>®lutes&ndBrumpets®ach&epresenting®t&>nce&Ej3artS)®<Cuwai’sB 
body®Birst®ncestorB>®®hratry,B)iSBelationB>fMianceB>rBntagonismBhatB 
characterizedBhe®rimordialBvayB>fBife.B 

Theffife8orce8hat8Cuwai8epresentsBhcludes8ociety-in-time;8hat8s8o8ay,8 
theBntireBtoiT&an&lsoEbeBinderstood&s&n&xplanationMbrBiowllJiatrilinealB 
heart-soul,&>r8ifeH’orce,8;ameBo&)e&mbodied8n&nateriaMorms8)theSacredEl 
flutesBndBnstruments)BndBeproducedB>verBimeBndE 3 pace.BYsBongBsBhereB 
haveSaeenMpeopleMnShisBvorld^he&ielieffln&heS^uwaMirstEhncestorsKhasK 
beenBheBbundationMbrBheirH>rganizationBntoBociety. 
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Women’sBriajoi&oleBnBhe^rocessB>fH:reation,B>esidesB:ontainingBhisB 

cosmicBntityBvithinBierBody.Bvas^reciselyBoBntroduceBhangeBnBheBnidstB 

oflBontinuity.KhamansBtateBhatiBfterBheBiirth&iffl^uwaiBheffirstBvoman’sB 

bloodB)verflowedBheH>oundariesB>fBheE|)rimordial,BnimatureBvorldBrouiidB 

Hipana®illingBipBheE|>re-existmgBiverbedsBndBTiakmgBheBivers[ 21 owB>ut,B 

thusBertilizingBheBarth.BrhisBventMvasBheBecond&>fBheBnostBmportantB 

sourcesB)®hangeBndBnotionBnBBiew,BlynamicBndBxpansiveBmiverse^theB 

firstB>eingBheBellingB5®he^reatH:reeB>fBustenance)fi>eforeBhisBiappened,B 

the^rimordialBmiverseBwasBelf-containedBnlM<hiimature&reaBarouiidBheB 

'universefflmbilicus®Btill-spirituaMonnectionBetweeniheBirstfilvorlcMii<fflheB 

newBvorldBhatBvasBomingBntoBieing.B 

TheHvomen’sKIpilgrimage’BvithHheBacredBIutes&ndHrumpetsK 

TakingBheBtoryB)fBCuwaMsBJBvhole,BhereBvereBictuallylhreeBnomentsBvhenB 

theBvomenBopenedBipMheBvorld:BfterBheB:hildbirth,BvhenB\maru’sB>loodB 

trickledB>utS>®heBniniatureBvorlcRndffilledBhe^)re-existingBtreambeds;&tB 

the&ndB5®heffirst&>oysMnitiationBitual,BvhenBheBvomenBtoleBheBacredB 

flutesBndBmmpets^theBransformedHbodyB>®Cuwai,B:onsumedBtHheBndB)® 

theBirstSInitiationB'iteBnB^reatBvorlcMireBhatBnadeBheBvorldBontractBoBtsB 

mimatureBize)Bnd^aradedBhroughoutB:heBvorldE|ilaymgBhem;Bndl 3 iiially,B 

afterBBvai®nBvhichBheBnenBecoveredBheBacred01utes0romBheBvomen,B 

fourB)®heBvomenMvereBentB)ffl 3 oBhe&ndsB)®heBarth,BvhileB)neBtayed&tB 

theBentre. 

InBtheBsecondBopening’.BtheBmenlElchasedBafterlEltheBwomenlElandlElmadeB 

omens&oBvarn&hemBaMheir^aursuit.ErheHdohodeneBraditions&ememberB 

aMongBequenceB>®iveBengthyB'oyagesBnadeBnl5>rimordiaMimesB>yB\.maruB 

andBheBirstSvomenBvhoBiadBakenMheBacredBlutes&wayBromBheBnenBifterB 

Nhiaperikuli&iad^aartially&nade&hem.BTheQvomeiiHlecMromBheBnen&ndB 

playedBheBnstrumentsBhroughoutBheBcnowiiBvorld.BrheBvorld&ipenedBipKI 

againBromBtsBniniatureBizeBoBts^>resent>dayBize,B:hroughB:heBxpansiveB 

powerBofBtheBmusicBan<fisoundsBofBtheBflutesBandBtrumpetsB(/jwaftfl-jyMl.B 

Amaru’sBatherBvasBheBapir,BvhoBiadBtolenBheB)riginaMhamaiiic^)owersB 

fromBNhiaperikulLBItBwasBsimilarlylKItheBshamamcBpowerBandBknowledgeB 

embodiedBhlheBnstrumentsB-Bhe0ssenceB)®Jhiaperikuli’sKheart-sourB-BhatB 

AmaruBndBheBvomenBookBwayBromBheBnen. 

TheBvomenBven®nBourHlirections,BxpandingBlongBheBameBiverbedsB 

thatBAmaru’sBbloodBhadBfiUed.BrheBmapBbelowBtracesBtheBvoyagesBofBtheB 

womenBwithBKuwai’,BbeginningBatBtheBceiitreB(Hipana),BexpandingBinBfourB 
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directionsKbutwardsKoKheBndsHifElheE&nownSvorld^KrheBrirst&oyageBctuallyS 
tracesB®ircularShape&onnectingSheKwoBacred^)lacesHhatSiave0he^reatestEl 
powerH nHhe8toryS)fS<Cuwai:Bdipana,Bvhere8heS:hildBvas8>orn;BncKhnipan,KI 
where&ieSvas&onsumedSnW^reat8)onfire.Srhis&:ircle8)fHheS:entreSsH:alle<H 
‘the®hield&>f’S]//wa/)ere)&he^)rimordiaBhaman/chanterSDzuliferiS!shamamcS 
protectionSsSheSnain^burpose&ifflhe&hants). 

OnHheH’arSipper0JaranaBtream^Dzukuali),BipstreamH’romSHipana,SsM 

place&alledSvtotipanaSvithSarge&toneHbrmationsBhat&re&aidBo&epresentS 

AmaruBndBheBirst8vomen’s8ave/fortressM , here,BheBvomenEJ>erformedl3he8 

firstSnitiationBitesS’orBheirHlaughter.Srhere&lso,SN[hiaperikuli&nd&iis&llies,S 

theS)irdsHndBnimals,SvagedSvarHgainstSheSvomeii,SookS)ackSheSlutes,BndS 

sentSourS)®heSvomen8oBhe®ndsS)®he&arth.0rhisSacred^)laceSs&lsoSaidS 

toBbeBheS)riginl^)lace®)®lHheSvateiS)fflheS'ivers8n8heS , egion.S 

The&emembrance&>®hese&vents8s^)erformed8nBhe8acred8;hants&® 

allSnitiationM-ites,8vhen8verySnitiateSsSntroducedMoSknowledge8)fflheBpiri® 

world&ndHheSawsB'orSivmgSnSociety.BX'TaenKuwaiBransmittedBheSacredlK] 

initiationSzhants&t&heSconclusionSaf&heSirst&itualbMmtiatioii.KhumaiiityS 

received8heS|aower&o0ertilizeBhe8vorldKby&neans8)®hamanicSjarotectionlKI 

ultimately8ieutralizingBll^)otential8iarm.8rhe8acred8tor)®ndl8;hants8nSio8 

waySnnuHime,&>ut8athei®lign8;hange&nd8;ontinuity8vithinHhe8emporal8 

andKpatiaMoordinatesKbfflheSmiverse. 

ExileB)rHliaspora?B^mbiguityBnBheBacred[^ourneys 

A®the8end8o®the8war,8Nhiaperikuli8dispatched8the8womenlK]to8the8four8 

directions8>fflheKky,Bending8hemM>n8riissions8o8>ecomeBhe&nothers8>flSthe8 

white^5eople’8the8 > ortuguese®ndffipaniardsSn8 > ortuga®ndffipain).®^omen8 

becameBhe8;onduits&>f&ipennessBoBhe&xternaBvorld&nd8ts&lterity.8rhe8 

flutesBvhichSemainedBvith8he8nerfire8heKbody8>fl8(uwai’,8he8ontinuity8)® 

the^)rimordial8vorld8oiMlHuture§enerations8wa/ima«a/).8dentity§vill8iever8 

be8ostMs8ong8s^)ower8s8naiiitained8)ver8ts8nostl5)otent,^)rimordial8ymbol. 

WomenBretainedBtheBambiguousBpowerBofBreproducingBalterityBwhichB 

canBhaveBbothlliestructive8in<H:reative8mpacts8)n8iumanity.8rhe8vomen8re,8 


5H InB northern^ ArawakanKI (Hohodene,B Dzauinai.K Warekena.B Piapoco,l 3 Baniva)® 
ceremonial&hants.BheHmaps’&ifHhe^rimordiaMvomen’sfflight&oveiSheHvholeB 
o®heHSrorthernKAmazon&egionBnd&>eyond,HoHheSimitsB)®heir^eographicalKI 
knowledge.BThe&hantsBe-createHheHlight&nd^mrsuit&ifHheSvomenMn&ninuteB 
detail,SconsistingHofBhundredsSofflplacesBwhereBtheSmusicBofBtheHnstrumentsB 
wasBplayed.KTheBprimordialBprocessionsBfollowKlalongBthe&iversBancBoverland.B 
eventuallyHrrivingHtBB'erySacred^blace,BBanctuary,§vhereSlnitiationB:eremoniesKI 
areBhenEheld.B 
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accordingBoBhe&tarrativeBradition&>M<uwai,&hamamcMntermediaries®vith 8 
the&)utside&vorld,^ustEks&nale&hamansKhre0ntermediariesSvithBheB)therKI 
world® fflhe§reatfipirits.®othHhereforeBreHbckedffliHBl;ind&fflomplementaryH 
oppositionShatSsHhe&novingH’orce&>rSlynamic&i®eciprocity®nd&xchange,KI 
implyingSiothHnarriageBndBorcery. 

AncestralEf>ower&mbodied8nMhe81utesBnd8rumpets,8;nownM:ollectively8 

as0Kuwai’,BhusHiistinguishesHme^)hratry’sH;ollective®dentityl3’rom&nother.Kl 

As 8 heBlawS)fixogamy 8 jmarital 8 xchange) 8 s®®entrifugaMorce 8 hrough§vhich§ 

the&xternal 8 vorldl^in-marrying 8 vomen, 8 ion-indigenous^beoples)^)enetrates 8 

the®nternaBvorld&>®heSib/phratry,Bhere®s^n&xtremeBaboo&ni&howingKI 

theHlutes&o&heBvomen,SvhichSve®iiterpretl3;o0)e&ii&daptive&nechanism8 

to 8 preserve 8 intactElthe 8 internal 8 continuity 8 oflElphratric 8 identity 8 againstElthe 8 

threatening^)owers®hatM)utsiders 8 -epresent .8 
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TheKIGreatKityBbfHfaaperikoli’B-BvhereBmmortalityHvasBost 

ForHheB\rawakan-speakingEi|>eoplesB>®he0aifiippeiHganaffiiverDM|)resent- 

dayHZolombia,BhereBreBnythscapesB>®najorBmportance.K)neBsB:alled[S:heB 

‘GreatBIityB>®\Japerikoli’,BBiteB:onnectedB:oBnotherl8(nownBsHheBFortressB 

offlheBVomen’BothHbcatedBinBheffawiarylltream.KothBflheseBnayl^erhapsS 

beBheBsameBsitesBtheBHohodeneBreferBtoBasBmo^awa.BheBfortressBoffitheB 

women,BBaveBvhereBhereBreBtone0magesB>®heEJ>rimordialBvomen.H'hereB 

areBoverlandBand&iverineBconnectionsKbetweenEltheBupperBlJaranaEhndBheB 

YawiaryBtream.BsBvelMsBetweenIBheBarBipperBganaBndBheBipperBJaupesB 

RiversBnKolombia. 

ForBhe0<oripakoB>®hisH'egion,B-iowever,BveH:annotBayBhatBheBGreatB 

CityMsBoStheir’Braditions&sKhl^ieople.BUnlike&mongBheB-lohodene^eryB 

few®ioripakoBldersBemembeiSheBneaningsBssociatedBvithBhisBjreatMIity,B 

andBveBannotBffirmBhatBvhatBheyBemember&omesBi-omBheirBncestors.B 

AnotherBtreamBFurtherBipBheHganaBvasBifflnuch^reaterBmportanceB'orBheK 

PayoalieneBibBfflheBCoripakoBsBheBocationlMSheirBncestralBillages.HVhileB 

i®sBrueBhatBnostB>®heBnhabitantsB>®heBegionBnB|uestionBreBCoripakosB 

whoBameBromBheHkpperKGuainiaHRiver.BhereBreBlsoBiumerousBlescendantsB 

offlheKubeo,B\diose^rincipaMerritoryBsBurtherBoBheBvest,BlongBheBipperB 

UaupesBndBtsBributaries.B 

ABlusterB>®toneBbrmationsB>nBheBopB>®BtilllMlheBieadwatersB>®heB 

YawiaryBtreamEbfMheBipperHganaBsBzalledKtheBSreatBCityEbfflNlaperikoli!® 

NothingBsimilarBtoBtBhasBjeenBreportedBnBtheBiteratureBonBtheBKoripakoB 

or03aniwa0(orBotherKhorthernKIArawakanKj3eoplesB’orBhatlElmatter)MtBsKbnKI 

arrangemen®D®nassiveB)ouldersBvithBiardly&nyl^)etroglyphs&inB:hem,^e® 

withBnBrdeiMndBneaningBttributedHoHheBvholeBrrangement.KTheBouldersK 

areBalignedBalongBanBeast/wes®axis.BSinceBNaperikolil3sBheBunBdeity,BhisK] 

alignmentBsBurelyBignificant.BrheBite&sIxkBvholeBecallsM&ceneBromBheB 

storyH>®vIawerikuli ) ^oungei®)rotherBi®s[aperikoliBvhoBvasBheffirst^bersonlEI 

toBdie’BandBvas03uriedBinderneathBhe&iouse0D®Nraperikoli,ffollowingBheK 

traditionB)ffl)urialsBnanyl%enerationsBgo.BrheBraditionB)®vIawerikul®sBaidH 

toBeMCubeoBtory’BndBtSb^iossibleBhatBothBKoripakoBfflheBipperBIcjanaBnB 

ColombiaBndB3uainia,BndHheKubeoES>fflheBippei®Jaupes,BlsoBnKColombia,B 

mayBiaveBiadBettlementsBnBhisBegion. 

UndemeathBheBiugeBstoneBiouseB>®s[iaperikoli’,^berche<fitSnBngleB>nlKI 
theBlopeB>®BnountainBop,BsBBtoneBlabBvhichBppearsBikeBBtoneB:offinB 
withBBroken^ieceKbMnBronHbelBituatedBtopBmeBnd,Bimil arBoBheBarvedB 


613 Leal’s0VlastersBiissertation,Hiefende<MnS2oi3&tBhe0Vtuseu®s[acionaMnffirazil,B 
presentsHheBnostHletailedB'eportB)nBiisBxpeditionMvith0<uripako^uidesHoHhisEI 
site. 
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FigurdBM Four^iews\&f&he$!Great$Eit)$i(photos$by$C.W(avier$LealM013).Srhe$hugM 
bouldeMippeMefMMhdBrnairMiousSR>03aperikoliS$perchecB»Mh^dgSR>fft 
a^rra n i te\&lope$k Mh eBoi pftbj&Mi i llMhd&eco n dSfyh oto$(uppeM'ight)&howsE 
aMlalM)ft$apparentl)ffl:ut)S>ouldeM'epresentin$$he$tone$ombM>fl&heEfirsM 
persorMoW.ie’$Rmmediatel)MoelowMM&loseMholM>j$the$tomb^/hichMa.asW& 
piecd&fftirMiverturnecMroiiSbelMiMh&omb’Mieadffiossiblffiepresentini^ 
the^deathWnask^j^the^'irst^ersor&oWieiSaniMhe^'ourth^ohoto^fbottorrM 
left)EsSheEnassiveStoneEkitchen^ieaMhe^reaMhouse^)jSheSJreator’. 

woodenBnasksBhe®aniwal^u®verl3heSacesB>flHlheirE31eceasedB]nMhe^bast.Bhfl]sS 

certainly§ioBoincidenceBhatHlheG|)ieceBvas£|)lacedBvhereStSsB-HbyBvhomBndS 

whenHsBBnysteryB-BndBtBsBeasonableHoBuggestBhatBheBtoneBlabB>®heS 

tombBnayBlso[3haveBbeen^blacedBleliberatelyB[again,[l>yBvhomSsBBnystery). 

BehindBheShouse’&oulderBsBSkitchen’BjoulderEttraditionallyMBiousesS 
wereSlonghouses,Swhile&odaySmostBhousesBhave&heSmamSdwelling-placeS 
facingBheBiver,BndBhe 01 dtchen§l:onstructionBbehindBhe 0 iiouse).H>ehindStBreS 
severalKbouldersBepresentingBsentinelK^ostsISwhere^ccordingStoBhamans’S 
discourse,HfJiaperikoli’s^)etK>irds^calledKrchitchiroBndl3vtadoodo)®ouldlSvarii0 
ofKbpproachingKjaeople.KrheSwholeBarrangementHsSvery&emimscentSbflKfcheS 
momentSn3heBtoryBoldH>yBhe0>aniwaH>fBheB\iaryffi.iverBvhenHleathH:ameS 
intoBheBvorld^seeBX/ r rightB 998 :pt.B;®d.H 999 ),BndSvIawerikuliSvasSaidSnBEl 
stoneBoffinSmderSheSdouseBifBJiaperikoli.SDnBheBasternBideHifSheBiteBreS 
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Figurd&M TheSombstom8)ftMawerikuliMhe^irsfify>ersorM(MiieBn$)rimordiaMimesM 
(drawingMT.WiguilaFfiZ010$ohotoM2.$KavieM J eaM!013). 

the&iouse®ndHheHomb;HoHheHves®reHheBmaller&ioulders&i®heSentinelH 

birds. 

The0mage0n8Figure898shows8the8spirit0of8Mawerikuli8rising8from8his8 

stone&omb;Bhis8irawing,&nade&>yM<khaman’s&pprenticeKnBhe^ear820io,8 

has&>een&>verlaid&>n&he^>hoto&>fBhe&toneBomb.8A.ccordingBo&he[>&tory,8 

MawerikuliBiied0’romEkorcery;&>ut0tBvas^3OSsibleH’orKhimBoS'eturn&o0ifeKI 

after8three8days&>f&edusion0n&he&tone&omb,&nd8thus[>M^eople&vould8 

continue8being8immortal,8had8not8an8unfortunate8incident8occurred,8the8 

result&i®vhichBvasHhatSieH’ellB)ackBlownSnHheBomb,0nothing&)ulS)ones’E 

Despite8all8shamanic8attempts8to8revive8Mawerikuli,8none8oflKlthem8couldlK] 

bring 8 riml 3 >ack 8 o 8 ife. 8 >o 8 iurnanity 8 ost 8 ts^rimordial 8 mniortality, 8 vhichBvas 8 

onlyHaterB'egained&hrough&heHsreation&ifBhe&acredHlutes&nd&rumpetsK 

atHTipana.fforSvithShem^ncestraMoulsBvould&eBransmittedBoSlMiitureK 

generations.ffhe^aradox8nl8his,8>fll:ourse,8sHlhatHlheKarneflncestraMouMhat8 

transmits 8 ife 8 dso 8 akes 8 tBkwayBhroughKorceryl&nd 8 dolent 81 eath,£M|>owerful 8 

and^mbiguousS’orceBhatMsBhe&eryl 3 ieart&>fKBaiiiwa, 0 fl 3 io®ll&iffliorthernEl 

ArawakanSeligiosity. 

Today, 8 the 8 shamans 8 say 8 that 8 when 8 they 8 are 8 seeking 0 :he 8 answer 8 as 8 to 8 
whethei® 3 /ictimS)fBorcery&villl^etSvellS)r&iot,®heyl 3 ook 0 brShe 0 mageS)® 
MawerikuliBo&ee 8 \d\etherHtMsBising 0 romMtsHomb, 8 >rHalling 8 nside. 8 ffltHs 8 
rising,BheBickl^ersoriB\dlMeturnBo8ife;8fBtBsBalling,BheBick[>jbersonMvilMie.8 
TheSmage&iMvIawerikuli&itting&in&he&dge&ifEhisBomb.KhalfwaySaetweenEl 
life&ndBdeath,KhlignedBvithBheK|)ositionB)®:heBunK(whichBs,BnBhamanic8 
understanding,Bhe8>ody&>fHheKreator8srhiaperikuli)HlramaticallyMllustrates8 
the^mbiguousBituation&>fBheB/ictim&>fBorcery.B\XTietherBhe&mbiguityBs8 
resolved8that8s,8vhether8vtawerikuliMvilMeturn8o8ife)8villHlepend&ntirely8 
on8he^bowerH>fl8he8hamanic8ure. 
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FigureM (M Sketch&>fi$he$SrealBEit)ffl(XavierW J eaMi013). 

I®here 0 sMiorrelation,EnBhe&osmovisionB)®he®>aiiiwa, 0 )etweenBheK 
sun’s^bath®crossShe8k)SndBheSrrangement&if8he8>oulders®tHhe8ite,8hisKI 
wouldSeinforceBnBssotiation^ithKhemes&ffleathKncBebirth.^ikeHHipaiia,!*] 
theH:ity’Ss^)art 3 )MMnuch 3 argeiSndSnoreS:omplexlSite 8 issociatedBvithM)therB 
places, 8 uchBsSheS;avernS)®heSvomenJBvhere,SiccordingSoBhe 0 KuwaiBtory,KI 
AmaruBndHheSvomenHiidSfterShey®\adHtolenHhe®utes 0 ’romSheBnen.Krhis 0 
complexHite®ontainsMargeBiumberH>®ock 3 brmations®ncM:aves.BKrear 8 heK 
‘GreatKity’Bhere 8 s®^)lace 8 )nBhe®urubimStream,SleepSnBheBorestl 3 )f®heS 
upper39ana,Svhereffl3argeHla®ocklSits&top®3ulM)verlookingBheS , iveiSncMB 
vast&xpanse 8 )®orestB-&^)lace 8 vhere,S®sBaid,S : ?iaperikoliHsat®ndBawl 3 iowB 
theSvorldBvouldB>e’B[Xaviei®eaMoi3). 

InffigureBoBtMs£|>ossibleHo&eeHhat§:heH 3 reatKityMsH>rientedSnKuchlM 

wayShatS®eadsSo®everaM)®he&nain&iversS)®he&egion&sSvelMsS)the® 

mythscapes.KThe&ite^ives&^3erspective0’rom&he&;entreB)ut&>ver&he&as® 

terrainM)®ainforestSndS:lusters 8 )®illsSnHhefflirectionM)fl 3 )ther 8 nythscapes§ 

such^s^t&dipana.HThis^aerspectiveBvould&ieBiistincMromHhat&ifi^ersoiiK 


yB As,Hoi&xample,B)neffindsBnHheBnoreBlaborateB;onstructions0)fHun&ndHnoon§ 
templesBligned§vithHheBvenueB>®heffleadSnHvIesoamerica^cf.KarrascoRoi 3 ). 
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situated8at8Hipana,8the8umverse8centre8at8Uapui,8connecting8upriver8to8 

WarukwaBonBhe8DzukualiBtream),BdownriveiBto8Ehmpaii,[><]upB:oB:he8sky8 

umbilicaMord,S)rHlownl 3 hroughSheBholeHi®mergenceBoSheSvorldH)elowE 

HistoricaMxile&nd&eturn 

We&iriefly&eferBiow&o&tories&iMhe&ncestors&if&Hnore&ecentl^astBhatEl 

teU8o®heir8forced8exile8from8ancestraMands8atBheBime8offfirst8contacts8 

witl®heBiondndigenousBvorldBWrightB2005)BJndoubtedlyH:orresponding8 

toBhe8periodsB)Mndigenous8slavery8orB/esczrae«to.s8(relocatioii8downriver8 

to8colonial8towns)8o®the8eighteenth8century,8the8Hohodene8and8other8 

phratriesBemembeiMiowBieroicBhiefsBledBromBheBolomesBiidBetumedE] 

toBhe^hratricBiomelands,8i®heBieartB>fl8:heirBerritory.8rheirBeturnBiome8 

coincidedBvithBBimeBfflvarfareBndBickness8nMheBolomesM'he8ndigenous8 

peoplesBiad8ostBnanyB®heirBituaMance8>rnaments8indH]nstruments8nBhis8 

exileHiownrivei;BndBiad[Become&xtremelyBeducedBnBiumber[ 3 )yBheBime 8 

theyBledBndBetumed.8Througl®he8ntermediationBfiheBvomen8romB>ther8 

phratries,BheBdohodeneBncestorBvasBbleBoBnakeMiances,BndBegainBhe8 

phratry’sBocialBiability®inceBhen,Bhe^hratryl 3 hasE|;rownBncfJ>rospered. 

The8endEo®theseBhistoricar8traditions8connects8them8directly8with8 

ancestors 8 who 8 probably 81 ived 8 inK]the 81 astlK]quarter 8 oflKlthe 8 iiineteenth 8 and 8 

beginningBfflheBwentiethBenturies.KrodayBhoseBncestorsBreBememberedE] 

forBheir&ourageBnBetumingBoBheirKhomelands&ndBeconstructingBheirK] 

society&hrough&naritalBand0politica&lliances,Kbmpowering&hem&oS:esistEl 

exile8ater8nBheirBtistories.8 

Still,Bhe 8 relocation[>Mownriver 8 created 8 an 8 ambiguityl 3 nK]the 8 Hohodeiie 8 
vision8o&heirBsociety0n8a8history8that8starkly8representsBhe8violence8of8 
contact:8he0escendantsBfflheBncestors8vhoBoughtBefuge0rom8heEI:olomallK] 
situatioi®laimBhatBhere8sBodayBl^laceBlownriverBvhich8s0theirs’B>yBdrtue8 
ofBheir&xile.KTheBameBlescendantsBssociateBheHlownriveifivorldBvithBheK 
transformation0D®hose8historical8ancestors8whoB:emainedBnB:he8colomes8 
intoBwhiteE|>eoplel8soldiers’.KirheBlownriverBvorldBepresents8ossB>fBdentity8 
andBransformation8ntoHjthers®heBeryBnemy8vhich[>lbrcedBhem8iitoBxile,8 
yet 8 here 8 sBtilMBiistoricaMlaim 8 o 8 i 8 pieceB>®and’BhatMheyl 3 :onsider 8 theirs! 

Spiritual^rotectionHorBheEliving 

IndigenousKhistoryl 3 ncludes&he^)ilgrimages&hat 8 faithfulKbelievers&nake 8 to 8 
theBombs&ifBhe^reat&hamanic&iealers,Savants,8;onsideredSs8saintsMnd8 
‘savioursB)®he^astM'he8iorth-westBYmazonBiasBtadB8ongBiistory§kmong8 
Tukanoan-8andBArawak-speaking8peoples8of8suchBwise8people’,Bdreamersl8 
powerful8shamans[xbnd8evenl^pfted8childreii8who8have8demonstrated8their8 


222 RobinWlMVright,W)maffl3onzdlez$RdneMin(M2arloffl2esarf$(avieM,eal 

directB:onnectionsBoBheB:reator-deitiesBndBoulsB>fl 3 :heHleceased,BndBiaveK 

initiatedBrossBultsMssociatedBvith[>f>lacesK>fBeremoniaMance.K 

InKbxtensiveffieldBesearchlEblongKfcheBributariesSDfBheBippeiBGuainia,^] 
Omai® 3 onzalez-Nanez&nd&he 03 anivaBelderl 2 -Iemanl 3 CamicoBiocumentedE] 
the&uriaBite&ifihe&nostBamous&ifihese^rophet-seers^enancioKamico^ 
knownl^)opularly&s&heSChrislM)fH;he 0 gana’ 0 IGonzalez 0 Nranez^ 03 .&nd 0 Vl .0 
CamicoBoi3;BeeBlsoBX/ r rightB98iBndBoo5;BX' r rightBnd0dilM986),BvhoBsK] 
rememberedl 3 oday§nl 3 iumerousB>raBraditionsB>®\.rawak-BndBion-Arawak- 
speaking^>eoples&>®he&egion. 0 -IeBvas&&niraculous&iealerl 3 'romBheBipper 0 
GuainiaHRiverSvithH§reatSnanyl 3 bllowers,Bvho®ame 0 ’romHfarSoHonsultHvithlEI 
himSndBTollowl 3 his®ounsel.S-Ie 8 vas 0 knownSs 8 ®fl&rf^dreamerS)r 8 eer).KrheK 
oralHraditionsBboutH^enancioKCamicoBtateHhatHiis^rincipalSnessageSvasHheK 
eliminationS>fBorceryBnd[ 3 heSnstallation&>MBocietyB>asedB>nBiarmoniousK 
conviviality^ that§s,BBeform0nBheB:ollectiveBieart/soulB>fI8:heB:ommunity).K] 
He&>egan&&raditionB:allecRhe0Song&i®heSZrossMnBvhich^3eopleSvouldK 
dance8vithBrl&roundBBross;BsBtisBanie^rew,BheElocaflnilitaryl^overnmenlB 
heardHhat§ieS:laimedBoH)c® 0 saint’Bmd&iad 8 i^;reatHollowing,SoHheySventE 3 
toSestBimBndSakeBimllfmsonerBArsecutedlS>yl 3 heHnilitary§rom 0 /enezuela,K] 
heBoughtSefugeBnMheSUdRiverStBBiteSalledSvlawaanali.HHeHiirstBivecMtSKl 
settlement® alled®^ayanatsiH!‘Guayana’)Kbn8heKanoGftJ!d,Hbut®vith8heBprea<B 
of&iisBnovement,B:hurchSnd^overnment&ifficialsS>egan&iarassing&iimSndK 
hisH'ollowers.Ko&heyHledB;oSvlawaanali.Kirhere,Sndigenous^)eopleSrom&he0 
XieBdveiBnBSrazi^oinedBipBvithHIamico.KHeBlsoBiacBBettlement&inBheK 
CanoKMani.S : inally,&ieSnoved&oBheS/illageB)fl 3 v[acareo^CanoS\ki),SvhereKI 
heHiiedMnB903.KirhereHsSBombSnl3vlacareo&nadeSnBheKreoleStyleSvhereK 
heBvasBuried;Bnany 0 >anivaBromBvlaroa,BndB>aniwaHromBheBYiaryl 3 liverlE] 
continueBheiiffirm8>elief8nKamicoBoBhe8>resentBlay,8dsitingBheBombBndH 
leavingSandlesShereSskingBForShe^brotectionHiflSheirSvell-being. 

InSI^>arallelHashion,BheS-[ohodene&>fB:heS\.iary®iver,HvhoHbllowedBheK 
seer/savantBCuduMnSheQgdos-yos^isitKhis^rave&tSheBemeteryBan&heK 
islandB®Xdrukwa,Sacred8>laceBf8heSIouse8)fflKfhiaperikuli,®orHltBls8>elievedH 
thatBiisSoulBemainsBiyl 3 ;heSideBi®he^raveBoBssistBiisB<inSndBvhoeverB 
seeksBiis^brotection.HtBvasBiuduiBvhoBiadHnstructedBheBlohodeneBhatBheK 
trueB:entreSfflheHlJniverse’ 0 sHheS)oulderSfK)zuliferi,Hhe^)rimordialHhaman,K 
slightly 0 above&-[ipanalElrapids.KPeopleB;odayl 3 eaveSDfferingsKbtKlthisKboulder,KI 
askingSorBhe^rotectionSndSelpSfflhe^reatSpiritH) flower,SgainstBickness.S 
orSttacksBbyl^b otentialSnemies . 8 


8B SinceBaKlgreateiK]part8ofKlthel8northernKIArawak-speakingl8peoples8converte<ll8tol8 
evangelicalismB)eginningBn 8 he& 950 S,BnanyB)fHhe^bre-existing&:ross’ 8 :ults’BvereB 
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FigureMM Mid-nineteenth-centur)$savanlEandEseer,$Camico,ESsaintWoj$!the$!SBaniwcM 
(cop)Mof&lithographMfromSthe&MuseiMNacional,SUFRJ,WZi(MdeSJaneiro;& 
reproducedMnWFrighlM 999) 

History 0 isKcomplementedKby 0 a 0 genreKo®healingKlchantsKperformedK] 
whenever&^3ersonEhasKfeuffered&Serious&ccidentHhatEhas0eft&iimH)r0ierK 
unconscious^beingB\itK>yHHallenMree,8veaknessBindSnaemiaBssociatedBvithlEI 
sorcery) MtSs&xplainedBhat,BvhenBhat&iappens,&he0/ictim’sSoul&ias&)eenEl 
engulfedM>yS^iant§vaterKerpentBndMakenE 21 ownriver§oKheEf>eripheryH>fl 3 heK] 
worldBroundSheffirstS;ityl 3 )fl 3 heHX A hiteB ) eopleB[SaoEabrieMaKachoeira,SnH 


transformed§ntoBvangelicalB:hurchesB)ffl:rentes’^believers),8vhose^bredominantB 

symbol8)ffleligious^)oweiS)ecameBheBle-territorializecHsrewHrestament. 
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FigureW 28 ThdZboulder$oj$DzuliferMztMHipana$(phot(M))Msaias$Fonte,S201 0;8i-Wf/?8 
overla)^aJWrawin^o)MrhiagoW^guilar,W010). 


the&tate&>®\mazonas, 03 razil).SrheSerpentMsKkilled,Hts&>ody&ipped&>pen,K 

andSheS'ictimH>eginsfflong&anoe^lourneyl 3 ’romShe^)eripheralSvorldK>ack 0 oKI 

theSvorld&entre,®Kanctuary§)r§iavenBromBhefflramatic&ffectsH>f&pideniic0 

diseasesB:omingH’rom&he&vorldEbf&heKIWhites.B\.long 0 ;he&vay,&he&ouMsKI 

nourishedBbyBhe 3 iealing^)oweiM)®ioney 3 roml 3 heBbeeBpirits,®ndBheSweet,S 

healingSiectar&i®ree 0 ruits. 0 rhe^ourney&>ackBo&heB;entreB;oincidesBvithKI 

the^radual&iealing&>®he^)erson’sBouBnd&)ody,®uchHhat,8)yHheHimeHhe0 

chanter&ias8'inished,HheH'ictimHhoulcBiaveBecovered&iis&ir&ierBenses,&n(B 

comeK>ack 0 nto®fe. 3 nMheHtoryl 3 oSvhichSheHiealing®orresponds,BheKCreatorKI 

asksKhis^oungerKbrother,0so,^ou0iave&xchanged^our0ifeH’or&nother?’S-0 

indicating®eversal&>MeathSnHhe^)eripheraMoneS)yH;omplete®evivaMtShe 0 

worldB:eiitre,0aaving^DassecBhrough&he&piritBvorlds&i®heShamanic&)ees0 

andfflrunkBheirBemedies. 9 

Warekena§nythscapesKkndG|)ilgrimages&longHheHipperl3iioK 

Negro-GuainiaKkndBheKassiquiare3)asinS 

According®o®heKlWarekenal 3 ;radition,&he 0 processB)fl^thnogenesis 0 (or,KltheK 

beginningKofEethnicKgroups)0(Gonzalez-NanezK&KCamico02oi3)Soccurre<E 


98 HillBiasBLrgued^i993)BhatBhe81escentBoBheBfeastB:omcidesBvithBoulBossBLndBheB 
returrfloHhe&entre.BvidiBiealing.BThe&hantingBtselfBsl&ungHhrough&nBartBafB 
microtonal8ising’^ibid.),BnBvhichBhe81ow,§radual8isingBones8orrespondBoBhe8 
sours 8 eturn^ourney 8 ipriverBnd 8 >ackBoBhe 8 entre,BndBhe 8 oursBeturnBoBiealth. 
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atJEHipanaB(Uapu&apids),BwhichBsBconsideredBo 03 eBhe 0 woiidlKlumbilicusE] 

Several^eoples 8 nitiatedBheirHnigrationsHromBhatBite,Bvith 8 napirrikuli-Ka- 

KuwaiBsBheirBeader,BndB>eganl 3 oBxpaiidBiid£J>opulate[ 3 heBvorld.BvlanyH>flK] 

themBrossedBivers, 8 reeksBnd^ungleBoadsBintilBheyBettledBnG|)lacesBnl 3 heB 

GuaimaBndBDrinocoBasin.Kac]®imeBheyBeachedBl^lace,BheyEJ>erformedlK] 

sacred 8 ituals 8 inder 8 he 8 eadership 8 >®napirrikuli, 8 heKreator,&nd 8 hereafter 8 

he 8 nd 8 heBZreator’s^)eopleMounded 8 iew 8 illages 8 fterBach 8 itual 8 )fliiitiationlEI 

(ibid.). 

During 0 Mpirrikuli’sBvorldBourBAlsoBiiownBsB<uwai’s 8 acredBoyages),B 

heBndBiisHroopBampedlMCapihuaraKkndBnaddMI'ituaHeast.BrheyBalledBtB 

te^fraa^sz^aBiteBle^assage’BnitiationEieremonyJ.fforlSheHXfarekena^beople,® 

oneKb®heir&nostSacred^)laces 0 s&t®ZapihuaraEbii 8 heBZassiquiare 8 -iver,&IEI 

rivermeBhannel&onnectingBheB 3 rinocoBvithBheBlioB\regroBiverBtearH>anE] 

Carlosffleffiio 8 N[egro, 0 \mazonas 8 tate,^enezuela. 0 rheyfflesignedl 8 )rE|)aintedlK] 

manyl^etroglyphsBvhich&anBeBeenBodayBtBhisBncientllilace.KDneBifBheB 

most 8 acred 8 >eingsBtKapihuara 8 sKiwali,Bn 8 Vrawakan 8 ncestor .8 

Part 8 )f 8 heHnyth-history 8 xplaining 8 his 8 s 8 is 8 bllows: 

THEB>ROCESSIONB)FB'HEBcUWEB\.CCORDING0'oBrHEBvAREI<ENAB 

TRADITION.®TORyB)fB'HeBnITIATIOn8)fB'HeH)AUGHTErB)fB 

grandfather8iwali8 

AtMheBeginmngBfBCuwe^Kuwai),BvhoBvasBornBnBheBkiaryBliver,Eil 3 branchB 

o®he 0 gana®heKreatorB 5 ®heB\rawal<B:ommencedBheE|)artition&>fflCuweB 

for 8 he 8 ntire 8 vorld. 8 The^barts 8 vereHlividecHmongst 8 arious 8 ands.K)ne^bart 8 

wentBo 83 razil^in 8 heBouth). 8 rhe^)art 8 >®CuweBvhich 8 :orrespondedBoBhe 8 

ware/re«flB[ancestors) 8 veiitBlong 8 he 8 ollowing 8 oute: 8 tMescended 8 he 8 nirida 8 

River^Colombia)Hrom 8 heKkpper 8 (;analSnd 8 rom 8 here®:®ontinued 8 )n.KDii 8 he 8 

IniridaMt 8 eachedHhe 8 apids 8 >ffl<ubale^Kuwaili)Mtl 8 'ormedHhis^reat 8 apids .8 

ItBsBelievedBhatBlmostMBishl^oBoBayBheir&ggsBtBhisBapids.BrhisBvasB 

theBvorkBfB\Iapiruli,BvhoBvasBheBameBCuwaiB>fBheBiicestors.BieBnade8tB 

thisHvaySoBhatMt 8 vould 8 >e&asierH’orl^)eopleBo 8 :atch 0 ’ishH’orHheH:a//yamfl 8 

(Zra//(izamfl/ 8 n 8 -[ohodene) 8 ituaHood 8 or 8 nitiation. 8 CuweBnd 8 iis^brocessionEl 

continuedBnfflownriverBoBheBdchada.B 

One^)art 8 >fl 3 he^roup 8 eached 8 he 8 nouth 8 )flhe 0 /ichada, 8 iut 8 inother^)art 8 

wentMoSheffiuaviare.ffhereBheyUividedBndBameHbackBogether.SlomeSventB 

byHheBipperHDrinocoBndBithersBiyBheBVtabapoKRiver.Brheyl^assedBiyBheB 

stoneBlabB>fl^a£waBshining&rismaHree)BalledB>y[S:heH>amvaBzzpaKeB<MsrwK] 

ThereBheyl^atheredBBollectionBiMrtworkB'orBheBnitiationBiflheBiaughterB 

o®\tu^grandfather)Biwali,BnBiistoric^)oliceB>fficialBi®he 8 ZassiquiareBvho 8 

lived 8 nKapihuara,. 8 rheBarious^roups 8 )fl 3 <Cuwe^bassedl 3 )yBachBiver.®ne 8 )® 

them 8 rrived 8 tl 8 he 8 nouthM)fl 8 he®anBvIigueM)r 8 tmi-wmi®iver .8 
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TheB)thei%roupBventSiownBhe 0 \tabapo&o&heHrem&nd&ooii^)assedlEI 

byHhe^>ortS)f®avital 5 Aputsa).Hrhere,HheHracesH)fl 3 CuweS:anH)e 8 eenB)nHheS 

stones.SoonBfter,Hheyl5)assedK>ylSSrailBhroughHhe0brestHhat0ecHhemlloBhe0 

banks&>®heKanoKPimichin^(Pamitsiiii).BVccordingBoKBaiiivaB)raMradition ,0 

the&raiMromlEIY'avita&oKPimichinEWasB)pened 0 nlElthe 0 imes 0 Df&heSZreator,KI 

Napiruli.ffheHracing® 0 hisBrail 8 vasffloneBvhenHlwoE|;roupsKbflHlhe£jbrocessioriB 

ofKuweBndBKfapiruli^roceeded&y^oingBTromBideBoBideBSseveraHromHheKI 

PimichmSndB)thersftom®avita),HDllowingSheKfeoundsS)fflheBacredSinimals!KI 

This^oincidenceBsBmportantBn&hatBt&eiiiforces&heKMaipure-ArawakaiiK 

tradition^nd&iistory&iMhe&reation^forH’urtherSnformation&eeHaonzalez- 

NanezH968). 

ThereHhey&>roughtHogetherBhe 0 CuweHhatBheySntendedHoHakeHoHheK 
greatffestivalB)®Capihuara&vhere 0 ;heBiaughterH)®Siwali§would 0 partakeB)fEl 
the®:a/(yawfl’KI(the&acredKbread,ffishKhndl%)epper).BDneB)f&he^roups&hatEI 
hadBlividedHnKIYavitaKcontinuecBDnwardSip&heHremiEandElpassedKover&oK 
theKimakeni^tributary&>®heHIanoKaiiHv[iguel)&>ylSn&bandonedBraiMndKI 
cameBjut&o^Site&inBheKanMvIiguel&hatHhey&iamedSSapo’&ndSvhichBheK 
Warekena&allKDuadua-nawi.SThereBjnBheffianEMiguelBheyEjaassed^eopleKI 
who&vereffastingBnHpreparationffor&heffestiva&tSIapihuara.ErhereKfcheyK 
gathered, 0 atKlgrandfatherSAtuKIWichuwi-ChulinawiKI(ownerKbf&he 0 whips 0 orKI 
kapesi). H : urtherSipH'romHhere,&>n 8 he 8 ameffian 0 Vliguel,&)oth 8 he^roupBhat§ 
cameSromSheBnouth 8 )®hisKano, 8 ndHhe^)eoples 8 vho 3 iad&nteredBbySvay§ 
offfiimakeniEfoinedBogether 0 nMMteH:alled 0 Vladenawi,HvhereBhey[l)rokeBheK 
shellsB)fHnanyS)f§;heffruits®hat®heyHiad^athered0br®hatH?^flfes^festival0 
oSruits^rS/a^o^MnXSvhichHn&ealitySvouldSje^&ituaMjMnitiation.SVlM)® 
them&ventB)nKby&heKBan 0 Vliguel,&hey&nadeKhl^ourneyl 3 ;hatEldescendedBoKI 
the^>ort&ifBhe 0 painted&ock’,&inHhe 3 Iassiquiare,SvhereHheyl^oinedHogetherKI 
other^aaintings&ir&rtworkffor&heirl^aart^heBathersBvho&ame&ipBo&heK 
Cassiquiareffrom§he®ioHs[egro^assedHbyl 3 heKite§heyl&alledKEsterita’,H>nMheK 
Cassiquiare,HromSvhereBhey^atheredBogetherBhe&rtworkBhatHvas&lsoBorB 
theHestivalSifffiiwali.ffinally^heyBlBiTivedStHhe^atheringSiiKapihuara. 

OnceHnMZapihuara8hey§ventMoKkrhere®epenawe,Hhe®hiefH)rHfeadHlancerK] 
(wd<izarM)H’orSheHnitiationHifHhefflaughter&i®iwali,Svas.B[DepenaweSs&lsoKI 
a&ano&ndSiteHhatHs&iot&erySiistantSromKapihuaraOSVtBhis^lace.HhereS 
was®^reatM:eibaHree,Hvhere 8 heyl 3 ’ound&l 5 >oleB'or&ianging 8 he&iammock&iflEI 
the^irlBvhoSvasS’asting.B\bove 0 Depenawe,BhereSvas&&malM-iver,&inl 3 ;heK 
right&>ank&>®heKassiquiare,H:alledl 3 Dorotom 6 ni,SituatecBboutH’our&ioursKI 
walkingfflistanceftomBDepenawe.KrhereHvasHinotherl^ointMorBhe^oung^irrsK 
hammock ,KhangingH’rom^notherE|)ole.KIWhenBheyl%otl 3 ;hereB- 0 ii&he&arlylEI 
dawnE-Sheyl^)assed 0 )yl 3 ;he&nouth&if&nother&malM'iverB:alled 0 <orom 6 m.K 
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FigureW3S Petroglyphs$nlM>iwiali3iphotographs$))$D.Wjonzdlez-Ndnez,W009). 

TheyEf>assedB>yBBurve8)f8hisBiver8vhileBhe8)ther|]!;roupBollowedBLKurve8)nB 

theB>eripam6niBiver.BrhereBheyBtayedBhroughBheBiightBmtilBheBnorning.B 

ForHfcs^art,BheBiwali§roupBvasHlready!herefcKapihuara.ffinally,KvhenlKI 

theEJ>eopleBromBipriverBrrivedStBlawnBtBIapihuara,B)epenaweBvasBlreadyB 

thereBndBhe^oung^irlBiadBlreadyGjbartakenBfBheBacredBood.KThen.BllBheB 

groupsBhatBiad 8 rrivedBromBillG$>artsBameBogetherBn 8 heBnorning 8 ndBachB 

one^artook8)MheRfl/i<iamfl&fterBhe8mtiated£|prBncRtayedBhe8norningK] 

inKapihuara8irinking,&ating&nd8iancmgB:heBgM///«ei/ctf’BtheBiance&>fB:heB 

Vwvwyirw^nameBjfBBlutelTorBheBiVarekena)® 

B ToldM)yM?edroWrancisc(M$emabM-WFarekena$Capihuara,W2assiquiare-^ 

22$ul)M987MextBtranscribecM>)fiEonzdlez-Ndnez. 

InBhe 8 VrawakBnythicalBerritory 8 )®he 83 uainia-Rio 8 \regro 8 ve 8 indBnany 8 )therB 
mythscapes.fforBxample,BhereBsB>neB>nBheB>anBvliguelB)r 3 tiniBVini 8 tream,B 
aBraditionalBVarekenaBanoBvhichBsHlocumentedBnBVfzfo/qg'zaBS'waregMenaB 
(Gonzalez-NanezBi98o).BButB3uchBmythscapesBareBiotBasBsacredBasBthatEbfB 
SiwaliBnBheBT assiquiare. 

We8ind8acred^)lacesB>nBhe8ipper8auainia,8iearBheBown8iM^ictorino,B 
Guainla-Venezuela,BodaylM<KuripakoB:ommumty;B/eryBiearB:oKVictorinoBsB 
an0slandBiamedBruwirimirrinBwhereBthereBareBalso0mportant,E&acred8andB 
mythical^betroglyphs.B 

In8he8\tabapo8'iver8>asinSrea,8nBhe8:ityB>®anH : ernando8ie8\tabapoB 
barrio8alled8,a8untaHe8ara’,8hereBvasBlso8nKlmportant8nythscape^)ossibly8 
fromBheB>riginsB>®he8vlaipurean8rsase8)r8 > iapoko^)eople.8\.rcheologically,B 
the8petroglyphsBwereBpossibly8madeBby8theBextinct8NerikawaB(Nericagua)B 
people,Ba8Proto-PiapokoBsib.8According8to8Vidal8(i993),8La8PuntaBwasBanB 
ancient8Vrawakan8eremonial8acred^)lace®t8heBime8)fBhe8Cuwai8oyages.B 
ZucchiB|i992),BrarbleB!i985)8nd83reerB!i995)8iave81so8tudied8heBNericaguaB 
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complex’CndBhe&ockE|>aintingsC>f&he®rinoco0>asin.KirarbleHurther&elatesd 

petroglyphsBoHheSystemd>fB:aves,CinceChednterpretsH:o-occurrenceE<ibothd 

withindcavesdanddwithindlargerdgeographicdareas)dasdculturaldassociationd 

(TarbleCndKcaramelli&993).drheCsymmetricaBlesigns,&hought&oH'alMntod 

theCacredCategoryCbove,CreCaiddsoBod)ccur&>ndiumerous£<|)etroglyphsd 

associated&vithdnanyCitesdn&heCniddledOrinocoCreaMtChouldKbediotedd 

thatdTarbledhasCecordeddpetroglyphsdnotdonlydalongdthedriver,0)utlKlalso0nd 

morediplandCettings,dncludingdnsideCockCheltersd[seedalsodrarbledi99o).d 

She8eesHhese^etroglyphsCsdepresentative&>®dituaBnode&>fd\.rauquinoidd 

decorationB!Tarble,S:itedBnMareeiS995:205-7)- 

Conclusions 

WeKhaveCxaminecHn&hisCtudyCeveraldof&hedmythscapes’&hatSiorthernd 
Arawak-speakingKj3eoplesC>®:hediorth-westlKlA.mazonKhaveConstructedCndd 
whichBheyCtilizeCsCeferencesdoBheirE|)rimordial[>|>ast,dustoricalE|)astCndd 
livingE^resentMuch&nythscapes&redmulti-centric’d-CachCanSbedinderstoodlK] 
fromdtsCwnl£|)erspective,C>r0romCd:ollectivelyKheldd/iewCsClaborateddnd 
sacreddstories.dThedstoriesdofdcreationdconnectdthedcentres;dthedpowerfuld 
chantsdhatCccompanyCheCameCtories^eneratedion-linearf^etCtructuredd 
movementsdfromlKlthedcentredoutwardsdtodthedlimitsdo®<nowndspace-time,d 
followedHbyCS'eturndnwardBoBheBourced>®ncestralG|)ower.HCentrifugaMndd 
centripetal&novementsBreCnacteddnCverydnitiationditedvhenBhednusic&ifd 
thednstrumentsdnakesHhedvorld^row;[MlheKamed:imeHheChantersCreated 
protectiveKhieldsl 3 brdhediewE|;enerations&>fdife.drheE|>rimordial^brocessionsd 
ofMhedlutes&nddrumpetsSreEJikeGjbilgriniages.HInMhatHIheyBliavedacredEtentresd 
asdheirdeferenceE|>oints,ConnectingHhemselvesdvithl 3 :hedends’&>fIi:hedvorld.d 
ThisBveBawdnEbothBhe^ourneysdiescribedEbyBhedohodeneChants&ndHhed 
Warekenadacreddtory,dnBvhichdheEJ>rirnordialHbeingsEJ>aradeBvithK]hedacredd 
flutesBhatdeaveCrom&he^reatdvorld-centre^ispersednd/ariousdiirections^ 
anddeturnMoBEfilaceEi) feathering, denewaM>MfeSnddebirthMromHlhefflangersd 
ofBheEfjeripheraBvorld.dTheElieripheriesCreHheSpaces&ifMterityCssociatedd 
withHpiritsK>fflheSlead,H>therl 3 ribes 8 vhoHieitherSpeakSheSameHlanguageBiorKl 
followHhedamedvaysS>fMife&sdhediortherndVrawak-speakingEf>eoples. 10 d 

The^rocessionsCndCetums&odhed;entreC>fB:heCvorld,d:heCourcesC>fd 
ancestral&mergence,SreHiecessaryHloC>ringHback’dheKouMrom®:s®entrifugald 
voyages,Concentrated tCollectivelydnM|>rotectecRanctuary,Cndd:e-connectd 


10 B SuchBasBtheSMflfl/cM«flj,BallBpeoplesKlwhoBdoBnotBspeakB:heBnorthernKIArawakB 
languagesB-&peakersS)M;ariban,0Vtakuan,&ndfflrul<anoan0anguages;&s§ l vel&s§ 
theBion-indigenous^beoplesBuchHsBheH’ortugueseBncBpaniardsSvithBvhomBheB 
Hohodene,H3anivaBnd®7arekenaHrave8iadHheBnost8iistoricaMontacts. 
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withStheSlifeSforceSthalSgeneratesSallSbeingMnSreferrmgStoStheScosmicS 

significanceH>fflhese8itual^bilgrimages,ffiullivanl^i988:3i7)Bvrites0 

UnderstandingBheBullylSacredBneanmgB>fBhe[>|>rocession&ndB>btainingB 

this 8 ;nowledge[SxperientiallyB>ffer[s]Bhe[|initiates 8 nd]B:ommunityBheB 

chanceBorBeflexivity8indB:ontrolB>verBheBneaningB>fB:hange.[5$...]l>|T] 

heB:omrrmmtyBiotB>rLly[%rowsBnBheBormB>fButurel5|>hysicalBifeB>utRlsoB 

regainsB:ontactBvithBheBacredBoundationsB>fI3ymbolicBormBtself,BheB 

distinguishingBnarkB>fBmmanB:ulture... 

InSheSiarrativesBndSnMheSanctuariesSacredBformsBreSmderstoodHoEiieS 

spatioAemporal^ortals&oSotherMvorlds,®vhileSrBhamanicKhealiiigH:hants,S 

theScentrifugalSandScentripetalSmovementsSsituateSprimordialSidentityEinE] 

constantMensionBvithSustoricaBlterity.S 

Ambiguity® nheresSn&heseSsanctuariesBorStheySareSofKbothSworldsS-S 
this®nateriaBvorldSand&he®)ther,®pirit®vorld,Sat®)neSaiid®he®ameBime.S 
TheSsanctuaries®were®made’S(theSpetroglyphsSinscribedSonStheSboulders,S 
the®>ouldersE|)ut®nto^>lace,Bhe®itesB>rought®nto®>eing)®nBheE|5rimordiallK] 
time,®vhenBhe®ventsBheyBymbolizeBook£J>lace;®:onsequeiitly,BheyBllBtaveS 
timesBBheii®)wn.®\fevertheless,Bhe^owers®vith®vhichBhey®vere®mbuedlK] 
areSstillSvibrantSandSpresent,®iemaiidingSappropriate®:espectSaiid®:autioii® 
Ambiguity®esides®n&heB:ontext:®vhenBhe&wo®vorldsBnix&luringBheBitesS 
and®:eremomes,StheSextraordinarySpower®nhereiit§inSsuchSsituatioiis&:anE] 
resultHnfflisasteiBfflheftorms&reSiotBespectedBhamaiisSegularlyBbringHheS 
1 woSvorldsHogetherl 3 nMheirBures.®>Chen 8 heyl 31 o,HlheyBnnounceBlhatB]hey®reS 
bringingBhe®iew,Kbther®vorld’SntoB:hislSvorld’;SvhichSs 3 o®ay, 3 hey&xerciseS 
theiiBworld-making’SjaowersSJcfMDveringSiggoiSWrightEkoH^oS'enewBheS 
primordiaBpirit-worlds nHhe®iealingHifflhisB[corporeal,&naterial)Bvorld. 
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'Ambiguous sanctuaries’ are places in which the sacred is shared.These exist in 
almost all religions: tombs of saints, mausoleums, monasteries and shrines, a 
revered mountain peak, a majestic tree, a cave or special boulders in the river. 
This book examines this phenomenon in diverse parts of the world: in Europe, 
the Middle East, Asia and Brazil. What these ritual spaces share is the capacity 
to unsettle and challenge people's experiences and understandings of reality, 
as well as to provoke the imagination, allowing universes of meanings to be 
interlinked. 

The spaces discussed reveal the many different ways the sacred can be 
shared. Different groups may once have visited sites that are nowadays linked 
to only one religion.The legacy of earlier religious movements is subtly echoed 
in the devotional forms, rituals, symbols or narratives (hagiographies) of 
the present, and the architectural settings in which they take place. In some 
pilgrimage sites, peoples of different faiths visit and take part in devotional 
acts and rituals - such as processing, offering candles, incenses and flowers 
- that are shared. The saints to whom a shrine is dedicated can also have a 
double identity. Such ambiguity has often been viewed through the lens of 
religious purity, and the exclusivity of orthodoxy, as confusion, showing a lack 
of coherence and authenticity. But the openness to interpretation of sacred 
spaces in this collection suggests a more positive analysis: that it may be 
through ambiguity transcending narrow confines that pilgrims experience the 
sanctity and power they seek. 


In the engaging and accessible essays that comprise Pilgrimage and 
Ambiguity the contributors consider the ambiguous forces that cohere in 
sacred spaces - forces that move us into the inspirational depths of human 
spirituality. In so doing, the essays bring us closer to a deeper appreciation 
of how ambiguity helps to define the human condition. This collection is one 
that will be read and debated for many years to come. 

PaulStoller, West Chester University, Pennsylvania, 
2013 Anders Retzius Gold Medal Laureate in Anthropology 


In a time of religious polarization, this fine collection of essays recalls that 
ambiguity, ambivalence and shared experience characterize the sacred as it 
is encountered in pilgrimages. Readers will travel through the Mediterranean, 
India, Pakistan and China, but also Western Europe and Amazonia, to 
discover saintly landscapes full of multiple meanings. 

Alexandre Papas, Senior Research Fellow, 
National Centre for Scientific Research, Paris 
Angela Hobart is the Director of the Centro Incontri Umani, Ascona, Honorary 
Reader at Goldsmiths College and Honorary Professor of Medical Anthropology at 
University College London. 

Thierry Zarcone is a Senior Research Fellow (Directeur de recherches) at CNRS 
(National Centre for Scientific Research), Paris. 
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